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= mercy and patience,. Theſe, becauſe they. are the 
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a thing in itſelf, it would warrant men to do the” 
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way to render religion contemptible and odious, and 
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happineſs, - 5 WR. 
There is a direct and eternal oppofitcn between 
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Jjoyment of Gop. Now the nature of Gon is fixt | 
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how it is to be attained by us, wer derein which gh 5 


* ED + ai i.e Sad AS, ©. © 


the Son of the bleſled, TY eù xe: 


wiſe, Rom. i. 25. The Or 


Goy bleſſed for evermore; that is, for ever to 


72 iſs of Goa - Dk 1 8 5 


creatures are capable of it. What Job ſays of wife « 
dom, may be ſaid alſo of 
« ſtandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the 

6 place thereof. He only, or apr poſſeſt 


the true ingredients of it. * 
So that to direct us e e 


the beſt way will be to contemplate and conũder the 


divine nature, which is the perfect pattern and idea 
of happineſs, the original ſpring and * in of 
all the felicity that creatures are capable of. And to 
that end, I have pitched upon theſe words, here 
the apoſtle attributes this perfection of blefl I 


happineſs to Goo, The bleſſed Go. 1 


And though this be as eſſential a part as 5 


of that Notion which mankind have of Gon from 

| the light of nature, yet I no where find in all the ner 
teſtament, this attribute of happineſs' given to G - 
but only twice in this epiſtle. ? Tis true indeed, the 


title of bleſſedneſs is frequently given both to Gb | 


and CuRIs S, but in another ſenſe, and in a quite dif- 


ferent notion: as Mark xiv. 67. where the highs 
prieſt aſks our Sa vroux, Art thou the CO 


« is celebrated and praiſed; Td 2 Cor. — 
31. * The God and Father of our Lonp Jrsus 
« Curisr, who is bleſſed for evermore. — 
“ more:“ Which Keniſeisfeid of Cuszer, Reis 
5.44 of whom ChRxisr came, who is over all, 


be praiſed and celebrated. : But in all theſe text 
3 _ D Berslbe. which ere. EG 


happineſs, © God under, . 


of it himſelf, knows wherein it conſiſts, aud whatare 5 


F”Y 5 
SERM.- - he tile of bleſſeinaſs which is given/to Gov in the 


2 tert, where the wo 


tle is not any 9 all the new teſtament, (that 
 Flknow of) given to Gop. but here in the text, and 


- bleſſed,» or the happy Gon, be here in the text 
Dorp Jxsus CunzsT; is not ſo 


nt preſent purpoſe to enquire. For: ſuppoſe it be 
GSmmir who is here called the meld Gop . 


this however is 
is a title belonging to Gon, which is all that is n ne- 


5 the divine nature is perfectly bleſſec and happy. 


— 


 blefſedneſs'or happineſs of Gop; and what ate the 
 effential i 


nil do when we apply it to ee othe _— 
irt and immoveable ſtate of cohtentment 


. 


"Bal | wiſe: ofi Ga 5 


"is not jevAny]es, but - 


- 6 che bleſſed, or happy GOD; and this ti- 


—— 


Chap. vi. v. 15: Where our Loxp Auen Cun8 | 
(who alſo is Gop) is called & the bl 2 
Alx potentateꝰ And whether this'ritle of - che 


grterbto Gon the Father, or to his eternal Son, our 
much material to 


u, that ble ſſedneſs or ha 


. foundation of my preſent diſcourſe. 
NU ne Ran; 'Eſhall do theſe three 


5 Shew what we are to underſtand by the happi- 
neſs of Gov, "and what are the 'efſenty nee 


I. That this tile doth led hon: 24 chat 


, 44 an and Aa @ as. ox; ann ws an tw ad tw ws A A imrwnkbkws A 


III. How far creatures are capable of happineſs, 
and by what ways and means they may be made par- 
takers of it: and ſhall then make ſome eee 

upon this atgument-. 
I. I will confider what we are to underſtand bythe 


of it. Now the. notion of hap- 
piheſs talen at it's higheſt pitch (as: we miuſt neceſſa- 


8 aL 


ST OF | 


wo en. TH OQ- 


2 [es upa pee ſtare e | 
| conſtitutes pt we 250 to know whetroneioueally 


matter, and from a lightneſs und in udiciouſnaſ f 
mind, not knowing when they are well, they make 


aneld; TER ” MN 2 FT 


e Taka is that 


1, Perfect know 


poſſeſt of it. For as he is not happy, who info. on- 
ly in imagination or a dream without any real o. 


dation in the thing; for he may be pleaſtd with his 


condition, and yet be far enough from being woly 
happy: So on the other hand, he that has all other 
neceſſary ingredients of happineſs, and only wants 
this, that he doth not think hirmſtif ſo, camgt be 
happy. For this we often ſee in the imperfect fcliai- 
ty of this world, that many men ho have all the 


materials and circumſtances of a worldly happinek a+ 


nt of che 


bout them, yet by the unſkilful u 


an hard ſhift, even when they are in as good ci 
cumſtances as it is almoſt poſſible for men to be in 
this world, to be very diſcontented and miſerable in 


their own opinions. But Gop perfectly knows both 


re makes happineſs, and that he is poſſeſt of it. 
2. To perfect happineſs is likewiſe required a fut 
power to do whatever conduceth to happineſs, and 
likewiſe to check and controul whatever would be an 
hindrance and diſturbance to it; and therefore no 
being is as happy as it can be, that is not'all-ſuftici- | 
ent, and hath not within it's power and reach what- 
ever is neceſſary to an happy condition, and necelly. - 
ry to ſecure and continue that happineſs . 
attempts and accidents whatſoever, 


3. There is wiſdom alſo required. co dint this | 


re 5 bare all Che materials. of happineſs, and 


4 derſtand the proper method and means 


| rage he ge pen No goodneſs 
agu kel, by making others partakers of it r. 
as wiſdom ſhall dect: For he is not ſo happy as he 
fo, and of ſeeing them put into an happy condition 


ker, without extreme hazard to himſelf, FRA It 
| other. vittues, which, are ſuitable to ſo pe 


rent from mere Fe 5 


ther, ee eee ant e Wen! | 
and he is not happy, who doth fot thoroughly un- 
EA pie 
N nar happineſs, ws N 
cſs \is goodneſs; - without which;.. a3 
. . 


a generous diſpoſition of mind to communicate and 


pineſs in ſuch degrees as they are capable of it, and 
may be, who hath not the pleaſure of making others 


by his means, which is the higheſt pleaſure (I had 
almoſt ſaid pride, but I may truly ſay glory) of a 
good and-grea at mind : For by ſuch communications 


of himſelf, an e ebe and all-ſufficient being doth 
not leſſen himſelf, or put any thing out of ly port: 
er, but doth. rather enlarge and magn 
And does, as I may ſay, give great eaſe and delight 
to a full and fruitful being, without the leaſt diminu- 
tion of his power and happineſs, . For the cauſe and 
otiginal of all other beings can make nothing ſo in- 
dependent upon itſelf, as not ſtill to maintain his in- 
erreſt in it, to have it always under his power and 


;. and no being can rebel ag "His me- 


5. Perfelt happineſs doth imply the exerciſe of al 
fect a 
j. upon. all 8 — 8 ag 


trary t. | ecomi : his-holineſs and — C 
ok, his * Ane e A: . 00 == — 3 
1 0 mem in any cat; „ create diſquiet 

and diſturbance to itſelf; For this e 755 


0 never fails, char nothing. can. act contrar yt 


| — ele but the 8 = Ts dn arc i 1 
in one's mind, from the conſciouſneſs of having done n 
ſomething which is contrary to the perfect ye: Princi- 
ples of his being, that is, ſomething that doth not 
become him, and which, being what he is, he ought 
not to have done; which we cannot imagine ever to 
befal ſo perfect and immutable a being as Gop is. 
6. Perfect happineſs implies in it the ſettled and ſe- 
cure poſſeſſion of all thoſe excellencies and perfecti- 
ons; for if any of theſe were liable to fail, or be di- 
miniſhed, ſo much would be taken off from perfect 
and complete happineſs. If the Deity were ſubject to 
any change or impairment of his condition, ſo that 
either his knowledge, or power, or wiſdom, or good- 
neſs, or any other perfection, could any ways decline 
or fall off, 1 * would be a proportionable abate- 
ment, of W And from all theſe does reſult 
EF] i Ke ba Infinite contentment and fatis-" | 1 
| bn, plate od cite hich is the very el | 
4 of happineſs. . 
1. Infinite contentment and fatisfaGtion in this 
condition. And well may happineſs be contented 
with itſelf; 3 that * with. ſuch a condition, that he 
; thats Dn. of e e deſire it W be bet- | 
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| enden, in which 


bs the a eee xi, But thiete burt BY 

feet hl efs without «pla in our condition: 

all pleaſure is a « Mm ute Gf love and 477 

inward ſenſe and Ser es. 

And thus I have edc 60 ſeit is you 

e according to ur mperfe 
prions and ore Gov, 8 D* of the 


har the divine hatue is perfektiy Bleſſed and Happy, 
n ASbient of tu 
a een eee eee 


br.! 
bert! ent work, to trouble you withr pe tici 
Gp of hearhen zuthors to'this purpoſe 3, 
ts more frequent in them Than te 
* imam Es perſeftifiman uri un, ( dhe wif 
ppy and moft perfect being, and Hetefbfe 
> becauſe kelicity « doth teen i reſult from þ&+- 
Mon, b thall Niger to take notice of theſe'two 
| Rl ret e x 


| n of the 
and whatever Was « | 1 
Gbr. 5 neo of li. ELM 


— 50 FE 
even picurus lu ho £m | 
ae tape ef. ive of Wa Demi | 
aying that Gop either made or the 3 
' whereby be took away at once his being the firlt cauſę 
. er yoo r fr 
* er Juſtice; or 
Wc ve ue, by king amy alle 
and opportunity erciſe em; yet this 
„ own, and profeſs to believe tie 
happineſs of the divine nature; and. then out of n 
rus arne e ee, 19 the Di, 7 94 
tende for air fecurity. of Wo | — * 
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$ER M. 4c. danger ſulfclent for iſelk, and ſtanding in need 
2 of no body, neither pleaſed with our good actions, 
Sd provoked by our faults.” This was a very 
falſe notion both of Gop and happineſs, to imagine 
that the care of the world ſhould be a pain and dif- 
turbance to infinite knowledge, and power, and 
goodneſs. But this is not now my buſineſs to con- 
fider; that which is to my preſent purpoſe, is, that 
the happineſs of the divine nature was univerſally 
owned ; and that bleſſedneſs is ſo inſeparable from 
the notion of a Deity, that whoever profoſſes to be- 
lere a Gop, n e him t to be e 
br che delbiwny oP ip en lready 
told you, that there are but two texts wherein. 
this title of paxap@-, the happy or bleſſed, is 
given to Gop ; but by conſequence the ſcripture 
every where declares the happineſs of the divine na- 
ture, viz. wherever it ſpeaks of the excellency and per- 
fection of his being, of his knowledge, and powen, 
and wiſdom, and goodneſs, and righteouſneſs,” and 
of the eternity ant unchangeableneſs of theſe, and f 
ſdzte infinite delight and complacency which he takes 
in che enjoyment n ee, JI. * now” 
[+ proceed tothe - et lg reds. 
| III. And laft thing which. 1 propoſed to 8 
viz. How far creatures are capable of happineſs, 
and by what ways and means they may be made 
partakers of it. They are not capable of abſolute 
: and perfect. happineſs, becauſe that reſults from infi- . | 
nite perfection, which is no where to be found but 
in Gop : it remains then, that creatures are only ca- 
pable of being happy: in a finite and limited degree, 
by the reſemblance of Gop, and by the enjoyment 
wer os * being like to him, "and by ol Aikenefs 
e 0 
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the TT Gn. 

being qualified for hi favour, and for the 
ark of him. . fe” 
As we are creatures of finite wi an age 
d underſtandings, and a mutable nature, we do ne- 
reflarily want eee ee which are 
he cauſe and ingredients of a perfect happineſs. 
e are far from being ſufficient for our own \ happl- : 
peſs ; we een ſo of our ſelves, nor can we. 
ce our ſelves wy N our pot A 1 
are we wiſe enoug OOC | 
enough for U atisfactior All the N 5 8 
that we are capable of is, * communication from 
W him, who is the original and fountain of it; by our 
being made * partakers of the divine nature, PR + I 
Peter ſpeaks): bs our reſemblance of Goy: in thole — 
perfections which are the moſt eſſential ingredients 
2 happineſs, his goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and. 
truth, and holineſs ; theſe Jos immediately qualify 
us for the favour and ne of Almighty Goo, 
and for the bleſſed ſight and enjoyment of him; 
and the favour of Gop, and che light of his coun; 
tenance lifted up upon us, and his friendſhip ane 9 
good- will to us, ſupplies all the defects of power —— 
and wiſdom in us: for Gop being our friend, re | 
have an intereſt in all his perfections, and afſecurity, , 
that, as occaſion requires, they will all be employed  _ 
for our benefit and advantage 1 ſo that though we 
are “ weak in our ſelves,” we are ſtrong in tue | 
«+ Loxp, and in the power of his might,” and s -__ 
. able to: do all things through him ftrengthning 
e us;” and though © we wantewiſdom,”*. we may 5 
have free recourſe to the fountain of it, and N E 
* of Gob, who giyes to all liberally, and upbraid- 
et not.. And it is next to having theſe | 
tions in ourſelhes, en where to tl 


% 
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— — as is neceſſary to our r happinek: OLE 
_ © 66 that though our ha 6 
cher, yet if we be careful to qualify our ſelves for it, 
Feand Gop u ee e aſſiſt us by his grace 

te this purpoſe) it is really and in effect in our own 
power; and we are every whit as ſafe and happy in 
Gop's care and proteRtion of us, as if we were ſuf+ 
Kcient for out ſelves: However, this is the higheſt 
a $ that the condition of a creature is 
of, to have all our defects ſupplied in fo liberal 4 
manner by the bounty of another, and to have a free 
tecourſe to eee nappineſs,” and at laſt to 
be admitted to the fight aki enjoyment” of 
kim, in whoſe prilirce Is fulncks of Joy, and at 
« whoſe right hand are pleafures for evermore. 
1 have done wich the three things 11 propoſed 
But to what pirpols nay e e 
deſcription and'difcourſe of happineſs? How are we 
the" wiſer and the” Heſter ber &' I fuer; very 
euch, in ſeveral r 

1. This Phainly Hews us, abet atheiſin is a very 
| melancholy and miſchievous thing; it would take 
away the fountain of happineſs,” and the only per- 
fet 7 ttern of it ; ; ir endeavours at once to e 
the being of Gov, and all che life and comfort of 


bappineß, of be in any poſſibility of araining it 
For it is plain, we are not ſufficient for it of our 
ves; and if there be not a Gop, there is "nothing 
that can make us ſo. "God is © the true light of th 
Tord,“ and a thouland times moren effary to the 
1 ; ind, than the ſun it- 
* which is but a drk ſhadow of chat infinitely 
45 more 
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« tality, peta ag Ie | 
approach unto, whom om hack Gn, nor en 
6e ſees”? r ne AS: „ 


baniſh the-bekef u A Gow ee eee . 
n e RG 1 HEE 
at one blow to cut off all hopes of happineſs fress 
mankind. So that he is a fool indeec 5 
« his heart, there is no GOD; that gs LE 
| there were none; becauſe. itis| not poſſible for a mm 
to with worſe to himfelf, MA thn + 1 
e happineſs; - | 
2. If the dine nature be To mich and oer. 


ain life, which UID 4 ets | 
the fight and enjoyment. of Gov. 


tures, we are Ae cope of ak, e chant 
abſolutely and 9 rfect, , becanſe.our anne 


is, infinitely happy mel, e did waliees 
according to our finite meaſure and capacity. - | For, 
as he that is the firſt and original being, can -edin- - 
municate being to other things; 1 
fountain of happineſs, "can APR onve | 
Pineſs'to his creatures. | | 
And we faite move cally cbaliove: 3 
we conſider that goodneſs, as it is the prime perſer - 
tion, Þ itis error area or agen 
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We happineſs of G. 


SERM. eſt expreſſion of the divine: goodneſs, is: to commu- 


CH nicate happineſs to his creatures, and to be willing 


that they ſhould ſhare and partake with him in it. 
Baſe and envious natures are narrow and contracted, 
and love to confine their enjoyments and good things 

to themſelves, and are loth that others ſhould take 
part with them; but the moſt noble and moſt gene- 
rous minds are moſt free and enlarged, and cannot be 

= happy themſelves, unleſs they find or make others fo, 
/ + This is the higheſt pitch of goodneſs, and conſe- 
Ki the higheſt contentment. and the ſupreme 
delight of the divine nature. Now it is natural to 
every being, to be moſt frequent and abundant 
ftthoſe acts in which it finds the greateſt pleaſures.; to 
be good, and to do good, is the ſupreme felicity of 
Soy himſelf ; therefore we may eaſily believe, that 
he is very ready and forward to make us happy, by 
all the ways that are agreeable to his wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs; and that he is alſo willing to make u 
abundantly ſo, and to advance us to the higheſt de- 
gree of felicity, of which our nature is capable, i 
:we do not render our ſelves incapable of ſuch a bleſ- 


ſing, by an W = — een 

«ſition for it. 

This, I ſay, is very credible, k e the happi 
neſs of Gop himſelf conſiſts in Las propenſion and 
| - diſpoſition of nature, which tends to make others 
happy. And if there can be any acceſſion to that 

Which is infinite, Gop himſelf finds a new.-pleaſure 
and felicity in the communication of his goodneſs 
to his creatures; and tl e is repreſented in ſcrip 
ture, e the eee da a ſinner, be- 
cauſe the ſinner hereby becomes capable of the hap 
' »pineſs which Go 3 2 and 
"i 0 gonfer upon them, wheneve 
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id willin to beſtow. upon us w 0 yh — 
from him. Now if any one can conſr .happineſs 
upon us, it is he,who! is infinitely of ey ans 
hath all the-treaſyres of it in; Himel, 
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from theſe ſo pr 'p 
Goy z or Kow ir head be any tnas intereſt to LI n 

of Gon z for moſt certainly "the b 
vill be for us all, f it be not our o b 


From what bach been ſaid concern the hs 


und in the favour: of Gop z in the favour « 


dhe cauſe of our happineſs; and in the inge of 
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- be Found in us, era w 
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ty. I know you not. 3 
N „„ 
degenerate and accurſed ſpirits, the devils, who are 
for ever baniſhed from the preſence of Gon, that 
they are of a temper duite contrary to Co, wicked 
cruel; "ant Grivaremriper is naturally a torment : | 
diſquiet to itſelf. rr 
is laid in the evil diſpoſition of our minds and. 
this be cured, and ſet 
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ight, it is as impoſſible for 
any of us to be happy, asit is for a limb that is gut _ 


of joint to be at eaſe. And the external 
Gop, and a local heaven (if we could imagine. 
a perſon to be admitted into it, and ſee all the ao” 
rigs e Place, and the pleaſures and delights of 
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bed would contribute to a man's ea roxyſim 
of a fever, or in a violent fit rt he f becàũſe 
the man hath that within which torments dim, and 
until that be removed, he cannpt poſſibly be at caſe. 
The man's fpirits are out of order, and off the hinges, 
and toſt from it's center, and till they be ſet right, 
and reſtored to their proper place and ſtate by good- 
neſs and holineſs, the man will be perpetually reſt- 
leſs, and cannot poſſibly have any eaſe ' or peace in 
his mind : for how can there be peace, ho can there 
be happineſs to him, who is of a temper directly 
oppoſite to it! 7 66 The wicked, faith the prophet, 
Iſa. wii. 20, 21. is like the troubled ſea when it 
*- cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt.“ 
So long as there is impurity in our hearts, and guilt 
upon our conſciences, they will be reſtleſly wotk- 
ing; © there" is no peace, faith my Go, to the 
<« wicked.” The Hebrew word which we tranſlate 
peace, ſignifies all kind of happineſs ; there can be 
no felicity to a bad man. The conſideration where- 
of ſhould put us upon the moſt ſerious and earneſt 
endeavours to be like Gop, that we may be capable 
of his favour, and partakers of his felicity. The 
divine nature is the only perfect idea of happineſs, and 
nothing but our conformity to it can make us happy. 

I have been ſo long upon this argument, on pur- 
poſe to convince men of the neceſſity of holineſs and 
goodneſs, and all other virtues, to our preſent and 

future happineſs. © They underſtand not the nature 
of happineſs, who hope for it, or imagine they can 
attain it in any other way. The author and the 
fountain of happineſs, he that made us, and alone 
can make · us happy, cannot make us ſo in any other 6 
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embrace them, they find ee 
ſmadows, and that there is no real and ſubſtantial fe- 
| r lev hen ate Many ſay, who wilt ſhew us an 
t © good?” Meaning the good things of this worlds 
= corn, and wine,” and oil: but wouldſt thou be happy 
e indeed? Endeavour to be like the pattern of happi- 
e neſs, and the fountain of it; addreſs thy ſelf to H "i 
e nn the prayeriof the/pſalmiſt;! ( Loxp, "liftthou'up—  ' 
— vi upon me the light of thy countenance, and thou 1 
t WW © ſhalt put more joy and gladneſs into my heart,“ 

: than the men of thi world can have, when their corn 

A 12 their wine increaſethl. I | 

W | Many ſay, lo here, and bor there! That „ 8 

. is in a great place, or in a plentiful eſtate, or in the 

. enjoyment of ſenſual pleaſures and delights ; but be- 
lieve them not: happineſs is ſomething that is near. 
| er and more intimate to us, than any of the things 


of this world; it is within thee, in thine heart, and. 
in the very inward frame and diſpoſition of thy min. 
5 In a word, if ever we would be happy, we muſt 
; be like the bleſſed Gop, we muſt be holy, and mer- 

- I ciful, and good, and juſt, as he is, and then we are 

4 youre of bis 8 ww for © * Loxp wy g 
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| the enjoyment of him; and take pleaſure in « ; 
nion with him, becmiſe we ſhall be like him. The | 
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SRM. Sow Goo 1. we are neither inclined to the which 


* gobd, nor are able of our ſelves i 
n and the power are from Gov, who! is 7 


fountain of goodnęſs and perfection, and ean 
be otherwiſe, and can never change nor ceaſe to be 
15, for with him is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow 
"OE of turning. FL js " 2 8 „ | 
Every. gift; *;all 


that goodneſs, and all "thoſe degrees. of perfection, 


Vhich are in the creatures, in the higheſt angels or 


Gaines; in n tlie beſt of the ſonʒ of ten, whatever there 


of excellency and per eftion, of goodneſs of hap- 
_ Pineffi in any of them, “ is from above,” that is 
from heaven, it is the gift of Gob, and com- 


"14 _ & th down” Hog that perfect, good, and 59 


Pigs whom here calls “ the Father 
n W wie ber” 'which:is.a kin ol Io 
y rial benefactor to the world, and hberally dif- 
his light and heat and influence up m all things 
6 9 but then there is this dh lifference, the ſun 
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66 aſtibg of e being ned with ork I 
| ſignifies (th variation of the ſhadows. accore g to =o 
the courſe and motion of the n. al 
But Gop is an eternal ſpring of light, wk 7g 
ver riſes or ſets, which hath no mixture of ſhadow 
nor darkneſs, hath no changes nor variations, but is 
always the fame. free and liberal diſpenſer of good 
things to his creatures; the Father of lights, wich 
t whom there is no vatiablencſs nor ſhadow of turn · 
ing; which words ſignify © the immutable perfection 
and goodneſs of the divine nature, which ſhall (by 
| Gon? s aſſiſtance) be the ſubject of my preſent. dif- 
courſe ; in which I ſhall proceed in this method: 
Firſt, I ſhall briefly explain what is meant by the 
immutability, or Uunchangeablenes, of che divine * 
nature. LES of 
Secondly, 1 hall ſhew that this is a perfection eſ⸗ 
ſential to Gop, to be immutably. what he | s, that} is 
good and perfeft, 
Thirdly, I ſhall anſwer an abjettion which 25 * 
gainſt it, from the mention ſo often made in Lows. 
ture of Gop's repenting himſelf. And 8 
3 ourthly, apply the conſideration of it to our 1 
Aae. To 
1. For the explication of it. By a murray £ 
of Gop, we mean, that he always 1 is, and was, and 
| to all eternity will be the ſame 3 that he undergoes 
no changes either of his eſſence and being, or of his. 
properties and perfections. In reference to the un- 
changeableneſs of his being, he is ſaid to be © eter. 
e nal, incorruptible, and only to have immortali- 
ty.“ In reference to his perfections, Fay Ml 
the ſame infinitely wiſe, and good, and powerful, 
and holy; and juſt” being; from whence "ID 
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ar 


3336. keel leneſs o. Go p. 
2 3 oy that be i is conſtant and immutable in all his decreey 
4 and counſels, his purpoſes and promiſes, We are 
* uncertain and mutable in our very nature and beings, 
and in all thoſe qualities and perfections which belong 
to vs, in all our purpoſes, reſolutions, and IP ; 
we. are continually. growing or decreaſing in this o 
that quality, and do frequently change from one B 7 
treme to another, from that which is more perfect, 
| 5 the contrary; now knowing, and then! ignorant; 
etimes wiſe, and oftner fooliſh, ſtronger and wea- 
ker, —— or worſe, as it happens, and a as We order 
our {elyes, continually waxing or waining in our 
knowledge, and wiſdom, and goodneſs, and pow- 
er; we frequentiy change our minds, and alter our 
oſes, and break our pro miſes, Hy contradict 
our firmeſt and moſt ſerious reſolutions, and ſpeak 
a thing and do it not, ſay it and do not bring! it to 
atze bur Goo i everlſtngly the fume; 
: col to h | a y-toT 
5 paſs, immutably fixed and perſevering | in all his & 
crees and reſolutions. - I proceed to the _ 
2 _ Thing I cet og namely, to ſhew that this 
perfection is eſſential to Gop, to be unchangeably 
=: 2 is. And this I ſhall endeayour to make t ma- 
both from natural reaſon, and from'the Ws 
1. From the dictates of: natural rea 


ation of the holy ſcriptures, 
1s, that no gues greater weakneſs and imper- 
fedtion Eo EP and ou This is 15 
great vanity of all creatures, that they are uncertain, 
and do not long continue in one ſtate: this is the va- 

nity of the world in general, that, “ the faſhion of 
49 1 it paſſeth away; a of man in particular, oo 
he is lable to ſo many natural Har , by age, and 
Kae eee * e * is Ko: 
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make them” . lee the flower of the field,“ e 


5 better aß che ie, 1c men the worle it wor „ 
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PP ad Gy be e Aches and 1 1 85 in Dit wrider- 
ſanding, and i alter his corn & Fab , 0 5 


appearance « of 1 Wes alerts + :N 551 = 

conſtancy to eons of the weakeft a age and under- 

ſtanding; as children, who are liable © to be toft to 

« and fro, and catriec about with Ver N F169,” 8s 

e apoſtle ſpeaks; Eph. iv- 14. bee wee, 
Now if A divine natfire were fabi det to change, 

this would caſt an univerſal cloud Upon an thed divins i 
perfe&tions, and obſcure; all : „ 


ho- gay and glorious ſcever, 18 fading and pe Fe! 

ing; and the 8895 5 the divine Pains ns I the . 

greater Re ion u would, mutability be; or. ö 
e cor 0 


elt things is the wor! 
be to have it ki tft © to corruption and change. * 
And as murability in Cop would darken alf EM 
other perfeftior © would it take away the foundg- - 
tion and comfo 1 3 25, all religion; the ground of our. Ps 
faith, and hop 5. d fear „of our love and eſtecfg 
df Got b, Wou ir quite taken away. We could 

or eſteem for a being that is. 
fickle and inconſtant 3 if. "kis p wer and juſtice 1 


have no great, ho our or e 


uncertain,” Us "chireat ungs \ ould't in a great meafure 
loſe their ae a e and force; if his truth ; 2 f ful 


could fail, no f 1 decla atiohs, how. Sr — 
ous ſoever, 1255 be any ſecuri ſecuri Curit ty or firm e = 
and confidence.” , 
And this Teaſoring is not the ke bh of dboin re Xe 
id but clearly founded” inthe natural. notio1 * 
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5 The unchangeablenes f Gov. 
and ſuggeſtions of our minds, as will appear by dit: 


CG ing one or two teſtimonies to this PAP, boſe, of thoſe 


who had no other guide but natural light. Plato, 
in his phœdo, enquires, ©& whether the oſt perfect 


(that is Gop) be always the ſame, or ſometimes 
„ thus, and ſometimes otherwiſe? that is, (faith 
* he) whether that which is equality and goodneſs 


« and bounty itſelf, Teceiyes any the leaſt change 
« at any time, and be not conſtant and uniform, 
<« and of itſelf always the ſame, Kat gap Sdafds 


a NC defi- 270 Ila, and is never in any 
4 wiſe, upon any account, ſubject to any change 


«© or alteration whatſoever? To which he anſwers, 
0 That it is neceſſary that he ſhould be the ſame 
< and always alike,”* And lib. 2. de Repub, where 
he lays down the fundamental laws and conſtitutions 
of == 9 he mentions theſe two, (which one 
would almoſt think, he borrowed from St. James, 
but that he lived ſo long before him) viz. firſt, 
46 ThatGop 1 is the cauſe of all good, and in no wiſe 
1% of any evil:” anſwerably to what our apoſtle 
| here, aſſerts, that . Gop cannot be tempted with 


« cyil, neither tempteth he any man; but that 


« every good and perfect gift is from bim. Se- 


17 


 condly, That Gop doth not deceive us, by mak- 
ing various repreſentations of himſelf to us; 
de ſometimes in one form, and ſometimes in ano- 
4 ther; for he is unchangeable, and always the ſame 
* and cannot, rijc d, ideas er gaiven, paſs out 
4 of his own idea, or be any other than what he is; 
which he further confirms by this excellent reaſon- 
ing, that which is the beſt and moſt. perfect be- 


; © ing is not able to any alteration ;. but ſuch a be- 


ing is Gov,. and therefore he cannot be changed 


« 2 any a þ that ! i weaker and * W 12 
5 1 4 17 Ee my 


© # G4 
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and to the terror of the E 2 5 82 
Pfal. xc. 2. From eig to pant 8 thou 
4 art Gop.“ Pal. cii. 27. © Thou art the ſame, 
© and thy years fail not. M 
Lon, and change not. g 2759 it is that tl 
title of the living God is ſo frequently attributed | to 
him; and he ſwears by this, as. denoting 1 not onhy 
his eternity, but his unchange e 
& faith the Loxd, Hither likewiſe 1 we may. refer. 
thoſe . texts. ; THE, be is called fs, 6 ory 572 | 


Be . 1 


eGom 


« being already poſſeſt of all perfection, there « can 
be no acceſſion of any to him by any. hange 
and certainly there is no wiſe being, as Gon is, 


is > 


E of 233889 
himſelf, and he cannot will to change kunſelfs SERM. 
o for if he ſhould, it muſt either be for the better er, 
Shs or for the worſe: it cannot be for the better; 


3 


cxxxIII. 


te that will change for the worle ; | and therefore. he 


4 concludes, aaO 8 8 CTA d eig 1 0 aer 
92 art % Ty aur fe 8 That bei 


che goodlieſt and beſt being tht i poſlle, he 
“always continues ſimply the ſame. Seneca like - 


wiſe, ſpeaking of the immutability of Gov? $. coun- 


ſels, (I. vi. de Benef.) fatuerunt (ſays he) au n 


mutarent, neque unquam primi confilii deos panitet, 


The gods make ſuch unchangeable decrees, and | 
6 never repent them of their firſt counſel,” 


#2 34 


. 
10 


. This will yet more clearly appear from the 


| vine revelation of the holy ſcriptures, which tell 1 


us, that Gop is unchangeable in his nature, and in 


his perfections, in all his decrees, and purpoſes, and 


promiſes: in his eſſence and being, Exod. 4 Lp 
e Jam that Iam” This 33 bis pages I by. he 


us 1 thy 2 
; * 9. > 


ut. 6. Jam the 5 
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SED wry,” 1 Tim. i. 16. And he is immutable likewiſe 
in his perfections; hence it is ſo often ſaid in the 
| Palms, that tis goodneſs and his mercy endure 
« for ever'; his, Tight bteduſneſs i is likewiſe 1 faid to > 
ie dure for ever. Plat. CXi. 3 j. and Pal. xxx OxVI. 
« To be like the great ona not. 3 1 
« and  cotiſpicuous; büt firm and immoveable ; 
and the Take Heile is is ſaid of his truth and faith. 
fulnefs, Pal. cxvil. 2. His truth endure. for 
meyer; and of lis power, Eſa. xxvi. 4. © * In the 
© Lonp Jehovah is everlaſti ing {frength.” 5 
"And fo likewiſe in his decrees and purp rpoſes, Prat 
XxX, 11. The counſel of the Tel le ſtandeth for 
e ever, and the thoughts of his Heart to all g genera- 
66 Bous; Eta. Ni 24. © ' Surely: as T have thought, 
« io ſhall; it come fo paſs; and: "AS 1 have purpoſed, 
#0 ſhall it ſtand.” Numb. Xii. 19. & Gop is not 
. 405 a man that ke'ſhould he, or as he fon of m nan. 
chat he ſhould repent : hath he ſpoken, ani 4 al 
es; not. he do if? "hath" he faid. it, ag ſhall 'not he | 
«bring it to | paſs! 7 If he hath 77 Any promile; d 
6 entred into an 7-covenant with y it 88 rm and h 
immutable, Pal. brxxix, 33. Ku 12 will not ſuffer ; 
605 his faithfulneſs to fail, his covenant will he no 10t * 
„ brea , nor alter, the thing that is, gone out of is : 
4 lips.” ' His covenant and his promiſe arein them. q 
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feldes im mutable; but för our farther aſſurance, 

Gop' hath given us his. oath, the igheſt ſign of im- 

. muta bility ; ſo the apoſtle to the Hebrews tells 4 
3. chap. vi. 16. er That by two 15 things,” 

| - his promiſe and his oat m Which it is ume 

L poſfible for Gop to, lie, we mi ight have ſtrong 

* 2 conſolation, who are fled for refuge to the hope 

6« "Which is {et before us.” proceed to the COPY 

15 POE T — which is, to afiſwer a 

| _ objection, 


=> 


pjyection which may. ſeem 55 againſt what hath 5 ERA. 
been faid, Tl Saad mention. fo pite made uy . — 


4 5 
"ſe 
he 
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dle 


« the © SEA = 48 | 
CXXXV.. 14. the LoD auc 1 2 * he il re- ; 
« pehr himſelf EQNGETINDE his ſeryants,” DD 
To all which 1 anſwer, that this, expreſſion..of 
Gop's repentance we are to under 
others in ſcripture) after the manner en, and 
as ſpoken by way of condeſcentio 45 accommoda-, 
tion to our weakneſs and capacity, 
ing any imputation of mp, and inconſtancy 
upon Go as if our of! evity, er be A 


1 ſight, he did alter N mind: but when Go hy <P 5 
e to repent chat he W or that he made 


« Saul king, the a e jt Mie 
them; and 7 is es, not that 15 A fn 


y deceived in ble EXP 2n, hut that : 1 
alen out contrary to all reaſon ARE EXPO 


therefore the. Ae lothes: Gop 
paſſion of repenting and Siering for w th 
done, as men uſe; to do when! are "RAD 0 
appointed and fall ort of their. ect voy nd 
And as for the other . inſtances, wl 1 
ſaid 66 to. Are him of 15 AY threuned,”, ; 
not. execute that which bone, 70 v5. 0. bayg hoon 
US, 15 cmptor I Pap. and reſolution. ang be. 
is pleaſed. t Wi . ning ſeemed 


8 expreſſion | 0 
vet execute 
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The | os 70 Gov. 


1 implied in it, which he did not think fit to acquaing 
= © us with. And this doth not at all derogate from the 
conſtancy and immutability of Gop : for when Gop 
did threaten, he ſpake what he did really purpoſe 
and intend, if ſomething did not intervene to prevent 
. the judgment threatned, upon which he was reſoly- 
ed at that time when he threatned, to be taken off, 
and to ſtay his hand: and in thus doing, -Goo 
doth not mutare confilium ſed ſententiam ; he doth 
| 5 not change his inward counſel and purpoſe, but 
& takes off the ſentence, which was paſt with re- 
ſerved conditions, and unknown to us, on purpoſe 
01 urge us the more effectually to repentance. 
And that Gop uſually reſerves ſuch conditions, 
not only in his threatnings, but ſometimes alſo in his 
promiſes, appears - from that remarkable text, Jer. 
xviii. 7, 8, 9, 10. At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak 
«© concerning à nation, and concerning a kingdom, 
<« to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy 
«itz 5 that nation, againſt whom I have pronounc- 
1 ed, turn from the evil, I will repent of the evil 
that I thought to do unto them: at what inſtant 
e ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning if & 
1 44 2 kingdom, to build and to plant i it ; if it do evil 
in my ſight, that it obey not my voice, then I il x 
1 will repent of the good wherewith I aid I would 6 
"5 dear ah them. And from this very confiderati- ll « 
on, the fame prophet encourageth the people to re- 
pentance, Jer, xxvi. 13. Therefore now amend 
* your ways, and your doings, and obey the voice 
4 of the Lonp your Gop, and the Loxp will re- 
<< pent him of the evil he hath pronounced againſt 
* you.“ And we have a famous inſtance of this in 
rhe caſe of r the deſtruction whereof within 
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ak “ hath: pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil ac - 
m, with him: the fooliſn f ſhall not ſtand in his 

0 66 he hateth all th. wor ers of iniquity, 29 Pal. v v. 9 
He is likewiſe a juſt Gop, and will by no means 

vil BY © clear the guilty, nor let ſin go unpuniſnt, Exod. 

int xxxys 5. CH" ale nnn able to 

vil ——ů—ů Power of "thine anger? Plat | 
IF. ir. Thou even thou art to befeared; and v | 

id may ſtand in thy 2 When e 

ti- „ grp Pſfal. lxxvi- "Ong is - LORD. 

re- G0 who judgeth, . 80 And, whi ich 

nd gives a ee he that is steh 

a . proper- 

ft 22 never Teaſe to hate iniquity, and to be an 
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wicked ways, then Gov is pesemptorily reſolved to 
wake you miſerable, If you be determined upon a 
ſinſul courſe ; Ge is alſo eter 
with you, that he will not ſpars , but that his 


” ++. anger and jealouſy hall males agrinit vou,“ and | 


that © all the curſes that are wrirten in his book ſhall 
* light upon you. and that“ he will lat out your 
* name from under heaven s he hath fiworn in his 
ath, thät unbalirving and impenitent ſinners 
t ſhall not enter imo his coſt: and ſor the greater aſ 
. 1 e — — ac 
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and net be able cefly to.any in-hopes of refuge. 

Adly, Tha canſideration of Gqp*sunch eneſs. 
25 r 
ſinners to repentance. If they will but leave their 
bins, and turn to him, 8 
_ for** he is a Gon gracious 
anger, and ready to forgive; 
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e bly good, and his merry endurath for ever: by 
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his faithful people and ſervants are in great diſtreſ 
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thi D. is 1 repent and to ap- 

reſcue. Deut. xxxii. 36. The Lozp 

«6. 3 people, and repent himſelf for his 
= — when he ſeeth that their 

Thus we ſhould ca 
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426 4 vedere Ulk mon & change them, and they u 
* * ſhall be,changeds —.— lame, and ; 
years ſhall have no end. wn whe te. 
ene this comfort t the church and 

God, v. 28. Therelälgren 
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— his *. jon ; of Ghrifti- 
_ 5 he who is their Saviohn, and N hope, 
bg the ſame yeſterday; —— — 
that te that is, andathat 1 is to COME,” ",,1 
all du 5 the yi > olga N eats gf, 
We are continually changing, — are not 
ſame we were; ſome of us were young, and now 
are old; once, perhaps, flouriſht in g parcel | 
ty, but now are poor and need; were once ſtrong 
and healthful, but now ſickly and weak: it ſhould 
comfort us in-all-theſs changes, that Gop is ſtill 
< the ſame,” and he alone is inſtead of all other com- | 
forts and ſupports: when all other things fail, we 
may ©* rejoice in the Lox, and joy in che Ge of | 
2 our ſalvation.” * * * and we 
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dons of Gov is « parſe. mprenention” of the ye 
and relation of " things one to another? f 6 


| every thing, and to en 1nd eee Ee» 
in number, and meaſure. 1 mall t pre- 
ſent ſpeak of the firſt of theſe, the, knowledge ef | 


Gov ; which, as I ſaid," is a perfect comprehenfion | 


2—. 
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8335 5 .q kt ul, 75 w | | 
SERM.- 5 ee rs that this atrbur be 


| tives of the „ 
„ I Thirdly, draw ſome praftical i agrees from the 
> A ˙ 
= g Firſt, for the proof or it; TABlanempeit tuo yt 
Wy I. From the diftates of natural light and reaſon. 
= 2. From ſcripture or divine revelation. 
<< . 2 From the dictates of natural light and reafol. 
begin wi firſt ; ſe; unleſs this be eſta - 
all divin re falls to the ground; un- 
leſs natural cafon aſſures us, that Gop is endowed 
Voith knowledge and underſtanding, it is in vain to 
| enquire aſter divine revelation. For to make any re? 
velation credible,” two things are requiſite on the 
part of the revealer, ability and integrity; that he 
lave a perfect knowledge and underſtanding of the 
thing which he reveals, ſo that he cannot be de- 
ceived himſelf; and ſo much goodneſs and truth, 
that he will not deceive us. Now unleſs our reaſon Wl 
aſſure us s that Go is endowed with knowledge and 
ö ſtanding, the firſt mee e ae want- 


This being premiſod, I us Fs to 4s Ea of it it 
| from ſuch arguments as our natural "reaſon ſuggeſts 
to us. I have formerly told you, that the divine 
perfections are not to be proved by way of demon- 
ſtration, but by way re ne ſhewing the 
abſurdities and inconvehiencies of che contrary; for = 
if we deny knowledge to Gop, we muſt deny it to . 
1 hg Fo ch it to be eser t 


"= 
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hen ie Genz all . W 
ral reaſon ; for natural reaſon. dictates tous; that {39 
een is a perfection, that it is to be found in 
the creatures, and that the denial of it to Gap will 
argue many other imperfections in tho divine nature; 
now theſe are ſo many arguments which natural rea · 
ſon offers e n ta ene that. 5 e xelong 
© to Goo. :. CHOLLI 

1. It is a perfettion, POP PIPE nf to Gov, 
Natural reaſon tells us, though the ſcripture had 
not ſaid it, that knowledge excels ignorance a 
«© much as light doth darkneſs ;**. now whatever is 
perfect and excellent is to be attributed to the di- 
vine nature; for this is the firſt notion we have f 

Gov, that he is ©: a being abſolutely perfect. . 

2. Knowledge is to be found in ſome of the crea- 
bi and therefore is much more in Go the crea - 
tor, becauſe it is derived from him. Our very un; 
derſtandings whereby we know Gov, or any thing > 
elſe, are an argument that knowledge andunderftand-. * 
ing are in Gpp. Heben wem 10 tlie en . 
knowledge to them that know underſtanding,'? 8 
if he communicates this perfection to the creatures 
he himſelf is much more poſſeſt of it. The ſcripture _ 
indeed uſeth this argument, but I mention it as that 
which natural reaſon doth ſuggeſt to the moſt brut - 
iſh and ignorant of men. Pfal. xciv. 8, 9, 10. Uns 
ſis « derſtand, ye brutiſh among the people; and ye 
8 « fools, when will ye be wiſe ? he that planted the 
« ear, ſhall Is need? he that nn eye, 
“ ſhall he not ſee?” | 7 877 

3. The denial of this e God, argued. 

y other fections in the divine nature. Na» 
thing would more eclipſe the divine nature, than ta 
take away this perfection from it 3 3 : 

$a YR Ls an 
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= 8858 | | The menu. of Gov: 7 
\ SE RM. an univerſal obſcurity upon Gop's other perfeftiohs 
2 wh this would be to put out the light of heaven, and 
do turn © the brightneſs of the morning into the 
«© ſhadow of death.” If we remove this perfection 
from Gop, we. deny his wiſdom. He that does 
not know the nature and qualities of things, cannot 
© know how to apply means to ends, to fit or ſuit one 
thing to another: and we weaken his power. What 

2a impotent and ineffectual thing would power be 
8 without knowledge ? what irregular things would it 
? What untoward combinations. of effects 
| would there be, if infinite r were ee 


ing d And, conſequenitly, IE har his Waere 
dence; for without knowledge there can be no coun- 
ſel, no fore caſt of events, no proviſion for the fu- 


ture, no of the world. And this is not 
all ; for without knowledge there could be no ſuch 
thing as goodneſs : for he is not good that does 
good out of ignorance, or from a blind neceſſity, 
- There could be no veracity, nor juſtice, nor merxy 
in Gop; for all theſe ſuppoſe knowledge. He that 
| ſpeakstruth muſt know it ; he that is juſt, muſt un- 
_derftand right from wrong; he that ſhews mercy, 
muſt know who-ate miſerable, and how they way 
be relixved; and not to labour in a thing fo plain 
and eaſy: chowwaythe knowkige of Con, and you 
render him incapable of any honour from his erea- 
tuives 3 for if we Rio not what honour We 
dio him, it is loſt labour to give him. any. And'thit 
we may ſee theſe are the deduttions of natural : 
ſon, without che advantage of revelution, We mal 
find the heathens, Sho were eftitixe of divine rewe 
tation, did artribare this! on to GUD. Tu 
R Devs a 
| cer dere; 
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| a | lab: woe < ah 
| fear, 2 immortalibus ee inter paſiit, Wich 
is an - owning of his omn ſcience . lee . . 
meat Deum omnia pervidentem, & « „ 


ante, ©& . 
| animaduortentom, curvoſum & N 8 85 
de Nat. Deor. I. 1. e dee, Tie 
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2. From ſtripture 

ee e bio of 7 

might be gathered together upon this argument; 

I will only inſtance in two or three: Job i 4 © 

« He that is perfect in knowledge, 1 0 4 3 

xxxVii. 16. Dot thou know the wondrous works 

&« of him who is perfect in knowledge? nf 

 Hither we may refer thols toc Which rep ofont 

Gop by way of condeſcenſion to our infirmity, a 
"" Wi having eyes and ears, which gnify his knowledge | 
5 of what is done in the world; and thoſe which ſpeak 
=» ll © Him as communicating to us all the knowledge 
| which we have; he giveth wiſdom to the wif, 
TY © and underſtanding to them that know underſtand- | 
0 ing, Dan. il. 21. And thoſe which ſpeak of 
Wy Gon, as knowing the moſt ſecret things, the hid- 
den things of darkneſs,” the hearts ar the choughth - 
7 i of men; and thoſe things which are at the greateſt + 
7 Bl diſtance, as future things; and of the t un. 
2 certainty, as the contingent acts of free creatures; 
u each of theſe I ſhall particularly conſider; for in 
ing chat Go knows all cheſs, his knowledge 
un ee all other things wil be proved with advantage = | a 
wy for if any thing be out of the reach. of the Meine un- 
boy derſtanding, it muſt in all probabiliey be either thoſe " 
. things which are ſecret and hidden, as men's ſecreet 
1 | ns, or mer choughts 3 or elſe choſe thi 1 s which Te 
70 are to c 2 Bong COT 4h certain cauſe,. as 


cles; and the proving of this my 
16 Ga be 
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| and particular notice of all the actions of men, even 


3 ene n there is no darkneſs nor 


5 3 Kr Fegtipere % 8 Ta Try) Sinn. Arrian, 


| « all his goings, Job xxxiv. 21. 


; man, and'a beam of the light which comes with us 
of heathens in it. I will but produce one or two 


mittat deos intueri. Socrates, as Xenophon tells us, 


be of great uſe to u, re 


of religion, W ves, 
1 begin with the 
1. Of theſe, viz. That Gap, takes very en 


thoſe that are moſt ſecret. And in the handling of 
thus, J ſhall ſpeak diſtinctly to theſe three things. 

by” That Gov takes knowledge of all our actions; 
« his eyes are upon the ways of man, n acer: 


2. That he is a curious obſerver b 44 ks 
& ſeeth all his goings, he marks all his ſteps,” 


takes . very nr 4699 eee ce of all wi 
- we d,. | 


3. He takes: notice of thoſe. Ani which: are 


„ ſhadow of death, where the workers of iniquity 
may hide themſelves, Job xxxiv. 22. 
; 1. That Gop takes notice of all our actions. 
And that-this notion was planted in the mind of 


into the world, will appear by the general agreement 


teſtimonies to this purpoſe. Tully lays down this 
Principle, as that which makes men regular and or- 
derly, and fit for ſociety: fit igitur hoc perſuaſun 
civibus, qualis quiſque fit, quid agat, quid in ſe ad- 


was wont to ſay, Ware Jes; eidivas Ta Ts Aty0- 


n his diſcourſe upon Epictetus, tells us, it is neceſ 
fary that every one ſhould be perſuaded. of this, in 


1 tee Tav WegTleperuy «Ooggra: dd r 348, 5< that] 


ee tas is deve avs frm of Goo,” 


; it tends very much to the advancement 


* «a K 


Thou moſt 


6, „ che fv of his dans 1 

2. He is a curious; obſeryer, 8 
notice of all that we do. Job faith,” © he ſeeth all 
cc our ſteps ;? ” and Solomon, that he pondereth 


| « all our goings;“ Ba St < he weighs chem 


iin a balance. So 1 Sam. ii. 3. The Lonxp is 
* a Gon of knowledge, by. him actions are weigh» 


| 66 ed.” Job xxxi. 3 Both he not ſee my ways, 


&« and count all my ſteps ?” | which doth not imply 
the difficulty, but the perfection and exactneſs of 
Gop's knowledge; he knows the quality of our 
ations, and all the circumſtances. of them, all the 


| degrees of good and evil that are in them: whatever 


may commend an action, or . blemiſh it; whatever 
may. aggravate a fin, or excuſe. it. Iſa. xxyi. 5. 


upright doth weigh the path of the | 
„ juſt,” There's not a good word that we. 


but Gov. hears i it, Mal. ii. 16. « And the Lake 


3s hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance 


<< was vricten before him; '; and all we do is © . 7 


*ed.in his book, Pſal. lvi. 8g. 
3. He takes notice of thoſe actions which are moſt. 
S and hidden, the good as well as bad; when 


we e do our alms i in ſecret, when we enter into 


t our cloſets and. ſhut the doors, our father. ſeeth 


<< in ſecret,” Mat. vi. Nor can we retire our ſelxes 
to any place, where we can ſin ſo as Go ſhall not 


ſee us, where we can hide our fins. from his ſight, or 


our few from en Hes r e a 
| a Ws | heathen 


a: 


of this; 3 Grey Om Id Scher 
1X x er Dm : brite, ncht Ne. Nixen; 
Ar 657" * g der, NA 4 Tres evdev $5, +.L dei 
rb. daipey to, Tis Fgroc e Hane, 4. 5 
Sunn T1 waters; gra Fin ESE. © 
| * The feripture is full of teſtimonies to this purpoſe 
Plal. e haſt ſet our before 
«© thee, and our fecret ſins in the light of thy coun- 
<< tehance;”” thoſe fins which we commit in the 
dark are in the light of the divine knowledge, 
& darkneſs and light are all one to him; Pfal. cxxxix. 
II, 12. Jer. xvi. 17, 23, 24. * Can any hide him- 
/ ces, that I ſhall not fee him? 
II. 'Gop knows the hearts and oo 1 — 
which implies theſe two things. 
" His perſect knowledge of hem. 
2dly. That this is his peculiar-prerogative. 
itt. Gop perfectly knows the hearts s „ J. 
xVii. 10. I the Loxp ſearch the heart, and try 
« the reins; where 5 heart and reins, which. are 
the moſt inward parts f the body, and lie leaſt open 
; to diſcovery, are ſignifſed the moſt ſeeret thoughts 
| and motions of the ſoul; theſe Gov is faid to ſearch 
and try, not as if it were a work of labour and dif- 
hearts of men, And ee ive 10 Herr thoughts, but 
to ſignify to us the perfection and exactneſs of the 
_ divine ; as when men would know a 
thing exactly, they ſearch into every part of it, and 
examins every thing narrowly ; ſo Gov is ſaid to 
_ < ſearch the heart,“ to ſignify to us that he knows 
the hearts of men, as thoroughly as we do any thing 
upon the ſtricteft ſearch and moſt diligent examina- 
don; upon the ſame account he is ſaid elſewhere in 
ſcript o weigh-the ſpirits of men; Om wr 
"WE; | 66 
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« ag aces wi oy 


2. 4 bis oon yes 


hath as perfect a knowledge of 
and inclinations of mens hearts, a avs of thoſe 


chings „ in « balance with = WINE: 0 


die bee eltes WIA Kings 7 . 

« For thou, even thou, knowelt the hearts of all the 

« children uf men. xChron. xvii. 9. The Lon . 

« ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all the imia- 5 
« ginations of the choughts. How cloſe and re- 


p Dore de es of che ar” Prob. uv; 11. 
3 Hell and deſtruction are before him, how ft 
Y more the hearts of the children of men r. V 
ever pretences men may make, G ſees l ough 
chem, and 'difcovers the very "intentions of her 5 
hearts. Phal. vii. 9. The righteous Lok p tricththe 2-4; 
heart and reins.” Heb. iv, 13. It is faid there ff | 
te the word of Gop,” chat it is © a diſcerner of the . 
thoughts and intentions of the heart; for al . 
. things are naked and open to the eye 0 im v | 

= whom we have to do, and there is 8 a 
E 8 


no man knows what he ſhall chin e. .to morrow, 
ben "hin Go. knows, for he knows. us more inti- 
PR and thoroughly than we do our ſelves ; 
© 'Gop is greater than our hearts,, and knows al 
« things, 1 John iii. 20. | 
And though the ſcripture had not nel this fo 
plainly, yet we had not been wholly ignorant of it; 
it is a principle implanted in us, and born with us, 
as being part of that natural notion which men have 
of God; the reaſon of our minds tells us, that Gop | 
knows our hearts; and the fears and Jealouſies, of 
our minds are an evidenee of it. 
1 The reaſon of every man's mind tells Am 
chat the fix upreme being, whom we call Gon, is en- 
dowed with all perfection, and among his other per- 
fections, thar he excels in knowledge; and to 
the perfection of knowledge it is required, that. it 
extend it ſelf to all objects, and that nothing be ex- 
empted from it. The knowledge of Gop in reſpe& 
of all objects, is like the fun in reſpect of this lower 
world, nothing is hid from. the light of it. We 
haue naturally this apprehenſion of Gop, that he is 
an immenſe being, every where preſent, that he inti- 
mately penetrates all places and things, and .conſe- 
quently chat he is preſent to our ſpirits,. and ſees all 
the motians of our minds, and diſcerns the very ſe- 
ee and there can be no ſuch thing 
as ſecrecy and retirement from an eye that is every 
where, and a knowledge that pierceth into all things. 
And to convince us that theſe are the dictates of 
natural reaſon, without the help and aſſiſtance of di- 
vine revelation, we ſhall find that the heathens, who 
and Tool the advantage of natural light, were firmly 
ſſeſt with this apprehenſion, that Gop knows the 
[8 of. ms . may be ſuffcicndy en 
— 
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tO 


| purd, inicgrã, atque 4ntorruptd mente i voecr wene- 


will pleaſe him.” N 
| Judged che purity o our. hearts. and thoughts,. and 
an honeſt diſpoſition of mind, to be moſt! acc - 


they did moſt firmly believe that Lan! knows x uh 
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heart and mind. Te tha ſenſe; Tully ſpeaks,- 


tus autem deorum eff: opting us, idemaae Sag _ 


que  Janſtiſmys Plenifſimuſqane: pietasis, ut cos ſampry 


rewur 3 ** The beſt and holieſt Forſhip of the gods 
1 hon nortipah - * ; | 


Compoſt Jas foſtue anni, ſanttofqur fas 


Metis, E incoltum generoſo putts. bee 
1 Het ceda uf weden ben pit 5 are hit abo. 0.” 


* be juſt and. honeſt , and the; plains N ner 


ble to their gods, we may certainly conclude, that 


crets of mens hearts ;, otherwiſe 
need for men to endeavour to recomn 


Bus: Way to the divine een ee pz ; oat . . 


Zut we need not argue this 
are, many expreſs paſſages in their xitings. bio 
do ſufficiently ſignify their bebef,of; this pr 
TFhales, one of their moſt. ancient philoſophers, bring 
alked, if an unjuſt man could conceal himſelf. from 
, Cop de,  he,anfixered, t he cannot ſoimych as hige 
fm him che yery.choughts and deſign of it. .. 
crates (e Xenaphon bells u), as Want to-inculcats - 
this ent, . e . r ws h 5 
"36 4 5 


3360 - at PP ay Gov. 
SERM. & and what we think in lence.” To the fame purpoſe 

xe Artianin his diſertations pi 1g 

the principles of a vrrtuous life, «firſt of all, ſaith he 
we mult learn this, that there is a Gop who takes 

C care of the world, and that there is nothing hid 
from him, not only what we do, but not ſo much 
<< as what we think and deſign.” So likewiſe Tul- Wl 

3 of laws, let every man be firmly Wl * 

<< perſuaded of this, that the gods ſee what every Will 
« man is, and with what mind and devotion they 
c ſerve them :** I will add but one teſtimony more, 
and that is of Seneca in his epiſtles, nibil Deo clau- 
ſum oft, intereſt animis noſtris, & cogitationibus me- 
diis intervenit, * we can keep nothing cloſe from 
* Gop, for he is preſent to our minds, and intimate 
0 our thoughts; ſo that you ſee this' principle 
is deeply rooted in the minds of men, and War: men 
do naturally reaſon themſelves into it. 

(2.) The natural fears of men are likewiſe a erg 
acknowledgment of this; and I take this to be a 
great truth, that a man's natural actions, and ſuch as 
happen upon ſurprize and without deliberation, are 

a better argument of the intimate ſenſe of our minds, 
and do more truly diſcover what lies at the bottom 

. of our hearts, and what notions are natural to us, 
tt⸗ſan our contrived and deliberate diſcourſe. If I ſee 
1 ad man upon the ſudden ſight of a ſerpent recoil 
| ſtart back, though he tell me never ſo often that he 

is. not afraid, yet I am ſufficiently convinced of the 
contrary, becauſe I ſee in his countenance and catri- 

age a natural acknowledginent of fear and danger ; 

| Jo if menfindthatupon thedeſighing of a ſecret wick- 
/  "ednefs, which never went further than their own 
hearts, their conſciences do ſting and laſh them, that 

"they have a ſenſe of guilt, and ä 
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Seeler intra 1 tacitum qui cite. 2 2 
 Falti crimen baba.” e gp 


4. He that meditates 8 in 8 4 5 
<< heart, is guilty.to himſelf, as if he had commit- 

tt ted it; this is a plain confeſſion, that the· man 
ſtands in awe of ſomething beſides himſelf, and is 
Jealous that chere is one that is conſcious to whe he 
2. That 0 bag a perfe and choroughknow- 
ledge of mens hearts, is the peculiar. 
Goes This is implied in the anſwer to that quoſti- 
| on, . who can know the heart of man? Jer. xvii, 
10 5 I the Loxp ſearch. the heart, and try che 
* reins ” this is the prerogative. of Gop, and one 
of his chief titles, that he is xaplioy vac, 5 a knower 
of the heart, 1 Kings vii. 39. Thou, even thou onl y 
| 4. knowelt. the hearts of all the children of men. 

Men may make a probable conjecture at the thoughts 
and deſigns of others, from their words and actions; 
but Gop only knows them. Men are conſcious to 
| their own thoughts and purpoſes; . the ſpirit of 2 
man that is in him, knows the things of a man; 
but they cannot ſee into the ſecrets. of another man's 
mind; tis Gop, alone that knows the hearts of al! 
men z the heart of a man is a privileged place, and 
the ſecret and inward workings of it are not ſubject 
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mits of human knowledge are the outward appearan- 
ee NS, - 1 Sam. xvi. 7. ce The Lonb ſeeth 


* ; A 1 K 4 


n r 0-005 koh v was” 


to the cognizance of any but Gon alone. The li- ; 


raw , © Würd a OR nne ** on tho 
— 2 © heat ok ae Move i Hut ſuperficial, and | 
upon the outfide and furfice of things, but 
the divine -ktiewledge pierceth to the very center 
every thing. Now the darkeſt place, the moſt in- 
ward retirement, the privateſt dose in the whole 
world, is the heart of man, and this Gop only is 
privy to; Deus auctor mum & 7 omnium, 
2 quo bil ſetrttum efſe poteſt, tenebris intereſt, inter 
n & rogitationibus noſtris quaſi alteris temebris, faith 
Min Ftelx, GO nn, and ſees all 
« things, and therefore nothing can be ſecret from 
* him; he is preſent in Foes 4 and he is 
_ 0 the 1 of men, which are as it were . 
The devil indeed ptererds to Fog ldwiedge 5 
1 wol take upon him to Kno the integrity of 
Job's heart better than 5 himſelf; and that not- 
Wichſtanding the teſtimony which Gop gave of his 
integrity, yer i he were but ſoundly tried by afflic 
tion, he would renounce Gob, and curſe him to his 
face: but the eyent proved hom pri and 
er this ſuggeſtion was. But there is a far 
reater difficulty in this matter; from che p of 
dme divines concerning the devil's immediate ac- | 
den to the minds of men, and his power to caſt 
wicked thoughts into them; which ſeems oy con- 
hearts; for by the ſame re foh chat he can imprint 
thoughts upon men's minds, be — 4 mn. tha 
n 1 48 _ 
That the devil is a very gacious - fpirit. | indica 


nations of men's minds, ror the prota rorkir 
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eſts and defigns, n en hats paſtors, of Ge RAE 
actions in publick and private, and from our prayers 
and confeſſions to God (if he permit him de ee 
to be ſo near good men) I think there is no doubt: 
a 5 aaagan ys efmonicn 1 


— =: 


1. That there are few. i. Hh ob which map 
not more probably be reſolved into the wickedneſ 
and infidelity of men's hearts, or into the darkneſs 
and melancholy of our tempers, which are apt my Fe as 


dine a 


ſelves, not — an odd and Grange inn 
fluence the diſorder of our bodily: humours may have 
upon our minds, as we ſee in violent fevers, and 
ſeveral other diſeaſes; and melancholy, though the 
| workings of it are more ſtill and quiet, is as truly a 
diſeaſe as any ocher ; ſo that I chuſe rather to aſcris 3 
as much of. theſe to a bodily-diſtemper as may ba. 
1 em Wur- ng to 
upon the minds of men. e wer 
e ee eee ee, 
ele without prejudice to this prerogative of Gn 
which the ſcripture plainly gives him, of being © the 7 
— EO” OO ER oo ol 
when it is ſaid, 1 Chron. xxi. 1. that Satan pro- | 
* Wes ** . W Fs 


xxii. 3. 
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3364 e bu e 1 
26, Ni. 3. That the devil entred into Jud gh and 
Has. 3. That . Satan had filled the bent of A- 
„„ nanias to lie unto the Holy Ghoſtz*? and Eph. i ii. 
2. That © the devil is the ſpirit that worketh in the 
</ children of diſobedience: I ſay, I cannot think 
that any, or all of theſe expreſſions do amount to 
ſuch an immediate power of putting wicked thoughts 
into men's minds; but they only: ſignify, that the 
devil hath a greater hand in ſome ſins than others, 
and that a heart wickedly bent and inclined, give 
him a great advantage to tempt men more powerful. 
ly, by preſenting” the occaſions of ſuch wicked 
thoughts and actions to them; for it is uſual, in 
ſcripture- phraſe, as to aſcribe all good motions 
Gop's ſpirit, ſo all evil thoughts and e. to the 
devil, not that he is the immediate cauſe of them, 
but becauſe he is always ready to tempt men to e 
and one way pr other to promote them. | 
3. I ſee flo reaſon to grant (as many eee 
an immediate power to the devil over tlie fancies and 
imaginations of men, and that he may know the 
workings of them, though not the ſecret thoughts 
of men's minds; for this ſeems to me to be in ef. 
fect to grant him the knowledge of men's hearts, 
or give him a key to that cloſet- which Gop 
reſerved to himſelf :' for it is a very nice diſtinc- 
_ tiog which is here made between the thoughts of 
men's minds, and the images of their fancies ; and 
i theſe ſhould/ happen to be but words that ſignify 
the ſame thing, we ſhall unawares intrench upon the 
prerogative of Go. Therefore becauſe the ſcrip- 
kure is a ſtranger to theſe nice and ſubtile distinction 
between the imaginations of the fancy, and the 
thoughts of the heart, I think it mack Gf to-.af 
fre the prerogative of Gov in that laude that the 
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nd fripeare aſerh he pa fo all the inward SER . 8 
A- motions: of the ine the thoughts and intenti- = 
il. the heart, and roundly to affirm that all the | 
he otions ahi r ſouls are totally exempt from 

nk — cognizance. of ee but 

to alone. 3 2 wart nor deni 
many further kr owledge of: hems than may be collect 

he en inferred: in a way of probable con jecture from 

rs, the particular knowledge of; men's Kt and ha- 

Ve bits and mRges and, the: courſe of their, as Actions. 1 | 
l- proceed 0 the A f tt a 
ed Particular; Gon? eee eee ee "= 
in This Gov: e as the way to diſcern the true 

to Go from idols, Iſaiah xli. 21, &c. 2 Produce 

ne a © 2a cauſe, ſaith the Loxp, bring forth Jour | 

n, ſtrong reaſons, faith the king of Jacob; that 

n, is, let them bring ſome argument that may-convince 

. us that they arè gods; and he inſtanceth in foretelling 

e future events, ver. 22. Let them ſhew the former 

d things, what chey be, that we may conſider them, 

he Mie: reer of them; or declare un 

ts things for to. come Shew the things that are to 

f. nereatter, e we may E nau that ye are 


« gods. Coy puts it upon thisifſue, 1 
it foretel future things, then they are gods; if 

not; they are As vanity, and a work of naught, and 
* he is an abomination that chuſeth them, ver. 
24. By things'ro- come,” I underſtand; ſuch ef- 
fects as do not depend upon any neceſſary cauſp, 
but upon the will of free agents, and ſo may be, 
or may not be; from whence it is F ders 8 
the prerogative of Gop, proper ar to 
t6:know-furure events; . A here = tall confider 
pwn ot ; r bel 7 
1. * Goo knows hu Vents 
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* ” rm the difares of nam light, and from feriprure 


| « with Gop for wife and children: At illis notum, 
d pueri, year — this 
was their n 


bis hook de Din, bann Is 
s a thing as divination, — farwvs 
ia zſſue 0b beroicis duſa teins rw 
| ta confer ſecond aber 


1 


. Arber „ 
1. Gop knows ds ac; 3 
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the beſt part of wiſdom; and unleſs this did belong 
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dune our endeavour;leave che events of things to Gon, 
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banane nobis, rebuſque fit utile ae. * ur. 
And afterward, fach be, “ We are importunae 


Tully. lays down this or a price, 0 —— . 
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One ſeg of them, rde Stoicks,” hekd thergbere mes 
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though in their ſpurs they __ 1 5 o fach S 
things as events and contingencies, yet they are 
agreed in the thing that thoſe . which'we call 955 
events, though they would not call them ſo, were 
fore - known — And for this 1 ſhall only=cite | 
one teſtimony of Seneca, ſpeaking of Gop's fore- 
knowledge of the moſt contingent things, the diſ- 
poſitions of men long before they are born 3 he adds, 
nota eſt enim illis operis ſui ſeries, omniumqus illi 55 
rum per manus ſuas iturarum ſcientia in aperto hen 
per eft , nobis ex abdito. ſubit; & que repentina pu 
tamus, lis proviſa veniunt & familiaria; and how 
peremptory ſoever this ſect is in their diſputes: about 
fate, yet when they ſpeak of the Te iO nuiv, arid 
generally in their moral diſcourſes, they ſeem plain- 
ly to me to erna, che will of man from thy yy 
| neceſſity. » W 
And thoſe ben becks of the philaſaphern chat d 
nied fate, did generally grant Gop's e 
oe ledge of contingent things. I. grant indeed, thut 
they did rather make Gov's fore-knowledge an ar- 
bitrary and voluntary, than a neceſſary perfectioti, 
that is, that Goo, when he pleaſed to apply him 
ſelf to it, could fore- know all future events: but 
their general opinion was, that as his providence did 
not extend to ſmall and inconſiderable things, ſo 
neither his fore-knowledge. But Tully ſeems to at- 
tribute a very perfect providence to him, and a fore- 
knowledg 


— 


5 


e of the leaſt things, Quis non timeat omnia 
Providentem, cogitantem, animadvertentem, & amnia 
ad ſe pertinere putantem, curioſum @ negotii plenum 
Deum? But I cannot ſay he is conſtant to himſelf: 

22 all agree in granting to him this derfection 
11 1 VIII. 


2. 


ISK BD 


SEAN himſelf with it; and had ed 8 
N — night eaſihy have appre- 
* dende, bear g no trouble nor wearineſ to an inf 
| nding, eee, 

the leſt things how many fear they bo. 
2. From ſcripture, eee ee eſtimoni 
of it. V%%V%VVV%VVVVVV IO ALE SAT: 
NG) Teſtimonies, Ia. xlvii 3 15 
een unto Gop are all his works, from the 
| 2 beginning of the world, an eb from on 
| * which by the way I cannot but compate 
5 the forecited place of Seneca. Bus cam 10 


„ fo. en ai as iis 
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fi ſeries, &c. 1 
5 the dear ad py procifioned 


before they happened, Gen. xy 
fg. Gop — the children of Iſrael's deliverarite 
after 430 years, which he punctually accompliſhed, 
Exod. xii. 40, 41. The prophet that propheſied 
againſt the altar at Bethel named the man that ſhould 
do it, Joſias, 350 years before-hand, 1 Kings iii 
2. The deliverance of the children of Iſrael from the 
Babyloniſh captivity was foretold 100 years befor 
to be done particularly by Cyrus; which is fo ſtrange, 
= that the prophet brings it in with a preface of Gop's| 
=—_ _ wiſdom and power, Iſa. xliv. 24, &c. Which war 
l aſterward preciſely fulfilled, when the 70 years were 
= expired. How are the life and death of the Meſſias, 
= with many particular circumſtances foretold f And 
did not he fs the deſtruttior "of Jernlalim-ip 

| 1 o 

— e 
| eg, Gop himſelf may be reſolved to effect 

5 7 eee to do 2 When he hach el 
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xxxi. 16. . —— 
K M 2, 3, 960 Our Sa vioun foretold the tre- 
chery of Judas and Peter's denial of him: now theſe 
are ſo evil, that it were blaſphemy to ſuppoſe the ho- 
ly Gop: to have any hand in them; . 
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of the — of Gov. 
ed 4 | * 84 N. 1. 3 RV * | 
ll 7%-Low#o Gon by ſpies 5 
11 —— — 
. 92 | 1, 2 
e, — of the moſt — e dhe ams 
of men, and future events; 2 of which 
as Fang . . es was which I come now ys” | 
Ae conſider, „ 
10 
nd 
* 
2 events, which may, 3 have no n 

and determinate truth, that is, ir is not certain either. 
a ſe hey wil, pe will no he, been they hare 0o”" 
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Which II prove thus; whatever event hath actually 


R — 00 271 u, 
Anſwer, This J confeſs is — — Gkeuley; 1 3 

| fhall not be ſo ſolicitous to da it nay a5 to give 

ſatisfaction to it. 

1. I might ſay, with a very 4 oroketality; that 

the certainty of knowledge doth not depend upon the 

uncertainty of the - cauſe, but of the object, which 

may be certain, though the cauſe: be contingent. 


has 2. 
COL N 


happened, as becauſe now it is paſt, it is certainly 
true, that it was; ſo becauſe it once was, it was cer- 
tainly true before it was, that it would be; as in 
Peter's denying of Cuxlsr. If it be now true, that 
he hath denied him, it was true before, that he would 
deny him; and it being determinately true, Gon 
ſaw it as it was; ſo that here is an — of a certain 

knowledge. "7 
2. Though we could not explain the poſſibility of 
Gov' s knowing future contingencies, much leſs the 
manner how; yet we are ſufficiently aſſured that Gon 
- doth know them. + Iwill give but one inſtance for 
the proof of this. Nothing more evident than the 
fin of Adam; yet Gop fote-knew this, how elſe was 
CuRIs T ©* decrded': before the foundation of the 
world d Cun 18 was a remedy upon the occaſi- 
on of ſin; now the remedy could not be deſigned 
beſore the fin was fore-ſeen:- and this being certain, 
cum conſtat de re, fruſtra inquiritur de modo, when 
ve are certain of the thing, tis not i neceſſary to 
& know the manner. We are ſatisfied of many 
things, the manner whereof we do not know; we 
believe the union of the ſoul and body, though no 
man can explain how a. ſpirit can be united to mat- 
ter; 75 ve bin tho ene 4 matter, that! is, that 
2 the 


- © 1 a. Hot Aa. and - ow 
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Odliſaga, many things, the manner whereof is unima- 
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finite knowledge knows things, we ſhould be _ 


'w © 


us to put on the modeſty of creatures, and to remem- 


the particular manner. Some ſay, that Go ſees hoe 


faith he c can give an account, a his on — 
ignorance. And ſo in many other things; that man 
doth not know himſelf, nor the meaſure of his on 

underſtanding, nor the nature and obſcurity 5 
that will not confeſs himſelf poſed in many things, 
that-doth not acknowledge that there are many a 


ginable, and of which our delt nw * under- 
ſtanding can give no-account. 

3. Tis very unreaſonable. to n we . ſhould. | 
know all the ways which infinite knowledge hath of 
knowing things. We have but finite faculties and 
meaſures, which bear no proportion to infinite powers 
and objects. Could we explain the manner how in- 


Gop in knowledge, our underſ would be 
infinite like his; and in this caſe eſpecially it bec omes 


ber that wo are finite and limited. Some arrogant 
ſpirits take it for an affront to their underſtandit 
that any one ſhould expect they ſhould believe any — 
thing, though they have the higheſt aſſurance of it, = 
if they cannot explain the particular manner of itz, | 


they make nothing to deny Gon's knowledge of fu 


ture events, er they may be ſatisfied ab; the parti · | | 
cular Way how he knows them. Dt I = 5 | 
I know there are thoſe. ee ee ex 


ture events in Jpecula voluntatis; others ſay, that the 
eternity of Gop is actually commenſurate to all du- 


ration, as his immenſity to all ſpace, and ſo Gop 
doth not ſo properly fore-ſee and fre- Know, as ſee 


and know future things by the preſentiality and co- 
exiſtence of all th 85 in all ctertüty 3 for they lays 


SEAM. that fbeure things are actually proſunt and exiſting 


Of ths — Gon 


to Go though not in menſur#proprid, yet in nen- 
unnd alm: the ſehool· men have much moro of this 
Jargon and canting language; and Penvy no man 
the underſtanding theſe phraſes; but oo me they ſeem 
to ſignify nothing, but to have been words invented 
by idle and eoneeited men, which a great many ever 
ſince, "left they ſhould ſeem to be ignorant, would 
ſeem to underſtand ; but I wonder moſt, that men, 
when they have amuſed and puzzled themſelves and 
thers "with hare bags. ſhould cal ye explaining 


| "The ſam of tbe anſver is d; chavaplvin we have 
done all we can, Gop's fore- knowledge of future e- 
vents may ſeem contradictious and impoſſible to us, 
much leſs do I expect ever to be able to give a par · 
ticular account of the manner of it: but we have ſuf - 
ficient aſſuranee of the thing, and unleſs we had in- 
finite underſtandings, ie wore eee ee 
plain all the ways of infinite knowledge. 

Seeondly, It is objected, that if we can admit 
ſack # knowledge 4 in Gop as ſeems contradictious 
and impoſſible to our reaſon, why may we not allow 
and frame ſuch notions of his goodne and i 55 
To this I anſwer, there i is a great difference between 
thoſe perfections of Gop which are imitable, and 
thoſe which are not. Knowledge of future events is/ 
a 1 wherein we are not bound to be like 
Gef a we are aſſured of the thing, that he 
doth know them, it is not neceſſary that we ſhould 
know: the manner of it, and diſentangle it from con- 
tradiction and impoſſibility: but it is otherwiſe in 
Gop's goodneſs and juſtice, which are imitable: 
he that imitates, endeavours to be like ſomething 
* . e and we muſt have 2 Car idea and 
notion 


—— 


Techons is chlefy 


, 


| of future events is to be Adrtüttedl, 'notwithitanding, _ 
W che ſeeming chHradiction and impoſfibility of it, thete- 


vominentel'th 3 — Jer. 
ix, 24. By Ahieſe Gov reveals himiſclfy and detlares 
-his name, and takes Himſelf knen to us, æyun hy 
ibute Which declare his gocdnefs, and mer- 
aſtice, Exod. XIV. 6, 7. Pſal. XVI. 


ey, and 


15. Deut. Nil. . When Go ED 
a deſcription-of hiftiſelf ro Moſes, he pr 


So ttt 


« cauſe his goodneſs to paſs before him.“ 
it doth not follot, that becauſe Gop's Ks ore 


fore we are to admit of any notion of Goss Juſtice 


200000 


ble. The y 
Third dbjeAion is made up of ſeveral i 


encies n wouk? Follow un Goo" s Knowle 8 | 


's}- Je would pecauice that dert ab dne ebe 
Foy if Gop have an infallible knowledge — 


will do, then we cannot but do what he-infallibly 


fore; An we will do; for dine his — 
would be fallible. e 
Anſwer, Gop's burt krewhtig lays no r 


ö upon the event: in every event, we may — 


effect in itſelf, or with relation to the cauſe,” and 


che manner how it comes to paſs, conſidered in k- 
elf, it is future, with relation to it's cauſes, it is com 
tingent. Gop ſees it as both, and ſo, as that Which 
until it is, may be, or not be; and when it comes 


40-paſs, he ſces the man do it freely; and ſo before 
i be done, it Math no necefty; but upon — 
Hann 
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is, as Origen excellently explains 
Jit.. „ eee is not the cauſe of the things 
that are fore · xænown; but becauſe. the thing is fu- 
ture and ſhall be, this is the reaſon why it is fore- 
Known; ; for it doth not, becauſe it was known, come 
to pa; but᷑ becauſe it was to come to pals, there- 
fore it was fore known; and bare knowledge is no 
more the cauſe of any event, which becauſe it is 
known muſt infallibly be, than my ſeeing a man run, 
s the cauſe of his running; Which, ain A 4. 
, is infalliþly 8 

Adly. I Gov infallibly 1 3 men \ will 
do, how can he be ſerious 1 in his exhortations to re- 
pentance, in his en eee 

for the impenitency of men? r 

.. Anſwer. All theſe are foatded. de Derty - 
our actions. Gop exhorts to repentance and ex- 
Pects it, becauſe, by his grace, we may do it: he 
is ſaid to grieve for our impenitency, becauſe we 
„ may do otherwiſe, and will not. Exhortations are 
not in vain themſelves, but very proper to their end; 
0 though, through our obſtinacy and hardneſs, they 
| may be rendred vain to us, and without effect. If 
the weight of the objection lies upon ſerious, and 
you aſk how Gop can exhort men; ſeriouſly. to 
tdtuhuat which he fore-ſees that they will not do; thoſe 
whom he fore-knows will be finally in tent ? 1 
anſwer, if his exhortations were not ſerious, he 
could not fore-ſee the final impenitency of men. To 
fore · ſee men's final impenitency, is to fore-ſee their 
wilful contempt of Gop's warnings and exhorta- 
dia, and rejection of his grace: now mens wilful 
contempt of his warnings and exhortations cannot 
be fore · ſeen, unleſs Gop fore · ſee chat 1 bemte 
ons are n and 1 in good earneſt, 
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fore knowing vn ovine} Ip 


te his redeemer the Lonxn of hoſts, I am the firſt, 
and I am the laſt, and beſides me there is no God: 


„ and benen ſhall call, and. ſhall declare it, 
| i. 8 
— and the t 3s. that are coming. th 
6 and ſhall come? let — ——— unto them. Iſa.., 
xlvi. 9, 10. Remember the former things of old, 
„ for I am Gop, and there is none elſe; Tam go 


er for me. Knce 1 appeinted.ahs 


<< and there is none like me. Declarir 
e the beginning, occk ona cinemas Hh 


that are not yet done, ſaying, My counſel. Wes | 


5 ſtand, and 1 will do all my pleaſure.” - PE 
The reaſon. is evident, becauſe the i of, 


fad events is beyond the reach of any finite un- 


derſtanding; eſpecially if we grant it to be beyond 
our finite underſtanding, to explain the poſſibility of 


II. That Gop only knows future 281 Iſa. Are 
bm Thus faith the Lozp the king of Iſrael, and 


> 


ſuch a knowledge; for, to be ſure, that is out of 


the reach of our knowledge, which we cannot ſo 
much as underſtand how it is ee it eee bs ö 

known by any underſtanding. 3b 
But it may here be objected 4 did tos the 5 


among the heathens foretel ſeveral things, which 
Chriſtians are ſatisfied came ſrom the devil? I have 


not e f e ee eee . 7 


ture in hem: but grant they were really 


ſuch, as ſhews that the devil was conſcious to him-. 
ſelf of the uncertai af bis knowledge in thoſemat- 
ters: and thoſe few that ain 


K. Vor. VIII. 


and given out by a ſpirit; yet the darkneſs _ 


ambiguity; the affected and contriv | ambiguitys.;18 


dang $4 
A any: 


ſpirit) or elſe in disjunttive caſes, as when chere 


1 are but two ways for a thing to be, it muſt cithe | 


ledge of them, r can clearly be made out 
of things, with 


2 in which-abold-gueſſing way oben bit right 


but gueſſing at fiiture things, is far from'a know- 


| circurnſtances of time and perſon ſuch as we find in 


15 which, the greateſt ſagacity, and the utmoſt gueſſing 


gave inſtances out of 


have now done with the firſt gener bead I pro- 


poſed to be ſpoken to from theſe words, viz. To 


Fre chat this atribute of knowledge belongs. to 


Gaps T proceed to the 
Second, viz. To conſider een 


rogutive e the divine e 80 which 1. ſhall 


. G8 br un is preſent 3 his 
„ eye is always open, and every (731-1 anon 


of it. The knowledge of the creature is more pow- 
er than act; ir is nat much that we are capable of 
ing, but there is very little that we do. actually 


know? it is but one thing that we can fix our thoughts 


upon at once, ee Oe: 107 we can re- 
move chem to another object, 
off our minds from the Hoemer; and quit the cn 
know edge of it: but the knowledge of Gop 1 * an 


s Are at once in the view 


might go far e ee he 3 [ 


5 2 7 


inſtances, to the prediction of 
do nothing, ſuch as thoſe A hic | 


3 * Cats, rt PO ads A. 


ing. Heb: iv. 13. © Neither 
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es of hirm withwiom we He rode ”o__ 


beter whereby: be 
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a our knowledge —— ; 
f bur dork not pet 0 © 
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8 in 3 rice of bur as they appear ance and. > 1 
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mal ind reſerhblance; .Gov hath. a 8 
knowledge of the leaft things, Luke xii. 7. eye 
the very hairs of your head are all numbred; 
binge abigh are of the leaſt. conſideration, and 
Have the greateſt likeneſs to one another; the very 
* hairs ph cot op r en and iron 


 efcirhingsz every thing moſt race upon our 
'. Underftandings, and tinctures our minds, and makes 
us lock on things otherwiſe than they are; our tem- 
per and complexion, our education and prejudice, 


our intereſt and advantage, our humours and diſ- 
tempers 3 theſe all miſrepreſent -things, and darken 


our minds, and; ſeduce our judgments, and 
| us to error and miſtake: but the divine ee 
| ing is à clear, fixed, conſtant, and undiſturbed light, 


a pure mirror that receives nb ſtain from affection, 


or intereſt, or any other gray oh n nene 
times confident and apt to impoſe upon othe 
if they were infallible: but this” 185 the 
of Gobi} the privilege of the divine underſtanding, 
5 that! it is ſecure from all Ry n error; it is God 
7 «that cannot lie, Tit. i. 2. becauſe he can 
not be deceived; the i ty 'of ae the 
| foundation of his veracity. 

The knowledge of Govi is 8 0 ad dh 
y. We muſt dig deep for knowledge, take 
3 WTO e a little; we do not 


attain 


— 


: ; a . | 
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v7 uy 0 
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da and. _ intention, "of mind z...) ta 
n de: TU 2 bur. they are fo vaſt that 


our deen eee is too 84 0 to ae. thems 0 h | y . | 
things are ſo little, and ſmall, and nice, that gur 
underſtanding cannot lay hold of them, we cannot ; 


contract our minds to ſuch a point as to faſten upon | 


them; but the underſtandin of Gop being 45 nite. 
| there is nothing at a diſtance from. Its, nothi 

t and vaſt for it” $ compre n | 
any 5 ſo little that it can 1 his ee 
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| rs wy N e W | 
| Genify: that the vaſt mind of Solomon did compre- 
hend the leaſt things. .*Tis much more true of 

| Gov ;; his underſtanding is a vaſt comprehenſion-of | 
| the leaſt things, as well as the greateſt ; an | all this 


Gov does without difficulty. or pain; he knows all = 


things without ſtudy, and. his underſtanding is in 
continual exerciſe without wearineſs. How many. 
things are there which we cannot find out without 5 
| ſearch, without looking. narrowly into, and bei 5 
our minds to underſtand them? But all chings ar bo 
obvious to Gop,. and lie n to his vie. 1 
He is ſaid indeed in ſcripture to ſearcht heart; 
dere leder i, fer foi 8m mig 
but theſe expreſſions do not ſignify. „ 


thoſe N as. perfectly, as 25 can 1 do any thing ng. 

About win we uſe ee 8 | i ence and xact- 
8 * The knowlddge of Gop 1 is univerſal, deer 

tends to al W We kaow, J 
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S. e, e # eee, e e 


„gn 


BS 


YES 


gs; he os inkl Aud che 
0 con of his own nature, and the 
fecrets of his will, t Cor. . 11. ee ſpirit of 
800 ſearchetk the deep things "of Gop 3” he 
. Knows all ore ings ca ve vt, an A hin 
hat are, in all differences of time, their pdwers 
| moe "The knowledge of Gov is infinite; — 
xb Paws His" under anding is Hfinite:** he 
mows' himſelf, 2 ions, and all the 
ponies of things, ic re lin, Now 
tlie inding of Go being infirite is incspable 
ck any allditibn, or diminution, or change. "OW 
7; finite indet landings are Lable to alterations ;* they 
grow or decline: but the knowledge of Gon 
ul cohſtant light, it! is always the ſame, not 
able t te any eclipſe; nor capable of any Saucen cf 
ar F Euer —— for ever the Ame. 


Ny From the he cen fe Gout kowledge;”” as 
Serfetion of the divine knowledge cas 


tr ur 'venietation, "Every excelleficy coititah 
reverence, ald ms ON os Ds ee none 


8 A e g. e rr. 


* 


0 


Tm Freaggra ggg 0.0 


2 itþ , 
[ 5 We: Jv br of OY mieke” by; 1 k 
| Higheſt Ela ge K mar, 188 oben * 
 , Cerfantlitly; thit ever iy one c a of thi | 
were endowed \ with, 1 is, compared to the knowledge p 


F Gob, 
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And as our 18 0 is very im 
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t with ignorance z hay, 
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5 + may hone mn humility, and he 3 
account, as We have all our owiedgs fm 
WY 7 "what haye we e that we haxe not. re {= 


m__ 


and ignorant 3. "ds | 
pable „ 4 fe 
things which, our natures WE! capable gf kn 


with 1 auch difficulty 
and rey ang. on 
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humble we { 1 RR. 
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but thoſe which are big and l avop and hang. 
down robe — —— n jus bs, 
_ 26-400 is matter of comfort wn CC G's » 
He 0s our es IT 
upon us than we. are a 
« he conſider that we are but, quit 
rage and-malice of OY lies 
Neat . a hook 3 in, their ; 


. 8 ips, as * * * 
ga Xx. ele * 206. 6b 8 


„ ho 2 Ks Ry 


r= - infer, 


by, From Gop? 8 ; knowing, our e s 


1. If Gov ſees our weft ſerver aden, + 
vers and confutes the ſecret atheiſm of many. He 
that commits the moſt ſecret ſin denies the omniſei- 


ence of Gov. Thus David deſcribes the atheiſm of 


ſome in his days: © he hath ſaid in his heart, Goy 
. hath Wl; he hiderh his face, he will never ſee 
. it: the Loxp ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the Gop 
«of Jacob regard it. Andd is not this, in effect, to 
deny Gop's being ? for it is to deny him to be what 
be 1s. A man may as well deny there is a fun, as 
| deny that it ſhines and enlightens the world. 
There are ſome relicks of this even in the beſt 
men, which do at ſome times diſcovet themſelves, 
Pfal. bexiii. 10, 11. Therefore his people return 
« hither ; and waters of a full cup are wrung out 
to them: and they ſay, how doth GopD know 
« is there knowledge in the moſt High?” that is, 
the people of Gov come to this, when they are come 
to an afflicted ftate, and ſee the proſperity of wick- 
ed men; they come to this, to queſtion the provi: 
dence of Gop, whether he takes knowledge of the 
affairs of the world. But this atheiſm reigns in wick: 
ed men; while they live in their ſins, they live in the 
denial of Gop's omniſcience : for did. men really be 
- heve that Gop ſees in ſecret,” that his eye 
ceiveth” the darkneſs, and lays open and-naked all 
_ things before it, how durſt they lie, and ſteal, 
—— falſely ? Vain man why doſt thou ſeek aK 


neſs and retirement? How art thou alone, if thou 
believeſt that Gov is every where? How canſt thou 


retire from him; how canſt thou ſhut him out? If 
thou believeſt that he is the light, hat ſecurity is 


f darkneſs to 8 * upon thee, e 


ec ee K G . „„ „ 


HH QA ina - 
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— OO Un mr, fo. 


ed to do any 


The firm belief of this, 
| ence 280 . it — encourage us 1 in well doing 


ba = e © 6 * OO 


mines vitia ſupprimerent.. Epicurus had, this good 
conceit of himſelf, that he could adviſe others fo. 19. . 


act as if he ſt argu conan Pe . 


under theſe notions and relations, and 5 
hing that is vile and unſeemly before 

them ;) if he, who is all this, look upon thee, - why - 

art thou not aſhamed?. why does not thy blood ri 

in thy face? Why ſhould not ſhame and fear work 

upon the apprehenſion of Gop's ſeeing.us, as if men 


with mon danger, than it the Whole 
by thee. a aj 
2. Live as \ ok. has * * be: enen 


| under the power of. this aPPTeEI 


t notice of allchy, 


takes a particular and EX 


Zante is confoufi. uivdmus. Seneca, a Welli | 
men would live as if any body ſau them; but to live | 
as if ſome worthy and excellent perſon were always 
preſent with us, und did obſerye us, this will be a 
far greater curb upon us. There are ſome ſins of 
chat uglineſs and deformity, that a man would not 
commit them in the preſence of any one, of a child, 
or a fool; and there are ſome perſons of ee 


and reyerence, quorum inter ventu perditi quoque b 


Yereianl . "hs pen wong thy father, per | 47 Natter, Y 
and thy beſt friend (for we uſe to reverence per 


| did bebakd, up Far thiay B0e up e For 
greater ſurprize a — mot. aches 
7. 
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We. xxxix; 1. * e 
&-the wicked is before me; hom much more in the 
of GOD? 1 have kept thy Yecepts and 
= "3-08 thy teſtimonies, for all my ways are before 
= | Pal. cxix 168. And it was wiſely - adviſed by 
= - Seneca, that we ſhould ſo live when we are among 
6 . men, as believing Gop fees us: and when chere 
| is none but he ſees us, let us behave ourſelves be 
_ 6. fore him, as if men did ſtare upon us. 2 

I. Gov's knowledge of the heart teacheth us, 
I. The folly of hypocriſy : how vain it is to make 
8 —— which inwardly and in our 
: hearts we are not; to put on a maſk of religion, and 
paint ourſelves beautifully witfiout, when inward- 
fly ve are full of rottenneſs and uncleanneſs; to 
% honour Gop with our lips, when our hearts are 
« far from him.“ If we were to deal with men, 
dis were not 1 wiſe aſe! for wie ge 


bog a man to ſeem to be a thing,” is really to be 


—— 11d appear; but having to deal with Gop, 
ho“ knows our thoughts afar off, to whom all 
dur diſguiſes are tranſparent, and all our little arts of 
- <oncealment ſignify nothing, tis a madneſs to hide 
our iniquity in our boſom. With this argument our 
avs -onvineeth the hypocritical Phariſees; Luke 
"vi. 15. Te are they that juſtify your ſelyes befor 
. men; it t Gov! your TOR % 1 

2. If Gov know el Mar, then WOO to 
| approve your hearts to _ z Charge yourſelves with 


| My 1 p. DECAL 2. of the pure eyes 
5 ee the moſt i and ſecret motions 
i > 0 3 0 2 


* © 0. 


2 derſtandeth all Aan 


| . — ay wp What 4 | 


If i; take within our on brea 


or deſpiſeth —— Win in 
Therefore keep your hea 
becauſe —— ecultarly 


« Dod — — 3 the hes confiden it? - 


thy foul, doth he. not know | 


| « « i?” a wie uus ſpeaks, Prov. XXIV. 12. 0 „ 
And e de | 


May — but Goh; he is 4 — * 
So dip therefore we muſt. © him 


in ſpirit and in truth.. 1 Theſ. fl. 4. Not 

ce „as pleal 

hearts. David uſeth this argument to his fon 80: 
lomon, 1 Chron. zxviii. „g. And thou, Solomon, 
my ſon, know thou the Gop of thy father, and 


; men, but GOD, WhO trietn our 


55 Larve bum with a- perfect heart, and with a willing 
% mind; for the Lonp een * 


. 


r ar he, Re 6 our hearts, will one day 
Jjucge us according to chem. Jer. xvii. 10 T ihe 
„Loro ſearch the heart, I try the reins, even to 
give e e — to bene 2 * 


* 3 7% & 
ay eee Pſal. i 3 „When 
overwhe Ned within mes then the 


| we do not know, yet Gov: £now3 them: 80 
poſtles, Acts i. 24. when — did hot know whom 
to chuſe for an apoſtle, they refer it to Goo; and 
5 ** they: prayed and faid, Thou, Lox, which know- 
*©bſt the hearts of all, ſhew whether of theſe” rwo 
thou haſt choſen. But eſpecially this 
of comfort to us, when we ſuffer by the cal 
| and reproaches of men, when the world ch 
with crimes of hypocriſy, and falſeneſs, and ale 
Mp4 then to be able to appeal to rhe ſearc 
4 hearts, as to our innocency and ſincerity, ar 
to ſay with the prophet Jeremiah O Loxp of hoſts, 
_  ** that trieſt the righteous, and ſeeſt the reins and the 
<4 2 unto the have 1 opened PRE 0 e 


0 weh ee babe Nn witneſ | 
4. This renders —— profounc pack 
of wicked men a vain thing. The Lonp knows 
the thoughts of men, that the ey ire vanity, fPfal. 
xciv. 41. They are vanity, | De A 2U: e. he e gener 

| anccan defeat them 4 —— bring 


out of all — —— co 5 | 
pay for ape 6 Ahr wen ar 1 
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Az wile as den are; they re guilty 
Gght, that they did not take Govt 


to meddle wich things which 40 

N ahi ay . . There! is one „le- Ser, d char 
bas: es 1 md. to gen who art tho 
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in judgment upon thy babes, and to pals ſentence 


Who: art en ee — eee 


upon his heart, to + him a bypocrite, a 


' the prerogative of God? Man can anly- look. to che 


ns ; but < Gop ſeeth the 


doth more palpably diſeover the 


— — 


every man dee axif ay: Bad a U window into 


his breaſt: but they are not: alone guilty of this; 


thoſe who are ready to call men hypocrites, ey 


of G0. We may 
— or a man had, 1 to his 


een of hin Mio eee e ec 


for our Savioux tells us, by their mit ye thall 


„ know them.“ This we may do, 


be called to it, ak be ſure it is ſo: but te call any 
man an hypocrite, ho makes an — profeſſion 


| of r h gion, and whoſe external 1 * ; 
blameable; this is to judge a man in 4 matter of 
which thou canſt have no evidence; this is & to 8 
5 eend into heaven,” and ſtep into i the throne of 
„% Go, and to be-like che moſt; it ring * hey 


1 1 "== 

. [ES — 4 _ 

4 * p F 42 
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they kn upon 
that Gov, only knows future events. 3 


jectures may be made of Nhat will happen in ſome 7 
| caſes; but there are no certain perſpective· glaſſes, 


tel future events without 


and croſs the predictions of theſe vain 
3 formed thee, N am the Lonp that ma 


e fruſtrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh 


Eben oa OO. ES PE oe rn ee es. nd // / V Jo Aria. 2 


den en for the e ake 
notice, that it contradicts this princi ple of religion, 


4 - 


prudent collections and, obſervations, proba 


with which we can e future events, but divine re- 
velation; therefore ver takes 7 him to fo Iri * 
gates to himſelf chat which is the prerogative of f | oy 
Deity ; and Gop delights to chaſtiſe the urioſity, 5 
pretenders, „ 
Ia, xliv. 24, 29. Thus ſaith tae Wd 4 ol 
Wire erin rai mr wan heya thab 


« diviners mad; that turneth wiſe men backward, 
te and maketh their knowledge fooliſh.” As he 


ao in ſcripture threatens thoſe who conſult them on 


and rely upon them. Thoſe who go to aſtrologers. 
or wiſe men, as they call them, to know their for 


F . tunes, and enquire of the events of their kw 5 
| "GG denim op,” 1 rr Dn hemſelves | 
50 . e 8 W 


them 3 aha hems: with 1 « caſt your care | 


% upon him.“ When you have uſed ber ol 


| dence, and wiſdom, and eee 


weeds + 


K . * * DD x j * nu, 5 ach ied dc Be, oat F n 
R —VVV— Se Pita beds 9 9 
- * * , * 1 "Is 3 * n 5 1 Cl 
*. * "res, A 


3396 1 Hehe Inamlaie of Gon: 


* work out of his hands, and uſurp the 8 
the world. Why do we © take too much upon _ | 
= & We are but of yeſterday,” "and © & Fr not : What 
=x vil be to-morrow.” | 

© Mind your preſent duty and wat; a Kr: | 
| | events. to Go. 80 things belong to the 
1 © Lond our Gop ; but thoſe things that are re- 


— 8 . 
Fs 
8 


| ie vealed to us, and « our children for ever, to do all 
1 * the words of his law, Deut. xxix. 29. Do 
lf your duty, commit the reſt to Gov in well-doing.” 
, DG this world we are in a mix'd condition, Which 


3 made up of good and evil, of happineſs and mi- 
=o. ſery : what. is good for us to know, is revealed, 
that is our duty; but in great wiſdom and pity to 


=}: | m Gon hath concealed and hid the reſt from | 
= 4 He hath hid from us the good that may hap- 
=. pens 5 becauſe the beſt things of this world are 
= | but ſhallow and empty, and if we could fee them 


= before-hand, we ſhould prevent our ſelves in the 
= | enjoyment of them, and eat out the ſy 
= zs. in them by delightful fore-thoughts of them: 
and. he hath concealed future evils from us, leſt we 
ould torment our ves, vith the vary expecla- - 


 =x . Prudens, fame 2 exitum, bog "hn, 3 
| * , Caliginoſd note premit Deu. 
== ' Ridetque, fi mortalis ultra fas . 


What a folly is it to make your 9 wich 
2 fear of being ſo; ante mi ſerias mi ſer. Uſe all wiſe 
| means to prevent what you fear, and then be ſatisfied, 
And be as happy as you can till miſery eome, go 
paot forth to meet it, ſufficient for the day is the 
=. 3, n go. e ee * to 
— 5 « carefor you.” „ - * 2 R- 
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Y To the 5 wiſe Gow 1 Saviour, be: * nd 
. dominion and 4 w 0nd eee 


a AM treating, of the attributes of Gone. garticu- 
3 4 1 ny of thoſe which relate to the divine under- XXVI, 
WH fianding, his knowledge and wiſdom. . The Kno- 

- WH ledge of Gop only implies his bare x of 
things; bu his wiſdora garter che del of onderin 
and diſpoſing, things to the beſt ends and 
the {kill of making and governing, and adminiſtring 
all things in number, weight, and meaſure. The 
knowledge of Gap. rather conſiders things abſolute- 

| by, and in themſelves : the wiſdom of Gop conſiders 

rather the reſpects and relations of things, looks upon 
things under the notion of means, a la wag TR 
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. dingly I deſcribe: them thus: the knowlec 
Gop is a perfect comprehenſion © of the nature of all 


things, wih all their qualities, powers, and circum- 
ſtances. The wiſdom of Gop is a perfect compre» 
!Fbenſion of the reſpects and relations of things ons 
do another; of their harmony and oppoſition, their 8 

fitneſs and unfitneſs to ſuch and ſuch ends. 1 have - 
ly ſpoken to the firſt of theſe :. I comenow tothe 
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1. In what ſenſe Gov PISS 
\ 2.-Prove thar this aeribure belongs to Goo. 5 
1. In what ſenſe Cop may be ſaid to be the 


ale to be me. on- 


| « ouly wiſe Gop.”” For anſwer to this, we may 
| take notice, chat there are ſome perfections of Gov 
. e eee — only pol 
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and jon wherein 'Gop poſſeſſeth them. Tihall 


, Matth. xix. 17. Why 
3 good, but 
n his power and immortality, 


1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. Who is the bleſſed and only 


ate 3 who only hath immortality: * his wiſ⸗ 
dom, x Tim. i. 17. The only wiſe Gop: Rom. 
# his hoh. 
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creatures is 1 . — tothe wiſdom of 
Gop, nothing in compariſon to it. 


*-taketh the wiſe in their own eraftineſs. Job ix 
4. He is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength: 
on who hath hare ned himſelf a againſt hit „ and 2 
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cians of the world, they pretend toit; but theirs'isra-! 
ier ; craftineſsthan a wiſdom. Men call irprudenee . 55 
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1 Cor: ii. 6. and a . fleſhly 


cannot be wiſdom, which miſtakes it's ee end; 
which eren eee, e e noſe w 
« He that is: wiſe is proficable eo Himel 5 avs * 
Ix. 12. If thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy 
** ſelf,” Tully tells us, Ennius was wont to ſay; 
Ne quicquan | ſapere ſapientem, qui Abi ipß prodeſſe nom 
guiret. 
dun, are fools, Matt. xi. 25: Gon hath hid thieſs 
ung \fropvichs wiſe and prudent. There are 
many that are . wiſe in their own conceits z but there 
be: 1s 1 Ir — 3 a ooh _ of eee P ye 


/ Tully Thoſe nn — Sake. 
« the children of true wiſdom,” they have it in 8 
very imperfect degree; 3 4 


Tus wiſe figes-of the world; 5 80 te baſs 
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1 In much wiſdom there is much. grief” he 

* But we e need not inftance-in che folly of withed 
men, and worldly men, and in the imperfe&t de- 
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in wiſdom's on children; the wiſdom of Gon 
weber theſe foils to ſet it off: the wiſdom of man 
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angels in glory ——— e ee 


de eine . e propounds tg juſelf the hight 
and beſt ends, and hath a perfect comprehenſion of 
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ſo that angels are but fooliſh. being? to God. Job 
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world than any:thing elſe. . 

che ſeripture had not ſaid it; that . wiſdom e 

1 Ne much as light doth da IrK CLAD Be 
tr The wiſdom of a man.” 

« * ſhine,” Ecol; viii. 1. - our | 
2. and ver. 19.” * Wiſdom ſtrengthneth che wir 

« | more than cen aighty men that are. 9 
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would it produce what untoward combinations 
rn if infinite power ſhould aſt 
condudt and direction af iufinize wiſdom! 
i would eclipſe : providence of God, and put 
5 0 — 4 


en, 
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SR ant jolie, ned ao: 9 oa nah opt Divi 
; that luftre,: were it not for his wiſdom, which doth 
lluſtrate theſe with ſo much advantage. 
Lora net bring teſtimonies from heathen writers , 
| eo confirm this 3 their books are full of cxp 47 
world; Trecd not trouble you with Ferne of | 
1 ar t nes. indeed denied that 
Sun: bas: eee 9 the world; but he 
muſt needs acknowledge him to have been a very 
wiſe being, becauſe he made him happy, which can- 
not be without wiſdom, thou he had taken away 
F eee ee tle ſeems to 
have ſuppoſed the world to be a neceſſary reſult and 
" | ma ation from Gop: but then the other ſects of 
-4 philoſophers did ſuppoſe the world e 
duct of God's goodneſs and wiſdom: 
2. From ſeripture; Job ix. 4. „ He iu vie M 
* heart; xxxvi. 3. He is mighty in ſtrength | 
e and wiſdom,” Dan. ii. 20. Bleſſed be the name 
doof Gop for ever and ever, for wiſdom and might 
er his,” Hither we may refer thoſe texts, which 
 artribute wiſdom to Gov in a ſingular and peculia 
manner, Rom. xvi. 27. and thoſe which ſpeak ; of 
Gop as the Amin of it, -who communicates and 
beſtows it upon his creatures, Dan. ii. 21. James i, 
g. and thoſe texts which ſpeak of the wiſdom of 
| i world, Pfal. civ. 24. 0 
. „ Loxp, how wonderful are thy works, in » iſdo 
= * haſt thou made them all! Jer. W 
4 2 hath eſtabliſhed the world py his dem, and 
| 4 ſtretched forth the heavens by his diſcretion ;**.. 
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SERM. « 'on;" th bei hoy d beg of him, tha 
. would give us the ſpirit of ee and revelation 
. in the knowledge of himſelf,” Epk. i. 17. 
28. If Gop be only wiſe in ſuch an 2 nd 
| cratifftens degree, then let us be humble. Ther 
is no cauſe of boaſting, ſecing we have nothing 
1 but what we have received. The loweſt in ſtance, 
higheſt puch of human wiſdom; ** the fool 
« of Gop is wiſer than men, 1 Cor. i. 25. 
fore * let not the wiſe man glory in his Wiſdotn, - 
Jer. ix. 29. Of all things we ſhould not be prout 
of wiſdom the proud man throws down the repu- 
tation of his wiſdom, by the way that he would 
raiſe it · No ſuch evidence of our folly, as a con- 
ceit that we are wiſe; ſapientis animus nungquam” ! fur. 
Feſeit, nunquam tumet, Cic. To pride our ſelyes in 
our wiſdom, is the way to have our folly x 
nifeſt. Gop thr to deſtroy the 50 f 
wm * the wiſe men,” and © to turn their wiſdom into 
3. We ſhopld labour to ps take of the wiſdom of 
' Gov, ſb far as it is communicable. The greateſt 
wiſdom that we are capable of, is to diſtinguiſh be- 
we good and evil; 9 be mile 0 e which 
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x peck Rom. xvi. 19. that 
1 provide fer | future in time, to make pro- 
vilon for cxerniey, t to think of our latter en J to fear 
Gov and obey him, to be pure and peacfable, th 
receive inſtruction, and to win ſouls; theſe are the 
characters which the ſcripture pture gives of wiſdom. When 
Job had declared, chat 'the- excellency of the diving | 
wiſdom was not to be attained by men; he tell 
us what that wiſdom is, which is proper for us: 
9 the fear of the Lon, 244 


BY 


., aa a . a £3 - &@ Za 


TR” 
* 


1 


2 
— 


Pe 
Wy 


CO oa” ww 40 4 - 


* 


eee © a2 > 4x wet... 


A and 1 Wb Hot 


this ia not the wiſdom which we are to labour after? 

this is but d prudence, to ſerve a preſent 
turn, without any praſpedt jo ghe eV without re- 
gard to the next world, and. the eternity which we 
are to live in; this is to be wiſe for a ee, and 
79 I Son be only wiſe, then 1 
confidence in him. Whom ſhould we truſt: rather 
than infinite wiſdom, which manageth and direts - 
infinite goodneſs and power In all caſes of difficul- 

ty cruſt him for direction, 5 acknowledge him in ali 
* thy ways,” that he may ct direct thy ſteps ; com- 
% mit thy way unto. the Logp, and lean not to 
„ thine on nderſtanding. The race is not to 
& the ſwift, nor the battel to che ſtrong, but the 


providence of Gop diſpoſeth all theſe things. And 
if we rely upon our own wiſdom, that will prove a 


broken reed. And as our own wiſdom is a broken 
reed, ſo the wiſdom of other men, Iſa. xxxi. 1, 2. 
Gov corferh thegy that"; eee 
truſt to their ſtrength and wiſdom, but look not 
© to the holy one of Iiracl, neither ſeck the Lonp 5 
yet he alſo is wiſe,” ſaith the prophet. 

5. Let us adore the wiſdom of Gon, and ay with 
St. Paul, 1 Tim. i. 17. To the only wiſe Con, 
te be honour and glory for ever and ever, Amen; 
and with Daniel, bleſſed be the name of Son for 
«© ever and ever, for wiſdom. and might are his. 
Veneration is the acknowledgment of an infinite ex- 2 


. We reverence any extraor- 


a n ply 18 Weg 
m, is to ſpeak — CITES n erfec 


Hons Ws the e ede ene +16 more 
G60-is 6 take notice of thei — ® and n 
vance of his goodneſs and mercy towards . 4 
Before T paſs on to che other p ars contained 
in theſe words; I cannot but take notice, chat this 
wiſe” Gop, here ſpoken of, is ſtiled our Saviour 
which ſome underſtand of our ' SAVIOUR | Jeu 
Cux Is, and bring this place as an argument | 
Prove his divinity: and if chat were ſo, it were af 
Tees ty . ſhew 
— he divine W But althou 
not wilkngly part with any place that may Fry de 
drougnt for the proof of the divinity of Cnxtsr, | 
yet ſeeing there are ſo many plain texts in ſcripture | 
for che proof of it, we have the lefs reaſon to ſtretch 
doubtful places; and that this is ſo, will appear to 
any one who conſiders that the title of Savon is 
ſeveral times in feripture attributed ro Gov the fi · 
ther; beſides that in 2 vefy ancient and authentick 
copy we find the words read ſomewhat otherwiſe, 
and ſo as t6 put this out of all controverſy, 955 
rips ub di Te XI Agi Ius LEY &c. 
Huving premiſed thus much for the clearing of 
theſe weeds: I ſhall *briefly conſider, firſt, Goy's | 
| glory and-majefty, and then his dominion and ſobe 


mus deorum- cultus eft deos credere, -dein'redders- u 
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we may n ee. or eminent . 
ney; of the divine nxtue;:nobich-relulns fibax his: bas 
pericttions; and-whereby the divine-natureds ſerand = 
mo Spear vel ae e ee ee een - 


rr ee een 9 >, N 5 
. tchvnn | 
anda juſt acknowle 
Hence it is; tliat in „oo fail n be 
4 glorious in power, and*:glorious in Han 
and his goodneſs is called his glory; anti heve in 
the text, glory and mujeſty are aſcribed to him up- | 
on the account of his wiſdowwand goodnels... "= 
That theſe Wand Sob, I ſhall prove, 
1. From the- acknowledgment of natural fight 
The heathens did conſtantly. aſcribe - greatneſt to 
Gop, and'that as reſulting chiefly from his gaod- 
neſs, as appears by their frequent conjundtion of 
| theſe two attributes, -goodneſs and greatneſs,” Opt, 
Max: were their moſt familiar titles. of the-Deity'\ 
to which 1 will add that known place of Senern, pro- | 


8 eee e 


Gov. 1 ſhall mention abe ee Deut. * 
17. * the Logp'is a great Gop's * Pal. v 10. 
he's called © rhe king of glory; cv. 1. he is ſuid 
to be << clothed with majeſty and honour. The 
Li whole earth is full of his glory. ' Hirhor belong 
all thoſe e, in the old and new _ —_— 


zment and due opinian of ic. . - 


SERM: 4 From all hich we may lear | 1 
. 4 1. What it is — perſon great and 2 
| Hious, and What is the way to majeſty, via. . rea 
* worth and extellency, and particulaly, that 
lind of excellency which e e cep. 
awer eminent degree, and that is goodneſs 3, this 
in cher which advanceth a perſon, and gives him 3 
pre-eminency. above all others; this caſts 4 luſtre 
pon a man, and + makes his face to ſhine.” Arif. 
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and to do good, is the higheſt glory. Gop's : 

| Koqdneſs is his higheſt glory; and there is nothing 1 
ſo glorious in any creature, as herein to be like Goo, 1 

| 2. Let us give Gon the glory which. is due to his 6 
name; ¶ aſcribe ye greatneſs to our Goo, Deut. _ 
XXXii.g. Give unto: the Lox p, O ye mighty, give un · 4 
tothe Lon p glory and power, Pſal. xxix. 1. The glo· 1 

ry and majeſty of Gop calls for our eſteem and honour, © 
gur fear and reverence of him, Thus we ſhould © glori- b 
ov in our ſpirits, by an inwardeſteem and re- 4 
verence of his m gjeſty. The thoughts of earthly majeſ- 0 -> 
 tywillcompaſe us toreverence: how much more ſhould 0 
7 the apprehenſions of the divine majeſty ſtrike an awe 4 
aner eee to hum? His ex: 4 
cCellency ſhould make us afraid, and keep us from F 
all Laucy boldneſs and familiarity with him, Reve- fl 3 
rence is an.acknowledgment of the diſtance which is 4 

| between the majeſty. of Gop, and our meannels, | ; 
And we. ſhould: © glorify him in our bodies, with 90 


outward worſhip. and adoration; that is, by all ex · | 
tternal ſignifications of reverence. and reſpect; and 
ſha 1 y him in our lives and actions. The 
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nble without a provocation, And becauſe it ſeems 


der it. The good Gon cannot be glorified or pleaf< - 


ercir it och bot canfift. e l 


1. Noo a right to-gratify and Anand himſelf 
w the extreme miſery of innocent .and und 
creatures; I fay,: not in a right; for dee 
Gop hath in his creatures, is founded in the bene 
fits he hath conferred upon them, and the obligations 
they have to him upon that account. Now there's 
none, who becauſe he hath done a benefit, can have; 
by virtue of that, a right to do a greater evil than the 

good which he hath done amounts to; and I think 
it next to madneſs, to doubt whether extreme and 
eternal miſery be not à greater evil, than ſimple - 


being is a good. I know they call it phyſical good - 


neſs; but I do not underſtand how any thing is the 
better for being called by a hard name. 1 
can there be that is good or deſirable in being, when 
it only ſerves to be a foundation of the greateſt nd 
moſt laſting miſery ? and we may' ſafely ſay, that 

the juſt Gop will never challenge more than an equi - 

table right. Gop doth not claim- any ſuch 3 8 
reignty to himſelf, as to cruſh and oppreſs inn 


creatures without a cauſe, d e e than 3 mi 


ſame have been very apt to entertiin ſuch 
jalouſies and unworthy thoughts of Gop, he hath 
given us his oath to aſſure us of the contrary, . As 
* ] hve, faith the Logp, I have no pleaſure in the 

*.death of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould turn 

„and live. So far is he from raking pleaſure in 

the miſery and ruin of innocent Treatures, that in 
caſe of ſin and provocation, he would be much fa- 
ther pleaſed, if ſinners would, by repentance, avoid == 
and eſcape his juſtice, chan that they ſhould fall un- 
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CXXXVI, 
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than to rejoice in evil. We account him a tyrant 
and a monſter of men, and of a deviliſh- tetnpery 


that can do ſo; and we cannot do a greater injury to 
the good God, than to e e out Ne 


and deformed manner. 


2. Tbe ſovercignty of Go doch pot oonüit in i. 


pes laws upon his creatures, which are impoſſibie 


either to be underſtood or obſerved by them. For 


this. would not only be contrary to the dignity of 
the divine nature, but contradict the nature of & rea · 
onable creature, which, in reaſon, cannot be 7 7 
liged by any power to impoſſibilities. 


., The Deeeigney of Gop doch not confift i ins 


| liberty to tempt men to evil, or by any i 
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the ſins of men, and to puniſh them for 


them. For as this would becontrary to the holineſs, 


and juſtice, and goodneſs of Gop; ſo to the natitre 


of a reaſonable: creature, who cannot be guiley af 


| kim: ich fuck reigns ad if ny who are but 


in rde world, r 


deſerve puniſhment for what it cannot help. And 
men cannot eaſily have a blacker thought of Gov; 


than to imagin that he hath, from all eternity, car. 
_ ried on a ſecret deſign to tircumvent the greateſt 


part of men into deſtruction, and underhand to draw 
CONE againſt heaven, that by this unwor- 
thy practice he may raiſe a revenue of glory to his 
juſtice. + There's no generous and good man, but 
would ſpit in that man's face, that ſhould chi 
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oil be inflict be ſhore of the benefits — Fs 
ferred on them; yea, and farther, in a right when 
he pleaſeth to annihilate the creature, and turn it ut 
of being, if it ſhould ſo ſeem good to him, though - 
that creature have not offended him; becauſe What "+... 
he gave was his own, and he may without n : 1 
take it away again when he pleaſeth. In theſe tho 

eee, ene config: and if there be _ 
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perfections joe ag . | 
"Sond, for ee x n of this, | 
This is univerſally -acknowledged- ne heathens, - | 


ther Go is Wo: MOTT ney 9 of che worlds 585 
ray idr ene 3 and Tully, omnium rerum 00. 
ninum, Loxp of all; and this: the ſcriptur doch 
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SLY une that GOD Was : this moſt Ugh 
ha Dan. iv. 34, 35. Tinfer, + 
| Firſt, negatively, we cannot, from the fovercgn- 
ty of Gop, infer a right to do any thing that is 
_ unſuitable to the perfection of his nature; and con- 
ſequently that we are to reſt ſatisfied with ſuch a 
notion of dominion and ſovereignty in Gov, as doth 
not plainly and directly contradi& all the notions Ml - 
that we have of juſtice and goodneſs: nay, it would 
| be little leſs than a horrid and dreadful blaſphemy, 
to ſay that 'Gop can, out of his ſovereign will and 
Pleaſure, do any thing that contradicts the pang 
| Gon, and the eſſential perfections of the Deity; © 
to imagin that the pleaſure ſs will of the holy, and 
juſt, and good Gop, is not always regulated and 
determined e e eee eee 
goodneſs, and holineſs, and righteouſneſs, 5 
Secondly, poſitively; we may infer from the fo 
—_— and dominion of Go 
1. That we ought to own and acknowledge Gon 
for our Loxp and ſovereign, who by creating us, 
and giving us all open Wee 
ſelf a right in us. : it e e e 
2. That we owe to him een tmoſt ſmbiliey of 
our love, to love him with All eur hearts, and 
ſouls, and ſtrength; beeauſe the ſouls that we 
have, he gave us; and that we are in a capacity 
love him, is his gift; and ahem we render de 
Mu we do but give him of his own, . | 
3. We owe to him all imaginable See l 
? nen and obedience; and are. with all dili- 
gence, to the utmoſt of our endeavours, to conform 
dur ſelves ron e to nm wal: mag 
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without murmuring, to ſubmit to what he ſhall in- 


flict upon us, to accept of the puniſhment of our = 


« iniquity, and patiently to bear the indignati- 
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ledge and wiſdom. I haves finiſhed the firſt, - the 
knowledge of Gop. The laſt day I ſpake, en 
ing the wiſdom of Gop in genera 
and famous: inftance 
| Gop's — nnn, 23 80 reſerved for à m 
ſhines forth in wks creation of the world, in 5 
vernment of it, and in the redemption of manki 
by _ es mn three If Gul 


ſeverally 7. 5 * 15 FOES: 


J begin | ab the firſt, ths mi OY 
wiſdom, which the creation doth-furniſh- us withal. 


In this viſible: frame of the world which we behold 
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wiſdom" of Cop. What the apoſtle faith of the: 
of Gop is ru likewiſe of his wiſdom, Kan- 
5/20. 5 The inviſible- net i him from the crea- 
* tion of the world are clearly Se er 
6 | Rood by the things that are made, even his ct. 
nal power and godhead: ſo the eternal wi 
| of Gop 3s underſtood ** by the things which ar are 
r made. Now. the creation is an argument of the 
wiſdom of Gop, as it is an effect of admirable coun- 
ſeband wiſdom. As any durious work, or rare en- 
gine doth argue the wit of the artificer; ſo the va- 
riety, and order, and regularity, and fitneſs of the 
works of Gov, argue the infinite wiſdom of him 
who made them; a work ſo mme 
cent,. ſuch a ſtately pile as heaven earth is, ſo, 
Cutious in the ſeveral. pieces of it, ſo harmonious in 
all it's parts, every part ſo fitted to the ſervice of the 


whole, and each part for the ſervice of another; is 


ot this a plain argument that there was re wit 


5 dam in the contrivance of this frame? 


Now I ſhall endeavour to prove to you, — 
frame of things which we ſee with uren which 
we call the world, or the creation, is contrived: af · 
ter the beſt manner, and hach upon it evident im · 
preſſions of oounſel and wiſdom. I grant the wif 
9 — eget 
and deſigns of his wiſdom are * unſeuchekle, and 
<< paſt- finding out, both in the works of creation 
and providence ; and that though a wiſe man 
ie ſeek to find out the work of Gop from the be- 
N | 
never be able to exhauſt all the various 
avance- 3 in . | 
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| hinder, but that we may 
liſcover e of the re of Gon, though ' 


it de infinite. As b 


fall under our ſenſes, ſo the deſigns of infinite wiſdom 


may fall under our reaſon and underſtanding ;. and 


when things appear to our beſt reaſon plainly to be 
ordered for cheeks, and the greateſt. —— 


iſe, as they might, have 


A theyoliacs — 


been a hundred thouſand ways, they would not has 


been ſo well; we ought to conclude, 3 

thus, and not otherwiſe, is the reſult of wiſdom.» By 
Nera of Gop in the creation will aps 

por ae the works ane” Thoſe Wh 


of heavenly bodies; nao mat 
of the rare contrivance of the bodies of living erea+ 


tures. Pad: chis, e hagratcen ab ſo it 


would probably be above moſt. of your capacities 2 
therefore I ſhall content myſelf with ſame general and 
more obvious inſtances of the diyine wiſdom, which 
nen men 


e hall find han 
al 


e may rüde 6 . 
1 I ſhall take a ſhort ſurvey "ofthe men para 5 
the word. r 1 wh e 4; 4 * 
2, Singfe out man, berker ier of be-. : 
1 Eve furvey the N eee! a 


ir we look up t heaven, and take notice y 


| there of what is moſt viſible, — r 


how by the wiſe order and C 


it makes day and night, winter and ſummer. 


the pfalmiſt takes notice of, Plal. xix. 1, 2. 


| * heavens declare the glory of Cop; 5 


N 1 | 


reference to the carth ; but no man can deviſe any 
other, that ſhould not be yery muck tothe prejucc 


| oftheworld; fo that Sete, bens it s an 
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uns of divine wiſdom in the treaſures that are hid in 
3 of it, and thoſe fruits that grow upon 


| theſurface of it, What vaſt heaps, and what vari- 


et materials and minerals are ſcattered up 
ee nid ithink withs 
eee eee eee we as is moſt 


deſſities and —— | 


Look upon the ſurface of the 
find it clothed and adorned with 

Look upon the vaſt ocean, and there you; e 
the wiſdom of Gon in bridling and reſtraining that 


unruly element, I mean, in ſinking it below the earth; 
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ue world i 
mage.” When he had finiſhed the other part.of 


due creation, he was pleaſed to ſet. up this picture of 


of Gon s workmanſhip, being it is better known and 
more familiar to us, as it is 2 


« . ee 1 46 3 1 


himſelf in it, as a memorial of the workman. Now 
we ſhall a little more particularly c conſider | this picee 


_ and Og ny RN 


Ki ment, and there wa: ſo:“ 5 bur when he.c comes ta 


aake man, he doth, à8 it were, deliberate. 


44 and let him have dominion,“ Gen. i. 263 à8 if 


man, above all the zeſt, were the effect and reſult of 


15 oe kg wiſdom quam Pere of. . 3 2 


of our bodies is ſo curious 
of it ſo full of miracle, that G 
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| oi * r ity and the. n 


. low re th wad 


n, (Wha was ot 
ous enough, to be belief. ofia Gop) when 
veya the frame of it, — — e 
| dom 
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* lel e, and en; 
eee And Gap. ſaid, 
4 let us make man in our image, after our likeneſs; 
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y wrought, — 


and carefully ſar- 4 
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* „ the uſefulneſs 0 convenient | 

part of the body? wen moſt eng demo ſtrati- 
— mie nperomans- cole; GuMadus fi | 4 | 
whole work is writ with a kind of enctutiaſin,..: 
wiſdomof Gov; pinthe frame . our e. — 


Bur U — corporis, the houſe of our 
* « body”? Keys, afro Ras ren piece; yet 
it is not} inhab 1 . 
This eib, chough it be exqiſtcly wrou . 
very rich; yet it comes” infinitely ſho in value of - 
the jewel that is hid and — How dos 
the glorious faculty of reaſon and underſtanding en- 
att us above the reſt of the'creatures! Nature hath 
not made that particular proviſion for man, which it 
'hath made for other creatures, becauſe it hath pro- 
vided for him in general, in giving him 8 mind-and | 
reaſon. Man is not born clothed, nor armed with | 
amy conſiderable weapon for defence; but he hath 
reaſon and underſtanding to provide theſe things for 
himſelf, and this alone excels all the adyantages of 
Mes arures: r 
, rel. and Paus, wn by th vantage of his 
| fend himſelf againſt er violene. 
16P2 
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Haan eee pat cy 
| a moment; and retain the memory of things paſt, 
and take a proſpect of the future, and look forward 
= as far as eternity] Becauſe: we are familiar to our 
ſelves, we cannot be ſtrange and wonderful to our 
= cles but the 3 dj pany 

45 ance of 1 413 3 ts 
„ 2. Conſider man with 1 en e ee 
1 5 you ſhall find the wiſdom: of Gon doth appear, in 
; ttat all things are made ſo uſeful for man, who 
[ . was deſigned to be the chief inhabitant of this viſibe 
= world, the gueſt whom Gop deſigned principally to 
= entertain in this houſe which he built. Not that we 
are to think, that Gop hath ſo made all things for 
man, that he hath not made them at all for hinſelf, 
and poſſibly for many other uſes than we can im̃u- 
* _- ' gies for we much over-value our ſelves, if we think 
them to be only for us; and we diminiſh the wiſe 
dom of Gon, in retraining it ne ndr but the 
chief and principal end of many things is the uſe and 
ſervice of man; and in reference to this end, you 
ſhall find that Gop hath anne 
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© More Sn we-will conſider man, | J 
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How: many things are there in the world for the ſer · 1 

vice and pleaſure, for the uſe and delight of man, 
which, if man were not in the world, would be of 1 

_ *  litclpſe?, Man is by nature a contemplative creature, ' 
— objects to en- 


7 


1 - 
{ 
1 eee 
4 | 
; „ 


1 


* 


h ere WV 


„ e e 


Ade bin unter ning pen; which; weld be ß | 
ir uſeleſs and loſt, if man were not. Who ſhould Ces | 


obſerve the motions of the ſtars, and the courſes of 
choſe e bodies, and all the wonders of na- 
ture? Who ſhould pry into the ſecret virtues ;- 
plants, and other natural things, if there were not 


in the world a creature endowed with reaſon and un- 


ſtanding? Would the beaſts of the field ſtudy aſ- 
tronomy, nen uſts, and ry experiments in | 
nature? 58 
„Wit natiary: of bed plagen vat 
! which can be imagined to be of ittle other 


uſe but for the pleaſure of man. And if man had 


not been, they would have loſt their grace, e 
trod down. by the beaſts of the field, without pity 
or obſervation ; they would not have made them 
into garlands and noſe- gays. How many ſorts of 


fruits are there which grow upon high trees, out of 


the reach of beaſts! and indeed they take no pleaſure 
in them. What would all the vaſt bodies of trees 
have ſerved for, if man had not been to build with 
them, and make dwellings of them? Of what uſe 
would all the mines of metal have been, and of coal, 
and the quarries of ſtone? Would the mole have ad- 
mired: the fine gold ? Would the beaſts of the foreſt 
have built themſelves palaces, or 82 they have 
made fires in their den: 

2. Conſider man in his ice capacity, as 


3215 


I may call it, in relation to his habitation. in this oe. 


that climate. or country. The wiſdom of Gop hath 
ſo ordered things, that the neceſſities. of every coun- 
try are ſupplied one way or other. Egypt hath na 
you but the. river Nilus overflows.it, and makes 

uitful, Under the line, where there e aer 
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te of cool wind, to fan and reffe 


with materials for filk, a light dothing ; we th 
are cooler here in England, with materials for a 
2 warmer clothing; Ruſſia and Muſcovy, which 
dere extreme cold, are provided. with warm furs, and ane 
ſkins of beaſts. | LOR e WARM 
| - help mea <Achie ; beſides th 
| advantages of commerce with remoter nations, for 
ſupplying every country with thoſe conveniencies 
and commodities, which each doth peculiarly afford, 
And here the wiſdom bf Gop does plainly appear 


for the more ſpeedy commerce and intercourſe of 

ſeveral nations. Now if every country had ow 
Forth all commodities, that had been need 
ſuperfluous, becauſe they might have been had ith 


e to human nature, would have been taken away: 
i every country had been, as now it is, deſtitute of 
many things other countries have, and there had 
the is ſea to give an opportunity of traffick ; the 
world had been very defective as to the uſe of man. 
No here appears the wiſdom of Gov, that the 
LS world, and all things in it, are contrived for the beſt; 
5 Thus I have endeavoure 
He diſplaying of Gopꝰs wiſdom in the workmanſhip 
of the world; „ ad fon wary ch rok 
I have been maſtered and oppreſſed by the Yreatnel 
' Und weight of ſo noble an argument. For © who 
4 can declare the works of Gop! 5 who cab they 
| both all his! praiſe”. 


dennerle e 2 Thi 


ed inhabitants. The Hotter countries Are urniſhed 


in difpofing the ſea into ſeveral parts of 'the world, 


| Gut commerce ; beſides, that the great encourage. 
ent of intercourſe among nations, which is ſo agree. 
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ere if he had ſtood at Gon's wr =o 
© when he made the world; he could have told: him 
9 ed tay: have made. ir e anne ee. 
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ly believed now by the learned in ——— 
no wonder he found fault with the world, when he 
miſtook the frame of it: but thoſe who habe bew 
moſt war pan and. e eme RE 
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enn give of the a 4 Freer c that matter always 
© was, and the parts of it in motion, and after a 
te great many trials, the parts of matter 
«© hampered themſelves in this fortunate: 
in they now are; that men, at firſt; grow ou 
2 re ge were nouriſhed e ene e 


« weaned themſelves 3 Rats the. noftril: 


« of the body; and the ſtomach and bowels by 
6 waters forcing a paſſage downward; + that the 


„ members of the body were not made for thoſe 
| 5, uſes for which they ſerve, but chanced to be fo, 


t and the uſes afterwards found out. Is it worth 
the while to advance ſuch ſenſeleſs opinions as theſe, 
to deny the wiſdom of Gop ? Is it not moch eaſier 
And more reaſonable to ſay, that the- wiſdom of 
| made all theſe thi 
e- 0 how all things ſhould: happen thus * conye- 
V by chance ? Did you ever know any great 
ale, cee was variety of parts, and-an 
5 oy ed, done by chance, 
How long g time might a man. os Jon we 
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of mind ohr what may befal us; about the good 

that we hope for and defire, or about the en Which 

we fear may come upon us. This the apoſtle &- 

horts us to throw off; and to leave to the providence 

, of Gov, and his care, all thoſe events which we are 

, be ſo ſolicitous and diſquieted about. The ex- 

5 preſſion ſeems to be taken out of Pſal. ly. 24. 4 caſt 

| thy burthen upon the Lox, and he ſhall ſul 
. „ rain thee.” | 1 

Now that we may not miſtake our duty iu this 

matter, I ſhall ſnewy what is not here meant by caſting 
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ofbivp Providence, whaten = they be 
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tiancl chie ly 40 ĩnſiſt upon, via. Theargument which 


tha apoſtle here uſeth to perfſuade us ton this duty, 


af-*focafting all our hPeeauſe it is 


tuo things. 40}. en ne his: en lib Gf 


ein general, that the providence: of Cn gavens | 


_ the-warld; and concerns; ifdlf in che affairs Ems, 
ardididpoleth.of all vents ths happen £9 BS»: - 09) 
5 iculady; 4 this — gu 
ar good men. and that he cakes 


pecal care of chem and. A, one „ He 


. 95 5 foryou,” 1 The apaſſle ſpeabaginerother, 


CTT 


doosappx and limit this promiſes Caſt thy, bur- 
then upon the i Lon, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee; 


e he ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to he moyed.” 
1. That Go taketh are of us, implies in gene- 
nl, that the providence of Gop geverns the ward, 
and concerns ieſelf in the affairs of men, and diſpel 
eth of all events that happen to us. I hall not now 
enter unon a large proof of the providence: of Gov ; 


+) = in n+ and though s n dundamenalprocip 


ham n BW; ee hs 13111 ne 4 elif 


0e Iding I propot to denke to, and which I 1 in- 


Le chat rareth for us: * ,and chisimphes in it chef 


hat is too large and intricate en wigumentfor.a ſhos 
diſcourſe, and hath a great deal of nicnty and diff: 
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e genera "ſhew: chav it is very credihle, am une | 


were ſelf i ch an of men, and poo 
wo up 010 23:10 wired 


of Gop, and Ala . —— World — 
ciples already known- and: granted, before we 'coftw 
to diſpute of his-providence; for it yould be vain 
to argue about the provriĩdence of Gon, with thoſs 
who queſtioh bis being; and whether the worlch 
6% was: made by lim: But ſuppoſing 
principles, - * that Gop is, and i that he made the - 
2 it is very credible that he ſhould take 
government of in, and efpecially-of out 
of the nobleſt parts f it, the moe of manhin. Fer. 
we cannot believe, that he, ho employed ſo mum 
Payer and dom „n this great and 


a fr th ule levies : thor, 
+ iu _ 
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And this hath always 


22 chings, and can do — — 


a diſturbance of it's own happinef 
benſion e Gop- knows: all things, 


und obſerves every thing that is done in the world, 
and when he pleaſeth, interpoſes in the affairs of it. 


Tis true indeed, the Epicureans did deny that Goo 
either made the Worid Or governs it; and che 


believe the being of Gop, or not; 2 —— 
ing to incur the danger of fo. odious an opinion, 
they were content, for faſhion ſake, to own his be- 
ing, provided they might e che. baſk n 
moſt ſubſtantial arguments for the pro! 
93 — ar lea 
2 general providence, that took care of great and 


more important matters, but did not deſcend wy 0 


conſtant arid particular/care-of -every perſon, and 


every little event belonging to them, interdum c- 
 Toſus ee 3 D now and then, 312 
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that Gop did r neglect the ſmaller and more 
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affairs of the world, Dis minora nig 


ne neque agellos fingulerum & viticiilas perſe. 
guuntur, the gods overlook ſmaller matters, and 
Ea: hy | nar mind every aye: Soul, Are 


l cheri-ahrays' doubted :whether dy- Mid indeed 
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out of doubt, by aſſuring us of GO 


can do of any one tlüng; and the. belief of this is : 
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dence of Gon. And en N. I 
by to conſule the dignity and tefal Deity, by. © cxxxviii, 1 


matters, yet, in truth 3 — — A aaa, db 
honourable reflection upon him, as if it . 


. Ne 


But now. divine revelation hath. pur this mitt 


care of all perſons and events. Our Sa viaun tells 
us, that Gov's providence extends to the leaft'and 
moſt inconſiderable creatures; to the graſs of the 
„field, which to. day is, and to morrom is caſt in- 
4 to the vn, Mat. vi. 30. To the fowls.of 


* the air, and that to the leaſt of them, events | E 


« the ſparrows, tro of which are ſold for a 
„ and yet not one of them falleth to the ground 
without Gop,” Mat. x. 29. Much more doth. 
the providence of Gop extend to men, which are 
creatures far more conſiderable, and to the very 
leaſt thing that belongs to us, to the very hairs 
E which are all numbred; the lowr 
eſt inſtance that can be thought on, 

So that the 53 
providence; and divine revelation hath rectified. 
thoſe imperſect apprehenſions which men had about 
it, and hath ſatisfied us, that it extends itſelf to all 
particulars, and even to the leaſt things and moi} 
inconſiderable. And this is no ways 1 Ko 
conſiderin /the infinite perfection of the divine ns. 
— in reſpect of which Gop can with as much 
e eyery thing, than we 


the great foundation of religi 
to Gap for. dhe 
Vor. VII. 
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Men therefore pray = 
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| The eilen ff G 
from the evils they fear, becauſe they believe chat he 


always regards and hears them. Men therefore 
make conſcience of their duty, becauſe they believe 
Gop obſerves them, and will reward and puniſh. 


their good and evil deeds; So that take away the 
providence of Gop, and we pull down one of the 
main pillars upon Which religion ſtands ; we rob 


dur ſelves of one of the greateſt comfotes, and beſt 


in the affliftions and calamities of this life, 


and of all our hopes of happineſs in the next. 


And though there be many diſorders in the wok, 
3 in the affairs of man, the moſt irregular 


ard intractable piece of Gop's creation; yet this is 


far from being a ſufficient objection ft the provi- 
dence of Gop, if we conſider that Gop made man 


| free creature, and capable of abuſing his liberty, 


and-intends this preſent life for a ſtate. of trial in or- 


der to another, where men ſhall receive the juſt te. 
-compence of their actions here: and then if we con 


ſider, that many of the . evils and diſorders, which 


Goy permits to happen, are capable of being over- 


ruled by him to a greater good, and are made many 
times to ſerve wiſe and excellent purpoſes, and: that 


the providence of Gop does ſometimes. viſibly and 


remarkably interpoſe, for the prevention and remedy 


of great diſorders and confuſions; I ſay conſidering 
all this, it is no blemiſh to the divine providence, to 


permit many of thoſe irregularities which are in the 
world, and ſuffer the fates of good and bad men 
to be ſo croſs and unequal in this life. For ſuppoſing 
another life after this, wherein men ſhall come to an 


account, and every man ſhall. receive the juſt. re- 


compence of his actions, there will then be a proper 


ſeaſon and full opportunity of en all things, 1 


n no e iure. reaſon the 
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© if this world. This is the firſt, that Gop's providence e, 
b gxycrnsthe world, and intereſts itſelf inthe affairs of 
be wen, and diſpoſeth of all events that happen to 
he them; and this is a very good reaſon, why we 
ſnould caſt our particular cares upon him, who 1 
p undertaken the government of the hole. 
c '2. The providence of Gop 1s more R con- 
” nw” for good men, and he takes a more particular 
| and eſpecial care of ther. The apoſtle ſpeaks-this 


1 to Chriſtians, © caſt all your care on him, for he 
1 « careth for you.” And this David limits in a 
2 
an 


more particular manner to good men; caſt thy 
| 4. burthen upon the Lokb, and he will ſuſtain thee; 
8 * he ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to be moved. 
The providence of Gop many times preſerves 
* Ds men from thoſe: evils which happen to others, 
1 and by a peculiar and remarkable interpoſition, reſ- 
des them out of thoſe calamities which it ſuffers 
| others to fall into; and Gop many times bleſſecth - 
4 good men, with remarkable proſperity and ſucceſs 
J in their affairs. To which purpoſe there are in- 
numerable declarations and egen in the hol7 
ſcriptures, ſo well known, that I ſhall not trouble 
You with the recital of them. 15 5 
Notwithſtanding which, it cannot be denial what 
good men fall into many evils, and are haraſſed with 
great afflictions in this world: but then the provi- 
| dence of Go uſually ordereth'it ſo, that they are 
armed with great patience to bear them, and find great 
comfort and ſupport under them, and make better 
uſe and improvement of them than others; ſo that 
one way or other they turn to their advantage. - 80 
the apoſtle aſſures us, Rom. viii. 28.“ We know | 
i Pans all things work together for good to them 
| TOE e « that- 


TY 


SERM: « that Tore Gov.” All this evils TR ms W ] 


Sk; which happen e good men, conſpire one way or 


other to the of their happineſs, many | 
times in this world, to be ſure they make a great 


e 66 hr tir agotilemals | 


us, 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Our light affliction, | 
„ which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, whilſt | 
e we look not, &c. And can we ſay Gop's pro- 
vidence neglects us, when he rewards our temporal | 


ſufferings 1 with eternal glory: when through mam 


hardſhips and tribulations, he ar laſt brings us to: 
kingdom ? Was Joſeph neglected by Gop, when 


by a great deal of hard uſage, and a long impriſon- 


ment, he was raiſed to the higheſt dignity in a great 


kingdom? Or rather, was not the providence of | 


Gos very remarkable towards Him, ee e 
| ſufferings ſo many ſteps to his glory, and the occa - 
ſion of his advancement? Ae eu eee pow 


_ dence towards good men as kind and as remarkable, 


and making our light aflictions,. which are but for 


the text, to caſt all our care 
after all prudent care and guns hath been uſed 
. on our part, not to be anxious ſolicitou: 
ö weren fthings, br ro ler cat to don. Now 


in bringing them to an infinitely better and more 
glorious kingdom, by - tribulations and ſufferings ; 


«© a moment, to work for us a far more n 


and eternal weight of glory? 


Thus you ſee what is implied in Gov's 's care of: us 


in general; that he governs the world, and diſpoſeth | 
all events; and particularly, that he is peculiarly 


concerned for good men, and takes a more eſpecial 
care of them. Let us now ſee of what force this 
conſideration is, to perſuade to the duty enjoined in 
upon Gop; that is, 


di 


ER wt 
his ate that 'Gop cares for us. ſhould SERM. - 
de an argument to us, ct to: caſt all our ON 93 
« him, upon theſe two accounts ;.. „ a 
1. Becauſe if Gon cares for us,“ our concerns. 45 
m belt and SEMIN. 3 es 
2. Becauſe all our anxiety and bade will do 
1 . 
fc Nen *. Gop cares for us,” our concern 7 = 
ments are in the beſt and ſafeſt hands, and where we = 
ſhould deſire to have them; infinitely ſafer, than un- =_ 
der any care and conduct of our own.. And this 
ought to be a great ſati faction to our minds, and to 
free us from all diſquieting thoughts; for if Go un- 
- dertakes the care of us, then weare ſure that nothing - 
t hall happen to us, but by the diſpoſal or permiſſion of 
f WH infinit® wiſdom and goodneſs. There are many things 
e indeed, which to us ſeem chance and accident; but 
nn xeſpect of God, they are providence and deſign; 
- they may appear to happen by chance, or may 
ceed from the ill- will and malicious intent of ſecon 
cauſes, but they are all wiſely deſigned ; and as they 
are appointed or permitted by Gop, they are the re- 


| fult of the deepeſt cqupſel, e | 
And can we wiſn that we and our concer 


be in better or ſafer hands, than of infinite 2 
wiſdom, in conjunction with infinite love and good- - 
neſs ? And if we be careful to do our duty, and to 
demean our ſelves towards Gop as we ought, xe 
may reſt aſſured of his love and care of us; and if 5 
we do in good earneſt believe the proyidence of . 

Gop, we cannot but think that he hath a pe 
regard to thoſe that love and ſerve him, I that he 
will take a peculiar care of their concernments, and 

that he can, and will diſpoſe them better for us, than 
we od nanag e Os As od 


PT 
* 


. © kc 2” oe 


3135 oo: e 
SERM. to ourſelves, and our affairs were putinto the hands 
u. of our own counſel. 


Put the caſe we had the entire ordering al do 2 
ſal of our ſelves, what were reaſonable for us to do 5 
in this caſe? We would ſurely, according to our i 
beſt wiſdom and judgment, do the beſt we could for 

_ ourſelves; and when upon experience of our mani. 
fold ignorance and weakneſs, we had found our 
weightieſt affairs and deſigns frequently to miſcarry, 

for want of fore-ſight, or power, or ſkill to obviate 
and prevent the infinite hazards and diſappointments 
which human affairs are liable to, we ſhould then 
look about us; and if we knew any perſon much wi- 

| fer, and more powerful than ourſelves, who, we be- 

+. ſont did heartily love us, and wiſh well to us, we 

would out of kindneſs to ourſelves, aſk his counſel 
in our affairs, and crave his aſſiſtance; and if we, 
could prevail with him to undertake the care of our 
concernments, we would commit them all to his con- 
duct and government, in 271 gong of his rent wil 
| dom and good-will to us. 

Now Gop is ſuch an one, he loves us 2s well as 
we do ourſelves, and deſires our happineſs as much, 
and knows infinitely better than we do, what means 
are moſt conducing to it, and will moſt effectually 

| ſecure it. And every man that believes thus of Gop, 

(as every man muſt do, that believes there is a Go, 
for theſe are the natural and eſſential notions which 

all men have of the Deity) I ſay, every man that be- 

wW © heves thus of God; the firſt thing he would do a 

| be knew not already that Gop had voluntarily, and 

of his own accord, undertaken the care of him and 
ol, his affairs) would be to apply himſelf to Gop, and 
10 beſeech him with all earneſtneſs and importunity, 
Har he would — him to refer his concernments 


to 
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them; and he would, without any demur or diffi- © » — 
culty, give up himſelf wholly to him, to guide and 
govern him, and to diſpoſe.of Amn to bane as 

Now if Gop 1 prevented u us EY 22 with- 
out our deſire taken this care upon himſelf, we ought 
to rejoice in it, as the greateſt happineſs that could 
poſſibly have befallen us; and we ſhould, without, 
any farther care and anxiety, uſing our own beſt dil: © 
gence, and ſtudying. to pleaſe him, chearfully leave 
our ſelves in his hands, with the greateſt confidence | 
and ſecurity, that he will do all that for us which'is 
really beſt ; and with a firm perſuaſion, that that con- 
dition, and thoſe circumſtances of life, Which he 
ſhall chuſe for us, will be no other but the veryſame 
which we would chuſe for ene if we ene bs 
wiſe as ge. 

And it is ſo natural 105 men parable „ 
chat the very heathen poet had the ſame idea of hin, 


and upon that ground, e us to commit "= our 


concernments to him. DA 3 TORY 
Permittes ipfis expendere 3 nd”, og 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque ft utile noſtris ;- 3 
Nam pro jucundis, aptiſſima ge dobunt 4 4 


Charior Ld illis homo, quam. . ibi. 15 
Leave i it, ſays he, to the r 8 3. I 
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determine what is fitteſt for thee, and moſt —_ . 


advantage; and though they do not always give: thee 
what thou deſireſt, and that which pleaſeth the beſt, 
yet they will give that which is moſt fit and cor · 


nient for thee; for man is more dear to the gods, 


than he ĩ is to himſelf. Not much different b 


is the diyine divine eee of Solomon, Prov.. in. 5, 6. 


8 "Truſt 
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EAM. x. "Truſt iniche Lond wich dl thing heart 4 8 
85 — t not unto thine own underſtanding. In all thy 
« ways acknowledge him, and he ſhall direct thy | 
e pnths. It is confiderable who it is that gives thi 

advice; the © wiſeſt of the ſons of men; and yet 

he adviſeth © to truſt in Gop for direction, aden 

* 20 lean to our own underſtandings.” 1 85 | 
If therefore we be fully perſuaded of God's ink 

5 hitely wiſe and good providence, we ought certainly 

to refer our ſelves to him, and perfectly to acquieſce 

nn is diſpoſal, and to reſt fatisfied in whatever he 
4 does; and whatever condition he aſligns to us, 

: Vos ought to be contented with it: if we be not, we 
find fault with his wiſdom, and reproach his goodneſs, | 
== - and wich the governmentof the world in better hands. 
© So that a firm belief of the providence of Gon, as | 

| it would take away all anxiety concerning future e- 

vents, fo would it likewiſe ſilence all thoſe murmur- 

ings and diſcontents, which are apt to ariſe in us, 
when things fall out croſs to our deſires, when diſal- 

 rersand nts happen to us, and the pro- 

vidence of Gop caſts us into . ſickneſs, or poverty, 
or diſgrace, This quieted David, when he was rez- 
dy to break out into murmuring at the affſictions and 
_ calamities which befel him; I held my peace, 

« (fays he,) and ſpake not a word, becauſe thou, 
« Logp, didſt it.” And this likewiſe ſhould keep 

us from fretting and vexing at inſtruments and ſo- 
cond cauſes , to conſider that the wiſe providence of 
3 Go over ruleth and diſpoſeth the actions of men, 
| | | and that no harm can happen to Arne Nel 
=_ miſſion. This conſideration reſtrained David's an 
8er, under that high provocation of Shimei, 5 
| he followed him, reproaching him and curſing him; 
- me — — 
N ce Davi 75 


Soe. =» wv =' ot 


EEE. M.-C; 


284 2 


l 4 . 
N * — * 


« David.” He cee eat Gop's PLE SER Mut : 1 
— : 


an 
* permitted i:; and Jong upon it as coming from 2 
nu higher hand, this calmed his paſſion, and made him 
1 f —— 
et 
ot 


— 


bear it patiently. If a man be We in the ſtreet, - 
and one fling water upon him, it is apt to provoke - 
him beyond all patience ; but no man is in a paſſion 
bor being wet ten times as much by rain from hea: 
. ven. What calamity ſoever befalleth us, when we 
7 Wl conſider it as coming from heaven, and ordered and 
permitted there, this will ſtill and huſb our paſſion, 
e and make us, with Eli, to hold our peace, or only * 
, WH tofay, it is the Loyp, let! um do What ſeemeth 55 
5 him good.“ | 5. N . 
5 We are, indeed, lable to ca Sho in this D. 
I world, which have a great deal of evil and afflictiun 
in them, to poverty, and pain, and reproach, and _ 
4 reſtraint, and the loſk of our friends and near relations ; 5 
aud theſe are great affliftions, and very croſs and 
| diſtaſteful to us; and therefore, when we are in dan 
ger of any of theſe, and apprehend them to be R 
ing towards us, we are apt to be anxious, and full IS 
of trouble; and when they befal us, we ars prong 
to cenſure the providence of Gop, and to judge raſh- 
ly concerning it, as if all things were not ordered by 
it for the beſt: but we ſhould conſider, that we are 
ö very ignorant and ſhort ſighted creatures, and ſee 
; but a little way before us, are not able to penetrate | 
" WH into the deſigns of Gop, and to look to the end of 
= BY providence. We cannot (as Solomon expreſſeth 
i) © fee the work of Gop from the beginning to he 
end;“ whereas, if we ſaw the whole deſign of | LT 
i providence together, we ſhould ſtrangely admire the 
b beauty and proportion of it, and ſhould ſee it to be 
very wiſe and good. And that which, upon te 
whole matter, and inthe laſt iſue and reſult of nos 
' V'Oh VII. „ 1 16 8 
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| vis and afflictions of this life are the 


os hf L Deverir may feem for the preſent, 


preſent, - 


My Fri) becanſe it is in order to his health; the 
hyfick, and 
means of cure, which the previdence of Gov is ,of- 
ten nereſſitated to make uſe of; and, if we did truſt 
dur ſelves in the hands of this great phyſician, we 
Hould quietly ſubmit to all the ſeverities of his pro- 
vidence, in confidence that they would all work 
** together for our good. 


e of pa- 


6 or the diſcipline of their teachers, they are apt 
to murmur at them, and think it very hard to be de- 
nied fo many things which they deſire, and to be 
e eee rr ar" 
are grievous and tedious to them: but the purem 
win), one ang very well, chat it is their igno- 
| Yance and inconſiderateneſs which makes them to 
think fo, and that when they come to years, and to 


underſtand themfelves better, then they will acknow- 


ledge, chat all that which gave them fo much di- 


content, was really for their good, and that itwas cher 


_ thildiſhnefs and folly,which made them to chin other 
 Wife,andthatthey had, in all probability, been undone, 
| Had they been indulged ip cheir humour, and per 
- mitted in every thing to have their own Will; they 
| Shad het wir and conſideration enough, to truſt the 

 <ſcteticn of their parents and governors, and to be- 
| Teve chat even thoſe things which were ſo difplealing 
- FO would ar laft tend to their good. 

There is a 
dom of * men, 2 are infinitely more 


vorn 


e „many times, more troubleſom for ; 
han the diſeaſe we take it for ; but e 
very wiſe man compoſeth himſelf to bear it as well 


2 K. < tp 


far greater diſtance berween che wi 
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which we eagerly deſie: and ſuffer many things that 
are grievous to us:3 and that when we come to heas 
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* whoſe he 


Err ad being perfandaa} of = 
this, we ought to reckon, that while we are in tis 


world, under God's cate and diſeipline, it is n 


ry for our good, that wo be reſtrained in mary things, a. ; 


yen, and are grown up to be men, and © have put 


„away childiſh thoughts, and are come to under 


ſand things as they truly arc, and not in a riddle, 


and darknefs, as we now do; then the judgment 
4 of Gop will break forth as the light, and the righ+» 
- © teoufneſs of all his dealings © as the noon day; 
then all the riddles of providence will be clearly ex» 
zundec I to us, and we ſhall ſee a Plain reaſon for all | 
tions which were ſo much ſtumbled 
at, ind a acknowledge the gear wiſdom and goodnch 1 


of them. 


Fou ſee nn Neben abe eee 0 
to the providence of Gor, and to caſt all out. 
" care upon him,” to truſt him with the adminiſtra - 
of all our concernments, and fin- 


ly to believe, that if we 
to pleaſe him, every thing in the iſſue will -urr 


Gop, and be careful 


will order all things ee referring 
the ſucceſs of all our con 


raments to him, in 
adv 20 b. e a6 cakes of. 
* men,” chearfully ſabmitting to his det mination, 

we the dechrnons of hs prondene in every cal 1 
r 3 N Es And 


f 


w_ 
the beſt for us; and therefore we ſhould not a. 
ouſly trouble ourſelves about the events of things, but 
eee, >a. RO who 
| things according to the counſel of ha 
* will,” entirely truſting in his goodneſs, and in 
his fatherly. care of us, and affection to us; that ha 
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And this is a proper expreſſion of our confidence 


in Gop's wiſdom and goodneſs, to pay: 0 
him before the event, and to ſay with the Chriſtians, ö 
Acts xxi. 14. The will of the Loxp be done; 


becauſe this ſnews that we are perſuaded that Gop 


will do better for us, than our own counſel and 


choice; and to ſubmit to his will after the event, 
is likewiſe a great inſtance of our confidence in him, 
and that we believe that he hath done that which is 


beſt: for when Gop, by his providence, declares 


huis will in any caſe, we ſhould look upon it as the 
ſentence of a wiſe and juſt judge, in which all par- 


ties concerned n to acquieſce, and reſt fully fa | 


tisfied. 


And this may weighed ee: as Chriſtians | 


who have much greater aſſurance of the particular 
providence of Gov, than the heathens had; and yet 


ſome of them were able to free themſclves from all 


trouble andanxiety, from murmuring and diſcontent. 


| Upon this conſideration, Epictetus, (as Arian tells | 


us) would expreſs himſelf thus, I had always ra- 


„ ther have that which happens; becauſe I eſteem . 
8 that better which Gop wills, than that which 1 


4 ſhould will.” And again, «lift up thine eyes 


5 (fays he) with confidence to Gop, and fay, hence- 
« forth, Lozy, deal with me as thou pleaſeſt, E 


A VOY paov® 00: 10G» ee I amy of the ſame opi- 
6 nion with thee, juſt of the fame mind that thou 


“art; I refuſe nothing that ſeems good to. thee; 


lead me where thou wilt; clothe me with what 
“ garments thou pleaſeſt ; ſet me in a publick place, 
4 or keep me in a private condition; continue me 
in mine on country, or baniſh me from it; be- 


„ ſtow wealth upon me, or leave me to conflict and 
9 3 with ed which of theſe thou 4 
8 1 « eſt, 


s - 


e ot ot . 2 
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« dence towards me, and ſay, thou dealeſt hardly 
« with me; I will apologiſe for thee, I will under- 
« take and maintain thy cauſe, that what thou doſt 
« jg beſt for me. What could a Chriſtian ſay 
more or better, by way of 3 of himſelf to 
the providence of Gop ? It t tranſports me to 
read ſuch paſſages from an heathen, eſpecially if we 
conſider in what condition Epictetus was ; he had a 
maimed and deformed body, was in the extremiteix 
of poverty, a ſlave, and very cruelly and ryrannical- 


ly uſed, fo that we can hardly imagine à man in RL, 


worſe and more wretched circumſtances ; and yet he 
juſtifies the providence of Gop in all this, and not 
only ſubmits to his condition, but is contented with 
it, and embraces it; and ſince Gop hath thought 
it fitteſt and beſt for him; he is of the ſame mind, 

and thinks ſo too. I confeſs, it doth not move me 
Seneca, who flowed with 6 and lived at 

eaſe, to talk magnificently, and ad to ſlight poverty 
and pain, as not worthy the name of evil and trou- 
ble: but to ſee this poor man, in the loweſt con- 


dition, and worſt circumſtances of humanity; bear 


up ſo bravely, and with ſuch a chearfulneſs and ſe- 
renity of mind to entertain his hard fortune; and 


| this not out of ſtupidity, but from a wiſe ſenſe of | 
the providence of Gop, and a firm perſuaſion. of 


the wiſdom and goodneſs of all his dealings, this, 
who can chuſe but be affected with it, as an admi- 
rable temper for a Chriſtian, much more for a hea- - 
then! To which we may apply that ſaying of our 


| Loxy, concerning the heathen centurion, Verily | 
I fay unto you, I have not found fo great faith, 
no, not in Iſrael;“ ſo wiſe, ſo equal, ſo firm a 


temper 
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aivong Chris kan. And this is a fire covers 
tion, that if . 'Gov cates for us," we and out coll 


| fore we ſhould t eaſt all our care upon God.” The 
5 21. Is, becauſe all our anxiety and care will do us 
= no good; on the contrary, * 

nur. We may fret and vex our own ſpirits, and 

malte them reftlefs, in the contemplation of the evils 
diſappointments which we are afraid of, and 

a Kay thiake our lives tniſerable; in the ſad refleftions 
of our own thoughits ; but we cannot, by all our 
anxicty and care, controul the courſe of things, and 
alter the defigns of nce ; We cannot, by dl 
of vexation and trouble,  over-rule events, and 
make things happen as we would have them. And 
this is the argument our Saviovk uſeth to this very 
putpoſe, Mat. vi. 27. Which of you by calkiny 
* thought cam add one cubit to'hig'tature “* 80 
chat all this trouble is unreaſonable add to no pur- 


. ed and diſpoſed by x higher hand, 
EG a bf our reach; we may deliberate, 4 "Rte 
& doo beſt endeqyoursfor the effec 

og gary polB of divine ptovidehce: which we | 


ere they are the ordinary means which Go hath 


tion of evil; and though they may miſcatry, 8 
e All we erm do; but aer this ie done e uble abd 
ane wur, the event is the vaineſt thing in the 


cernments are in the beſt and ſafeſt hands, and tiere. 


pole, becauſe it hathyno influence on the event, & | 
+ therto promote ef hinder it. zan haves 


vw -22 0 =45 5 © @ fr; 


1 en b Bete, nor kinder; bat yet, Hotwirh | 
0 ing, theſe our endeevoury. are reaſonable, be- 


appointed for the procuring of good, and pteven- 


bord, e Tee 


* 
1 


— 9-"is _ e Ve: 
6 invain,” 27 diſtruſt Ges: 2 and, 
kiappoint us. 4 4 8 n ee 

Let us then, Peg. aber 1 
ed to this duty, the practice whereof is of 3 
and univerſal uſe in the whole courſe of our les 
in all our affairs and concernments, after we have 
uſed our beſt endeavours, let us fit down and be ſa: 
tisfied, and refer the reſt to Gop, whoſe providence 


governs the world; and takes care of all gur ine, city 
and of the intereſt of his. church, and religion, E 1 


they ſeem to be in greateft danger. 3 
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- Wecannot but be convinced that this: is very rea» | 


ſonable, to leave the management of things to him 
who made them, and therefpre@underſtands beſt _ 


to order them. The government of the world is w2 


very curious and con mpheate, thing, and not to be 
re ry unſkilful hand; and there 


e carries it ee eee 
mend it, and put it into onder; ſo muſt we do, ar 
ter all our care and anxiety about our on Private 
concernments, or the publick. tte of things,. n 
muſt ging over governing; che world, as a byfines 
225 ik „a province foo bard, and a knawr 

* ledge too wonderful for us, and leave it to him. 
w iS ee ee e ee 


ofit, 5 | 
ee and pol, os 


40 not Nee of Gob, Whatever 
Ir dase 5 ee it would have 


* . 
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cec.sre and been. Were" we CY p 
. the wiſdom and goodneſs 

ve ſhould confi 


to the apoſtle's W 1 the — = 


our care upon him, becauſe he careth for us.“ 
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divine underſtanding; the ak > ih and; wiſdom 


of Gov. The firſt of theſe I have finiſhed ; and 


made ſome progreſs -in the ſecond, the wiſdom of 
proc vv ere ve ſpoken to in general, and have 
4 unded more particularly to conſider thoſe fi- 
ſtances and arguments of the dine wiſdom, 


in thoereation of the world ; the government of it; | 
nd the ptio of mankind by seu, 


The two firſt of theſe I have ſpoken. to, namely the 
wiſdom of Gop, which appears in the creation 1 
1 of the world. I come now to the 

11. Inſtance of the diyine wiſdom, © cheep 
nion of. mankind wy Jzsvs uni * 2 


— — 


a Re 4 a» -: 


= 2 g E 2 fl. 2 2K 
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ſhall; by. Gone eee, ws to | rom. the 
words, 6 CHRIS the wifdom of Gp 4 
The apoſtle, in the beginning of this epiſtle, u = 
occaſion of in eee e eee, 1 
that were among the Corinthians, where one ſaid; 2 
An of Paul; 1 5 „ 
or, 1 « they. were daptizec 1 

% Paul? To convince them that they could not 
pretend this, that they were baptized into his name: 

he tells them, at the 14th and 1 5th verſes, that? he 

0 had not ſo much as baptized any of them, endet | 

* two or three; ſo far was he from having 
tized them into his own name; and at the 17th verſe, | 
he ſays, that his work, his principal work, was td 
5 preach the goſpel, which he had done, not with 
human eloquence, “ not in wiſdom of words, bit 
with great plainneſs and ſimplicity, * leſt tach 
„ Cuk Is ſhould be made of none effect; leſt, 
if he ſhould have uſed any artifipe, the goſpel ſhould — 
have been leſs powerful. And, indeed, his preach p 
ing was unaffectedly plain, and therefore the galpel 
did ſeem. to very many to be a fooliſh and ridiculous 
thing. The ſtory which they told of C unis eruei- 
fied; was .** to the Jews a ſtumbling block, and to 
the Greeks fooliſhyefs.”” The Jews, who expect 
ed another lind of Meſas, thas ſhould .comj 1 
great pomp and glory, to be a mighty , temp 
prince, were angry at the ſtory of, — 
„ Cnxier.“ The Greeks, the philoſophers, We 
erpected ſome curious theories; adorned with ele- 55 
quence, and delivered and laid down according to 
the exact rules of art, deridec 6 
telation of CRISH, and of the: goſpel. 

But though this deſign. of the goſpel appeare . 

Vor. VEL „ CV 
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2 5 uud fooliſh to raſh und ir confiderate d prejui 

Gd minds; yet to them — 4 _— | 
chunt do believe, both Jews and Gentiles, Cnxisr, 
$61 rhe Power of Gov, and the wiſdom of Gon," 


de wiſtiom of Gop, an eminent inftance ofit. 
wo Se dla the 5. redemption of man 8 


ot Dy greral eftmonies of erben. And, | 


I. By a more particular enquiry into the nature 


vf chis deſign, and — it is accompliſhed. 
I. By teſtimonies from ſcripture. Lou know! 


— Lad — — — 
for here 3 leaves me. The wil 
dom of the creation is manifeſt in the thing 


— nude ;[the- heavens «declare theighy 


of Gop a widom, and the firmament ſhews hi 
. handy- work.. The works of Gop do preach 
and ſet forth the wiſdom of the creator; but the ſun, 
moon, and ſtars, do not preach the goſpel. The wiſ- 
dom of redemption is wiſdom in a myſtery, hid- 
. den wiſdom, men the * — 


7 r ea aching — this. "Lhere 6 the 
* wiſdom of the viſe, nd the underſtading of 
«© the prudent” is poſed, and we may make the 
apoſtle's challenge, ver. 20. of this chapter, % Where 
K. the muſh? met is s the nes of this world? 
There is no natural licht Cunts r the 
* wise 


2 which hw i I * the 


bs — wiſdom.” This 


: Cy" ws _ oy: of — Ire | 
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ir hath-abounded me bee ae 


II. By inquiring 


ed on — m lead and dandinorbing -. 4 
in this I ſhall only depend upon divine 18 


1 Cor. ii. J, f. the goſpel is called * the wiſdom of | 


66 Gen! in a myſtery, even the hidden. wiſdom, | 
« which Gop ordained before the world 
« olory ; which none of Ay of. this world 
« knew. * Eph. i. 7, 8. In whom we have re- 
« demption through "his blaod-the forgivencis of 
« ſins, according to the riches of-his grace, whenein 


diem 


eee. . 


nption by Ixsus CRI is 

admirable, cht. it is nc belop dhe 
3 to — and underſtand ix. 5 1 otheiment, | 
that unto powers in 


of this "6", — the —— is aeconplith- 


_ 5 wr mers to —— to-cnds: 3 


accomplihmene ofthe ae wiſe dor 
; zen? will — — ene 


WW 


_ fallen many; and what fit, and proper, and ſuit- | 
able means the wildem of Gon mee 
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melo at ng ty Gon, ung 7h: 


- Firſt, ter us conſe e. 6 offalen many whigh | 
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luntary ences; and wilful Aiſebedience, fallen 


4 2 from him, did preſently ſink into a corrupt and de- 


generate, into a miſerable and curſed condition af 
which beaven ani earth, and his own conſcience, 
bore him witneſs. Man being become a ſinner, is 
not only deprived of the image of Gov; 1285 is abt 
to his juſtioe; here was his miſery. 

2. The difficulty of the caſe was . 0 
not recover himſelf, and raiſe himſelf out of his own 
ruin; no creature was able to do it; ſo that our help 
is only in Gop; and, indeed, he is a merciful Gop, 
and doth not deſire our ruin, nor delight in our 
deſtruction: but ſuppoſe his mercy never ſo wil. 
ing to ſave us, will not his holineſs, and juſtice; and 

truth check thoſe forward inclinations of his  good- 
nel, and hinder all the deſigns of his mercy ? 1; 

: — rapet ntrs-9r:3- nature of Gon? hath not 
he e his infinite hatred of it? hath not he 
threatned 1 it with heavy and dreadful puniſhment? 
and ſaid, that the ſinner ſhall die, that he wil 
* not acquit the guilty, nor let ſin go unpuniſh- 
#* ed Should he now, without any ſatisfaction to 
his offended juſtice, - pardon the ſinner, remit his pu- 
niſhment, and receive him to favour; would this 
be agrecable to his holineſs, and juſtice, and truth? 
would this belies wi — world, 
' who loves righteouſneſs, and order; ws en 
and is obliged, by the eſſential ectitu 
ture, to diſcountenance ſin — 

; F — 
fections of GOD. The mercy of Gop pities our 
_ and would recover us, would open paradiſe 
to us: but there is a flaming ſword that keeps us 
| ours the incenſed 3 that muſt 3 
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Gon and us, which was broken off by fin. The 


to mediate a reconciliation between Gop and man. 
cages an ce Lil} eee his 


1 * | ” empti 
nally ruined 3 if he Sw us, * (all = metey! 


« and juſtice meet together? how ſhall Go ar S 
once expreſs his love to the ſinner, and his hatred to "= 
fin? here is the difficulty of our caſe. . 

II. Let us now enquire what means WM 


of Gon uſeth for our recovery. The wiſdom of 


Gop hath deviſed this expedient to accommo- 


date all theſe difficulties, to reconcile the merey and 
juſtice of Gop. The ſon of Gop ſhall undertake 
this work, and ſatisfy the offended juſtice of Gov, 
and repair the ruined nature of man, He ſhall bring 
Gop and man together, make up this gulph, and 
renew the cammerce and correſpondence between 


work that Gop deſigns is the redemption of man, 
that is, his recovery from a ſtate of ſin and eternal 
death, to a ſtate. of holineſs: and eternal life. * - 
ſon of Gop is to engage in this deſign of our redemp- | 
tion, to farisfy the offended juſtice of Gop towards 
us, ſo as to purchaſe our deliverance from the wrath to 
come, and ſo as to reſtore us to the image and fa- _ 
vour of Gop, that ye may be ATC, an 2 ot - 
made heirs of eternal life. 4 
For opening of this, we will — = 1 
1, The Aurel of the perſon deſigned for this work. 7 
124; The Rok of the n n, be Was el > 
mph i 
1. The fitneſs afthe pete Gre byte 28 


and that was the eternal ſon of Gopz who, in reſpect 


of his infinite wiſdom and power, the dignity and | 
credit of his perſon, his dearneſs to his father, and 
intereſt in him, was very fit to undertake this work, 


e fitneſs of the means whereby he was to ac- 
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81 2 W eons *Exaltation. *All the TER of theſe 
— re very ſubſer vient to the defign of our redemption, 
I. The humitliation of Cunisr, which conſiſts of 
chree principal Psi Log eee h life, And 
is death. 
4. His incarnation, which 1 ſet forth io Gviptlin 
LA ver: expreſſions? his being made fleſh; and 
Welling among us,“ John 1 i. 14. His being 
A falle of che ſeed of David according to the fleſh,” 
Rom. i. 3. His being made ef a woman, Gal 
W. 4. The manifeſtation'of God in the fleſh,” 
XTi, i: 16. His © taking part of fleſh and blood,” 
He. i. 14. His © taking on him the ſeed of A- 
® 'braham,”” and * being made like unto his bre- 


a 


e thren,“ Heb; f. 16, 17. His © coming in the 


1 Aſh „ r John i: 2. All which fignifies his tak 

n him human nature, and being really a man 
| 8 8 as Cop. The eternal fon of Gop, in the ful. 
| Heſs of time, took our nature; that is, aſſumed a real 
ul and body imo union with the divine nature 
Now this perſon, who was really both Gon and 
man, was admirably 1 ee Tor the work of our re- 


demption. _ "55 
In general, this made kum e fit Weiler, an'equi 
erfon to interpe in this difference, and 


and middle 
take up this quarrel between Gop and man. Being 
both Su and man, he was concerned for both par- 
Et its,” and intereſted both in the honour of Goo, 


and the happineſs of man, and Engaged to be tender 
'of both; and to procure the one, by ſuch we. a 
Fight b be conliſtene with the other. 


did $i kim for 
488 offices which he was to perform in in his hu- 


— 


- 
4 


= 540 2 *» 


h 
a 
d 
in 
ſe 


« things pe 


men eee, ee * | 


| By his-dodhine. . ikenefpfaiiq 8 — * 
this ang. him more familiar to us. [Hewwas , A — 2 


« prophet raiſed up from among lis brürhwen . 4 


Moſes ſpake, and he makes this an argument why 


we ſhould hear him. Should Go ſpeak to us im 
mediately by himſelf, we could not heartimꝭ and 
« live.” Gop condeſcends:to us, and complies wich 
che weakpeſs of our mature, and m e yen: 


kim. Am 1 did. add medit und 
authority to what he ſpake ;; he -could :confirm 1the 
doctrine which he taught by miracles. Of his bench 
ing us by his We, eee 8 N 
. affice;of l He: 8 be 
our. prieſt, becauſe -** he was taken from aniang 

men, as the Apaſtle ſpeaks; fit to ſuffer, as be- 
Wee . bady ꝙꝓrepared, as itiis deb. 
X. 5. 1 ſaisfy by his. ſufferings for theſis 
Cop, which pur un infinitaidig- 


of all men, as being 
nity and value upon them; the ſufferings 5 
nite perſon, being equal to the enden | 
an infinite-Gop ; and thus the merey of Gop iis exalt- 8 


ed without the diminution of his juſtice. 


And as his incarnation: did qualify him a 5 
on, and fellow-ſuffering with us, 
Wherefore in all things it behav- 


ing, ſo for con 
Heb. ii. 17, 18. 


2 ed him to Ie lke-unto his brethren, that he 


„ ban mereiful and faithful High; prieſt, in 

tdining: to God, to make reoonciliation 

fon the ams of the people; for in that he himſelf 
* ſuffered, being enen 


n l 


| th * chem thr ar tempted.“ 


2. His: life was a means 


ON 


SEAM. Ki R 


eee ee eee 


that part of his life, which was ſpent in his public 
; miniſtry ; ** he went about doing good ;** the doc- 
trine that he preached was calculated for the deſtroy: 
ing of ſin, and the promoting of holineſs; the great 


end and deſign of it was to advance righteouſnek, 
and goodneſs, and humility, and patience, and ſelf 


_ denial; to make us mortify our ſenſual deſires, and 
bratiſh paſſions, to contemn and renounce this pre- 
ſent world ; and this being the deſign of it, it was a moſt 
proper engine todemoliſh the works of the devil: and 
to make way for the entertainment of his doctrine, 
the whole frame of his life, and all the circumſtances 


it, did contribute. His life was the practice of hs 


doctrine, and a clear comment upon it. The mean- 
neſs of his condition in the world, chat he had nd 
ſhare of the poſſeſſions of it, were a advantage 
to his doctrine of ſelf-denial, and. contenipe of dle 
world. The captain of our ſalvation, that he 
. might draw off our affections from the world, and 
ſhew us how little the things of it ate to be valued, 
would himſelf have no ſhare in it, Mat. viii. 20. 
The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have neſts, but the ſon of man hath not where to 
1 lay his head.” The mean circumſtances of his 
condition were very eminently for the advantage of 
his deſign; for had he not been ſtript of all worldh 
accommodations, he could not have been ſo free from 
ſuſpicion of a worldly intereſt and deſigns nay le 


could not have been ſo conſiderable; he was really 


greater for his meanneſs. The very heathens did ac- 


cCCsunt this true greatneſs, (as we find in Ariſtotle) not 


to admire the pleaſures, and — and pomp 
* world. And that his meanneſ 


2 4 5 3 08 3 8388 2 322 


s. might be W 
diſadvantage | 
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tertainment of his doctrine. The miracles that he 


good; they would eaſily believe, ating — 4 


his e in the "wonderful. 4 25 der K. hd — . ; 
rendered him conſiderable, and 2 more reve- 3 


neſs could bring contempe upon 1. 1 
ry great advantage to him; Ks an! 0 e | 
and converſable and obligitig' temper; and by this 
means he did gain upon the people, and 1 5 
table to them; and thus he did apply himſelf to them . 
in the moſt human ways, to make way for the . . 


wrought did confirm his doctrine beyond all exceptis 
on, as being a divine teſtimony, and ſetting a ſeal of 
Gop to the truth of it; yet becauſe many were blind- 
ed with prejudice, and though they did ſee, yer 
would not ſee, CurisT ©: the witom: of Gopꝰ did 
ſo order the buſineſs of his miracles, as to make 
them human ways of winning upon them, for they 

were generally ſuch as were beneſicial; he+healed 
ea manner of diſeaſes and maladie: by this mira - . 
culous power; and ſo his miracles did not only tend 

to confirm his doctrine, as they were miracles, bur 

to make way for entertainment of it, 5 were 
benefits; this was a ſenſible demonſtration to them 
that he intended them good, b. 


ed their _— bears nes mmm 8 80 
for his fe. 
III. Aided boos the lonelt ep of his 


minen and the conſummation of his fung, 3 


Now the death of Cantor did eminer th: 
to in _ | 9 


Ve VII. 
+: 


— 2 — the "killing of Go. fn us: "Now » vi. 6. Kn 
44 this, that our old man is cruci 
| the hady of. iy. nite. ee, that hence. 


«forth we 
5 % Gop ſending 
6. fleſh, and for ſin (that is, by being a ſacrifice for 
fin) © condemned finin the fleſh.” . The death of 
Canis convinceth ſin to be a great evil; and 
doth condemn it, becauſe the impartial juſtice of 
Gov did ſo ſeverely puniſh it in his own ſon, when 
he appeared in the perſon of a ſinner; and this is the 


not ſerve ſin. Rom. viii. 3. 


moſt powerful argument to us to cratify ſin, that it 


our Savioug. That ſo innocent and holy 
a perſon ſhould ſuffer ſo cruel and ignominigus a 
death for our fins, thould ſet us for ever againſt it, 
and make us hate it with a perfect hatred. 
The circumſtances of CHRIST s ſufferings are with 
admirable wiſdom: fitted for the conquering of fin 
ind Satan. Sin came by the woman: the ſeed of 
| 2 woman. ſuffers for ſin; and by ſuffering, conquers 
it. Sin began in the garden; and there our Sa vi- 
ou began his ſufferings for ſin. Sin came by the 
tree; and Cxz1sr bears the curſe of it in hanging 


upon. the tree, and crucifies it by his croſs. 


And as he conquered fin, ſo he overcame Satan 
bean arts, The devil found CysisT inthe 


likeneſs of a man, he judged. him mortal, and his 


great deſign was to procure his death, and get him 
into his grave. \CunrsT permits him to bring about 
pen: he lets. him enter into Judas; he lets the 

| Jews crucify, and put him into his grave, and roll 
1 Rone upon it: but here his divine wiſdom 


appears, in ruining the:devil by his On deſign, and 


2 . n — * his own e 


ified with him, = 


dis own ſon in the likeneſs of ſinful 
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« accounted a wicked and unjuſt 1 


_ ow 000 w my, mo wa, 


dream of, the ſatisfying of divine juſtice.” 
| Secondly, His exaltation. The ſcycral parts of 
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« power of death, that is, the 5 ” FR os ** Wert +: . S N 


I know the fufferings of Cunisr . by. the ; pe” 


e wiſe of the world, " made the gr cat =— Five 

gainſt the wiſdom of this difpentation ; the 

« of CHRIST was to the Greeks fooliſhne 

yet the wiſeſt of them had eterminec 
though not in this 


in the ſecond bock of hiy eee 


That if a man may be a perfect pattern of juſti 


« and righteouſneſs, and be approved by Gop and 
men, he myſt be ſtript of all the things of this 


« world ; he muſt be poor and diſgr 


« whipt, and tormented, and crucified as 4 m 


factor; which is, as it were, a prophetical der _ 


ſcription of our Saviobn's ſufferings. And A 
in his epiſtle, deſcribing a man fit to reform, the 
world, whom he calls © the apoſtle, the meſſenger, 
« the preacher, and miniſter of Gop, faith, kw 


| =  dations z muſt be e e 8 5 
the greateſt fufferings, as if he were 9 
* deyoid of ſenſe; he muſt be a 


of 
* and contempt to the world. 180 chat by the acknow- 
ledgment of theſe two wiſe he 


Sdes,that they ſerved s further end, which they did not 


which, his reſurrection, and aſcenſion, and ** ſitting 


at the right hand of eee * 


* 


thens, there was no- | 
thing in the ſufferings of un isr. that was unbecom- - 

ing the wiſdom of Gop, and improper, to the end 
and deſign of Cnuz1$7's coming into the world be- 


17 


SRD 19 beet mth of all chat he delivered; Rom. 


* declared. to be the ſon of Gob with power, 
vrog vis Ott F ev Ovpues, by the reſurrection 
* from the dead.“ This great miracle of his re- 
ſurrection from the dead did determine the contro- 


| very, and put it out of all doubt and queſtion, that 
he was ** the ſon of Gop.“ And then his aſcenſion, 


and ſitting at the right hand of Gop,“ this gives 


us the aſſurance of a bleſſed immortality, and is a 


demonſtration of a life to come, and a pledge of 
everlaſting glory and happineſs. And can any thing 
tend more to the encouragement of obedience, and 
to make us dead to the pleaſures and enjoyments of 
his w_ than the aſſurance aries = and hap 


. 


"ig then the elsgsent of his exiſt Mon” the 
do eminently conduce 'to our recovery. The wn 

of the Holy Ghoſt © to lead us into all truth, 

ſanctify us, to affiſt us, and to comfort * 
greateſt troubles and affliftions ; ang the powerful 


interceſſion of CHrxrsT in our behalf; and his re- 


turn to judgment; the expectation whereof is 
great argument to repentance, and holineſs of lie: 
Acts xvii. 30, 31. And the times of this igno- 
rance Gop winked at, but now commandeth all 
men every where to repent : becauſe he hath ap- 


. pointed 2 day, in . ee he Bb phe. the 


as A Ren, inter he hath raiſed dim from — 
And thus I have endeavoured to prove that the 
redemption of man by Jrses Coney” ls a 1 
Nn of admirable wiſdſqmm 

"The aſe ſhall-make of it; is to 00 win 
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U irſt, The 


" goſpel reveals to us — 1 > 
2 of Gop for our 2 a = 
> they | 
„ | 
$ . 
f Gs Sr +3 Cor. 1.26. © 1 The Ay 
p « croſs of Ciz1sT is to chem tat periſh fooliſhe 
d « neſs.“ 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. But if our goſpel be : 
f « hid, it is hid to them that areloſt.; in whom the 
- Go of this world hath blinded:the eyes af chem Tic 
| that believe not, leſt the light of the 2 
0 45 pel of C unis x, who is the image of Go 
ſnine unto them. The goſpel carries ; fo much 
) light and evidence in it, Ry" no be hid from 
and their duſts, |. ene ans eee, 
. He that will duly weigh and confer things, anc 
| —— into this wiſe diſpenſation of Gon. 

nothing to — againſt it; nay, ſhall 

e eſpecially. ifcie-be! 2 our. rad ant: 
e dif ö e oy 


a . 


S ien. eee 


yd holineſs, and real goadneſs among men: and 


the more any religion advanceth theſe, the more 


reaſonable it is. Now: the great incitements and ar- 


guments to piety, are the excellen#y and perfection 


of pardon and rewards. Now the golpel - 
albcheſt ro the greateſt advantage. | 


greateſt advantage; eſpecially thoſe which tend moſt 


. to the promotion of piety, uni thetarmaf Gori | 


us his quſtice and (mercy. 2 
(e Hixjuſtice. The goſpel cepreſats 1 ler 
ble in its rights, and inexorable, and that will not 
in any caſe jet fin go unpuniſhed. The impartiality 
c the divine juſticr appears in this diſpenſation, 

1 ſmat hen Cop pardons the ſinner, yet he will puniſh 
i 10 — Kiara dit, who. ener- 

eee ee nee #-:; 


demonitration of che mercy, and goodneſs, and love 
ef Gop;' in ſending his ſon to die for ſinners, and 


CI eee Rom. v. 8. But Gon 

commendeth his love towards us, in that while 
| 96 were yet inns, nn e died for us. 1 John 
bv. 9, x0. In this was manifeſ Alen, of Gas 


2 


4 ſbn into the world, that we right live through 
* him. . Herein is love; not that we loved Gon, 
| * but that. be ae act > eee 


oftthe'divine nature; fear of puniſhment and — 


. It repreſents the perſections 0. ike 


(2.) His mercy. This enten b 2 Seer 


in faving us by devoting and ſacrificing him, John 
Mi. 16. “For Go ſo loved the world, that he gave 
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r 


hath no 


2 ness, and ynrightcouſneſs gf 


means to draw men from fig. When they are ance 
awakened with the fear of vengeance, is hopes of 
patdon..and merey ; and the way to encourage ohe 
dience for the future, 182006 eee 


© tia; 


2. The ſecond argument to p 

ent. The | 1 | 
of thoſe who-coptinue . in their Ag 
clear and terrible diſcoveries of thoſe. tarments 
attend ſinners.in e Fs 


the goſpel, << hell 


4 * 
Wal 


makes the goſpel.ſo p 
fin, Rom. i. 16, 18. « The. is the 
« Gop unto. falyation z, r therciis-the wrath of 


« Gop. revealed from ee 
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of fin, and the tyranny of Satan: to reſtore us to the 


image 4 | 

takers of a divine nature, to bring us to eternal life 
nil is there“ any thing of real advantage which is 
. ad ed in this? Is it not deſirable to every 


can, that there ſnould be a way whereby our guilty 
f appeaſed ; whereby 


ences may be quĩeted and 
5 we may be delivered from the fear of death and hell? 
Is it not defirable to be freed from the flavery of 
our luſts, and reſcued from the tyranny and power 
of the great deſtroyer of ſouls ?* Is it not deſirable to 
be like "Gov, and to be aſſured of his love and fi- 
vour, who is the beſt friend, and the moſt dange- 
rous enemy; and to be ſecured, that when we leave 


this world, we ſhall be unſpeakably happy for ever? 


Now the goſpel con veys theſe benefits to us; and 


if this be rhe caſe of the goſpel; and there be no- | 


thing in this deſign of our redemption,” but what b 
wiſe and reaſonable, and exceedingly | 
and advantage; why ſhould any man be ſo averſe to 
the belief of it? Why ſhould unbelief be counted 2 


piece of wit? Is it wit to ſet Gur EF —— 
and to oppoſe our beſt intereſt? Tis wickedneſ, 


and prejudice, and inconſiderateneſs which difbelicves 
the goſpel. Thoſe who do conſider things welcome 


this good news, and embrace theſe" glad tidings 


Wiſdom is juſtified of her chile 
who are truly ſenſible of their on intereſt, 
ing to accept of reaſonable evidence cn ib nt on. 


ns mote Mr tn 


CHETST came into the vorid 


1 ———— — 1 
1 — from the guilt and dominion | 


'of Gop ; and'by making us par- 


or our benefit 
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u the redemptioh of matthind. _ 
. Secondly, this doth convince men of the mad 


1 ind folly of impenitency. Now ſince the wiſdom of Cath, 
Gap hath contrived ſuch a way.of our recovery, and | 

by the declaration of Gop's wrath, and diſpleaſure | 

againſt-ſin, hath given us ſuch arguments ti repen- 


tance, i diſcovering a way of pardon and mer- 


cy, hath given us ſuch encouragement — 


how + great muſt. the _— of, Grad Foy 


conſider. 1 r: ne 
wy * ; : * $3 BY 13 ” 1 


25 That impenitency dreciy ſets. itſelf: ag; 


the wiſdom: of Gop.“ If after all this — 2 
in our ſins, & we reject the counſel pope 


« our ſelves, we deſpiſe the wiſdom of Gon, and 
charge that with folly: and we do it againſt our 


ſelves, to our own injury and ruin. If we le in 


our ſins, and cheriſn our luſts, we directly o 


the end of bur demption, ogy col | 


deſign of the goſpel, we contemn the admirable - 
conttivance of Gop's wiſdom, who ſent his ſon into 
the world on purpoſe ts deſtroy ſin; for we uphold 
that which he came to deſtroy; 1 John iii. 3. Ye 
% know that he was manifeſted to take away our 
« fins.” Now ſhall we continue in ſin, when we 
know << the ſon of Gop was manifeſted TERRI: 
“ ſin?” Gop cannot but take it very ill at our 
hands, when he hath laid out the riches of his 
*, wiſdom”? in this deſign, for us to go about to de- 
feat him in it; this is at onee to be unthankful to 


Gop, and injurious to our ſelves; it is ſuch a mad- 


neſs, as if a condemned man ſhould. deſpiſe a par · 
don; as if a priſoner ſhould be fond of his fetters, 
and refuſe deliveranee; „„ 
ſhould fight with his phyſician, and put away health 


from him. If we do not comply with the © wiſdom 


Sof God,“ who: hath r our recovery 5 
Vor. VIII. ; "8 X. . Ib 
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te our en mercy, and ae 2 grear 
— 640 falvation 5 Nee and ate ore, 

Prov. vi. 14, 15, 16. N = 

43. Conſider, we cannot e e dem of | 

* Gon“ ſhall do more for our en than hath Ml 


boen already done; the wiſdom of God®? will not 

Ke ſent his fon.*” Hf we deſpiſe this way, if we . 

© tread under foot the ſon of Gop, and count the a 

@ blood of the covenant, whereby we are ſariftified, 1 

an unholy thing, there will remain no more ſacri- 4 
fee for fin,” -Heb. x. 26, 29. What can expiate 4 

the: guilt of fin, if the blood of CHRIST do not? ; 

What fhall-take us off from fin, what ſhall ſanctify f 

m, if < the blood of the covenant*? be ineffectual? s 

We xeſiſt our laft remedy, and make void the beſt : 

means the wiſdom of Gop: could deviſe for our re- 1 

__ebvery; if, after the enen eee 1 1 4 
nem ſins. | - 

Fl dave feet ths Aga n Gon's wien {MY 

F for our recovery, our ruit will be the more dread: y 
iu and certain. Impenitency under the goſpel wil 
increaſe our miſery. If unter had not come, z 

% we had had no fin,” in compariſon of what we 4 

| how have; erg ee and Thett © 5 


. © no cloak for out ſin, pod | 

ſnall not be able at the day of judgment to preface 

| wy thing by way of excuſe or apology Genie ies 

„ pee What ſhall we be able to ſay to the juſ 

rice of Gop, when that ſhall condemn us, ho fe 

jected his wiſdom, which would have ſaved us? We 

would all be ſaved,” but we would be ſaved without 

fepentance :' now the wiſdom of Gop®? hath not 

Found out any other way to fave us from hell, bu 
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but ye have ſet at naught my counſel, and or 
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+ damnation of hell,” I will 
thoſe dreadful words which the wiſdow of Gop 


18 . 1 


pronounceth againſt thoſe that deſpiſe her, —_ E- 8 


fuſe to hearken to her vcice, Prov. i. 24, 2, 26. 
Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, I have 
5 ſtretched: ot my hand, and no man 


« none of my reproof: Lalſo will — 4 
„ mity, „ 

who will not comply with the. counſel pe 31g 
their happineſs, they ſhall DOT the . condition 
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IN treating of the attributes of, Goal 4 ec SERM. 


CXL. 


* 


1 ſidered thoſe which relate to the divine under- 3 f 
 Randing, viz. knowledge and wiſdam; I come now 
t0-confider-thoſe which relate to the divine will, viz. 


3466 The juſtice N Gobi in the diftribution 
| em”: At the 1th verſe of this chapter, Go by a great 
and wonderful condeſcention of his goodneſs, reveals 
to Abraham his intention concerning the — 
of Sodom; upon this Abraham, v. 23. interceded - 
with Gop for ſaving. of the righteous perſons that 
were there; and to this end, he pleads with: Gop 
his: juſtice and righteouſneſs, with which he appre- 
hended it to be inconſiſtent . to deſtroy eren. 
-66/ with the wicked,“ which, without a 
could not be avoided in a general deſtruction. WI 
thou alſo deſtroy the righteous with the wicked? 
4 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the 
city, wilt thou alſo deſtroy, and not ſpare the 
6 place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 
4 that be far from thee to do after» this manner, io 
5 ſlay the rightequs with the wicked, and that the 
* righteous ſhould be as the wicked, that be far 
& from-thee; ſhall not the judge of all the earth 
6 do right? This negative interrogation is equi- 
valent to a vehement affirmation, & ſhall not the 
judge of all the earth do right?“ that is, un- 
doubtedly he will. This we may take for a certain 
and undoubted principle, that in the diſtribution of 
rewards and puniſhments, the Judge © of the world 
will do righteouſly. | 
So that the argument that 1 aides our 8 | 
ration, is the juſtice of Gov. in the diſtribution of 
rewards and puniſlynents: for omg * in 
Warn. 
„5 in hypotheſ, in red to tte partial 
| eaſe which here put by Abraham in tho text. 
Secondly, in theſi, we will confer ui gene 
in the diſtribution of:rewards and puniſhments. 
Firſt, we will conſider it in hypotheſi, in regard 
tothe pate caſe which 3 
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righteous and. the wicked, but to involve them equal 


ly in the ſame common deſtruction. That be far 
from thee to do after this manner, to ſlay the 


« righteous with the wicked, and that the t 


„% ſhould be as the wick ed, that be far from thee, 
if he had faid, <* ſurely the judge ef ll he jet 
will never do fo unrighteous a a thing. 


of all the earth do right? as 


And yet notwithſtanding this, we ſee. it in vy 
. the providence of Gop to involve good 
men in I calamities, and to make no viſible dif- 
ference berween the righteous. and the wicked, Now 
the difficulty is, how to reconcile theſe appearances 
of providence vith this reaſoning of Abraham in e 
text. 

And for doing of this; 1 fee bur e way, .. 
ind char is this, that Abraham does not here ſpeak 
concerning the judgments of Gon which befal men 
in the ordinary courſe of his providence, which ma- 
ny times happen promiſcuouſiy, and involve good 
ee and the reaſon here- 


of is plain, becauſe Gop in his ordinary providence 
does permit. the cauſes, which produce theſe Judg- 


ments, to act according to their own nature, and 
they either cannot or will not make any diſtinction; 


for the calamities which ordinarily happen in the 


world, are produced by two ſorts of cauſes, either 
which we call 3 or thoſe which are vo- 
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= and ſtorms, and the d 


tion _ the 455 l 
, like; theſe acting by a neceſſmy of nature, without 
auf e choice, can make no distinction 
between the good and the bad. And the vo 
cauſes of calamities as men are, they many time: 


All make no difference” between "the Fighteous and 


the wicked; nay, | many times they are maliciouſly 
bent againſt the righteous, and the effects of thet 
malice fall heavieſt upon chern. Now we dn dhe 
things happen in the way of ordinary pre 
Shen natural cauſes are permitted to act according t to 


their nature, and voluntary cauſes ate left to their | 


Aberty; and therefore in che curſe of ordinary pro 
vidence, it is not to be e that ſuch a' diftinc- 
tion ſhould be made ; it is neither poſſible, nor does 
Juſtice require it ; it n not poffible; ſuppoſing natu- 
ral cauſes left to act according to their nature, and 
Woluntary cauſes to be left to their liberty: nor dos 
e require it, for every man is ſo much a fmner, 


. | that no evil chat befals him in this world, ee 


| to be iapjuſt i in reſpect of Gp. 

Jo that Abraham is not here to be un eſtsed, as 
Tpeakn of ſuch judgments as befal men in the ord 
mary courſe of Gos providence, in which, if the 
good and bad be involved alike, eee 


ed to be otherwiſe, nor is there any injuſtice in it; 


but Abraham here ſpeaks of miraculous and extraor 
dinary judgments, which are immediately infficted 
by Gop for the puniſhment of ſome erying fins, and 
| the exam ple of rhe world, to deter others from the 
RE -» "Arc fich was ti jc, which Gop in 
tendell to bring upon Sodom, and which Abraham 
Math relation to in this Uiſconrſe'of his. In this eaſe 


It may be expetted from the 8 — | 


' Uifference ſhould be matte 


2 aur wicked; and that for theſe reaſons: | TD, 1. 3 
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executes. It is not an event of common providence, 
which always follows the: nature of it's eauſe, hut as - 
at of Gon, 48 2 judge. Now it is eſſential n a 
judge to malen diſcxinũnation bet tween the good and 
— ſo as to puniſh! che one, and ſpare the ather'; 
and this is as neceſſary to all proper acta of judgment 


in this world, as the Other 3 there being no other 


difference between ihem, but that one is à particular 


judgment, and the hende en ee * 5 


whole F world. Libs IG : 


BY W 1 of his a | 


ry providenca in puniſhing, it may reaſonably be eats 
pected that he ſhould make. a difference bexwoed 


the good and che had ; for the reaſon, why he does net 
n bu enen Providence, . muse he will not 


upon every; — pr at but when he does go be- 
ſides the common courſe of things in puniſſling, the 
reaſon ceaſeth, which hindered him before from m · 
king a difference; and it is reaſonable enough to er- 


pet, chat in the inflicting of amiraculous judgrizent; - - 


a miraculous. difference ſhould: be made. Without 
making this difference, the end of . theſe mitaoulous 
judgments would not be attained, Which is, remark» = 
ably to puniſh the crying, fins of men, and by that 
xample to deter others from the like ſins: but if 
theſe judgments ſhould fall promiſeuouſiy u 

righteous and the wicked, it would noe; be ey 
that they were deſigned for the /puniſhment-6f ſuck 
ſins, When man did fon, that they fell likewifs unn 
thoſe who were not guilty of thoſe fins, and con- 
quently the NN ) 1 ww ca 


Baer ye waging: + & 470 


6 . in mak Gon WIN 1 


0 


_ Caſe he was ſpeaking of. 


4 fore me in this. generation. So likewiſe in that 


doe judgments 2 * — ga — 
” dinary, and immediately inflifted by Gop, for the 


- Puniſhment of great and heinous fins, — 


that in thoſe judgments which have hen jnumediate 
iy and miraculouſly infiited by Gov; en, 
made this difference between the rig 


wicked. In the deluge which he brought upon the 


old world, the ſpirit of Gop gives this reaſon why 


the judgment was ſo univerſal, becauſe -<* all fleſh 


had corrupted his way upon the earth; and 
the reaſon why he ſaved. Noah and his furnily wa, 
| becauſe in this general corruption of mankind he 2. 
lone was righteous; ** thee, have I ſeen righteous be. 


miraculous judgment of Konh and his company; 
when Gop made a new thing; and the earth o- 
- * pened her mouth to ſwallow them up, none pe- 


| riſhed but he and his complices; the reſt had warn- 


ing given them by Gop'to © remove from the tents 
u of thoſe wicked men.“ Thus you ſee chat as to 


the particular caſe in this text, Abraham's reaſoning 
concerning the juſtice of Gop nm, and con. 


cluding. I proceed to the 


Second thing, which was chat which 1 e 4 
85 intended to diſcourſe upon, viz. to conſider the jul 


ttce of Gop in general, in the diſtribution of rewards 
and puniſhments, And here I cannot but grant, 


| that the beſt evidence of this is yek wanting We 
have clear demonſtrations of the power, and wiſdom, 
a nc goodneſs of Gop in this vaſt and admirable frame 

of things which we ſee; but we muſt ſtay till te 
day of judgment for a clear and full manifeſtation of 


the divine Juſtices for which an the da of judy 
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5 of the righteous. Judgment of Gop.'* But in the CLX. os 


mean time we may receive ſufficient affurance of this, 

both from natural reaſon, and from divine revelation. 
1. From natural reaſon ,' which tells us, that 

6 Go loves righteouſneſa, and hates iniquity,” 


and conſequently that it muſt be agreeable to his na- 
ture, to countenance and encourage the one, and to 
diſcountenance the other; that is, to give ſome pub- 


lick teſtimony of his liking and affection to the one, 

and of his hatred and diſlike of the other; which 

cannot otherwiſe be Gowns but een * Par 

niſhments. I = 
But however eben reaſoned POOR chis mat- 

ter, whatever premiſes they laid, they firmly beliey- 

ed the concluſion, that Gop is juſt: Plato lays down 

this as a certain and undoubted principle, That 

* Gop is in no wiſe unjuſt, but as righteous as is 

e poſſible; and that we cannot reſemble Gop more, 

* than in this quality and diſpoſition. So likewiſe 

Seneca tells us, That the Gop's are neither capa- 

te ble of receiving an injury, nor of doing any thing 


„that is unjuſt.” Antoninus the great emperor 


and philoſopher, ſpeaking doubtfully, whether good 
men are extinguiſhed by death, or remain after- 
wards; * If it be juſt, ſays he, you may be ſure it 

7 10 >; if it be not juſt, you may certainly conclude 

* the contrary; for Gop is juſt, and being ſo, he 
* will do nothing that is unjuſt or unreaſonable. 
And indeed the heathen philoſophers looked upon 
this as the great ſanction of all moral precepts, that 


Gon was the witneſs and the avenger of the breach 


and violation of them, Qui ſecus faxit, Deus ipſe vin- 
dex erit; ** If any man do contrary to them, Go 


e himſelf will puniſh it;“ which wenn that there 


Vor. VII. | 46 L. 


** Te je juftce of Gov in the Hfribution 


| TENSE is a natural awe upon the minds of men of the diving 
ey juſtice, which will overtake offenders either in this 
world or the other, But this will u more PP 
e 
2. Place, from ſeriprure, or se revelation 
And thoſe texts which I ſhall produce to this pur- 
poſe, may be reduced to theſe two heads; either 
ſuch as prove the rectitude of the divine nature and 
his juſtice in general; or ſuch as ſpeak more parti. 
cularly of the juſtice and equity of his providence in 
the diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments. I be. 
gin, firſt, with thoſe which declare the rectitude of 
the divine nature, and the juſtice of Gop in gene- 
ral, and that either by attri uting this perfection to 
| kim, or by removing the contrary, injuſtice and un- 
righteouſneſs, at the greateſt diſtance from him. 
I. Thoſe which attribute this perfection 0 G08. 
I ſhall mention but a few of many, Pſal. cxxix. 4. 
„The Lokp is righteous. Dan. ix. 7. OLoxp! 
1 * righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee. This good 
1 men have acknowledged, when they have lain under 
the hand of Gop, Ezra ix. 13. O Loxp Gon of 
© Tfrael, thou art righteous.” And this the worſt 
of men have been forced to own, when they have 
been in extremity, Ex. ix. 27. then Pharaoh ſaid, | 
“ the Loks is righteous. This hath been likewiſe 
acknowledged by thoſe who have lain -under - 
greateſt temptation to doubt of it, Jer. Xii. 
«© righteous art thou, O Loxp, when I plead with 
«thee: yea, let me talk with thee of thy judgment; 
* wherefore doth the way of the wicked proſper?” 
The prophet, notwithſtanding he ſaw the 
condition of wicked men, and the afflicted ſtate of 
the godly, which ſeemed hard to be reconciled with 
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e rewards and puniſhments. © 345g 
3 reaſon about it, he lays down this 23a 8 ERM. 


e 
| 6. 25 CXL. 
, certain concluſion, **- righteous art thou, O Loxp.*” „ 


To this head likewiſe belong all thoſe: texts which 
; 8 as God's dwelling place, and 
„his throne, of his delight in Juſtice, and of the du- 
. ration and cternity of it, W an euer. | 
f larly recite. 0 
d 2. There are W aw rents; adi remove 
. che contrary, viz. injuſtice and unrighteouſneſs at 
n the greateſt diſtance from Gop, as being moſt con- 
. trary to his nature and perfection. Deut, xxxii. 4. 
A Gopoftruth, and without iniquity. 2 Chron. 
- xix. 7. There is no iniquity with the Loxp our 
0 God, nor accepting of perſons, nor taking of 
- WH gifts.” Job viii. 3. Doth Gop pervert judg- 
= ment? or doth the Almighty pervert juſtice??? 
[ which is a vehement negation of the thing. Job 
5 xXxiv. IO, IT, 12. Far be it from Gop, that he 
* ſhould do wickedneſs, and from the Almighty, 
that he ſhould commit iniquity. For the work 
* of a man ſhall he render unto hin: and cauſe e- 
f 
| 


very man to find according to his ways. Yea, 
* ſurely Gon-will not do wickedly, neither will = 
* Almighty pervert judgment.” Rom. ix. | 
* What ſhall we fay then? dene 
e with Gop? Gop forbid. | 
there are other t dente dich ſpeak-enore 
particularly of the juſtice and righteouſneſs of Gon 
in the diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments. *Tis 
true indeed, the juſtice of Gop doth not conſtantly 
appear in this world in che diſpenſaions of his provi- ; 
Werden becauſe this is a tire of patience and forbear- 
ance to — and of trial; and exerciſe to good 
men; but there is a day a coming, when all things 
I and every man ſhall receive _ 
. 16 1 2 aft 


3474 The juſtice of Gop in the diftribution 
SERM. juſt reward of his deeds, when the juſtice of Go i © 
— dall be evident to all the world, and every eye ſhall MW << 

1 ſee it, and ſhall acknowledge the righteous judge. 
ment of Gop ; and this the ſcripture moſt clearly 
and expreſly declares unto us; and hence it is, that 
the day of judgment is called © the day of the reve- 

e lation of the righteous judgment of Gop.** The 8 
righteouſneſs of Gop doth not now ſo clearly appear, 
but that there are many clouds over it; but there 
ſhall be a day of revelation, when the righteouſneſs i 
of Gop ſhall be made manifeſt to all the world. an 
The remunerative juſtice of Gop ſhall then appear fir 

in the rewarding the righteous ; and the punitive . 
juſtice of Gos inpuniſhing the wicked and ungodly; WM © 
«ſo that a man ſhall ſay, verily there is a reward 

4 for the -N verily thereis a Gon _ Jug 


e eth the world. 


No) the righpoortius of this vengeance of FR ec 

| which Gop will take upon finners, is further ſet D 
forth to us in 1 ſcripture, from the equity and _ 2 

tiality of e. yy 

I. From the equity of it. 2 


1. In that the ſins of men have july ee wh bs 
| puniſhment, that ſhall come upon them, Rom. i, 
yu „Who knowing the judgment of Gop, dual 
fa T8 Yee, the righteous judgment of Gop, that 
Fc — which commit fuch things, are ee of 
20, has the agent of Gon ſhall be propor 
tioned to the degree and heinouſneſs of men's fins, 
ſo as the leſſer or greater ſins ſhall be puniſhed with 
more or leſs ſeverity. So our Saviouk- eee er. to 
thoſe who continue impenitent under the goſpel, and | 
the advantages of it, their eaſe ſhall be more ſad 
F e 1 and it ſhall be more 
 olerable 


» & mn e4 £5 H=> 


* judgment, than for them.” Mat. xi. 20, 21. and 
Luke xii. 47, 48. There you have different degrees 
of puniſhment threatened, proportionable to the ag- 
gravations of the ſins which men have committed 
The ſervant which knew his lord's will, and pre- 


| « will ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes: but he 
| *. that knew it not, but did commit things wor- 
* thy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few ftripes 25 


r ſins, for to whom much is given, of him ſhall 
e * much be required; and unto whom men have 
; committed much, of him they will aſk the more.“ 
] 80 likewiſe Gop will-vindicate the contempt of the 
: goſpel more ſeverely than of the law, becauſe the 
| confirmation of it is clearer, and the ſalvation offer- 
; ed by it greater. Heb. ii. 2,3, 4. If the word ſpoken 
by angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion and 
“ diſobedience received a juſt recompence of reward, 
how ſhall we eſcape? &c. And ſo, Heb. x. 28g 
29. He that deſpiſed Moſes his law, died with- 
out mercy under two or three witneſſes, of how 
* much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foor 
the ſon of Gop ?** & M. 


rr Gomorrah 4 


* pared not himſelf, neither did according to his 


and fo proportionably of all other aggravations f 


II." The: righteoninells.of VV 
ſet forth to us in ſcripture by the impartiality of it. 


Hither belong all thoſe texts, which remove from 
Gop that mpogwroambia, that reſpect of perſons, 
which is ſo incident to human tribunals. Now re- 
ſpect of perſons is in diſtribution of juſtice, and hath _ 
regard to-ſome external qualities or circumſtances of 
the perſons, which nme 
"00s * 1 account of thoſe rcumſtances, 
| 1 | 


— 


376 The jufticeef Gov'in the dibribation, ; 
SERM. to deal unequally with thoſe, whoſe caſe is equal; 
— when two. perſons, who are equally" guilty of 

crime, are brought to their trial, and the one is con- 
demned, and the other acquitted, upon the account 
of friendſhip, - or relation, or ſome other intereſt, 

| becauſe one is poor and the other rich, the one hath 
powerful friends to intercede for him, the othet 
nat, the one brings a gift or bribe, the other not, 
or upon any other account, beſides the pure merit 
of the caufe ; I ſay to deal mo the diſtribution 

of juſtice, is reſpect of perſons. Otherwiſe in mat. 
ters of mere grace and favour reſpect of perſons 
hath no place, according to that common rule of 
divines, wpoownronnmbic locum nox habet in gratuiti, 
fed in debitis, Now this the ſcripture every where 

| fpeaks of, as a thing very far from Gop, Deut. x, 
15. The Lonp your Gop is the Gop of gods, and | 
*.Lozp of lords, a great Gop, a mighty and 4 

“ terrible, which regardeth not perſons, nor taketh 
* rewards.” 2 Chron. xix. 7. There is no in- 
< quity with the Lonp our Gop, nor reſpect of 

«perſons, nor taking of gifts. Job xxxiv. 18, 19. 

*K it fit to fay to a king, thou art wicked? or to 

1 ye are ungodly ? how much leſs to him that 

* accepteth not the perſon of princes, nor regard 

<< eth the rich more than the poor? for they: are al 
the work of his hands.“ Rom. ii. 6. Wo vil 

«©, render to every man according to his deeds: for 
there is no reſpect of perſons with Gop.”? : Acts x. 
24. 35. of a truth I perceive- that Gop is no re 

e ſpecter of -perſons : but in every nation he that 
| berech him, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accept 5 
ed wich um.“ Eph. vi. 8, 9. The apoſtle there fl © 
prefiech the duties of ſervants to maſters, from this W © 
conſideration, that as at good 8 8 


6 


Fo, 


a 1 3577 
6 d en Gall Mee e Lens a. 
« whether he be bond or free; and at the th ver. yu 
« Ye maſters, — ae ny thing unto Mien for+ © 
« alſois jo — oo wr Porn 5 
« ſons with him. He maketh this likewiſe an a- 
gument, why men ſhould not oppreſs and deal de- 

| ceitfully one with another, Col. iii. 293. But he 
that doth” wrong, ſhall receive fer the wrong 

« which -he hath done; and there is no reſpect of 
% perſons.” And in general, St. Peter urgeth this 
conſideration upon all men to deter them from ſin in 


= @ N23 KF S „ cw 


1 
of WY any kind, 1 Pet. i. 17. And if ye call on the fas 

„(„ cher, who without reſpect of perſons judgeth ae - 

t Fame u ne e e 6 
4 your ſojourning here in fear. 5 
And beſides that the ſcripturedoth remove. this 8 7 

a the greateſt. diſtance from Gop, it gives us alſo ſe» 
veeral inſtances of the 1 ity of the divine juſ- 


tice, that it is not to be perverted and turned aſide 

by any of thoſe extrinſecal conſiderations which com» © 

monly ſway with men; it is nor to be prevailed with = 

and overcome by flattery and entreaties, Mat. vii. 21, 

22, * Not every one that ſaith unto me Loxb, Loup, 

2 irh | 

+ doth the will of my father which is in heaven, 

| tci!,-The divieeJuitice i not to be impoſed upon - 
by good words; and external ſhews, and falſe pro- e 

feſſions; ſo neither by any external relatien to © 

him; © for many ſhall come fromthe e b, and from 

. che weſt, and-ſhall fir down with Abraham, Hane on 
* and Jacob, in the kingdom of Gop, but the 

children eee en e ow 5 55 vu 
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$3478 Te juſtice of Gon in the diftribution 
GERM. And however men may bear up themſelyes now 
— upon their worldly greatneſs and power, certainly there 
is a time coming, when the greateſt perſons in the 
world, thoſe who overturn kingdoms, and lay waſte 
countries, and oppreſs and ruin millions of mankind 
for the gratifying of their own laſts and ambition, 
I ſay there is a day a coming, when even theſe, a; 
much, nay, more than others, ſhall fear and tremble 
before the impartial juſtice of Gop. ' Rev. vi. 15. 
% And the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
e and the rich men, and the chief captains,” and the 
“% mighty men, and every bond-man and every free- 0 
C man ſhall hide themſelves in the dens, and in the | 
* rocks of the mountains; for the great day of his 
4 „ v rath is come, and who ſhall be able to ſtand?” 
N The impartial juſtice of Gop vill treat the greateſt | 
- and the meaneſt perſons alike, Rev. xx. 12. Ifay / 
* the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before Goo; 
„ and the books were opened, and another book 
<< was opened, which is the book of life; and the 
dead were judged out of thoſe things which were 
4 yritten/in the books according to their works.” 
All judged © according to their works.“ 

1 ſhould next proceed to vindicate the juſtice of 
God in the diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments | 
from thoſe objections, which ſeem to impeach it. WW Þ 
But before I enter upon this, it will be convenient 3 
to ſatisfy one queſtion, which hath occaſioned great ! 
diſputes in the world, and that is, how far juſtice, | 
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d that every perfection is eſſential to Gov, and 


— * from the divine 
Nature, 


eſpecially as to the puniſhment of offenders, is eſſential Wh * 
to Gop ? And for the clearing of this matter, Iſhall 1 
briefly lay down theſe propoſitions. h 
Firſt, I take this for a e den mee ; 


— 


7 nature, 5 pony: this wege . at tion which TR 
N Ken ae is n ghar hath al 2 


ed in his goodneſs ; and the performance 
aj, in his juſtice z for it is juſtice to perform What 


55 


Goy be eſſentially powerful and g good, yet it is not 


neceſſary, that he ſniould always exerciſe his po].r 
and goodneſs, but at ſuch times, and in ſuch a 
eems beſt to his wiſdom; and this is 


manner, as ne A * 
likewiſe true of his wiſdom and juſtice, becauſe theſe 
are perfections, the effects whereof are met 


= ſomething without: himſelf, 1 e ee Rok 0 


_ Thirdhe it is net to y tg to love od 
ceſſary chers ſhould ha a * or pun on, erea- 


tures in it: but upon ſuppoſition that Gon makes. - 
ſuch creatures, it is agrecable to the divine nature, 
to give them good and righteous laws, to encourage 
them in the doing of that which is good, and to diſ- 
courage them from doing that which! is evil; which 
cannot be done, but by rewards and puniſhments. 
and therefore it. 4s agreeable. to the perfection of the 


divine nature, to reward goodneſs, and to puniſh ſin, 


Fourthly, as for thoſe rewards which the goſpel 
promiſeth, and the puniſtiments which it threatens, 
there is ſome difference to be made Rog the. 


* 2 4 
4 * — 8 
J 2 3-7 7 


warding and puniſhing juſtice of G.. 
I. As for that abundant reward Gop is jar" 
to promiſe, to good men, the promiſe of it is founds. 


he, promiſes, though the promiſe of ſo See 4 and 

abundant a reward was mere goodneſs. 3 

{ies As for the puniſhin 

Vor. VIII. IG. < which 
7 | | 


xerciſe of tholgck⸗ 5, 
vine ues x ov * effects — are without him». 
ſelf, is not eſſential to Gop. For inſtance, though. 


It is not ne- 


of that pro- 5 


juſtice of. God, — Fg 


FR © 


PETTY De juſlice of Gow in the aue, 1 
S which hath been che great queſtion, whether char i 
nen, or not, 3: Game — hat 
T 
5 ments which he threatens, becauſe he hath hreatened 
| Grad eee eee. Jig ation 
| 2 by His pb 
miſe becomes a debtor to thoſe to whom he make: 
the promiſe; but when he threatens, he is the cre- 
ditor, and we are debtors to his juſtice; and a8 4 
creditor, he may remit the puniſhment which he 
hath threatened : but then if we conſider Gop a 
loving goodneſs and hating fin; if we look upon | 
him as governor of the world, and concerned to 
—— Wm ener 
| fderation it r den to him to puniſh ſin. 
ſeems beſt ro his wiſdom. 
py 9 ry x ex lar Bo 
ed by ſome katned men to the contrary, that if pu- 
_ niſhing juſtice were eſſential to Goo, then he muſt 
_- puniſh the ſinner immediately, fo ſoon as he hath of- 
 fended, and to the utmoſt. of his power; becauſe 
rally, acts neceſſarily, and to the 
utmoſt: . Pp ſuppoſe ſuch a juſtice eſſential 
ts Gop as acts neceſſarily, but ſuch a juſtice, which 
. - 83 to the time, and manner, and circumſtances of 
it's acting, is regulated and determined by his wiſ- 
7, aa; e nia hkewiſe of his 
Tr N ahi objedtions, e are 1 
en eee of God in this world; 
and partly from the puniſhments of the other, 
F . 
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| wick goo and bad men in this maids In this life | 
things happen promiſcuouſly, © there is one event to 
the righteous, ate n e if the wickeil 
ie dun ene een ightec 3 if he | 
| isnoe this unjuſt, thar cho who arc © unequal 


much”; pains to e nay, it did 2 ſhake the 
ns EET in che old teſtament. 


provo 00 Gov are ſecure into white 
4 hand Gon bringeth e pm chap. Xi. 


, Dal, bl h. 1 


Prophets, Jer. xii. 1. and Hab. i. 13. This objet- 
tion I have elſewhere TI 


briefly offer two ar rar ahi which I +6 e 
be ſufficient to break the force of 1 1. W 

1. It muſt be granted, ——— inenelliny #5 
dale to "__ itſelf immediately, and to diſpenl 


16 2 2 rewards 


/ 


gs Th jects fo for chem. This is — Mary — 

men; much more ought we to leave it to the wiſ⸗ 
dom of Gop to determine the time and circumſtan- 
ces of the exerciſing of his zuſtice:; and we are not of 


t to conclude, that the providence of Gop is unjuſt, th 
if he do not beſtow rewards, and inlet eee an 

juſt when we think he ſhoud. ch 

| 2. If Gep intended this life ee latb Gf tl, W 
herein he would prove the obedience of men, and ti 


their free inclination to good or evil, it is not rea ſet 
;  ſonaþle to expect that he ſhould: follow men with to 
preſent rewards and puniſhments ;- for: that would 
lay too great à force upon men, ſo that there would 
hardly be any opportunity of trying them; but, on 
the contrary, there is all the reaſon, in the world to 
preſume that Gop ſhauld. exerciſe the graces and 
virtues of good men with afflictions and ſufferings, 
and ſuffer bad men to take their courſe for a while, 
and walk: in; their own ways, without continual 
checks, by frequent and — 3 1 
. | Harms, ſo often as they offen 
a 3. If there be another life after this, wherein me | 
| ſhall: be judged ** according to their works, then 
this objection vaniſheth; for that great Ani will 
ſet all things ſtrait, which ſeem now to be ſo crook - 
od and irregular. The deferring of rewards and pu- 
niſhments to the moſt convenient ſraſon, is ſo far 
from being a reflection upon the juſtice of God, that 
| 2 highly to the commendation of it. What Clau- 
dian fays of Ruffinus, a very bad man, whoſe on 
- impunity had tempted men to call in queſtion the 
95 jiuſtice of Gop, is conſiderable in this caſe; | 
01 . hunc nile als . 3 hs 4 


8 — Wa w 5 Tai _ Ws : 4” 5 N * > 0 2 


60 ed the: — from all blame." Wen wen * 
ny the preſentsſate 
y are to quarrel at the W 
them; "bias if "they — lock at the end of things, 
and have patience to ſtay till the laſt, to ſee the h 
cluſion and winding up of things, they-would then 
acquit God in their thoughts from all thoſe imputa- 8 
tions of injuſtice which, from the inequality of pre- 
ſent diſpenſations, -raſh ' and nien men ar 
to chart hum withaL-* + 365% + de Raw * 
II. Objection, from the tranſlation Arete 
the puniſhing of one man's in upen another, as of 
the fathers upon the children, which Gon threat 
ens in the ſecond: en d inail; did, in ſome 
fort, fulfil in Ahab, in bringing the evil he hal 
*© threatened him withal, in his ſon's days, 1 King 
xi. 19. The punifhing the ſin of one perſon upon 
a people, as that of Achan upon the hole congre· 
gation,:: Joſh. xxii. 20. Did not Achan the ſon of 
JZerah commit a: treſpaſs in the accurſed thing, 
* and wrath fell on all the congregation of Iſrael? 
and that man periſnied not alone in his iniquity. 
And the ſin of David upon the people, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
When ſeventy thouſand died of che 5 for Da- 
vid's fin in numbering the people. Now how is this 
agreeable to juſtice? Is it not a known nue dang | 
| caput ſequitur ? ** miſchief purſues the ſinner ?**, What 


can be more reaſonable, Quam: at. enen fury, tenant 
uuthores 2/45 Than that mens faults aould bectarg: 
* ed uren dhe author, * and puniſhment fall. 
the guilty ? Wit & 15 Yi 51 | 

For anſwer a rug | 7 ; id. 10 20715 late 
1. It is not unreaſonable base thould mw 


* 7 LE. 1 
= | 4 
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ner ar 
„ ig n done to'thoſe that are willing to un- 
L dergo n,“ though they be innocent ; which wa 
the caſe of our bleſſed Saviour” ſuffering for ws, 
* the juſt for the unjuſt,” as he feriprure expre 
Kb in. 
2. Where the perſon, upon whom the pqriſhmen 
Wen , is likewiſe 4 ſinner, and obnoxious to 
Sop, there can be no injuſtice; becauſe he hath de. 
_ fervetlit upon his own account, and Go may take 
| what occaſion he W to puniſh them thatdeſern 
ae wms Sh 
WE In punilung . che iniquity of the fa wee upon 
dhe children,“ the guilty perſon, thar h, the fr 
| ther, is puniſhed . in che calamity of his children; 
tov atnan's children are fümſelf multiple; and ter. 
Ore it is very remarkable, that in the ſecond com- 
at, Go prornifeth t ſhew mercy to 
44: rhouſands of generations of them that love him; 
— #* bux ko viſits the iniquicies of the father upon th 
„ ehildren, but to the third and fourth generation,” 
thats, fo far as man may live to ſee them puniſhed, 
and ſuffer in their puviſhment. 
A. to the punifhinenrof the people for the firs 
of their princes and governors, and one part of 3 
a . rinteps * 


den bedy: e — — 
of his people, the glory of a king enfin n 
. multitude of his ſubjects. 
1 — ſpec co the ocher wo 


„ 23 


ond — * this vw 
gourle is, Sos ia 1 
Firſt, nest 1 5 REDS „ 
e i in alf his diſper tions, even in thoſe, cha 
reaſon whereof is hidden and'obfcure : Neh. ix. 
33. ſpeaking of che great allliions that had befal- 


= Gop's.own people, yet this he lays down as. : 
im principle, (4 E 


; "thou an Jag in al tha 
2 is brought upon ui Bu; $6, . 5 x 8 i 

_ Secondly, this 1 is matter of terror ro ef le, 
linners, his merey; and patience, and goodneſs: 7 
if we deſpiſe theſe, that terrible attrib e of his juſ- 
tice will diſplay itſelf; nd thisthe ſerlp ” e deſert 4 
in a ſeyere manner z © the Lox: | 
4 jealous ; the Lonp wilt Ke 


eee Wark | 
Yer FUSE, "aid wil 


. Pfal. xevii. 1. And Be gives the hr 
itin the nexe verſe x 440 1 and Jud m. 
01 of his throne: ! | th 


b ee And in alf 7 | 
bat is juſt and due to men. This Floor, 
inmutable reaſe Y fountled in N 
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. Og | The truth of Gov. Re 
: e k | Ft. on 
fk wo. e p FRETS kn 
e 5 lam / Gop of wth. i ſo 
5 We 
L. 2 
CXLI. 
— I. Shew you what we are to underſtand by the op 
truth of G. th 
II. Endeavour to proye 1 this 1 be- th 
| longs to Gop, that he is: a; God of truth.” FEY de 
III. Anfwer ſome objections chat may: be m e a- bes 
günſt it; and then make ſome uſe of 8 ly 
a What we are to underſtand by the truth of = de 
Thhall take it as the ſcripture uſeth it in a large ſenſe he 
ſo as to include not only the veracity of Gop, but 1s 
his faithfulneſs... Hence it is that, in ſcripture, tru WM co 
Al faithfulneſs are ſo. often. put together, and fre- cl 
qperity put one for another: Iſa. xxv. 1. Thy Ml 00 
* counſels of old are faithfulneſs and truth.” . Rey, th 
xi. 1. „ Theſe-words. are true and faithful. And And ſh 
the faithfulneſs of Goo, in performing his promiſes 0 
is frequently called his truth. And becauſe the ſcrip- WM an 
ttrure uſeth them promiſcubuſſy, we. need not be ver = 
ſolicitous to find out diſtin& notions of them: but if I 
pou will, they may be diſtinguiſhed thus: the truth g5 
or veracity of Gop hath place in every d on o by 
his mind: the e Kon, only! in his ro, WM te 
miſes. f I 03 . 2 ' 6b. 465 28 N th 
Pac the kr, dhe; veracity or truth of 4 this by 
|. hath place in every declaration of his mind; and MW tz 
; ſes an exact 8 and conformirybe | 
teen tl 


Aa 


* | tween his words ind his Wins ant ky be- 8 


, RM: . 
CAI. 


tween his word and the truth and reality of ching. = 


| The correſpondence of his word with his mind, de- 
pends upon the rectitude of his will; the conformity, | 
of his word with the reality of things, not only up- 
on the rectitude of his will, but the perfection of his 
knowledge, and the infallibility of his underſtanding: 

ſo thar when we ſay Gop is true, or ſpeaks truth, 
we mean thus, that his words are a plain declaration 
of his mind, and the true repreſentation of things, in 
oppoſition to falſhood, which is ſpeaking or 


therwiſe than we think. For inſtance, when Go 
declares any thing to be ſo, or not to be ſo, to have | 
been thus, or not to have been thus; the thing real- 
ly is ſo, and he thinks ſo; when he expreſſeth his 
| defire of any thing, he does really deſire it; when 
he commands any thing, or forbids us. any thing, it 
is really his mind and will that we ſhould do what he 
commands, and avoid what he forbids; when he de- 
| clares and foretels any thing future, it really ſhall - 
come to paſs, and he really intended it ſhould; -if 
the declaration be to be underſtood abſolutely, it 
ſhall abſolutely come to paſs; if the declaration bs 
to be underſtood conditionally, it ſhall come to _ 
and he intengs it ſhall, if the condition be pe rformed. 
Secondly, the faithfülneſs of Gov. 2 his only 


gation of juſtice ſuperadded to his word; for Go Dy | 
by his promiſe, doth not only: declare what. he in- 
tends, and what. ſhall be; but confers a right upon 
chem to whom the promiſe i is made, ſo as that the 


hath, place in his promiſes, in which there is an,obli- 


than the thing is; and hypocriſy, that is, ſpeakingo- 


S. 


breach of his promiſe would not only caſt an impu- 1 8 


* A J 4 2 


taion upon his truth, but upon his Juſtice _ 


this 1 ſhall endeavour to prove, 


. 4 — 
. * 
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II. That this perfection belongs to Go. And | 
3 1 es 5 8 Fiſt, | 


"Firſt, from the diftates «of nr A 

Fit, om the dictates of W ncht. Natu- 
u ieh ehe us, that truth and faithfulneſs are per- 
fetions, and conſequently belong to the divine na- 
ture; and that falſhood anda hi are imperfectiom, 
and to be removed from Gop. There is nothing 
that is eſteemed amongſt men a greater contumely | 
| and reproach, than to give a man the lie, to call hin 
Ar, becauſe it is an argument of ſo muchibaſenek] 
And of a low, and mean, and ſervile ſpirit ; the uſu 
A rempration to it being fear of loſing ſome advan- 

tage, or incurring ſome danger. Hence was that 

| Hying, that te the proper of «fave oi, be 
( ofa free man to ſpeak: truth: now, whatever 
©. _ Irgues baſeneſs or imperfection, our reaſon tells us s | 
22 to be ſeparated from the moſt perfect being, / 
| Go cannot be tempted with evil, the divine 
a | nature being all-ſufficient, can have no temptation to 
f 1 e otherviſe than good, and juſt, and true, and faith- 
ful. Men are tempted to lie by advantage, and ot 
of fear : but the divine nature hath the ſecurity of ix 
flulneſs and all-ſufficiency, that it cannot hope for any | 
Increaſe, nor fear any impairment of ir's eſtate. Men 
ure unfaithful, and break their words, either becauſe 

_ they are raſh and inconſiderate in paſſing of them, of 
f;orgetful in minding them, or inconſtant in keeping 
of them, or impotent and unable to perform them: 
but none of theſe are incident to Gop; his infinite 
wiſdom, and perfect knowledge, and clear foreſight 
of all events, ſecure him both from inconſiderateneſß, 
and inconſtancy, and forgetfulneſs; and his infinite 
power renders him able to perform what he'hath'ſpo- 
| ken, and to make good his word. And that the 
= are the natural dictates and ſuggeſtions of our minds, 
- ours " from oe reaſoning ek the my 
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« divine nature is free from all. temptations 
66 either from advantage or fear; 


neither changed himſelf: nor deceives us. Porphy+ 
ry, in the life of Pyths bras, tells us, ** that i 


« R ig ö 
pebyoy Owe da r ag ang 10 


66 « for his ty nd ro fra, 


1 th cable vii. 28, 


ry frequently at 


4 paths of the Lonp are n 0 ey and truth. Pal. Xxxi, 
5. © Into thine, hand I commit my ſpirit; thay 


is true.” Rev. vi. 


« * ways, Hou king of fins.” xvi. 7. . 

«« righteous. are thy judgnients.” _Hither we may 
refer thoſe texts which (pea > wan. y ur 
| dance of Gop's truth: Axiv. 6. 


| tion. Plato de repub. I. 2, lays. dom this RN 2 = y 4 


Aud afterwards he tells u, that the = 


oo ap. 8% © Ben 
au beg N udarro; arri pa dds 79 bf; an 

3 << therefore Gon is true, and deals plain- 

« ly with us, both in his words and actions, and. 1 85 
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4 And now, « 8 thou art that Gov, and 
e thy. words be true. Pfal. xv. 10. © All the 


« haſt redeemed 'mez.O-Loxp Gon of truth. Rey, 5 
ili: 7. * Theſe things faith he that is holy, he that 
I. 10. How long, O Loap, 


* holy and true?” xy. f. ., Jult and tue e thy. 
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b of che duration Wfl. eretwüty of it: Pfil. . 
2 Bs e And his truth endureth to all gentrations, 
cxvii. 2 And the truth of the Lox entdur- | 
- eth for ever,” | _exhvi. 6. he r 3.8 truth for 

© 66 ever. fa 5 | 

As the aki dell abies this perfection to 
Govp, ſo it removes the contrary from him with the 
by greateſt abhorrence and deteſtation: Num. xxiii. 19, 


Gov is not a man, that he ſhould lie, neither the 


1 ſon of man, that he ſhould repent: hath he ſaid, 
4 and ſhall not he do it? or hath” he ſpoken, and 


C ſhall he not make it good » They are Balaam's 
' . words, but Gop put them into his mouth. 1 Sam, 
. 29. The ſtrength of Iſrael will not lie, ror 


* 99 8 for he is not'a man that he Would re 


F.. pent.“ Rom. iii. 4. Yea let Gop be true; and 


6c every man a liar.“ Nay, the ſcripture goes fur- / 
ther; does not only remove lying, and falſhood, 


and inconſtancy from Gov, but ſpeaks of theſe a 


things impoſſible to the divine nature: Tit. i. 2. In 


hope of eternal life, which Gop that cannot lie, 


* promiſed - before the world began.“ Heb. vi. 18. 


2 1 That by two immutable things, in which it was im 


6 poſſible for Gop to lie, we might have a ſtrong 
«* conſolation, who have fled for refuge to wy, hold 
upon the hope ſet before us. · 

And the ſcripture doth not only in 8 attri- 


i | bute this perfection to God, but doth more particu · 
- larly aſſure us of his ſincerity and truth and faithful. 
neſs. Of his ſincerity; that he deals plainly with us, 


45 and ſpeaks what he intends, that his words are the 


image of his thoughts, and a true repreſentation of 


his mind. Gov is very careful to remove this jealou- 
ſy out of the minds of men, who are apt to entertain 
: r — * "RE. as if — 
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of fis ruth and faithfulneſs in r eee li 


al that he hath deckel, n 


tuin men; therefore he 7 entre ba Duck ech — 
greater aſſurance, Fzek. xxxiii. 11. As I live, faith 
* the Loxp Gob, I have no pleaſure in tlie death 

of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 


4 way, and hve.” When Gop ſpeaks to us, he 


ſpeaks his mind, and hath no defign to circ 
and poſſeſs us with error and delufion: if he offer 


kfe and happineſs, we ray believe he is real/z-and , 


that if he did not intend to beſtow it upon us, or if 


there were no ſuch thing as a future glory, he would 
not have declared it to us; this was the temper of 
our Saviour, who was the expreſs image of the 
<« Father, full of grace and truth. John xiv. 2. 
I In my Father's houſe are many manſions;; if it 


" were not ſo, I would have told vou. 5 1 1 
2 — — — 


certain roo bm of Wen the- 4 - wig | 
- quently. uſeth this proverbial ſpeech, to aſſure us of 
the certainty of their ' accompliſhment; Heaven 
and earth ſhall paſs: away, but my words: ſhall 


“not paſs away.” Mat. xxiv. 35. For the faith- 
fulneſs of Gop in his promiſes,” the ſcripture makes 


| frequent mention of it: Deut. vii. 9. Know there- 
* fore that the Lon thy Gop, he is Gop, the ; 

hy faithful Gop, which keepeth covenant and mer- 

* cy.” Pfal. Ixxix. 33, 34. I will not ſuffer 

* my faithfulneſs to fail : my covenant will L not 
40 break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my 
< ſips. The ſeripture doth record Gop's punctu- 
al and full Lap eee, of his n particular- 


by of cat 


| nverit 


— 2 — — — — . 
=O SAS > vl — — mere mop — — ja _ ” ——— 
— —— 3 22 . - = \ o 8 = = — 3 
— — — Vm!i' —¹ ö — — 5 
— — — _ - — — — O 


2 


ede give dam che Land 


Sb e 


„ geen, 
r tha chi 


6. heritance, Gen. XV... 13. thay oy nctual 
pliument you have recorded Ex. Ni. 8 « And | 


* it camo to pals/at theend of the four hundred and 
< thirty years, even the ſelf ſame day it came to 


„E tha, all the hoſts of the Lozp went ou: 
na the. land of Egypt. Soc likewiſe Joſ. xxi, 
der 45) 99d i 14, 1 Kings viiic 56, And upon 
this. account it is that Gop is ſo frequently. in ſcriy· 
ture ſtyled. „ the Go that \keepeth covenant,” 


* Kings. vii. 23. Neh. 1. 5, ix. 32. and in ſeveral 
ocher places. And ſo likewiſe of 1 
: Ben py be true in ful 


ns of evil 
ir his word, 1 Sam. 
af When the prophet ha threatened Saul u 
kingdom ene . 

8 pov wii wag ies pen 
III. I come to remove ame ol 


Fut, eee the e, of Gen 


; oy oY tongs, mri 
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not command, ee And ſo John xi, 


27. where our Sa vious fays ce Judas, 6c what chou 
of Hoy» we are not to 
to b mos We 
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„ene 


« go forth, os ,chis-only Santino - 


the prophet complains that :Govhad, 


od che. people, „ laying, they ſhould have pes, 
25 we arc to ; 
wiſe, but that Gap perm 2 


„When the ſword. reached to the>faul ; 


= 5 Ithe Rabat K 

permitted him to be deceived, and: ] 
ceive the people, aa ã juſt judgment upon tm for : 
their infidelity, with reſpetct tothis true iprophats = 
This he threatens at the ↄth verſe; I will take hs 
* houſe of Iſrael in their own heart, becauſe they aro | 
« all eſtranged from me through their idols ; he: 
_ cauſe they have choſen ta themſelves falls gods, wil 


that is, 


ſuffer them to be deceived with falſe 


that chis is the meaning, en 
added, . and I will ſtretch my hand upon him, anti 


« J will deſtroy him from the midſt of the people- 


Now GOD will not eee that =ehevepf 726 is abe 25 


. Thou baſt deceived we, _ 
2 no more, but that 


author. ; 
That text, Jer XX. 


the promiſe «f; Gop to him, who 
gave him his commiſſion, -told kim he 
1 by which he underſtood that 
no evil ſhould eame'to him, and © now he was be- 
% come a deriſion, and the people mocked him; 
and in his paſſion and: weakneſs he breaks: forth ingo 


this expreſſion, —— emma n 


as E 


ſion, not a command. Rad ſo Jer. ix. — 
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Soy did not give the children of Ifrael all the. land 


&c.'and Judg. ii. 20, 21. Gen. xv. 18. Gop pro- 


miſed to give Abraham and his ſeed ſuch a land, 
. the bounds whereof he deſcribes Joſh. i r. , 
ſaid there, that there remained very much land“ 
vet unconquered, which they had fiot got the poſſeſ- | 


ſion of. And Judg, ii. 20. it is ſaid, that the peo- 


ple having not performed their part of the covenant, 
Go Lend ſuſpend the farther performance of his 


| promiſe, and would not drive out any more of the 
nations before them; and it is probable that the Iſra- 


elites never were poſſeſſed of the promiſed land in 


the full latitude and extent of the promiſe, @ 
Anſ. This covenant of Gop with Abraham, was 


upon conſideration of his paſt faith and obedience, | 


though it. ſeems the full performance of it did like- 
wiſe depend upon the future obedience of his poſteri- 
ty; in purſuance of this covenant, notwithſtanding 


all the murmurings and rebellions of that people, 
Goo did bring them into the promiſed land, though. 
« they provoked him to deſtroy them many a time; 


„ becaufe he remembred his covenant with Abra 
ham; when they were poſſeſſed of it, Gop gave 


them a title to the reſt, and would have aſſiſted 
them in the conqueſt of it, if they had performed | 


the condition required on their part, that is, conti 
med gt and obedient tohim: but * did _ 
: | N 


— ſhould 856 f meet web; — mich —— — 2 | 
enden, but that they ſnould not prevail againſt him, 
as you may ſee at the latter end of the firſt chapter. 

Second odjection againſt the fairhfulneſs of Go 
as to performance of his promiſe. It is objected, that 


which he promiſed to Abraham; as will appear by 
comparing Gen. xvili. 19, 20. with TJolh;” xiii, 1. 


1 


E Auth of Gow?" 


and FRET IO diſcharged Gop from any 3 er- 
formance of his promiſe; and Gop, when he had 


with Abraham, ſo far as concerned his part, as ap- 
pears by the acknowledgment of Joſhua, even in a 
time when a great part of the land was unconquered, 
Joſh. xxi. 44. and of Ron 1 Kings viii. 56. 
yea, and had it not been that Gop had made this 
covenant, as well upon conſideration of Abraham's 


obedience of his poſterity, the. rebellions and diſo- 
bedience of the people in the wilderneſs had — 
Gop wholly from the promiſe; and he had not dem 
unfaithful if he had deſtroyed utterly that p 

« and made a full end of them,” and they had ne. 
yer entred into that land; becauſe a failure of the 
condition doth make the obligation. to ceaſe: and 
that this condition was implied in this covenant with 
Abraham, appears by theſe texts, Deut. vii. 12, 13. 
Xi, 22, 23, 32. and Judg. ii. 20, 21. Gop gives this 
reaſon why he ſuſpended the complete performance 


* againſt Iſfael, and he ſaid, Becauſe that this peo—-—ꝛ 
« ple hath tranſgreſſed my covenant which I com- 
% manded'their fathers, and have not hearkened to 
* my voice, I alſo will not henceforth drive out 
« any from before them, of the nations which wah 
© ſhualeft when he died. 


ing his threatenings z às when he threatened Adam, 
Gen. ii. 17. In the day thou eateſt thereof thou 
5-ſhalt ſurely die; which yet was not accompliſuj- 
ed, for he lived many hundred years after. Go 
med Ahab “to bring evil upon him, and his 
family, 1 Kings xi. 21. But, upon his humili- 


= * 


— 


done this, had fully performed the covenant he made . J 


faith and obedience, as upon condition of the future 


6. his promiſe; The anger of the LoxpD was hot | 
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The truth of Gov. 


VOALY . A e l 60 0h 
dee Herckiah with death, but, upon his 
prayer, adds fifteen years to his life.” 2 Kings xx. 


Thus Nineveh was threatened, but, upon their repen- 


35 tance, Gop repented of the evil, Jon. iii. 10. 


ought to reſt 


Now how is this deferring and turning away of judg: 
ment conſiſtent with the truth of Gop? not 
this ſeem to charge him with falſhood or WE dm 


Anf. This may be faid in general, that every one 
that underſtands the nature of God, cannot but be 
very well aſſured, that falſhood and levity are very | 
far from Gop ; and though he could not untie ſome 


cular knots, and - anſwer all difficulties, yet he 


this objection is troubleſom, and requires a diſtin& 


conſideration. I will not be peremptory in nice 
- matters, but I ſhall, with ſubmiſſion, - offer theſe 


ungs in anſwer to it. 5 
1. As for the expreſſion of Gop's repenting, 1 we 


are to underſtand it, as many others in ſcripture, 
after the manner of men, and ſpoken by way of con- 


deſcenſion to our weakneſs, and accommodated to 


[ — 8 becauſe f 
1 eee ee enen . er ee 
: not 
conſtancy of Gop, in his word. Not from his truth; 
he intends really, if ſomething 
gme e 


e AT Jud 


aur capacities, and not as caſting any imputation of 


falſhood or inconſtancy upon Gop, as if either he did 
not intend What he ſaith, or out of levity did alter 
his mind. When Gop. is ſaid to repent, the ex- 


only ſignifies thus much, that Gop doth not 
execute that which ſeemed to us to have been his 


purpoſe,. that he is pleaſed to do otherwiſe than his 


either from the truth, or ſincerity, or 


for he ſpeaks w. 


, f, ev es 


atisfied in this aſſurance. I confeſs 
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upon which he e a ened, SER M.. 
to be taken off, and ſtop his judgments : not Uöoch den ae. 
it derogate from his ſincerity and plainneſs; for he 
hath told us that his — Fi have ſuch conditions | 
implied in them: nor doth it derogate from the 
conſtancy and immutability of Gop; becauſe Gov 
doth not mutare confilium, ſed ſententiom'; ; he doth 
not change his "counſel and - purpoſe, but takes off 
the ſentence, e ke- had e vitth Erde 
conditions. 6 
2. As to the Inſti, rk may give more par 
ticular ſatisfaction to them, I ſhall confider the treat- 
enings of Gop with this double reſpect, either with 3 
relation to a law, or with relation to the event; with 
relation to a law, as they are the ſanction ; or 
with relation to the event, 25 __ are NN of | 
| ſomething to come. 
(I.) Some threatenings hike: only relation 70 5 
law, as they are the ſanction of it. And thus con- ; 
ſidered, they differ from promiſes ; for promiſes con- 
fer a right, omne promiſſum cadit in debitum; but 4 
threatening doth not convey any right, nor, if for- 
born, can che party complain of wrong done to him; : 
and therefore, in this caſe, it canonly Ggnify what 
the offence againſt the law deſerves, and what the 
offender may expect; for the end of threatening is n 
not puniſhment, but the avoiding of it. And this 
8 mm anſwer the firſt inſtance. Gop gave Adam a 
law; and, by way of ſanction, not of prediction 
of an event, he threatened the breach of it Win 
death: now Gop did not execute the puniſhmiehe 
threatened at the time threatened, but deferted it, 
and this without any impeachment of his juſtiee or 
duch, becauſe this OOO was N * n 
N 3 1 
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(a0 eee hreater 


#5 the event, rate e 3 And as A ac- 1 


s to be a 


degree of — becauſe the honour of Sant | 


knowledge, and power, * truth ſeem to be con- 


cerned in them; for if his word be not fulfilled, it | 
muſt either be for want of knowledge to foreſee 


events, or power to bring them to paſs, or conſtan- 
cy to his word. Now if we conſider threatenings 


with reſpect to the event, as they are predictions of 
er inſtances may 

be ſatisſied, by laying down this rule for the — 
i enings or predictions of judgments are to be ms 3 


future judgments, I think all the ot 


ſtanding of them, viz. ** That all propheti 


KC ** ſtood with this tacit. condition, if there do not in- 
4 tervene the humiliation, and repentance, and prayer 


'* of the perſons againſt whom the judgment: is 


_ threatened; and if ſo, Gop may, upon repentance, 
| 25 without any impeachment of the honour of his 
te truth, or knowledge, or Power, either defer, or 


E « abate, or remit Abe ee And that te | 


| . . appears clearly hm that known te aun, 


Wr. 


I come now wo ce laſt thing I propoed, to make 


| als of this-doftrine..” -..- 
e ee Dina be 46th Gaincad e . this 


-gives us aſſurance that he doth not deceive us, that 


he, faculties which he hath given us are not falſe; 


but when they have clear Perceptions of things, 
they do not err and miſtake, * Were it not for the 
_____ veracity of Gov, we might, for any thing we know, 


1 under a conſtant deluſion; and no man could de- 
monſtrate the contrary, but that this is our make, 
and our temper, and the very frame of our under- 


ooDnoaomDegcns & 
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_ our happineſs. . a h 04748000 


. 0 is: 


Ani to he. POW maſh of all de 
we think our ſelves to be moſt 
man could be affured of the contrary; — — 
becauſe veracity and truth is a divine perfection and. 
therefore Gop cannot be the author of error nde 8 


luſion. Therefore we may be aſſured, that the frame 
of our underſtanding is not a cheat, but that our fa. 
culties, are true, and unleſs it be — we 


need not be deceived in things that 
.. Secondly, If San be « — ky 


there i is reaſon why we ſhould believe 3 


whatever we are ſatisfied is revealed to us by Go. 
A divine revelation is à ſufficient ground for che 


moſt firm aſſent; for this very thing, that any thing 


is revealed by Gop, is the higheſt evidence, and 


ought to give us the moſt firm aſſurance of the at 


of it. Hence it is, that the word of Gow is _— 


the word of truth, yea, and © truth 


John xvil. 17. Ro Thy word; 18 truth. N * 2 | 5 | 


Therefore whoever entertains the ſeriptures as the 


word of God, and is ſatisfied of the divine authori- 


; ought, in reaſon, to believe iis 


ene in them, yea, though there be ſome 5 | 


of which no reaſonable: account can be given, and 


_ which our reaſon and underſt anding cannot give us 
particular ſatisfaction in; yet, becauſe we are ſatiſ - 


fied that they are revealed by Go, who cannot 


lie,“ whoſe knowledge is infallible, and whoſe 
word is true, we ought, upon this higher and ſupe· 


rior reaſon, to yield a firm aſſent to the truth of them 


if we do not, we diſhonour this perfection of Gov, 7 


and rob him of this eſſential property, his veracit 


certain; 1 3 o 9 One We 


John v. 10.*he that believeth on the — -eg 5 | 
1 1 5 witneſs in himſelf; he chat er 5 
n , | * | 95 > 32 A , 


SEAM. « Gon, hath eee 8 lievech 
2 not the record that Gon gave of his ſon.· A, 


on the other hand, if me do beheve what: Gop hath 


Rom. iv. 20. That he was ſtrong in fait 
glory to Gop.“ And St. John the be 


Ne 33 11 ; 


221 — gn Ainboopy abek fer to tis 
Rare gue.” „ 


 Thindly,if Gop be < a Gov of truth, „and futhfl 


a Ks prot, then here is a firm foun- 


duation for our hope and truſt. If Gop have made 

a promiſe, we may ſecurely rely upon it, at's: 
mall be made good; we may hold faſt”? our 

* without wavering, mne 

: — ” Heb. x. 23. Hence it is that the 


of Gop's cov 
* cies,” Ia. ly. 3. e 
We eee Aas dnl 


ant are called 2 eee 


and look upon the promiſe of an honeſt man as ver 


3 


good ſecurity; but men may fail us whe 


6, ſhould prove liars.” Men are fickle and muts- 
ible ; but the nature of Gop is fixed; he cannot fail 


| ith his faithfulneſs, So we find Davi 
ii. 23, &c. - 


did, 2 Sam. 


. te prefiem cha cond 


na witch is required on our part, Heb. iv. 1. we 
— thould © take heed, leſt a romiſe being left us, any 


s done ſhould come ſhort of it, by not performing 
the condition; for that doth releaſe and diſcharge 


Am of the promiſe z and he is . 


1 


rfection of his, and ſet 
our ſeal to his veracity... $o-itis faid of Abrahan 


upaͥn them: but Gopis true, though all men 


miſe to us, we may ꝙlead it with him, and urge him 


doth not perform whar he ped . e e 3 
not promiſe, hatt upon con and dus Sem ta . bs 
be the meaning of thoſe. words, 2 Tm 7-29 HF. 
ve believe not, yet he abideth faithful, he cannot: 
« denyhimſelf. He ſaid before, that if we per- 
form the conditions required, Gop will beftow the 
bleſſings promiſed: it is a faithful ſaying; for f 
« ye be dead with him, we ſhall alſo live with hmm = 
« if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him: ba . - vu 
<« we deny him, the curſe threatehed will then take = 
place, ee and Gop is not un- „ 
fuchful in doing this he does not deny himſelf. = 
" Now F'wekareduch allwatee; we may cruſt him „ 
| 0 2 ents. and venture our 


* commit my ſpirit; thou haſt redeemed me, 0 | =_ 
* Lond Gon of truth. ener a, upon hi : 
de re ho romiſes. 1 
This ſoul make us alſo © patient i in hogs" 


eee Fi. A . Mie | © - Ml ; 
art thou caſt down, O. my ſoul? and why art thou à„ 
«+ difquicted within me? Hope thou in Gop; for F 
“& ſhall yet praiſe him, ann een 55 
* tenance, and my Gop. 78 8 Y 
Fourthly, . 5 
3 All the threatenings of temporal ev - 
may juſtly be expected, k zecauſe their ſins deſerve | 3 
ther, and there is no condition implied in them ? 
upon which. thou canſt reafonably hope for the avoids ©*7 
ee ee F 


R 
Fz 
e 


con my Am 4 and <bleſ | 

„ ſeſt N l, Lying, I ſhall” have peace, though 
"1 thou walk in the imaginations of thy heart; 1 
5 this very thing thou provokeſt the juſtice of Gop, 
not to ſpare thee, and makeſt his wrath and 
his jealouſy to ſmoke againſt the; and if thou 
continueſt impenitent, however he may defer the ex- | 

c ecution of temporal evils, his truth and veracity is 
concerned to inflict eternal puniſhments" upon thee; | 

for he hath ſwofn enen ag dba en _ hal 

ind ret! 

le en to e the endth o 
t Gov for our pattern and imitation, would you be 
ke God? be true and faithful. Truth and faith- 
fulneſs are divine perfections; but lying and falſhood 

are hn properties of the devil, and the-predominant 

qualities of hell. The character of the devil is, 

E char oy ©. he abode not? in the truth, and there is no 

truth in him; when he ſpeaketh a lie, it is of his. 

15 own ; for he 1 is har, and the father of it. John: 

| 2 * e 1 4 8 fo er e 

1 4.2 eee eee 
ix. gionis, that it is toimitate Gop, and to endeavour to 

| be ke him, ſo far as we are capable; and to con- 
tleradiict any of the divine excellencies and perfections, 

is the higheſt ſin; becauſe it is: againſt the cleareſt dic- 

| tates of our mind,” and contrary to thoſe Principles 
which are moſt deeply rooted in our nature. No 
man can be cruel and -unmerciful, falſe and trea - 

cherous, without © yerp Aight degree of guilt ; be- 

_ cauſe theſe ſins are contrary to the chiefeſt and moſt 
e.ſſential perfections 89 Lying is a ſim that“ 
88 would fly in the face of an heathen, becauſe it direct 

I contradicts thoſe natural notions which every man 
; __ cat and cligion ;- 3 8 
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ly ſo much imperfection and baſeneſs ; be that tells 
ate out of fear, ® at once doll Rents gn, and 


| ol towards men. 


one of the ng 
upon the Go of truth. af 
And ſo in gur vows, ati os 5 hich promiſe. 
to Gop, of ſuch chingz in wh we have | ne pH 
fone Sg N dn 


ed of, 1 Ys uf and ION 


the higheſt reproach. to be « 


ſuch a direct contrariety to that which is — HET ” 


perfection ** the nature of Gop,“ and conſequent- 


pon theſe actounts Gov expieſiteh himſelf W 


ly ie with thoſe that practiſe lying and falfs 5 8 


body and to have a dee agen of thimay Prov. xii. 


+ Lying lips are an abomination to the Logp.** 
K W to him; Eph. iv. 245 24. * Pur 
t on the new man, which after Gop is created in 

0 righteouſneſs and true holineſs (or in the holineſs 1 
V of truth.“ And from hence he infers, here · 
bs fore putting away lying, ſpeak every man truth 

„to his neighbour:-for we are members one of 
„ another. Col. iii. 9, 10. Lie not one to au- 
e other, ſeeing that ye have put off the old nun 
„ with his deetls ; and have put on the new man, 

Which is renewed” in knowledge, after the image 
of him that created him:“ that is, becauſe ws 
profeſs to be conformed to the image of God. Mots 
| particularly, we ſhould charge our ſelves vith truth * 
and faichfulneſs towards Gop and men. 


5 Towards Gop, in our oaths, and vows, ad cove- 


nants. In our oaths, when we ſwear in any matter, 

we tell Gop that what we ſpeak is truth, and invoke e 
him to beaf witneſs to it. To fallify in an oatft is 
 folemn affronts chat we aut, * 


F 7 of 


Vor. VII. 
4. 


* 
— 


""% 1 


. ad will neither be 2 "ant 


* 
50 5 pf ws 5 


careleſs. to perfor v 60 

1 vowel, a vo tO. Gop, defer not to pay! it, for he f. 

7 = & hath no pleaſure 1 in fools.” nid Not to ary ton | fl 
: we have vowed, is 0 
Fahnes in the makir n 

5d 28 Br 

7 ey him, and keep his Arco ty | 

| zarge our ſelves with Wl © 
performance | of theſe. Ie is A natural obligati- 1 
on upon us to theſe Things from the very law of 0 bur V 

£9890 n, though we ſhould never ſolemnly mile Wl 

any fuch promiſe, nor enter into any ſuch engage- 5 

ments, becauſe it is a tacit condition of our beings: = £ 

.but thetaking of this covenant Tolemnly upon us in s 

| «baptiſm, Rrcngthens the obligation, and makes r © 
unfaithfulneſs the g greater ſin. All our hopes of hay: F 

F. in the faithfulneſs of Gov; ad WW © 

at 9 57 be falle to him, how canſt thou ex pet X he 5 

1 if 1, hs cannot e Rt Ft WM « 

if thou haſt any ingenuity in thee, this Thould be a 

agu ment to thee to be faithful to him; Tam fore WM | 

*"this can be no encouragement to thee to-be unf. 

ful: for if thou breakeſt the covenant chou h « WM 

.  *xred into, and neglecteſt the conditions upon which il _ 
Soy hath ſuſpended the performance of 1 promil 

; "thou diſchargeſt the obligation on his part. = : 


2. Towards men: we ſhould charge our ſee 
"with truth in all our words, and faithfulneſs in al ; 
. e aur Promiſes. It. becomes us who worſhip ce the 5 
1 truth, 7 to ſpeak truth; to ule plainnel 
7 aud ſincerity in all our words, to abhor falſhood and 

di — and thoſe oor refined \ ways 'of W, | 
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en ng or 
our ſelves to che divine 


light; which, doth 
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12 en, 


enroute, ans one wheres BIN 
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AI. N 65 this acces; I mal, 
: — 1 I. Inquire, what we are to undertznd by the 
holineſs of Go, 
_ ile Ve 0 ſhew, thr cis perfoion belon | 
1 to Gop. - 8 | 
| TY e wh. a0 to debe by de hah of 
Sp. There is ſome difficulty in fixing the proper 
notion of it; for though there be no property more 
frequently attributed to Gob, in ſcripture; than this 
of holineſs, yet there is none of all Gop's attri- | 
£ butes, which divines have ſpoken more ſparingly of, | 
8 The general hotich- of halinebs is, that it is a fs | 
13 tion Ein eee e , to a peculiar 
and excellent uſe. And this notion of holineſs is ap · 
plicable either to things or perſons. To things; 
thus the veſſels of the tabernacle, and the veſtmentz 
of the prieſts, were ſaid to be holy, becauſe they 
were ſeparated from common uſe, and appropriated 
to the peculiar and excellent uſe of the ſervice of 
Goo, Holineſs of perſons is two-fold ; either rela · 
tive and external, which ſignifies the peculiar relati- | 
on of a perſon to Gop; fuch were called, fepeg, 
priefts, or holy men: or elſe habitual and inherent ; 
loch js the holineſs of good men, and it's a ſeparation 
from moral TY that is, FRO and im- 
| your 
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remotion of fin. And this appears 
cations which the ſcripture e e 
explained by oppoſition to fin and impurity; 2 Cor. 5 
vi. 1. Let us cleanſe our ſelves from Lfalthinels* 
Lo of the fleſh and ſpirit, er where 5 
holineſs is oppoſed to all filthinefs. Sometimes by. | 5 
the negation of fin and def. lement. ng. a 8 
and without blame put together, Eph, i, a 17. K je | = : 
45 and without blemiſh,” Eph. v. 27. 7, ha E- 
« leſs, and undefiled,”” Heb, vii. 26. 11 is re, 
indeed, this negative notion doth imply ſomething - 
that is poſitive ; it doth” not only "lignify "the A 
| ſence of fin, but à contrariety to it; we cannot © 
ceive the abſence of ſin, without. the 
grace; as, take away cro kednels from a t 


— 4= 


it immediately becomes ftrait. V | 
made holy, every buff and corruption in | | 
planted by the contrary grace. : il 
Now this habitual bolinck Bs Of zerſons, 'V 1 
ſiſts in a ſeparation fram ſin, is a co ormity. te Il 
holineſs of Gop 3 an by this we may come £0 un / 


ſtand what holinels in Gop is: and it Ggnifjes th 
peculiar eminency of the divine nature, whereby it 
is ſeparated and removed at an infinite Aitanice „ 
moral impetfettion, and that which we call. oy 7 
that is, there” is no win ns FH | 
or hatred, or revenge, or. impatience, 0 | 
tyranny; or injuſtice, ot falſhqod, or 8 55 nels 
in Gop; qr if there be any other thing chat ſignifies 
fin, and vice, and moral 1 holineſs ſig- 
nifies that the divine nature is at an infinite diſtante from 
all theſe, and poſſeſſed of the contrary” = 
| Therefore WORE? texts that remove moral im- 


= 
+ 
HINA 
1 i 
1 
Linh 
. "—_ 
8. 
my 
1 | | 
2 1 
WH -. 
N 
4 
3 
'F | 
b = 
1 
* 
1 
1 
11 
15 
z 
FRE 
114 
7 
17 
Ll 


S 
* LETS 
* 
. J \ 7 
P / >a 


„ 18, 0 14 3 
«be 13. ene 
22 485 80 


' („ 
hoy? 


that he 


m. ix. 14. Is there yorightcouſ- 
ces i 1 85 I Zeph, 1. A The, 
matt: there he will not do 


oof 1 5 5 


ws = Ee np for for em. Hof. xi. 


xc 1 One,” Plal. pore 17. a een 
. cus in Allis ways,and holy inll his works.” 
„ Rom. vü. 12. The ; is -holy, and 


that is holy, beck "is rue.” In 


7 FE 
vv... 42. He. remembred his holy, promiſe ** holy, 
th i in reſpoct of the fa | wand Iſaiah 
5 2 The ſure, mercies of David; my 7 * 

« holy x mercies of David,” which, e e 
0 earn holin 5 
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as if this were the very ate oe, n 
of his perfections. The knowledge of Goviiscalletl | 
* te knowledge of the ben Oner Prov. fr. 10. 


« to be made partakers of God's holineſs.” #e 
equivalent « ons. 2 Pet. iii. 4. Heb. Xii. 10. 

And becauſe there is no perfection ef Gon greater, 
therefore he is repreſented as ſwearing by this ; Pſal. 
K. 6. Gop hath ſpoken in his holineſs. Pfal. 
Ixxxix. 33. Once have I fworn by my holinefß. | 
The angels and glorified ſpirits they ſum up theper- 
fections of Gov in this, Iſa. Vi. 3. And one cried 
<<: unto another, and ſaid, mired holy, holy is the 
„Lok of hofts, - the whole earth is full of his gie 
* ry.“ Rev. iv. 8. And they reſt” not day: and 
« night, - ſaying, holy, holy, holy, Loxo Gopial- 
Gov mighty, which was, and is, and is to come.“ 

There i is no attribute of Gop Lare epeati 2s 
this; in FED nine times. 
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1 that whatever ſounds like vice and imperfection, 6 
ae | 
| acknowledge his holineſs. Plato, ſpeaking of our 

| Kkeneſs to Gov, ſaith, opaiurs & dixauey 
dard Ppoviorus ub. Di: iv. 9. + Zig Ne- 
bduchadnezzar calls Gop by this title, * I know that 
* the ſpirit of the holy gods is in thee.” In a word; 
whatever hath been produced to prove any of Gop's | 


2 * 1. 1 al adea erfeckion 
_ Firſt, ben the fight 8 The phil. | 


Phers, in all their diſcourſes of Gop, agree in this, 
from the divine nature; which is to 


| moral perfe®tions, proves his holineſs, . 


Secondly, from ſcripture. There i no, title mor 
| frequently given to God, in ſcripture, and ſo often 
| IC, as this of his holineſs. He is called | 

itſelf, Iſa. Krill. 15 Where heaven is called 


46, the aden of his holineſs,” that is, of Goo. 


holy is his name.“ He is called « the holy One, 
Iſaiah xl. 23. The holy org f e. Linh xk | 


His name is ſaid to be holy, Luke i. 49. And 


20. The holy One of Jacob, XIix. 23. He b 
| faid to be * holy in all his works and promiſes.” 


Pal. cv. 42. In all his ways and works,” Pil. 
cxlv. 17. This title is given to each of the three 
perſons in the bleſſed Trinity: to Gop the father in 
innumerable places: to Gop the ſon, Dan. ix. 2. 


©, To anoint the moſt holy.“ The devil cannot 
deny him this title, Luke iv. 34. I know thee who 
C thou art, the holy One of Gon: and the Spirit 


of Gop hath this title conſtantly given it, the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, or the holy Spirit, or the Spirit of holineſs. 
The ſcripture attributes this perfection in a peculiar | 
manner to Gov, 1 Sam, ii. 2. There is none holy | 
"= „ Rev. 1 . 
2 5 „ Js 
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« « holy ph” | Holineſs] is a cats perfeQiton : 3 
but no creature can partake of it in ſuch a manner and. 
degree as the divine nature poſſeſſeth it. Gop, is 
erh holy, the fountain of holineſs ; the creatures 
are derivatively and by participation holy. 'Gop is 
eminently and tranſcendently ſoz the creatures, in 8 
finite degree. . Gop is immutably ſo, it is impoſlible 
it ſhould be otherwiſe; but no ereature is out of an 
abſolute poſſibility of ſin: In this ſenſe it is ſaid, Job 
iv. 18. That © he putteth no truſt in his ſervantsy 
„and his angels he charged with folly#?. And 
e chap. xv. 15. He putteth no truſt i in his faints; 
yea, the heavens are not clean in his fight,” N 
From all which I ſhall draw theſe inferences. 
If holineſs be a perfection of the divine nature, and 
a property of Gpp; if, in the notion of Gop, there 
be included an everlaſting ſeparation and. diſtance 
from moral imperfection, an eternal repugnance to 
ſin and iniquity; from hence we may infer, that 
there is an intrinſecal good and evil in things; and 
the reaſons and reſpects of moral goed and evil do 
not depend upon any mutable, and inconſtant, and 
arbitrary principle, but are fixed and immutable, eter- 
nal and indiſpenſable. Therefore they do not ſeem 
to me to ſpeak ſo ſafely, who make the divine will, 
preciſely and abſtractedly conſidered, the rule of mo- 
ral good and evil; as if there were nothing good or 
evil in it's own nature antecedently to the will E 
Gop, but that all things are therefore good or evil, 
becauſe Gop wills them to be ſo: for if this were ſo, - 
goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, . and truth, and faith--- 
fulneſs, would not be eſſential, . and neceſſary, and * 
immutable properties of the divine nature, but ac- 
cidental, and arbitrary, and uncertain, and mutable 5 
which is to ſuppoſe that Gov, if he plc ſed, migns OT, 
; i VII. 1 5 * 9295 e 


e 
4 3612 — be bn — 
8E RM. beantierwiſe dun good, and juſt, and true. For if ö 
: wo theſe depend merely upon the will of Gov, and be 
not neceſſary or eſſential properties of the divine na. 
ture, then the contrary of theſe, malice, and envy, | 
and unrighteouſneſs, and falſhood do not imply any 
; effential repugnancy to the divine nature; which is 
Plainly contrary to what the ſcripture tells us, that 
Go cannot be tempted with evil; that © it 3 
s impoſſible he ſhould lic,” that he: * cannit be un- 4 
« righteous.” 
Il any man ſay that Gop hath now Sed him. 
| ſelf to be juſt, and good, and faithful, and now he 
cannot be otherwiſe, becauſe © he i js a Gop of truth, 
& and he changeth not ;** this is to grant the thing: 
for this ſuppoſeth the veracity and immutability of 
| Gop to be eſſential and neceſſary perfections of the 
divine nature; and why not juſtice and goodneſs as 
well? I fay, it ſuppoſeth veracity and immurtabllity 
to be eſſential perfections, and not to depend upon 
will of Gop; that is, that Go cannot will to 
be otherwiſe than true and unchangeable+ for if be 
could, what aſſurance can we poſſibly have, but that 
when he declares himſelf to be good, and juſt, he! is 
or may be otherwiſe? 4 
But I need not inſiſt upon tis uch ſeems w 
be ſo very clear, and to carry it's own evidence along | 
VMith it. I will only uſe this argument to prove it, 
2nd ſo leave it. No being can will it's own natute, 
and eſſential perfections, that is, chuſe whether it 
will be thus, or otherwiſe ; for that were to oo | 
it to be before it is, and before it Hath a being, to 
deliberate about it's own nature. Therefore, if this 
be the nature of Gop, (which, Tthink, no body wl 
deny) to be good, and juſt; and true, and neceſa- 
| 580 to be what heis; * and Juſtice, oy 
| tru 
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Toe holineſs of Gon. 8 53 
| truth do not depend upon the will of Gan. 3 9 5 
are ſuch things, ſuch notions antecedently to any act 
of the divine will. And this does no way 8 N 
the liberty of Go ; for this is the higheſt perfecti- BD 
on, to be neceſſarily good, and juſt, and true; "ad. | 
a liberty or poſſibility to be otherwiſe is impotency. = 
and imperfection. For liberty no where ſpeaks per- 
fection, but where the things and actions about 
which it is converſant are indifferent; in all other tas 
things it is the higheſt perfection not to be free and = 
indifferent, but immutable and fixed, and neceſſari- 
| bound up by the eternal laws of , goodneſs, and 
| juſtice, and truth, ſo that it ſhall not be poſſible to 
| ſwerve from them; and this is the perfection of the 5 
divine nature, SHE we call his holineſs. _ 
2. If holineſs be the chief excellency and perfect · 
on of the divine nature, this ſhews us what account ... 
wie are to make of ſin, and wickedneſs, and vice. 
We may judge of every privation by the habit, for 
| they bear an exact proportion one to another. Light | 
| and darkneſs are oppoſed, as habit and privation; if 
light be pleaſant and comfortable, then darkneſs is 
diſmal and horrid. And ſo holineſs and fin are op- 
poſed : if holineſs be the higheſt perfection of any na- 
ture, then ſin is the grand imnperfection, and the low 
eſt debaſement of any being; becauſe it is the tnoſt 
oppoſite to that, and at the furtheſt diſtance from 
that which is the firſt excellency and perfection. 
This ſhould. rectify our judgment and eſteem of 
things and perſons. We admire and eſteem riches, | 
and power, and greatneſs; and we ſcorn and con 
temn poverty, and weakneſs, and meanneſs; yea, 
E if it be in the company of theſe. 
We are apt to reverence and value the Ae and the 15 
ih and the mighty of this world, tho | 
"IE 
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wicked, and to deſpife the poor man's wiſdom and ; 
holineſs; but we make a falſe judgment of things | 
- and perſons. There is nothing that can be a foun- - 


dation of reſpect, that ought to command our reve- 
rence and eſteem, but real worth, and excellency, 


and perfection; and according to the degrees of this, 


we ought to beſtow our re pect, and raiſe our eſteem, 


What St. James ſaith of my of perſons, I may? 


apply in this caſe, Jam. ii. 4. Are ye not then par- 


0 tial in your ſelves, and . judges of evil 
4 thoughts? We are extremely partial; we make 


a falſe judgment, and reaſon ill concerning things, 
when we admire gilded vices, and wickedneſs exal- 


ted to high places; I mean, ungodly rich men, and 
ungodly great men; for wicked men are properly | 


ungodly, unlike to God, and when we contemn poor, 


and mean, and afflicted holineſs and piety. Were but 


our eyes open, and our judgment clearand unpreju- 


' diced, we ſhould ſee a beauty and reſplendency in 
goodneſs ; even when it is under the greateſt diſad- | 


vantage, when it is clothed, with rags, and ſits up: 


on a dunghill, it would ſhine through all theſe miſts, 


and we ſhould ſee a native light and beauty 1 in it 
through the darkneſs of a poor and low condition: 


and we ſhould ſee wickedneſs to be a moſt vile and 
abject thing, when it appears in all it's gallantry and 


| bravery ; we ſhould look upon the poor righteous 
man, as more excellent than his neighbour gl a 
the profane gallant, as the ** off-ſcouring og 

* earth.” We ſhould value a man that 


£ juſtice, and loyes mercy, and ſpeaks the We to 


5“ his neighbour ve ſhould eſteem any one more 

upon the account of any one of theſe ſimple qualities, 

than we ſhould another man deſtitute of theſe, up- 
bn the account of an hundred titles of honour, and | 


* 
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he baun; of Gop. oe 


' temned ; and an holy man, he is the right honoura- 


ble; Pfal. xv. 4. In whoſe eyes 2 vile perſon is 
e contemned ; but he henoureth them that fear the 
„ Lokp.“ The vile perfon 1 is port to him that 

d to affront Go, | 


| fears the Loxp. He that is bo 
and fin againſt him, is the baſe and ignoble perſon. 


Gop himſelf, who is poſſeſſed of all excellency and 


perfection, and therefore knows beſt how to judge 


of theſe, he tells us, how we ſhould value our ſelves + 
and others, Jer. ix. 23, 24. Let not the wiſe 
“ man glory! in his wiſdom, neither let the mighty. = 
man glory in his might; let not the rich man 
glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth, glory 


in this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth me; 
that I am the Loxp which exerciſe loving-kind- 


4 neſs, judgment, and righteouſneſs in. the earth; 


for in theſe things I delight, ſaith the Lokp. “' 
To know theſe divine qualities and perfections, ſig- 


 nifies here, to underſtand them ſo as to imitate them. 


I do not ſpeak this, to bring down the value of any 


that are advanced in this world, or to leſſen the re- 
, ſpect which is due to them; I would have nothing 

undervalued but wickedneſs and vice: and I would 
have thofe who have ſtore of - worldly advantages to . 


recommend, them, to add religion to their riches, and 


holineſs to their honour, that they may be_current : 


for their intrinſick value, rather than for the image 


and picture of worth nch the W hath e | 


upon them. 


If bone be tle chief ce and perfecti- 
on of- the divine nature, then what an abſurd and 
unreaſonable thing is it, to ſcorn and deſpiſe hols 
| Leh to mock and deride men * this weren | 
The 
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ten thouſand acres of land. A wicked, A . 5 
man, he is a vile perſon, who deſerves to be con. 
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SER M. The world is inuch blinded, that they do not ſee the 


The holineſs of Gop . 


great evil of ſin, and the beauty and excellencey o 


'* holineſs; but that men ſhould be ſo infatuated, a, | 
to change the nature of things, and to miſtake things | 
of ſo vaſt difference, as fin, and holineſs; to“ call 


<* good evil, and evil good; that ſin, which is the 


5 vileſt thing in the world, ſhould be eſteemed and 


© cheriſhed, accounted- a piece of gallantry, and rec- | 
koned amongſt the excellencies and accompliſh. | 
ments of human nature; and holineſs, which is 6 


great a perfection, ſhould be a name of hatred and 
diſgrace, to be contemned and perſecuted ; that that 


: which is the glory of heaven, and the moſt radiant 


perfection of the divine nature, ſhould be matter f 
ſcorn and contempt ; as the apoſtle ſpeaks in another 


. Caſe, ©. behold! ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and pe- 


* riſh.” Do ye think the holy and juſt Gop wil 


ut up theſe affronts and indignities? Ye do not 
only deſpiſe men, but ye deſpiſe Gop alſo. Tou 
cannot contemn that which Gop accounts his glory, 


without reviling the divine nature, and offering de- 


ſpite to Gop himſelf. The malice reacheth heaven, 
and is levelled againſt Gop, whenever Je flight ho- 


lineſs. _ 
4. If Gop be a holy Go, and hathfuch a repug 


nancy in his nature to ſin, then this is matter of te- 


ror to wicked men. The holy Gop cannot but hate 
fin, and be an enemy to wickedneſs ; and the hatred 
of God is terrible. We dread the hatred ANT I 


man; becauſe where hatred is backed with power, 


the effects of it are terrible. But the hatred of the 


almighty and eternal Gop, is much more dreadful; 


becauſe the effects of it are greater, and more laſting, | 
than of the hatred of a weak mortal man. Weknoy 
164 they: can do; * . can ge ö 


= after thi, they 1 1 
4 do:“ they cannot hurt our ſouls; e 2 


follow us beyond the grave, and purſue us into ano = 5 TT l 
ther world: but the effects of Goy s hatred and di. 
pleaſure are mighty and laſting, they extend —_—. 


ſelves to all eternity; for who knoweth the power of 
his anger? Who can tell the utmoſt of whar omni * 
tent juſtice can do to ſinners? It is a dreadful thing 
4 to fall into the hands of the living Gop -; becauſe 
he that lives for ever, can puniſfi for ever. 'We are „ 
miſerable, if Gop do not love us. Thoſe eds: 2 Þ s ; 
my foul ſhall have no pleaſure in Him,“ fig 
gteat miſery, arid expreſs a dreadful curſe: „ 
à more poſitive expreſſion of miſery, for Gov to 
hate us; that ſignifies ruin and deſtruction to the 
utmoſt; Pſal, v. 4. Thou art not a Gop char 
« hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil 
ce dwell with thee.”” This isa Ati, and exprefſerh . 1. 
leſs than is intended. God is far from beitig of an 
indifferent negative temper towards fin and wicked- 
"neſs; therefore the pfalmiſr adds, © tliou hareſt all 
. © the workers of ini quity ; and then, in tlie next 
verſe, to ſhew what is the effect of. Gob's Hatred, 
thou ſhalt deſtroy them that ſpeak leafg. 
Therefore, ſinner, fear and — a the thoughts 5 
of God's holinefs. © 8 

5. Imitate the lHoltriefs of Go b: this is the inſet eic | 
here in the text, be ye holy; for Lam Holy.“ H. 
lineſs, in one word, contains all the imitable per Gs 
tions of Gov”: and when it is faid; „ be'ye 8 „„ 
it is as much as if he had ſaid, be ye good, a d pa- MS oe re 
OY and true, and fichfur; bor _ 
| fo. Therefbre religion is called © the knowledge Kt 

a of the holy One,” Prov. I. 10. "and chap. xXx. 

3. And our imitation * is expi by our 
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SERM. putting on the new man, which after Gow. 6 
XLII. 4e created in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs,” Eph, T 
iv. 24. Seeing then this is the chief excellency and 


The bolingſs of Gon. 


1 of Gop, and the ſum of all the perfecti- 
ons which we are to imitate, and wherein we are to 
endeavour to be like Gop, let us conform our. ſelves 


_ to the holy Gop ; endeayour to be habitually holy, 
which is our conformity to the nature of Gop; and 


actually holy, which is our conformity. to the will of 


 Gop. Twill not enlarge upon this, becauſe I have 
preſſed the imitation of theſe particular perfections, 


my 


* 


goodneſs, patience, Juſtice, truth, and faithfulneſs 
upon other texts. 1 ſhall only mention two argu - 


3 to excite and our deſires and endea- 


ur after holineſs. 


1. Holineſs is an imitation of the hi ghet ee 
cy and perfection. Holineſs, I 20 50 you, ſignifies 


a ſeparation from fin and vice, and all moral imper- 
fection, and, conſequently," doth comprehend. and 


take in all the moral perfections of the divine nature, 


the goodneſs, and mercy, and patience, and juſtice, | 
and veracity, and faithfulneſs of Gop ; now theſe 
are the very beauty and glory of the divine-nature. | 
The firſt thing that we attribute to Gop, next to 


his being, is his goodneſs, and thoſe other attributes 


which have a neceſſary connection with it; his great; 


neſs and majeſty is nothing elſe but the glory which 
reſults from his united perfections, eſpecially from his 
goodneſs, . and thoſe perfections which are akin to it. | 
Separate from Gop theſe perfections, which holineſs 


includes in it, and what would be left but an omnipotent 
evil, an eternal being, infinitely knowing, and in- 


| finitely able to do miſchief? which is as plain and _ 
- notorious a contradiction, and as impoſſible a thing, 
a can ä Jo that if we have n 


0 K at ,, a a „„ ty — . Fae A ty a 


The Bolineſi o, Gon: 
of ambition in us; we cannot but aſpire after 
neſs, which is ſo great an excellency and —— 


holineſs, as if it were a poor, mean thing, and 


is the only true greatneſs of mind, the moſt genuine 
nobility, and the higheſt 


tion, and divine original. Holineſs is the firſt part 


Jam. ii. 17. the wiſdom that is from above, is 


ie firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be 
d entreated, full of mercy r e eee 


w__ Holincſsis an efſential and principal ingredient 
rn Holineſs is a ſtare of Peace and tan. 
quillity, and the very frame at 
and without it, the divine nature, as it would be im- 
perfect, ſo it would be miſerable. If the divine nature 


venge, or impatier 


diſcontent, than which nothing can be a greater dif</ 
turbance of happineſs: ſo that holineſs is nec | 


pineſs of the next life, but to our preſent Peace and 
contentment. If reaſonable creatures be hap» 


their depraved appetites, and following the dictates 


petites, withour check and oed: burangdl a I 
men, which are reaſonable creatures 
tions of good and evil, of right Fake T 

Vor. VIII. Ee, + IH 


of Gop himſelf. © There A 8 prejudice * — ; 
low a great and generous: ſpirits: whereas — 


antry of ſpirit; and hows: - 
ever it be deſpiſed by men, it! is of a heavenly extrac- ; 


of the character of * the wiſdom that is from abovez** | | 


“ cut partiality, and without hypocriſy,?* .. 


and | remper of happinels x 


3 


were capable of envy, or . ler ren 
unfaithfulneſs, it i wr labile to vexation l 


our felicity and contentment; not only to che * E 


py, as brute beaſts are-in-theiv degree, — 
of ſenſe and fancy, Gob would not have bound us 
ben n nad E 


— her 
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We holineſs | J Y G ob. . 


ys VE very natures, that they can never be wholly defaced, 


\ 


without the ruin of their beings; and therefore it is 


impoſſible that ſuch creatures ſhould be happy other - 
' wiſe, than by. complying with theſe: notions, -. and 


obeying the natural dictates and ſuggeſtions of their 


minds; which if they neglect, and go againſt, they 
will naturally feel remorſe and torment in their on 


_ ſpirits; their minds will be uneaſy and unquiet, and 


they will be inwardly grieved and diſpleaſed with 

themſelves for what they have done. So the apoſtle 

tells us, Rom. i. that even the moſt degenerate 
heathens had conſciences, which did accuſe or excuſe 


them, according as they obeyed, or did contrary to 
. the dictates of natural light. Gop therefore, who 


knows our frame, hath ſo adapted his law to us, 


_ which is the rule of holineſs, that if we live up to it, 


ture, without diſpleaſure and eluctancy; the conſe - 
: quence of which, in moral actions, is guilt ; which 
is nothing elſe but the trouble and diſquiet which 
ariſeth in one's mind, from conſciouſneſs of having 


we ſhall avoid the unſpeakable torment of a guilty 
conſcience z. whereas, if we do contrary to it, we 


ſhall always be at diſcord with our ſelves, and in 2 


perpetual diſquiet of mind: for nothing can do con- 
trary to the law of it's being, that is, to it's own na · 


done ſomething that contradicts the perfective prin- 
ciple of his being, that is, ſomething which did not 


become him, and which, being what he is, that is, 


a reaſonable creature, he ought not to 


e 


rer temper and diſpoſition that is neceſſary and 
eſſential to happineſs, and that is holineſs; which, 


as it is the perfection, ſo it is the great felicity of the 


"Op e an, N this is one | 


ks . chief 
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chief part of che miſery of thoſe wicked, 3 
ſpirits the devils, and of unholy men, that they are 
of a temper contrary. to Gop, they are envious, and 


malicious, and wicked; that is, of ſuch a temper 
as is naturally a torment and diſquiet to itſelf : and 
here the foundation of hell is laid in the evil diſpo-· : 


Gtipns of our: ſpirits z and till that be cured, 'w 


can only be done by holineſs, it is as impoſſible for .. 
a wicked man to be happy and contented in himſelf; . 


as it is for a ſick man to be at eaſe; and the external 
prefence of God, and local heaven, would ſignify no 
more to make a wicked man happy and contented, 


than heaps of gold, and concerts of muſick, and a 


velbſpread table, and a rich bed, would contribute 
to a man's eaſe in the paroxyſms of a fever, or in a 
violent fit of the ſtone. If a ſenſual, or covetous, or 


ambitious man were in heaven; he would be like 


& the rich man in hell, he would be tormented 


with a continual thirſt, and burnt up in the flames 


of his own ardent defires, and would not meet with 
the leaſt drop of ſuitable pleaſure and delight to 
quench and allay the heat: the reaſon is, becauſe 


ſuch a man hath that within him, which torment 


him, and he cannot be at eaſe till that be removed. 
Sin is the violent, and unnatural, and uneaſy ftate 
of our ſoul; every wicked man's ſpirit is out of or- 
der, and till the man be put into a right frame by 
holineſs, he will be perpetually diſquieted, and can 


have no reſt within Himſelf. The prophet fitly de- 


ſcribes the condition of fuch a perſon, Ifa. lvii. 20; 
21. Bur the wicked are like the troubled ſea, when 
it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt forth mire and 


dirt: There is- no peace, ſaith my Gop, to the 


_ © wicked;** So long as a man is unholy, ſo long as fil- 
ee abound in his heart, chey will be 
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reſtleſly working, like wine which is in aperpetual mo- 
tion and agitation, till it have purged itſelf of it's 


dregs and foulneſs. Nothing is more turbulent and 


: unquiet than the ſpirit of a wicked man; it is like 


the ſea, when it roars and rages through the ſtrength 


of contrary winds ; it is the ſcene of furious luſts, and 


wild pafſions, which as they are contrary to holineſ, 
ſo they maintain perpetual conteſts and ous among : 


Faamletves. 


All fin ſeparates us from Gam who is the Gown 


dation of our happineſs. Our limited nature, and 


the narrowneſs of our beings, will not permit us to 


be happy in our ſelves: it is peculiar to God to be 


his own happineſs ; but man, becauſe he is finite, 
and therefore cannot be ſelf-ſufficient, is carried forth 


by an innate deſire of happineſs, to ſeek his felicity | 


in Gop. So that there is in the nature of man a 
ſpring of reſtleſs mation, which, with great impa- 
tience, forceth him qut of himſelf, and toſſes him 
to and fro, till he comes to reſt in ſomething that is 


ſelf-ſufficient. Our ſouls, when they are ſeparated 


from Go, like the unclean ſpirit in the goſpel, when 


it was caſt out, wander up and down in dry 
sand defart places, ſeeking reſt, but finding none.“ 


aur ſouls to their, primitive and original ſtate, can 


Were the whole world calm about a man, and did 


it not make the leaſt attempt upon him, were he 


free from the fears of divine vengeance, yet he could 
not be ſatisfied with himſelf; there is ſomething with- 

in him that would not let him be at reſt, hut would 
tear him from his own foundation and conſiſtency ; 
fo that when we are once broken off from Gop, the 
ſenſe of inward want doth ſtimulate and force us to 
ſeek our contentment elſewhere. So that nothing 
but holineſs, which re-unites us to Gon, and reſtores 


, 
make 
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55 ads us 1 od give peace and feſt to our 
ſouls: and' this is the conſtant voice and language of 
ſcripture, and the tenor of the bible; Acquaint now 
« thy ſelf with him, and be at peace,” Job xxii. 21. 

« Light is ſown for the righteous, and gladneſs for 
“the upright in heart, Pſal. xcvii. 11. The 
cc work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; and the ef · 
cc fect of righteouſneſs, -quietnels and aſſurance for 8 
ce ever, Ia. xxxii. Wes: £ 
| Seeing then holineſs is ſo high a ba 2 1 . 
ſo great a happineſs, let theſe arguments prevail with 
us to aſpire after this temper, that as he who hath 

„ss called us is holy, ſo we may be holy i in all manner 

of converſation, becauſe 1 it is e be ye N | 
0 1 1 am holy.” F Shi f 
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7 57 Lon D is good to all, and bis render. mercies are: 
over all bis works. e 


HE ſubject which I have now RA to g E R k. 
treat of, is certainly one of the greateſt and cxLIII. 
nobleſt arguments in the world, the goodneſs of 

God; the higheſt and moſt.' glorious perfection of 

the beſt and moſt excellent of beings, than which no- 

thing deſerves more to be conſidered by us, nor 

ought in reaſon to _ us more. The goodneß of 

4: | Gon | 


j 
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SERM. Gov is the eauſe, and the continuance of our b 
<> the foundation of our hopes, IT 


happineſs ; our greateſt comfort, and our faireſt ex. 
bject of our love, and praiſe, and 


admiration, the joy and rejoicing of our hearts; and 
therefore the meditation and diſcourſe of it muſt ' 
needs be pleaſant and delightful to us: the great dif. 


Hiculty will be, to confine our ſelves upon ſo copious 
an argument, and to ſet bounds. to War which is of 
ſo vaſt an extent, the Logp is to all, and 

< his tender mercies are over all 133 14 
Which words are an argument, which the divine 
pfalmiſt uſeth, to ſtir up himſelf and others to the 
praiſe of Gop.: - at the 3d verſe, he tells us, that 


the Lon p is great, and greatly to be praiſed ;” 
and he gives the reaſon of this, verſe 8. and g. from : 


| thoſe properties and perfections of the divine natute, 


which declare his goodneſs, the Loxp is graci- 


<< ous, and full of compaſſion, flow to anger, and 


of great mercy: the Loxp is good to all, and his 
<< tender mercies are over all his works: where you 


have the goodneſs of Gop declared, together aith 
the amplitude and extent. of it, in. reſpect of the 
objects of it; the Loxp is good to all.“ 


In the handling of enen. 1 ſhall do 2. | 


four things: 


Firſt, conſider What i 1 the proper notion of gool- | 


neſs, as it is attributed to Go. 5 
Secondly, ſhew that this perfection belongs to Gop. 


Thirdly, conſider the effects and the extent of it. 


Foourthly, anſwer ſome objections which may 
nner 


of. Gov. e 


3 1 hat is der proper nin of G. 1 


40 | | ee 


chick ole eee e (a, 
ties of a thing: but this is a good word ill beſtow- | 
ed; er in this _ „„ been OM 


| And ur is a moral x 
that i 18 twofold : V 
1 . n 3 
and imperfection, which we call ſin and vice; and - 
Mer arent i apron 
wm ſenſe, his goodneſs. © But there is, 
Another notion of moral goodneſs, whickis 
more re particular and reſtrained; and then it denotes 
a particular virtue, in oppoſitio n to a particular vice: 
Wes is the proper mien, 5 
the word goodneſs; and the beſt deſcription I can; 
give of it is this ;-that it is a certain propenſion agd. 
diſpoſition of mind, whereby à perfon is inclined << ll 
to deſire and procure the happineſs of others; aeg 
it is beſt underſtood by it's. contrary, which is anen- 
vious diſpoſition,” a contracted and narrow iris 
which would confine happineſs to it itſelf, and grudg- 
eth that others ſhould partake of it, or ſhare in it 
or a malicious and miſchie vous temper, which de- 
| lights in the harms of others, and to procure -trous 
ble and miſchief to them. To communicate and lay 
out ourſelves for the good of others, is goodneſs y 
and ſo the apoſtle explains doing good, by commu- 
nicating to others, who are in miſery, or in want: 
Heb. xiii. 16. but to do good, and to communis 
© cate, forget not. The Jews made a diſtinction 
between a righteous and a good man: to whit the: 
apoſtle alludes, Rom. v. 7. ©* ſcarcely for a righte- 
* ous man will one die: yet peradventure for a 
. r even dare to die. The 
1 righteous. 
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SE RM. righteous man 2 did no wrong to others: I 


w the good man, he who was not only not injuriow 


to others, but kind and beneficial to them. So that 
goodneſs is a readineſs and diſpoſition to communi. 
_ cate the good and happineſs which we 9 800 and to 
be willing others ſhould partake of it. 
This is the notion of goodneſs among men; Oe 
it is the ſame in Gop, only with this difference 
that Gop is originally and tranſcendently good; bir 
the creatures are, the beſt of them, but imperfe&tly 
good, and by derivation from Gop, whois the foun- 
ain and original of goodneſs ; which is the mean. 
ing of our Saviour, Luke xviii. 19. when he ſays, 
there is none good ſave one, that is, Gop.“ But 
though the degrees of goodneſs in God, and the crea- 
tures, be infinitely unequal, and that goodneſs which 
is in us be ſo ſmall and inconſiderable that, compar. 
ed with the goodneſs of Gop, it does not deſerve 
that name; yet the eſſential notion of goodneſs in 
both muſt be the ſame ; elſe when the ſcripture 
| ſpeaks of the goodneſs of Gop, we could not know 
the meaning of it; and if we do not at all underſtand 
what it is for God! to be good, it is all one to us 
(for ought we know) wherher he be good or not; 
for he may be ſo, and we never the better for it, if 
we do not know what goodneſs in Gap 1 is, and wad 
ſequently when he is ſo, and when not. f 
Beſides that, the goodneſs of Gop is very fie 
quently i in fcripture propounded to our imitation; 
but it is impoſſible for us to imitate that, which we 
do not underſtand what it is: from whence it is cer- 
tain, that the goodneſs which we are to endeavour 
after, is the ſame that is in Gop; becauſe in this we 
are commanded to imitate the perfection of Gov, 
that is, . be is, 3 


f 


we, whole natures are im erf 


5 «4 
18 i propenfioi andGifpolition In-the divine'n 

to communicate being and happineſs to his cre wow E MN 
: Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to'ſhew, in er ol 


neſs belo 2221 ++ . | 


I. From Bins — of natural light. Sf 
II. From the eſlmony of e wore e es e 
velation. FE And, 5 EEE 85 Welt OY e 
III. From the] pertaclon of this divine! acht W 

„L rben the acknowledgments- of natural light. 


The. generality of the heathens agree in it, and there 
is hardly any perfection of Gop more uriverſally . 
knowledged by'them: I always e . 
the Epicureans, who attribute nothing but et „ 
a. Bafpineſs to the divine nature; and yet if? they. 
have conſidered it, happineſs without good 
noſe impoſſible. ' I do not find that they do expreſi 
ly deny this perfection to Gon; or that hey af, 
to him the contrary'; but they clearly take away. wal 
the evidence and arguments of the divine g 53 
for they ſuppoſed Gop to be an immortal and hapjiyl 33 
being, that enjoyed himſelf, and had no regard eg! * _ 
any thing without himſelf, that neither gave bends? © 
| Otherthings, nor concerned himſelf in the happineſor- | 
| miſery of any of them; ſo that their notion of wdei-" 
ty was, in truth, the proper notion of an idle being 
chat is called Gop, and neither does good nor evil. * 8 
But ſetting aſide this atheiſtical ſe&, the reſt ß 

the heathens did unanimouſly. affirm and believe hs 
goodneſs of Gop ; and this was the great foundati- . 8 
en of their religion 4 n 5 
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the world, it is moſt ti 
all things for himſel w ſtand 
if the goodneſs/'of his hature* did not move him 
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„ Gow bath ordained eve 
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a hatk fined one . to another, 
to ſin, the evil day to the evil d ers.” Ls 1 

(22): Nor gan nectMMcry and conſtraint ir "have * 
* in Gov. When tliere was no creature yet made, 
nothing} in being but Gov himſelf, there could 
nothing to compel him to make any thing, 
extott from him the effects of his bounty ; Reiche 
are the creatures neceſſary effects and einanarions rom. 
the being of Gop, flowing from the divine eſſe 


m the ſun: if lo; this, indeed, v 
an argument of the fulneſs of the divine nature, 
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is creatures. : A 

II. More eſpecially. the 7 ks of = to man, 

which we are more eſpecially concerned to ou no: 
8 tice of, and be affected with. 8 


hy The bel); extent; 0 1150 ; 


The firſt of theſe appears in theſe 3 F 


1. In his giving being to ſo many 9 0 
2. In making them all ſo very. good, ken 


and deſign of all of them. 
In his continual preſervation 5 Si. 5 
4. In his p provid 7 abundantly for the welf 
i happineſs. of all 25 ſo far as . are capa- 
dle and ſenſible of it; 


The firſt of cheſe T f ſpoke largely ; 1 proceed o 


he ma 


. the number and variery, the rank and order; 7 5 end - 
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2d place, That the univerſal EI of Gov TY 


in m 
conſidering the number a 


d variety, the rank and or- 


der, the end and deſign of all of them. His good- 


all theſe ereatures ſo very good, 


neſs excited and ſet a- Mork his power to make this 


world, and all the creatures in it; and that they might 
be made in the beſt manner that could be, his wiſ- 
dom directed his power, he hath made all things 7 
in number, weight, and meaſure; ſo that they 
ale admirably fitted and proportioned to one another ; 


and that there is an excellent contrivance in all ſorts 


of beings, and a wonderful 


y and harmony in 5 


the whole frame of things, is, I think, ſufficiently 


_ viſible to every diſcerning and upprejudiced mind. 
The loweſt form of creatures, I mean thoſe which 


are deſtitute of ſenſe, do all, of them contribute, 0 
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and delight of them, which being ſo palpable in the 
greateſt part of chem, may reaſonably be preſumedd, 
though it be not ſo diſcernable concerning all che 
reſt; ſo that hen we ſurvey the whole creation of 
God, and the ſeveral parts, We may well cry © 
with David, Pſal. civ. 24. 0 Lonp, Wa 
„fold are ee Ni n thou ; made 

« them all,” | VVV I 


oe cicatures yup notequally Aa 3 
them. Dane N 


pa Re are more 7 8 indes vb its * 
every creature partakes of the divine goodneſs. in a 
certain degree, and according. te dhe mee nd 
pacity of it. God, i if he-pl L11ech, na n. ; 
nothing but Amer Pigs and he cbul ha 
made as many of theſe as there are iche | 
tres of all ſores in the world: b et - 
the wiſe architect, to; maks rer | 
of beings, and to diſplay his power, 2 d 0 
and wiſdom, in all imaginable variety of eat 
all which ſhould be good in their kind, though fir 
ſhort of the perfection of angels and immortal ſpirits. 
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rank of it, and the end "ro Which it Was 
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ed and framed better, though we can cafily telt how 
in might have been worſe, and that if this or that bad 
dern wanting, or had been otherwiſe; it had not been 
io db comenaplation of fiature; S of the Works of 
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12 Fl. "lv, 15, 16. * The eyes of 


2 40 Te givech to the "beat tis food, and to the 


—— him for it; yet man, who is the prieſt 


multitude of creatures upon the erich! an 
ra aka peach Par An de ſeaſon; that - 

« re hens; inp eee FOE HH. line 
* and they are filled with gvod. And — | 


Lan upon 
in due ſeaſon; een f 

f ae 'of every living thing." The 
e creatures, which are. without ſenſe; and 
8 eee though they have ſenſe; 

are without underſtanding, and ſo can have no end 


and deſign of ſelf· preſervation, Gov preſerves them, 
uo leſs than men who are endowed with reaſon and 


provide for themſelves z - Þ Mal. xxxvi. 6. 
eft man and beaſt. And Pal, cxlvii. 


e young ravens Which cry.“ And ſo our 84- 
vicvn ares to us the particular providence -of 
God towards theſe creatures, Matt. vi. 26. Be- 
hold the fowls of the air: for they ſow not, nei- 
ther do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet 

your heavenly Father ferdeth them.“ Ver. 28, 25 
, Conſider the Iilies of che field how they grow 


wh hey toil not, neither de they ſpin : . : 


con ris g. vg mah ae re 
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2 * not arrayed like one of theſe.”? mo 44 Ph 28 11¹ e's: 
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if Gov: OS ved ene any 5 


EE 
6 to offer up ſacrifices of praiſe 
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| and th deten — his univerſal goodneſs 


to ble Gon in their be- 
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i rears and ure, au if Gap MARE 
| 4 any of them, and ſuffer then to. 4 


js 770 of f them 4. and therefore we ſhould { on their = 
the praiſes of GD; as we find Daz [Es 


appear, in . ſo abundantly for the welfare | 


taken care to ſatisfy the ſeveral appetites and inc 


ing as nature hath enlarged their defies and © Ic 
ties, ſo he enlargeth His bounty towards them; ; „h 


and that they might not be melancholy. and weary” 

of life, he hath ſo ordered the nature of ſiv ing erea- 
tures, that hunger and türk are moſt 1 7 57 N 
deſires, exceeding 8 P in 
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they are all, as it were, hi 


and uſe; bes 


periſh an 
V, it is we that ſhould find the-inconyeruend 


vid often d N 0 | 11 the Palms, calling upon the i inant- 


12 


make, ad the brote-creatures to praiſe rhe Loxd.. 7 
: 4, The univerſal ,oodneſs of Gop doth yet father 


= LY 


and happineſs - of all his creatures, ſo far as is they are” 
capable and ſenſible of it. He doth not only fup- 


port and. preſerve his creatures in being, but takes 
care that they ſhould. all enjoy | that u Ind. 


pleaſure which their natures are x 
creatures endowed: with ſenſe and reaſon, which 68 
ly are capable of pleaſure and happineſs, Gop hath 


tions which he hath planted i in them and a0 ccord- 


12 * 1 24 


G openeth his hand, and fatisfieth the deſire of every . 
0 - ving thing. God doth not immediately bring 
meat to the creatures when they are hingry 3. bye 
it is near t6 them, commonly 1 in the elements where- 
in they are bred, or within their reach, and he hath 
Falte inclinations i in chem to tune, after it, aud 
to lead and direct them any 

preſervation, and to 0 1 


Wes arid iriftigate them, to wy 
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=” - praiſes fe tie, - obey ori name: 0 alt SER KM” 
be creatures, which are Hubjected to his do- 


to encotirage ſelf⸗ FR 


and fender meſs which their r weal alk and Hel 


ee e natüral frame of all his ere 


ode to . Abd for Kale 
dung, and not able to provide - 
cn 12 hath planted in all creaturt 
157 89 affection 5 wards their Youhg ones 
1 if y put them Upon ſeeking Fo 
NS 14 "iy and Genin them, with that cue 


Ii; 4 


and. Reta in "hankind & 6 8 e, e 
| 0 inffint 3 is in 1 creatures ; 3 Which ſhews 
care Go op hath taken, and what proviſion he 


9 
2 


ion of the inclinations | and ppetites 
1 5 he hath planted 1 in them; the ſatisfaction 
n r pleafure and hap pineſs, And thus! 


Y . done with the firſt head I propoſed, the uni 


extent of God's goodneſs to his creatures: E. 


. Us now pr ceed, in the 


Id 1 place, to conſider more particularly the göbd- 


| ds Go to men; which we are more eſpec cally 


to take notice of, and to be a feed wit 


1 And we need go no farther than our own obſer- | 
: vation and experience, to prove the goodneſs of 


Bob; z every day of our lives © we ſee and taſte that 
che Lon d is good ;** all chat we are, and all the 
good that * we enjoy, and all that we expect and hope 


3 95 is from the divine goodneſs : ** f 4 4 


i 0 douds above, and 1 in the 11 


| applied to his goodneſs ; the g 


be perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 


Ky the father of lights,” Jam. i. 17. And the beft and 


moſt perfect of his gifts he beſtows on the ſons of men. 
"What is ſaid of the wiſdom of Gov, Prov. viii. may be. 
od: eſs of God Tikes 
tion, in the heavens 
. 'of the at 


3 | © Ps 


Forth in all the works of the cr 
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ef 1 of Go op. 


11 ns ond wa he el but, “ irs 
the ſons of men. 8 is che 50. 


joan appears n 4 dd N 
Ws W xcellen 
beings, and placed us in ſo high a rank and order r 
his creatures. We owe to him that we are, and 
what we are; we do not only partake . of thar'effet 
of his | 500 ils which is common to us with all * 
creatures, t that we have received our being from hifi 
hut v pet uliarly obliged to him for his more's- 
ſpecial goodneſs, chat he hath made us bee 
Ae of that kind which we ſhould ha bell 
en to have been of, if we could ſuj fe that, re 
we were, it had been referred t to N to Gr 
choice, what part we would be of this viſible world. 
But we did not contrive and chuſe 1. 'conditfon, for 
our ſelyes, we are no ways acceſſary to the dignity 
and excellency of gur beings : bur 605 choſe this 5 
condition for us, and made us What we are; 0 that i 
Lee Aulng David, Pal. 125 3, 4, 5. «Je is h. ne 
“that hath made us, and not we our ſelves.” 0 
« ny into his gates with thankſgiying, and ito 
1 e with praiſe; be a vs kim, 
and ſpeak 5 for che Loxd „n 
« « good. 1 7 "The goodneſs « of Gop 1 is the 7 and 
fountain of our beings ; but for that, we 14 
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and enjoyment of himſelf, . He hath curiouſly and 
wonderfully wroyght the frame of our bodies, ſo a 
0 make them fit habitations for reaſonable ſouls, and 
immortal ſpirits; he hath made our very bodies veſ- 
ſels of honour, when of the very ſame clay he hath 
made innumerable other creatures of a much lower 
rank and condition: ſo that though man, in reſpect 
of his body, be akin to the earth, yet, in regard of 
his ſoul, he is allied to heaven, of a divine original, 
and deſcended from above. Of all the creatures in 
this viſible world, man is the chief; and what is fad 
of behemoth, or the elephant, Job xlii. in reſpect 
of his great ſtrength, and the vaſt bigneſs of his bo- 
dy, is only true abſolutely of man, that he is, divini 
opiſicii capu:; the chief of the ways of Gobp, and | 
140 upon earth there 1 is none like him. | 
The Pſalmiſt takes particular notice of the good- 


| nels of Gop to man, in this reſpect of the excellency 


| and dignity of his being; Pfal. vili. 9g. Thou 


- **. haſt made. him little lower than the angels, and 


© haſt crowned him with glory and honour.” And 


this advantage of our nature above other creatures, 


we ought thankfully to acknowledge; though moſt 


men are ſo ſtupid as to overlook it ; as Elihu com- 


plains, Job xv. 10, 11. © None faith, where is 
Go my maker, who teacheth us more than the 


- beaſts of the earth, and makerh us wiſer chan the | 


KW  fowls of heaven? 

2. The goodneſs of Goo to man N in that 
* hath made and ordained ſo many things chiefly for 
Hur uſe. The beauty and uſefulneſs' of the creatures 
below ys, their plain ſubſerviency to our neceſſity, 


80d * and delight, are ſo many clear eviden- ; 
Ces. 


ts our real, but even mos] to our 4 ſo that & — 


. n 


_* fiſh of the ſea, and whatſoever paſſeth 


light of our ſenſes, and the exerciſe and employment 


we may? te ſee and taſte that the Loxp is gracious? “ 
This David particularly inſiſts upon as a ſpecial = 
d. of praiſe and thankſgiving to Gop, that he 
hath ſubjected ſo great a part of the creation to ur 
dominion and uſe; Pfal. viii. 6, 7, 8. ſpeaking of 
man, ** thou haſt made him to have dominion over 


the works of thy hands; thou haſt put all things 


e under his feet: all ſheep and oxen, yea, and the 
te beaſts of the field: the fowl of the air, and the 


paths of the ſeas. What an innumerable variety 


of creatures are there in this inferior world, which 4 8 
were either ſolely or principally made for the uſe and 


ſeryice, pleaſure and delight of man How many 


things are there, which ſerve for the neceſſity and . \ 
ſupport, for the contentment and comfort of dF t 
lives! How many things for the refreſhment and de- 8 


of our underſtandings! That Gop hath not made 


man for the ſervice of other creatures, but other « crea- 


tures for the ſervice of man, Epictetus doth very in- 
geniouſly argue from this obſervation; that the crea- 
tures below man, the brute beaſts, have all things in 
a readineſs, nature having provided for them meat, 
and drink, and lodging; ſo that they have no ab- 
ſolute need that any ſhould build houſes, or fake 
clothes, or ſtore up proviſion, or prepare and dreſs _ 


meat for them: for, ſays he, es being made for the | 2 5 


„ ſervice of another, they ought to be furn 
4 with theſe things, that they may be always in a 
<< readineſs to Terve-their lord and maſter; a plain. 


evidence that they were 5 to ſerve N Lag 
* not man do ſerwe them. e 
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* ſee that the Lonp is 


S gehahtgt wining fn 
hath be appointed the creatures above us for our 


guard and . 
Pfal. iv. 7. The angel of the Lon p encampeth 


round about them that fear him, and dehver- 
ech chem 3 and chen je follows, . O taſte and 
1” and Pal." ci. 11, 
ze, ** He ſhall give his angels charge oyer thee, to 

e they ſhall hear thee up 
<* in their hands.” Nay, the apoſtle {peaks as if 


their whole buſineſs and employment were to attend 
upon, and be ſerviceable to, gogd men; Heb. i. 


44. 4* Are they not all miniftring ſpirits, ſent forth 


* to-miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation?” 
. The goodneſs of Gop to men appears; in his 
tender — and peculiar· care of us apoye the reſt of 


be creatures, being made wo ww and ende 


for oxen, and ſhall heg | winch, more extend. 


naxious : I do not menn an abſoluje-cxemption F roar . 
all-forts and degrees of evil, and 2 perpetual. te. 
nure of temporal happineſs, and enjoyment of all 


good things ; this is not ſuitable to. our preſent ſtate, 


and the rank and order which we are in among the 
 . Ervatures z nor would it be beſt for us, all things 


conſidered. But the of Gap: to us above 


other creatures, is proportionable to. the dignity. and 
_ excellency. of our natures, above [thei 


5 for, 48. the | 
earn Cop take care 


apoſtle reaſons in another cafe, * 


1 his care to man? To.chis paypoſe.qur Savzoyr.res 


85 a cb ee Na peer xavenly Jerk 
„them 3 ate Nn 
ver. 30. © Wherefore Gop ſo elothe the-graſs 2 
the field, which to day is, and to mortow in duft in- 
te to the oven, ſhall ke net mech more elethe you 7 
arid chip. X. 29, 30 3. * Ate not tw] “5— | 
fold for ia farthing ? and Une. chem all ao 
« on the grotind without eur father. But the very 
« hairs of yotir head are all nubred. Fear e not 
« therefore, ye dte of more. valoe that many ſpur- 
13 rows. 9 It is true, G | at $4 ſpecial ere ef this 7 
people hd ſervafits, above the reſt of f mand: | 
bet our Saviour uſeth theſe arguments 8 
 ciples, to conivince*them Bf ede P dang 
ane than other e e Fa 4415 Le 2677 
And eee ee e 3 | 
_fiitite and . — than Wren gt asifie-wets - 


eke e dy che "ame of — | 
effects of care the greateſt and tendereſt affection is 
men is apt to produce towards one another, that, 
Aid nuch thore, is the effect of Gop's good 70 
us: and this affecion of Gop is common to alł men, 
(chough. of all creatures, we haue leaſt deſeryed it) 
and * EAC to diffuſe and ſhed abroad icfelf; where- 


re eee ee 
imd do nt bbfttuct and op che emanatzons of it. 
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many good W from . ſuch is the TOY [ 
ding the evil and undutiful- | 
aſed ſtill to concern him- 


neſs of God, notwithſt 
neſs of men, that he is p 


ſelf in the government of, the world, and to preſerve 
the ſocieties of men from running into utter confuli- 
on (ond diſorder ; notwithſtanding the violence, and 


| * of men ſubſiſt upon tolerable terms; and not- 
| andin the rage, and craft of evil men, poor 
15 ba a e innocence and virtue is uſually protec - 
d. ſometimes, rewarded in this world, and 
domincering and outragious wickedneſs is very often 
7 checked and chaſtiſed. All Which in- 


5 mee, Gow? 's providence, as they? are greatly for 


ities of men's wills and paſſions, the commu- 


the advantage and comfort of mankind, ſo are they 
an effectual declaration of that goodneſs which go- 


verns all things, and of Gop's kind care of the af. 


fairs and concernments of men; ſo that if we look 


e there is a Gop that judgeth the a re eier mi 


2 Rk this. ADDER He been pe ven 
ary t if goodneſ 


enſed; 2 mani ed not be. Ae tuf- 


e 


Fre tao akon. - 
os if rightly: | TYP n effect o 
Gov? S. clan, and infinite atience to mar pkind, 
that e cauſeth his ſun to riſe, and his rain to fall 

upon the juſt and unjuſt ;* fk upon he provo- L 
cations of tnen, he does; not give over. hi care f 
them, and throw all * into 1 80 by. ruin: 


no farther than this world, we may ſay with David, 
_ ©®: Verily: there is a reward for the e FAD 


and evil e 3 be 12 carcleſly and. fn en 


* 


greater e * jerefore © he fu 
to walk in their own. wa $,” without a 
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goodneſs en — 06 ebay: it is an ar- 5 5 
gument of Gop's immenſe” good 3, and infinite 
patience, that the world ſubſiſts and continues, and 
that he a arent men to ny their courſe, forthe ful- | 


ments "of another life. Le, 1 he; gs . 25 


kind maſs pms 8 in hol 8 ke 5 
| hath made for our eternal happineſs. What the be | 
pineſs of man ſhould have been, had he contin Tf 


- 


in innocency, 1s not particula ly rev 
+ this is certain, that by wilful tranſgre have 
forfeited all that happineſs which our natures are ca- A, 
pable of. In this lapſed and ruinous condition ov 
mankind, good and mercy of Gop was pleaſ- . 
ed to employ is wiſdom for our recovery, and tod 
reſtore us not only to a new but a greater capacity . 

of glory and happineſs. And in order to this, the 
ſon of Gop aſſumes our autre for'the recovery ad | 
redemption of man; and the pardon of uf. NP 
ed for us by his blood; eternal life, at the way 3 
it, are clearly diſcovered to us. Gop is pleaſed to 
enter into a new and better covenant with us, and to 
afford us inward grace and aſſiſtance, to enable us to = 
perform the conditions of it; and graciouſly to ac- 
cept of our faith and repentance, of our ſincere reſo- 
LO and: e WA holineſs aac obedience, X 15 


) who © fulfilled all r 
wal wn e is the great and amazing ; goodneſs of Gov 
mankind, that when we were in open rebellion 
See he ſhould entertain thoughts of peace 
and reconciliation; and when he paſſed by the fallen 
r 
| r., And“ herein is 
ft 5 * the love of Gop to men ed,“ that as he 
hath made all creature: 
= | wh ubletene and ft gr de 0 gur ſubliſtence 
= and preſervation ; ſo, for the ranſom. of our ſoub | 
com eternal ruin and miſery, ** he hath not ſpared | 
= 0 e ee bur hath given him up to death for 
7 | AR * him, whom he hath commande 
„ angels of Gov to workhip,” and - to. whom he 
1 b ibject all creatures in heaven and earth; 

| 4s 4 who made the world,” ad-, who uphalds 
5 + all things by the word of his power, who is the 
7 1 F neee, 


& his oh | 

* And after ich a | inſtar as this what 
_ 5 FFP 
= eren. viii.. 32. He that ſpar- 
* edd not his own ſon, but delivered him up for us 


5 . all, how ſhall he not eee _— 
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4. In that he hath provided for us eternal life „ 


f 5 therefore ir will re- 5 
quire great conſideration and care, to givea clear and 


r cooks 
derable and obvious, and do almoſt of themſelves 
I rt eee and 8 _ 


= - — be” Fab If Goo 3 cceeding good, whence comes 
"How that there is ſo fin in vin MS bo ot 
ew Kinds, evitet. imperfection,” evil of affliction 

* nc indeed the cauſe of them) evil of in? 

5 "Secondly, the doctrine of abſolute repi 
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_ conſidera re 5 fault: f is 
Yb notoriouſly to contradict, not only the notion 
df infinite goodneſs, but a any e meaſure and 
| gre of goodneſa. | i 
_; Thirdly, the cxermal miſery. and. ms: & 
men for temporal faults, ſeems hard to be aden 
N 2 excels. of neſs wh 2 ſuppoſe. 

hy  Fourthly,' 3 ſeverity 
muankind, upon occaſion, in thoſe great me 

Which, by the providence of Gop,. hath, in ſeveral a- 
Ses, either befallen mankind in general, or particular 
nations; and here I ſhall confine myſelf to ſcripture 
Inſtances, as being the moſt certain and remarkable, 

ae eee, wich in 
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| »bje on, which. I told. yous more g. 
amd; inches. if Gop.be ſo 
then comes it to paſs that 
world, of ſeveral Kinds? It is evident bey 0 
that evil abounds in the world. $6 The whole 
ies in evil, 6 76 Toys u, ies in the k- 
« eng ſis renders. it) is inge 


2 


Gems. to 1 8 d che Alg « We know, n he 5 2 
« that. we are. of Gop, and the whole. world, 
TW wonpq v, is ſubject to the evil on 
under his power and dominion. | 
we render it, 5 


f ſignifies * that 0 Al : 


a good Gon < Out. of the ſame mouth 


4. phi ug py "ij James ſpeaks in another caſe. | 
But all evils that are in the world, muſt either be di- 


* one kind or . 
ther reigns in the world. Now, can evil come from 


e bleflingand curſing. Doth a fountain ſend. 4 
: « at the ſame place ſweet water and bitter? This 
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f fays, — price — 0 
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ng, 
* becauſe the oppoſite princi- 
goodneſs, \ being iſo infirately wiſe and 


cit hr ſhould be this vari in the cons ad 


— — uſes and purpoſes, e | 


ſubſervient to one another, ere eme all contri- 


buy to — nr 1 ol the whole. 
n involve in the 


om 


very nature and condition of a crea 
pends x pen it, and i beholden'o ir, and is ein 
eee — 


bee — 
the a cal nature 


I ok, ay temp ů — 
3s; harm and miſchief whereof we ar. ſufficiently aem- | 


Ste, ihe a a of te; and} cl wich w 
_ that vaſt wilderneſs of the ſea,” if we conſider things 


| well, are of great uſe to ſeveral very conſiderable pur- 

| poſes ; or if we can. diſcern no other uſe of them, 
theyiferve at leaſt to help our dulneſs, and to make 

= u more attentively to conſider, and to admire the 

n and- uſefulneſs of the reſt; at the worſt, 


— for doide00 ſer. off the wife order and 
dontrivance of other things, and (as one expreſſeth 
it very well) they may be like a blackmoor's head in 
picture, e Sue. e, nee to dogs 
nee | | 


theſe either betel 


thoſe ſufferings — upon 1 are 

3 the greateſt they meet withal are from 
men, — account, for whoſe: ſake theß 
were chiefly made, and e reaſonable uſe nd 

5 ent b | rom: che very mi; theſe, — 
tures; that they ſhould'be paſſive, and liable to pain; 
n the wif⸗ 


fe; and that they have fach a pleaſure and 


ſtanding the niſeries they endure, are till fond 0 
life, and unwilling te o part with it: no creature bm 
man (who only dy perverted his nature) ever. .ferks 
the deſtruction of itſelf; and ſince all brute creatures, 
are ſo. loth to go out of being, we may probably. 
conclude, that if they could deliberate whether they 
would be, or not; they, would chaſe to come T come nay 
being, &v even upon. "Theſe hard conditions. Are Ft 
But ere that be, this \ we are ſure of, has 
they ſuffer chiefly; from us, and upon our : 
we, who ate tfieir natural lords, having deprs ed 
our ſelves firſt, are become cruel. and 0 
them ; hay, the {cri 
for our fakes, and that the whole creation g 
A eth, and is in bondage” | for the fin of man. * 
this is not unreaſonable, that being! made principally 
for man, they ſhould ſuffer upon his bedr a 
part of his goods and eſtate ; not as a poniſhinehe 69 
them om ch, under the notion of puniſhment, 
is the 100 and owner of them, they being by thi 
means become more weak and frail, and leſs ule i 
arid ſerviceable to him for whom. they were | 
ſo that the ſufferir ngs. of the creatures below us 


in a great 1 


4 


12 


5 — 


whoſe dominion Gop. hath put them. $9755 x 7. 
adh, As ber the afflictions N Tufls ring N . 


neſs in life, is evident, in that all creatures, 5 


ure tells us, that they ſu f ter 


able of) bur as a puniſhment to. him = . 


RR 


us, but we v bY L why pe pull them dowr 
ita Per doth not 715 a 
. * 15 he V Wang 


neither hath le UL th 

hy ing; 3 but men 41 detto od n upon A Er 
Wich the works of their own hands. All the . 
* that are in the world, are either the effects & | 
our own ſin, as poverty, and diſgrace, pains, diſea- 
les, and death, which are ſometimes more imme 
ately inflicted upon men by a viſible providence anc 
hand of Gop, but are uſually brought upon us by 
Gur ſelves, in the natural courſe and order of "things ; 
or they are the effects of other men's fins, brou ht 
upon us by the ambition and coyetouſneſs, by tl e 
Malice and cruelty of others: and thele evils, choigh 
they are procured and cauſed by others, yet they ae 
deſerved by ourſelyes ; and though they are immedi- 
ate Bom the Band of men, yet we ought to loo = 
Farther, and conſider them as directed and 1 
t the providence of Gop ; as David did when Shi 

mei curſed him: * Gor (faith he) hath bid him 
« curſe David,” though it immediately Pede 


ol 


kom Shimei's infolence and ill-nature, 
Nor upon the uppoſition of fin, the evils. of af 
; fidtion and ſafferiny are good, becauſe the) ate 


eat * to * and a to very © 
eben punk er . Wilt 
b 1 05 that i is, it is fit and pro- = 
| 5 cvii. 17. 2 Fock, becauſe 
0 becaiiſe of t Fi 
ties, are TH And it is fit they ſhould b 
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6 for 1 of fools, faith Solomon; F. and age A 
R « Gop hath made every thing for that which, =, — 
« is fit far it, and the evil day for tha wicked man. 
Adly, As they are the preventions and remedies of | 
| eater evils. E Evils of afflition and ſuffering are good 8 
pa | xd men, to bring them to a ſenſe” of their . 
and to reclaim them from it, and thereby to pre- 
vent greater tempo "ral evils, and preſerve them from 
eternal miſery; 06 not only good to the * 
that ſuffers, but likewiſe to others, to deter and af- 
fright them from the like fins ; to prevent the conta- 
gion of ſin, and to ſtop the progreſs of 1 iniquity, p. 
on which greater gulk and worſe miſchiefs might _ 
2 enſue ; and they are good to good men, to awaken 8 

and rouze K ky out of their ſecurity, to make them 
know Gop and themſelves better; they are almoſt 2 
neceſſary diſcipline for the beſt of men, much more 
for evil and depraved diſpoſitions ; and we might 33 - 
reaſonably expect that Toe ſhould be no rod in a 
ſchool, as that there ſhould be no ſuffering and aß. 
flictions in the World. EH 

_ 3dly,, As they are the occal ons and matter . = 
many virtues, Gop teacheth men temperance B 
want, and patience by reproach and ſufferings, cha- 
rity by perſecution, and pity and compaſſion to o- 
chers by grievous pains upon our ſelves, The ks - 
fit of afflitions, to them that make a wiſe uſe of 
- Fj | | ble; J "the are grievous in tbem- 
felves,. « nevertheleſs. ( ; ach the apoſtle to the He- 
f brews), they bring forth the peaceable fruits of 
| * righteonſyeſs, to them that are © cab there- : 
« . David gives a great teſtimony of the 
n efit and ROE of them, fo his own 
Pal. cxix, 76. ** Before 1.was ao 


. And ver. 71 « ſkis Fit me that I Lhave Yen 
— 4 afflicted, that I might learn thy ftarutes.” 
| Athly, The evils. of ſuffering, nh ſubmitted 
ta, and decently. borne, do greatly contribute to the 
increaſe of our happineſs. All the perſecutions and 
ſufferings of good men in this life, do work for ug 
* a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
5 4 ry.” Andif they contribute to our greater good 
' and happineſs at laſt, they a are good. The glorious 
reward of the ſufferings which we have met with in 
= this life, will in the next clear up the goodneſs and 
—_ :; juſtice of the divine providence | from all thoſe miſts 
-<z 7 and clouds which are now upon it, and fully acquit 
it from thoſe objections which are now raiſed againſt 
it, upon account of the afflictions and ſufferings of 
good men in this life, which % are not worthy to 
© "Ys compared with the ory which ſhall be reveal- 
e ed in them.” l 
III. As for the evil of fin, lick is the great dif 
ficulty of all. How js it conſiſtent with the Ng / 
neſs of Gop, to permit ſo great an evil as this ta 
come. into the world? For anſwer to this, I youy 
ay two things may be conſidered : 
1. That it doth not at all oontradict the miſo 
or goodneſs of Gop, to make a creature of ſuch a 
55 frame, as tobe capable of having i it's obedience tried, 
5 ' in order to the reward of it; which could not be, 
. unleſs ſuch a creature were made mutable, and, by 
. the good or þad uſe of it's liberty, capable of obey- 
ing or diſobeying the laws of his creator : for where 
there is no poſſibility of ſinning, there can be no tri- 
al of our virtue and obedience ; and nothing but 
virtue and obedience are capable of reward. "The 
_ goodneſs of Gop towards us is ſufficiently vindicated, 


in that he mae us capable 9 * 


7 [ 
1 
* 


e tat hee ot, 2 1 hi pm * 
15 to 75 our fin; for this had been: her "= 
toe to rye mrs bad ale 0 ut Bak a 
choice. It is ſuffigient t ar'Gop made man good af 1 
firſt, though mutable, and that he had a power to 
have continued ſo, though he wilfully dete d 
h himſelf to evil: this acquits the 1 of Go 5 
that be made man upright, but be found our”? 8 
to himſelf © many 1 inventions. „„ r Bat; 5 
2. If there had not been ſuch an order and ra * 
ol creatures as had been in their nature nie 
5 there had been no place for the nanife op pris Z 
goodneſs | in a way of mercy. and } 


yet, in ciſe wee en eg. 
dience, the goodneſs of God hath a fair opportu 5 


7 
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| ty of diſcovering itſelf, in his patience and long f. 
fering to ſinners, and in his merciful mene ond 
viſion for their recovery out of that miſerable ſtate: 
And this may ſuffice for anſirer to the firſt objeftion, 
if Gop be ſo good, whence then comes evil 
Ĩhe ſecond objection againſt the goodneſs of Gov, 
is from the doctrine of abſolute reprobation: by 
which I mean the decreeing che greateſt part of man- 
kind to eternal miſery” "torment, without any 
_ conſideration or reſpect ect lite ſin and fault. This 
ſeems not only notoriouſiy to contradict the notion 
of infinite goodneſs, but to be — inconſiſtent 
with theTealt meaſure and Fs zree of g. . In- 


— erred being thee a fo to fal- 
2700 neither of theſe nations Icpr tion is any | 
ways, ecken wich the, goodneſs of Gon; for | 
he may foreſee dhe wickednels of men, M0 dove: 
mine e it. ee achment of his | 


Ro RY. EO TT 
moos Ms ae a] i any fall ſhort. of 
their oun wiltul fault and obſting- 
| | cruel to themſelves, but 
1 F to them. 
Fr if by. reroba ion be meant, either that Gon 
* 3 Without, reſpect ro: the ſins of men, 
their abſalute ruin and miſery ;, or that he hath de- 
creed that they. ſhall inevitably. fin and periſh ; it 
cannot be denicd, but that ſuch a reprobation as this 
daoth clearly overthrow all poſſible notion of good - 
| ML have, EA inthe e 
2 ne Dane to. commu ; 


be ha 3 man, = 
ablalucely reſaby * Gliaberix apd * 2 


| of the goodneſs of Gop ; but it is not an eaſy: 
= EBAY, af 


cafe,” 

quali e Kis gbd nuf: 
© be good, and every 
of abſolute Feprst oh 


| Had this d6c 


nber let the ſchools f the'groateſt"-dhviney her cilled 
tc ks being, is the e dert eee. 


we fippoſe to be in Gov. wh 


dre, without the foreGaht 4 pF \Nideratiot) 
any fault t6 be Comtnitted by. Rem We nuf nath Bay 
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i ben aud lere or wy be wean by che 
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id juſt; "his Wesfeitzeity i f | 
rey te cheſs perſe Rong. z * Der och 5 


. cee 0 aer ufihiöy Hand gel 
the oy Mig of hoitt oughr to gyn y 
the drier ? What St, Paul deteriahzes im aint 

, Concerring the ruth ad elir / of Gong i 
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| Abart, | Tho klbdine ; 


the holy ſcriptures, 12 ever You find; and theres 

che rule of ür flit. If ſome" gr? dee 5 
ine, Hot in oppolfiori3orhe gaodwels 
of Gov, But Hôping they night be k | 
ther, let then{"d6 it if ey ea but if they wanne 
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The goodneſi of Goi ö 
/ anſwered, in a diſcourſe 


a ZN I” 46, and therefore ſhall 


to the 4 1 be 
Fourth and laſt objettion aint the goodneſs of 
no gh eee inſtances of Gop's ſeverity _ 
nankind, in thoſe great calamities which, by. th 
- providence boli Gow! have. in ſeveral ages either de. 
— fallen:mankind:in general, or particular nations... 
und here I ſhall confine my ſelf to {cripture i in 
Hanses, as being moſt known, and moſt certain and re- 
or at leaſt equally remarkable with any 


\avetobe.merwithinanyocher hiſtory; ſuch are the ear- 


_ "Yong univerſal degenerac of all mankind, by che ſin 
tranſgrefſion of our firſt parents; the deſtruction of 
the world by a general deluge 5 the ſudden and ter- 


? - and. the 
Ge, beer them, by fire and brimſtone from hea· 

venz the cruel extirpation. of the Canaanites by the 
rere laſtiy, the great 
calamities which hefel the Jewiſh. nation, eſpecially, 
the final ruin and diſperſion. of them at the d 
zom of enen Theſe,” and the like inſtances * 
{ | from. i: call in queſtion. Tn 80 


"-Agintchel veround dreadfulintiances of Gong 
* it might be a ſufficient vindication of his 
- goodneſs to ſay in general, that they were all upon 
— un high provocations; and moſt of them, af- 
de n forbearance, and with a great 

| a declared readineſs in Goo 


„% Ä ͤ —0Oö has a re de Ie ie adit at x a a 


en yet if we conſider it well, we may plainly. 


diſcern. much of goodneſs in it; it was upon great 
provocation, by the univerſal corruption and depra- 


lies Ricks. i , bg 


—_ my we 7 


The . of Gon. 


1 la for the maren of our firſt parents, and 8 E R RM. 
the diſmal conſequences of it to all their poſterity: « On 


mn 1 z 
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EL 


This is a great depth, and though the ſeriprure * 


mentions it, yet it ſpeaks but little of it; and in 
matters of mere revelation, we muſt not attempt. 


to be wiſe above what is written.” Thus much 
is plain, that it was an act of high and wilful diſo- 


bedience to a very plain and eaſy command; and 


that, in the puniſhment of it, Gop mitigated the ex- 


tremity of the ſentence (which was preſent death) by | 


granting our firſt parents the reprieve of almoſt a 
thouſand years: and as to the, conſequences of it to 


their poſterity, Gop did not, upon this prov 


| abandon his care of mankind; and though he re- 


moved them out of that happy ſtate and place in 5 


which man was created, yet he gave them a tolera- 
ble condition and accommodations upon earth: wag 


which is certainly the moſt glorious inſtance . of di- 


vine goodneſs that ever was, he was pleaſed to make 
the fall and miſery of man, the happy occaſion of 
ſending his ſon in our nature, for the recovery and 
advancement of it to a much happier and better con- 
dition than that from which we fell. So the apoſtle 
tells us at large, Rom. v. that che "4 
by Jssus CayrsT,. hath redounded much more to 
our benefit and advantage, than ho fin and er 


dience of our firſt parents did to our prejudice. 


2. For the general deluge, though it look very. 


vation of mankind: ** The earth was filled with vio- 


e lence, and all fleſh had corrupted it's ways; the 
2 


wickedneſs of ! was great upon, the ee and 


ce. of Gov, 
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t only evil continually ;. which is not a 


of original fin, but of the aQual and improved 
wickedneſs of mankind: and yet when the wicked · 


neſs of men was come to this height, Gop gave 


them fair warning, before he brought this calamity 
upon them, ** when the patience of Gop waited in 
the days of Noah, for the ſpace of an hundred 
ee and twenty years; at laſt, when nothing would 


| reclaim them, and almoſt the whole race of mankind | 


were become ſo very bad, that it is ſaid, it repent- 
* ed the Loxp that he had made man upon the 


earth, and it grieved him at his heart; when 


things were thus extremely bad, and like to continue 


fo, Gop, in pity to mankind, and to put a ſtop to - 


their growing wickedneſs and guilt, ſwept them 


away all at once from the face of the earth, except 


one family, which he had preſerved from this con- 


2 to be a new ſeminary of mankind, and, as 


; natural luſts they had pr 
geance, And it is very re 


the heathen poet expreſſeth it, mundi melioris origo, 


the ſource and original of a better race. 


g. For that terrible aeftruGtion of Sodom and Go: 


| ae by fire and brimſtone from heaven, it was 
not brought upon them till © the cry of their ſin was 


“great, and gone up to 8 till by their un- 
pvoked i pant} vat 
ble, to what low 


terms Gop was pleaſed — to Abraham 


or the ſparing of them; if in thoſe five cities there 
had been found but ten righteous 


perſons, he 
t ould not have deſtroyed them for thoſe ten's fake. 


So that we may fay with the apoſtle, » Dee 


$6, Lee 3 l Jer 


x Pp For the the 
commun 0 Goo, which uk fick an ap 
_ pmee 


„ 


that Gop could uſe; for all which provocations, he 
at laſt delivered them into their enemies hands, to 
carry them away captive : not to inſiſt upon this, I 
ſhall only confider their final deſtruction by the Ro- 
| mans, which though it be dreadfully ſevere, beyond 


 portionable ; for this vengeance did not come upon 


4 OT "OP OOO 6" OS. > OS TT OS 1 OS ne tee 
ah \ a 
4 


e Was not eXecuted: 


were grown ripe for it. udp Cn hem, ill-they << | — | 
four hundred years, for ſo long their growing impie - 


ty is taken notice of, Gen. xviii. 28. where it is ſaid, - 


That *the iniquity ofthe Amorites was not yet full:!* Do. 
| Gop did nat procecd tp cut den off, till their caſe | © 


ite, paſt all hopes of recovery, till “ the 


. « land Was en eee and _ 


charged with wickedneſs, to that 


F Ü— as-:ho-enprelie ddl, 


Levit. xviü. 28. When they were arrived to this 
pitch, it was no mercy to them to ſpare them am 


longer, to heap up more guilt and miſery to themſelves. 


Fifthly and laſtly, as for the great calamities which 


Gov brought upon the Jews, eſpecially in their final 
ruin and diſperſion at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem; 
not to infiſt upon the known hiſtory of their multi- 


plied rebellions and provocations, of their deſpite- 
ful uſage of Gop's prophets, whom he ſent to warn, 


them of his judgments, and to call them to repens _ 
nate refuſal to receive correction, 


tance; of their ob 
and to be brought to amendment, by any means 


dle of hiſtory, yet the provocation was pro- 


them, till they had, as it were, extorted it, by the 


— — OO 5 
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SER M all they had deſpiſe the 1ofrin 
don, delivered to them by the ſon 3 


of Gov: 


r by the cleareſt and greateſt mi- 
racles; and by wicked hands had crucified and ſlain 
the ſon of God, and the Saviour of the world. Nay, 


eren after this greateſt of ſins that ever was commit 
ted, Gop waited for their repentance forty years, to 


ſee if in that time they would be brought to a ſenſe 


of their ſins, and to know the things which be- 


©. longed to their peace. And no wonder if, after 


ſuch provocations, and fo much patience, and ſo ob- 
ſtinate an impenitency, the goodneſs of Gop at laſt 
gave way to his juſtice, and © wrath came — 
| + them to the utmoſt.“ : 


So that all theſe inſtances, eee are 
rather commendations of the divine goodneſs, than 


juſt and reaſonable objections againſt it; and not- 


withſtanding the ſeverity of them, it is evident that 


|  Gop is good, from the primary inclinations of his 


nature; and ſevere only upon neceſſity, and in cafe 
of juſt provocation. And to be otherwiſe, not to 


puniſh inſolent impiety and incorrigible wickedneſs 
in a ſevere and remarkable manner, would not be 


goodneſs, but a fond indulgence; not patience, but 


15 ſtupidity ; not mercy to mankind, but cruelty : be- 
cauſe it would be an encouragement to them to do 


more miſchief, and to wing nm miſery: _ 5 
themſelves. 

So that if we e Gan be holy and juſt 
as well as good, there is nothing in any of theſe in- 


| ſtances, but wha is very conſiſtent with all char 
goodneſs which we can ſuppoſe to be in a holy, and 
wiſe, andjuſt governor, who in dee tb 
4 fin, OG HE ns fitting diſcountenance 
violat n of his laws. It is neceſ- 
tary, 


Ls 
3 . 
* o * 
y pA SA L 
1 * 
4 F * 
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Us Jed 


ſary, 
5 kind, 8 ſome Houl 5 + f 
of Gov's ſeverity; that the puniſhment of 4 
be a warning to all, ; that they may ä 


and, eee may peer deli. 


* 8 
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Gan whinbaſied fruicful of many excellent Frags uſeful 
inferences, in relation both to our comfort. and our 
Sys dance en eee ern gg, 
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The Lonp is good 2 and his tender 1 merciet at 


2s made ane diſcourſes pen his | 

of the goodneſs of Gop; ſhewing what it is; 
on what accounts we aſcribe ic te Gob 3 What are che 
effects and large extent of it to the whole creation, 
and more particularly to mankind; and, inthe laſt 
place, conſidered the ſeveral objections which feem 
to lie againſt it. I proceed nom to the! dati 
this excellent argument, the 

ſo fruitful of uſeful inferendes in 1 b ( 
3 - duty. And, o Habu bin genes 


e verge ifibive times uu Ga, thai 
if there be one. Nemo Deum non effe credit, niſi cu 
Deum non efſe expedit, no man is apt to diſbelieve 
A Gop, but he whoſe intereſt it is that there ſhould 
be none.“ And if we could ſee into the hearts 
of wicked men we ſhould find this lying at the bot- 


tom, that if there be a GoOD, I WEIS 


; niſh ſin; chat he is infinite in power, and not to be 
reliſted, and therefore kills them with his terror fo 
often as they think of him: hence they apprehend it 


their intereſt that there ſhould be no Gop, and wiſh 


there were none, and thence are apt to cheriſn in 
their minds a vain hope that chere is none, and at 


- laſt endeavour to impoſe upon themſelves by vain 


reaſonings, and to ſuppreſs the belief of a Gon, and 


to ſtifle their natural apprehenſions and fears of him. 
So that it is not primus in orbe deos fecit timor, fear 
that Hirſt made gods; but the fear which bad 


men have of divine power and nine, that firſt men 


| dehomnochedilbehef of bm. 


But were not theſe mien as holds — ie 


& che would with with ul their hearts thene were 


Gon, and be glad to beiieve ſo: and the pſalmilt 


tives them their true character, who can entertain a- 
ny ſuch thoughts or wiſhes; Pſal. xiv. x. + The 
fool hach aid in his heart, there is no Gon: for 
concerning the goodneſs of Gop ; if this be his na- 


have fad 


Byron en mans 09 of lis crea- 
3 3 : Whoe —— the a> nature deem 
A = a Gov, 
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4 Gow, and be glad of any argument . 
and rejoice to find it true; a6 0 dren arc a Es > 


| wiſe and good prince. 1213 93 11 Hf; 448: It get 7 i, me 55 fs 


of tins makes him ſo good a father, fo gracious a 
governor of men, that if there wwe 1 


immortales ad uſum hominum fabricati pens videantur, © 


m3 a e* e 


might almoſt ſeem to be made on purpoſe for = © F 
4 uſe and benefit of men: ſo that atheifm Is her 5 


umph of a furious and 


it ie, 3 ought” 
e 


d re e r 


re gradieh of Gels 08 


king and render father, and as' e rejoice — 


The goodneſs of Goy gives us 4 lovely character 


no fuch og in 
the world, it were infinitely deſirable to man 8 
there ſhould he! he wh an ont, qualem ones pony 


anting, all men 
4 „ dughe to i bor The Being of Go»: #/fo 
comfortable, ſo convenient, ſo neceſſary to tlie felici- 


ry of mankind; that (as Tully admirably ſays) Dii 


if Gop were not a neceſſary being of himſelf, 2 


only an inſtance of the moſt horrible impiety, but of 

the greateſt ſtupidity; and for men to glory in their 
diſbelief of a 'Gop , is like the rejoicing' and tri. | 
ſorted multitude," in the 
murder of a wiſe and good prince, the greateſt ca- 
lamity and deen, ag Woke e vary befal- 
len them. n ee 
K ect ence e 's being v | 


Tet 
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ER een, is is en Wade, a to thy 
9 ſelf, thou wilt be ſenſible of thy want of him, and 
thy © ſoul will thirſt for Gop, even the living Gop, 
e and pant after him as the hart pants after the wa- 
* ter MC in the day of thy affliction and cala- 
mity, when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon 
< - thee,” thou wilt flee to Gop. for refuge, and ſhel- 
| ter thy ſelf under his protection, and wouldeſt not, 
for all the world, but there were ſuch a being in it 
to help and deliver thee. Deos nemo ſanus timet 
(fays Seneca) furor oft metuere ſalutaria; no man 
in his wits is afraid there is a Gop: it is a mad- 
| ©, neſs to fear that which is ſo much for our benefit 
4e and advantage. Human nature is conſcious to 
itſelf of it's own weakneſs and inſufficiency, and of 
its neceſſary dependance upon ſomething without 
- Ifelf for it 's happineſs, and therefore, in great ex- 
tremity and diſtreſs, the atheiſt himſelf hath natural - 
ly recourſe to him; and he who denied and rejected 


_ his proſperity, clings to him in adverſity, 2s as 
<. only ſupport and preſent help in time of trou- 
« erg And this is a ſure indication, that theſe 
men, after all their endeavours to impoſe upon them- 
os have not been able wholly to extinguiſh in 

| he belief af Gow, Hoa his goodneſs ; 
that at the bottom of their hearts 
= Þ roy ara ag of his goodneſs, When, 
= after all their inſolent defiance of him, they have the 
1 confidence ro apply; themſelves to him for mercy. 
= help, in time of need and therefore our hearts ought 
= to riſe with indigr eb 3 


e ſeriprare calls, © curning th 
| © mo Ran tens Win, encouragumen 
to ſin, Which is one of the ſtrongeſt arguments N 
world againſt it. God is infinitely good and merck 
ful: but we muſt not therefore thin thathe is 
| and indigent to our fag: but, on the con 


he is good, he cannot but hate evil.” 8 5 


Se where tells us, that © he is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity ; that 3 
„ Loy” e N he bs not 


1 
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= e and very y often theſs two meet zether 5 

- Melancholy, Lebe bodily temper, i * 

8 by reaſon and argument, 

PAE A er ones: but the miſtakes which 
men have entertained concerning * if they be 

| nat ſet on and heightened by ek s many 


kaiion of the. goodnefs of Gap, confirmed by reaſon | 
 andyſcripture, Many good men have had very hard 
1 . and injurious thoughts of Gop inſtilled into them, 
= from dodrines too commonly taught and received; 
- #5 if be did nov fincerely defire the happineſs of his 
= Creatures, but had from all eternity decreed to make 
be: the. greateſt part of mankind, with a ſecret purpoſe 

and deſign to make them miſerable, and, conſequent - 
ly, were not ſerious and in good earneſt in his invita · 
1. tions and exhortations of ſinners to repentance ; and 
it is no wonder if ſuch jealouſies as theſe concerning 
5 Gop, make men doubtful whether Gon love them, 

and very ſcrupulous and anzious about their everlaſt 

Ing Londition. „ 

= | 3 hae abeady-told yom:rhes theth hart dotulne | 
1 have no manner of foundation, cither in reaſon or 
=. - feripturez that Gop carneſtly deſires our h nels, 
\ Ul Aud laffords us ſufficient means to that end; that he 
. | bears a more hearty good will to us, than any man does 
= di his friend, or ap faber upon earch ever did do hi 
=. deareſt child in compariſon of which, the greateſt | 


affection of men to thoſe whom they love beſt, is 

_ is 

W Oy deen the dropaf the bucketathe very fall Guſt 
"iff upon the balance. If we have right 

8 | 7 have no 

| jc lea part merciful. enti 


all men to — Aud tone 
e of the truth ; chat © he is) g 


ns, | 
fideration | of Gov's goodneſs if a frm ground ef 
c 2 | 
| por: auer chm, ede ur of the, or 
turn them to our greater good and happineſs in this 5 
e eee St. Paul ſpeaks of it as the fm 
1 „We kae (ſays he) thar all things ſhall work W. | 
2 8 em woe eng "_ ﬀ. : 


— —-— ve. 
together for our good.. 
this in a great cordial to thoſe who are under . 
cu | which trol . PER 


may” come ore ours, Gow knows how ſoon. Dat „„ 
though the-malice of men de great, and backed wich IM 


1 


TEAK and dete men co 


chief, C O mighty man? the goodneſs of Gov 0. 


I 1. To ——— 


of Gop is greater than the malice of men, and of a 
I cockineanog:- And thus David 
comforted himſelf, 1 
Pl. H. 1. Why boa thou thy ſelf in miſ⸗ 


6 dureth continually. 5 
1 powerful, "and laſted 
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| proper and natural effect and 0 
pon our minds. Sore of the dei 
ESE ; \Powers ne 


for all that : we have nd hope for chivis much 


Er ee — 
r to all his creatures, but is 
r eee 
eee is cal led lo 4 30D -vouchſ; 
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e fone ad vih ally ou, anita 
« ty mind. XS ns 2. The 
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Goo ya ws. ie ſhould be afraid rn 7 


fend. Men, ſhall fear the Loa p and his f | 
66 ness (Gith the prophet) Hoſea iii. 5, | - 
deed, nothing is more to be dr 


goodneſß, and abuſed patience, . 5 
ry and vengeance : deſpiſeſt thou the riches of e 
« goodneſs, and long ſuffering, and forbearance, 


4 (ſays the apoſtle) and treaſureſt up to thy ſelf 
i 5 th | 
Be J 28 ent of Go 1 Wa 25 
he The — * of God's g 


5 ms of Keel, to po them to ol 


en Sam. xii. 24. only fear the ee 
« ſerve him in truth, wich all your heart's for can: 


« * ſider how, great things he hath done for v 


thr Jar, which Gap ui, 


ws are. none of the leaſt inſtances, 7 
uus, e N and 


and eee Ky 


portal motive to obedience. to his laws, goth __ 5 
9 — — eto walk 3 —_ 


6 


e ee tothe Grow 
could have impoſed upon us 
Se as the ſervants faid to Naaman; Had the 
e prophet bid thee do ſome great thing, would'ſt thou 
4 not have done it? how much more when he hath 
only ſaid, waſh and be clean? If Gop had required 
| of us things very grievous and burthenſom ; in love 
And gratitude to him, we we ought to have yielded a 

_ ready and chearful obedience to ſuch commands: 
bow much more when he hath only ſaid, dds 
| _ and be happy? In teſtim y of your love to me, 
1 | TRE aro the greateſt kit dn | cſs and 
| l te your ves. | bh cal 
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Sed enen, on 
ber are en, 8 that though 


"8 


ae 


{efually ingage him to make them good. If Gon. 


lere us in our diſtreſs, and comfort us in our alli» 
ons and. ſorrows ? If we may with confidence rely. 


Few wie © 7 Ro, 5 AQ 


goodneſs, - 8 


is not without great cauſe that ſo much go | 
is ſo highly offended and diſpleaſed wich us; Wat 


Ro Eo na ae y ðͤ . ER. A oe 


6 FS 


7 L to us; Math. v. 2 5 i E 


| 255 6 X 5 Ar % * R 2 . 
hope 254 afluredly cx  fromicamenſe andt bounds FREE 
leſs > —oodlnels? If we 446k right apprehenſions of tre 
goodneſs of Gop, we cannox poſlibly diſtruſt Bim. 


or doubt of the performance of thoſe gracious. y | b 5 


miſes which he hath made to us; the fame 3 
which inclined him to make ſuch promiſes, will ef- | 


be ſa. good as he hath declared bimſelf, why tho 


upon any thing to confer good upon us, Rune 
ſerve and deliver us from evil, wet de ite 


6. The goodneſs, of Gog 3 _ | Bkewile, an argu- 
ment to- us to patience and contentedneſs with every. 
condition. . If the hand of Gop be ſevere and eavy. 
upon us in any. affliction, we may be aſſured that it | 


he deſigns, our good in all the evils he ferids. es 470 
and does not chaſten us for his p leaſure but for our 
profit; that we are the cauſe of "our own M I. 
and our fins ſeparate between Gov arld us, and with 
hold good things from us; that, in the finaliſſe and IS 
reſult of things, all things ſhall work together for 

bo lip wz and arg en A 
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| r 5 ect. TY How 16 that? in 8 

— good, and kind, and merciful, as Goo is. 1 But! 

y unto you (ſays our Lonp) love your enemies, 
_ «bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that 

| ' . hate you, and, pray for them which deſpitefully 

* uſe you, and perſecute vou; that ye may be the 

| . children, of your father which is in heaven: for he 

*"maketh his fun to riſe on the evil, and on the good, 
and ſendeth rain on the juſt, and on the unjuſt.” 
AA then it follows, Be ye therefore perfect, even 
As your father which is in heaven is perfect. The 

fame pattern St. Paul propoſeth to us, Eph. iv, 32. 
| 2 nd ch. v. 7% Be ye kind one to another, tender 
4 hearted; forgiving one another, even as Gov: for 
* CnRIs 1's fake hath forgiven you, Be ye there- 
Co fore followers of Gop as dear children, and walk 
in love.. We cannot in any thing reſemble Gov 
FE than in goodneſs, and kindneſs, and mercy, 

and in a a readineſs to forgive thoſe who have been 1 in- 

Jurious to us, and to be reconciled to them, 1 

Loet us chen often contemplate this perfection F 
= Gov, and repreſent it to/ our minds, that, by the 
_ Frequent contemplation of it, we may © be tran: 
| - formed into the 1 image of the divine goodneſs. 
P Soy fo good to his "creatures ? with how much 

greater reaſon ſhould we be ſo to our fellow - creatures? 
2855 good fo us ? let us imitate his univerſal good- 
neſs, by. endeavouring th e good of mankind ;' and, 
2s much as in us lies, of the whole creation of Gov. 
What Gon is to us, and what we would have him 
| Kill be to us, that. kt us be to others. Me are in- 
Anitely beholden to this perfection of Gop for all 

that we are, and 10 all! that we enjoy, and for all 
| ft; ant 5 9 we bare her reaſon 

re and in Unrate it. Let 
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a great ky ra — hank Vie» we: « hood - 


„ Lpxp, O my foul 3 and all that is withinime, . 


invite all others co che ſame war 


men would praiſe the Loxop for hin goodneſk, Ee 
* and for bis wonderbal "Forks | to > the <a RR 
* of men !* „„ 


Neceſſity drives * to prayer, an | | 
for the ſupply. of our wants; but pra 


giving is a duty which depends upon ojr 2 4 | 7 5 Eh 4 


| continually put us in 


5 Deut. xxxii. 1 8.“ Of the Gop that formed thee thou | 
_ * haſt been unmind 
y of our being above all the creatures of ths ; 


that we may be fil Glbioning our delves f in then hs - 3 


1 our eh. and in 2 ys . ws: wo f 


ſummon all the powers and faculties of our ſouls: 
as the holy Pfalmiſt does, Pal. ci. Ty 2. w_ Bleſs the 


« bleſs his holy name. EA 
“ and forget not all his benefits. Kad we ſhoud 
k, as the ſame devour |} 

Pſalmiſt frequently.does; Pal. cvi. x, O givethanks . 
„ unto. the Lob, for he is good for hisanercy 
* endureth for ever. ” And Pal. cvi. 8. <*O:thit 


* * > FO: 


And we bad need 10 be fte: 10 
duty, to Whie tn | 1 


and incemtt n and nothing Soner, Wears chen 


to 1 the bleſſings of Gon, ee $ : 
bad memory, as from a bad nature; to forget the | | 
greateſt bleſſings, the continuance. whereof ſhould ——@ & 

nind of them, the bleflings 
of our beings, So Gop complains of his people, '\-  - | 
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8 a nad, of Gov. e 

7 Goo my maker, who teacheth us more than the . 
<< beaſts of the earth, and maketh us wiſer than the 
“ fowls of heaven?” the daily: comforts and bleſ. 
We Soyo penny which we can continually receive, 


without almoſt ever looking up tothe h 


them, SoGop complains by the prophet F chap. 
. 4. 8, 9. She knew not that gave her corn, and 


. wine, and oil, and multiplied her ſilver and gold: - 
And is it not ſhameful to ſee how at the moſt plen- 
| tiful tables, the giving of Gop thanks 1s almoſt 7 


grown out of faſhion ? as if men were aſhamed to 


oy from whence theſe bleſſings came. When thanks 
is all Gop expects from us, can (we not afford to 
give him that? Do ye thus requite the Lozp, 


_ fooliſh people, and unwiſe ?** It is juſt with Gov | 
to. take away his bleſſings from us, if we deny” him 


thas eaſy tribute of praiſe and thankſgiving. + 
It is a fign men are unfit for heaven, when they 


a are backward to that which is the proper work and 


imployment of the bleſſed ſpirits above, Therefore, 


as eyer we hope to come thither, let us begin this 


work here, and inure our ſelves to that which will 
be the great buſineſs of all eternity. Let us, with the 


four and twenty elders in the Revelation, fall down. 


before him that fits. on the thrones. and worſhip 


2M him that liveth for ever and ever, and caſt our 


_*. crowns before the throne (that is, caſt our ſelves) 
and aſcribe. all glory to Gop, ſaying, Thou art 
_ £. worthy, O Lon p, to receive glory, and honour, 
© and power; for thou haſt made All things, _ 
« for thy e they arc, and were created. ö 


| 


3 To kim a Ip As infinite _ inexhauſti 

e ble fountain of goodneſs, the father of mercies, and 

* the Gop of all 9 who gave us ſich 
3 1 5 es * exceh. 


wm Y' w»_ 


Pr 
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ways watchful, and never weary to do us x 
ys to him be all glory and honour, adoration and 


"0% dig 7 Gov. 


« excellent beings, having 3 r 


« the angels, and crowned us with . glory. and ho- < 
e nour; who hath been pleaſed to ſtamp upon us 


66s the i image of his own goodneſs, and. thereby made 
8 « U partakers of a divine nature, communic 


eto us not only of the effects of his goodneſs, burt 


44 in ſome meaſure and degree of the perfection itſelf; 
c to him Who gives us all things richly to enjoy, ä 


* which pertain to life and godlineſs, and hath made 
« ſuch abundant proviſion, not only for our comfort 


e and convenience in this preſent life, but for our Jo 5 5 
e unſpeakable happineſs to all eternity; to him . 
« deſigned this happineſs to us from all eternity, jp 


© and whoſe mercy and goodneſs to us endures for 
« ever; who when by wilful tranſgreffions and dif- 18 


obedience we had plunged our ſelves into à ſtate 
of fin and miſery, and had forfeited that happi- 
* neſs which we were deſigned to, was pleaſed to 
© reſtore us to A new capacity of it, by ſending his 
only ſon to take our nature, with the miſeries and 
infirmities of it, to live among us, and to die for 85 
„ us; in a word, to him who is infinitely goo | 


© us, not only contrary to our deferts, but beyond . oo 5 
* our hopes, who renews his mercy upon us every _—- 


* morning, and is patient though we provoke” him 
_ © everyday, who preſerves and provides for us, and 


6 ſpares us continually, who is always willing, . 


_ OT and obedience, fo 1045 and Tr ef... 
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The Loss; is long ſuffering, and ef great ae. 


f 1 [Hive confidered Gov 7 ; goodneſsin general. There 
are two eminent branches of it, his patience and 
y. The patience of Gop is his goodneſs to 


PPT 


deſerved puniſhment: the mercy of Gon is his good · 
neſs to them that are, or may be miſerable. It is 
the laſt of theſe two I deſign to diſcourſe en this 


time; in doing of which, I ſhall inquire,, + 


Furſt, what we are to W by the; mercy 


of Gov. „5 hate 

| Secondly, hey you, © nh this perfetion bele 
to Gov. | 4 

. Thirdly, conſider the degree of ir, that Goo i s 
G 4 

Firſt, what we are to underſtand, by the. mee 
of Gop. „ FEES 5 This * 

I told you, it is his goodneſs to them Ae nn 
miſery, or liable to it; that is, that are in danger of 
1 or have deſerved it It is mercy, to prevent 
the miſery that we are liable tos. and which may be . 
fal us, 9 N it be not actually upon us. It is 
mercy, to defer the miſery that we deſerve, or mi · 
tigate it; and this is, properly, patience and for- 


bearance. It is mercy, to relieve thoſe that are in 
miſery, to ſupport or comfort them. It is mercy, 


0 


. } 


3 „ vo e . mc. wm a 


We muſt not meaſure the 


do produce the effects of the moſt ſenſible pity. 1; 
to Go. 


. that, he is merciful; 
f duce fome of thoſe many rexts of ſoripture v uchat· 
+. The-Lokng 2 Gon, wing + 


dong e (9 remove and ke away the DISaUON cnyand 
to puniſhment. e Sy 3 mY Ly N 


Thus he mercy of Goo 3 wivall, „ 
forth to us by. the affection of pity and compaſſon; 


* which is an alfe@tion chat cauſeth a ſenſible ommo- 


tion and diſturbanc f 
ome great eil thas. lies wen 


over him. # 


to turn within him. But though Gov is 
this manner to ſet forth his mercy and tend 
wards us, yet we muſt take heed hom we clathe the 
divine nature with the infirmities human 2 þ 


expreſſions of his condeſcenſion; and cauſe h 

ſtoops to our weakneſs, level him to our ban en 
When Go is ſaid to pity us, ve. mut = 
the imperfection. of this paſſion, the commotion and 
diſturbance of it, and not imagine any fach cba 
Gop; but we are to conceive, that the merey an 
compaſſion: of Gon, without! produeing the diſquiet 


e that this perfection be 
Ache arguments that I uſed to prove the goad · 
om the acknowledgment of natural 

hehe and from ſeriprure bd reaſon, ſerve 


inent branch. of his goodneſs..; 1 Wil . 


mo crocs — 2 e , Son is 


ee i in er Con h fd. phe 9g 
ture, to be grieved and afficted for the mall e of 
men; his bowels are ſaid to © ſound, and his: 0 e | 


3356 


SIA. 9 your Govis gr 


_ 


Wen e 
. to pez gfacivis and merciful. ris Pf 15 
XXV. 10. All the paths of the Lonp are mercy.” 
Pfal. hei. 12. Unto thee, oO Lozp, belongeth 

aercy. Pſal. ci. 8. Mereiful and gracious.” : 
Pſal. cxxx. 7. With e Lonb thee is mercy,” A 
And ſo Jer. in. 12. Joel ü. 13. Jonah iv. 2. Luke 


Vi. 36. Be ye therefore merciful, as your father 
4 Alſo is merciful.” The ſcripture ſpeaks of this as 


moſt natural to him, 2 Cor. i. 3. he is called © the 


Father of mercies.” But when he puniſheth, he 


doth, as it were, ' relinquiſh his nature, and do a 


rte The Lonp will wait that he may 


ious, Iſa. Xxx. 18. | Gov paſſeth by op- 


portunities of puniſhing, but his mercy takes oppor 
runiry-co diſplayinſelf; „ he waits to be gracious.” 


To afflict or puniſh is a work that Gop is unwilling 
to, that he takes no pleaſure in; Lam. iii. 33. 


He doth not _ willingly, nor grievethe ehil- 


4 dren of men.” But mercy is a work that he de- 


whar he chuſeth ro be, but what we do, as ir were 


lights in, Mic. vii. 18. He delighteth in mercy.” 


When Gop thews mercy, he does' it with pleaſure 


and delight; he is ſaid © to rejoice over his people. 


to do them good.” Thoſe attributes that de- 
clare Gop's goodneſs, as when he is ſaid to be gra- 
cious, or merciful, and long-ſuffering, they ſhew 


hat Gop is in himſelf, and delights to be: thoſo 
5 rae eee and ſeverity,” ſhew what he 


and the jon of ſin; not 


5 1 


> 
"a 


and neceſſitate him to be; 7 
1 ee eier ga Gov v. os 


2 N . def 5 8 , . 4 a ; 


I 2 hr 1. Accord unto. Heme 5 — 
« of thy mercy,” 2 Sam. XXIV. 14. „Let me fal. 
a „ into the hands of the Lok p, for his mercies are 
great.“ It is called an abundant merey; 1 Pet. i. 

4 3. « According to his abundant mercy.” Pſal. 9 

8. he is ſaid ee in merey z ant 
J rich in mercy.“ Eph. ii. 4. Pal. v. 5. 3 . 
1 of a the multitude of Gop's merdies;'” and of che 

; variety of them, Neh. ix. 19. In thy manifold 
mercies thou forſakeſt them not. So many 

; they, that we are ſaid to be ſurro aded and compaſ= | 

; ſed about on every fide with them 3 Pfal. ciii. 4. 
„Who crowneth-thee. with ing ne rn 

: « tender mercies. „ 

5 : Abd yer farther to ie btb c atneſs tens. 

; the ſcripture uſeth all dimenſions; Height; Pfal-lyii. 

4 10. * Thy mercy is great unto the heavens Nay; 

5 r 

1 above the heavens.” For the latitude and extent 

' of it, it is as large as the earth, nd em ial 


; the creatures in it; Pſal. cxix, 64. «© The'earth, O 
© Loxp,is full of thy mercy.” Pſal. cxlv..g. * His 

t tender mercies are over all his Works. 7 Por the 
length, or duration and continuance of it; Exod. 
„ xiv. 7. Laying up mercy. in ſtore for thouſands 
5 ö beer, one after another. Nay, it is 


of a longer continuance; Pſal. cxviii. it is ſeveral. 
, Unnes eee that © his mercy endureth for ever.” 
S BW And to ſhew the intenſe degree of this affection 
5 of mercy or pity, the ſcripture uſeth ſeveral empha- 
; [3 ticalcupreflions to ſet it forth to us. The ſcripture 
ſpeaks of the tender mercies of Gob, Plal, xxv. 6. 
$A ember, O Lon, thy tender mercies.” Yea, | 
; of the multitude of theſe 3 Pal. * 1. * According 
F uuto 


ons. e v. . 0 The ek 
iful and of - nder mercy.'2. A ae 
bowels, which are th 

e eee f whe ay a e. 

þ 1 II. Ixiüi., 13. Where is 

40 * the founding OP thy bowels, and of thy mercies 

- *© towards me: are they reſtrained? Luke i. 78. 

5 Es Through the tender mercy of our Gop z ſo it i 
in dur tranſlation :- en ene en e, 


pathetical expredlions Ne 
People? Hol. xi. 8. How ſhall I give thee up, 
* Ephraim? how ſhall I deliver thee, Hrael ? hoy 
te {hall 1 make thee as Admah ? ow. ſhall I ſet chee 
. oun mine heart is turned within me, and 
« my | epentings are &.LUNCLICC Ec: Nay, © en. 
preſs his tender ſenſe of dur if s and.fufferitgs, 


he is repreſented as being — wh and bear- 
eke in our bore." Ia, in. 9; © * 
The compaſiqns oh 1G p are compared 10 ts 
tendereſt affections among 1 to that of a father 
towards his children; Pſal. ciii. 1 << Like as a fe 
ther pitieth his children, ſo the Lozp pitieth them 
A chat fear him. Nay, to the compaſſions of a mother 
92 towards her infant: Ila. xlx. 30. Can a woman 
forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould pot hare 
compaſſion on the ſon of her womb?” .Yea,. the | 
| mays it is poſſible, though moſt unlikely: but thoug 
4 a mother guy. turn Wen: 7 G caugos. be 
." OF Wie ae to. = 
: In ſhott, the ſcrigure doh erey where magni 
te W * e and all- poſſibe 


. % > anc oa 


1 


8 excel al | oben, $63 in chis 1 _ * — 


EL ſo that, wok c 


| Gop doth 2 many rienes, Fry 


| 5 long ARE proſperity of the was wy 


ſuch as did make ſome * 


| of the greatneſs and number of Gop's merci 
will diſtribute them into kinds, and rank then 


miſery: 14 — us: it e to d liv 


* .  - 
Es 66 SE RM. 


e ee eee nit; 1 
10 % EE RERY in 


den in the dcs: this h. de den of meg fun 3 


4 Job u. 7. of Wherefore do the wicked live, 
* yea, becom old? &cc. His holineſs; this makes 


the prophet expoſtulate with Gop, Hab. i 13. 


— 


% Eb art of purer eyes chan to behold evil and 


- — 
« thy tongue? &c. And the — of — F 
this makes Jonah complain, as if Gopꝰs mercies were | 


n ug} wy CY 
Jon. i WS ly! $5 
But that we may ho ns Sa I 


ſereral heads. It is mercy, to prevent thoſe ow 
and miſeries that we are liable o: it is mercy, to de- 
fer thoſe evils chat we have deſerved, or 


. Fade Seed . a b. 0 remiv he 
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SERM. to puniſhment. ' So that the merey of Go may be 


cXIL VII. 
— 


The mercy GOD. 


reduced to theſe five heads. 5g 
I. Preventing mercy. Many evils 25d te 


which we are able to, Gop prevents them at a great 


diſtance; and when they are coming towards us, he 


ſtops chem, or turns them another way. The mer- 


ciful providence of God, and thoſe inviſible guards 
which protect us, do divert many evils from us, 
which fall upon others. We ſeldom take notice of 


Gop's preventing mercy; we are not apt to be ſen- 
ſible how great a mercy it is to be freed from thoſe 


ſtraits and neceſſities, thoſe pains and diſeaſes of bo 


dy, thoſe inward racks' and horrors, which others 


evil or miſery is upon us, whild're not reckon it a 


are preſſed withal, and labour under. When any 


mercy to be reſcued and delivered from it? And is 


it not a greater mercy that we never felt it? Does 
not that man owe more to his phyſician, who pre- 


Vvents his ſickneſs and diſtemper, than he who, after 
the weakneſs and languiſhing, the pains and tortures 
of ſeveral months, is at length cured by him? 


II. Forbearing mercy. And this is the patieite 


of Gop, which conſiſts in the deferring or moderat- 


ing of our deſerved puniſhment. Hence it is, that 


„ ſlow to anger, and of great mercy,” do ſo often 
go together. But this I ſhall 1 8e ee e 


ſome particular diſcourſes. 5 
l. Comforting mercy. 2 Cor. i. 3 9 6 


of mercies, and the Gop of all comfort.“ The 


ſcripture repreſents Gop as very merciful, in comfort- 


ing and ſupporting thoſe that are afflicted and caſt 


arms under us, bearing us up, ſp 


down: hence are thoſe expreſſions of figs his 


& ably, viſiting us with his loving kindr 


den) Gov's merciful regird tb thoſe alte fre i 


1 kante 


48 IV Ls ae, in ſup 


"TY 4 4 39 * 1. oh 2 : 
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I ng - thoſe that 8ER ld. 


are in want, and delivering thoſe that are in trouble. — 
Go doth, many times, exerei e men with trouble e 
and afflictions, with a very 
deſignʒ to prevent 5 
otherwiſe bring upon hemſelves. A is are 
iful invention of Heavens: to do us that good, 
which nothing elſe can; they awaken us to a ſenſe 
of Gop, and of our ſelves, to a Omiiderat che 
eyil of our ways z they make us to take ice of Gop, 
to ſeek him, and to inquire after him. Sake doth, 
as it were, by afflictions, throw men upon their 
backs, to make them loak up to heaven. Hoſ. v. 
15. In their affliction — will ſeek me early.'? . 
Pſal. Ixxviit. 34. When he flew them, then they 
„ ſought him, and they returned and inquired early 
e after Gon.“ But Goyp does not delight i in this; 
he doth not afflit willingly, nor grieve the children 
of men.“ When afflictions have accompliſnhed 
their work, and obtained their end upon us, Go 
is very ready to remove them, and command delive- 
france for us; Ifa. lv. 7, 8. Fon a malt: moment 
have I forſaken thee, — with great mercies will 
I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face 
from thee for a moment, but with everlaſting 
< kindneſs will Ihave money onchee, faigh the hip 2 
& hy reden. 69; 
V. Pardoning mercy „ ebene ee 
fulneſs of Gop's mercy appears, becauſe our: ſins. are 
great: Pal. bexviii.. 38. Being full of compaſſion, 
2 hes forgave heir: — And the multitude of 
God's me le our ſins are many; Plat. 
me, Oden. 1 ; 


2 pz 
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im. , frons.* Fand unis he is fai 


The-guotneſs of God. 


 *<quity, tranſgreſſion, ry How mia 
his mercies, to forgive all our ſins, of what kind 

ver! The mercy of Gop tous in pardoning our fins, 1 
matter of — admiration 3 Mic. vii 18. 
Who is a Gop like ynto thee; that pardonoth ini- 
hg a e But eſpecially if we conſider by what 
means our pardon is procured; by transferring out 
gvile upon the moſt innocen pero, arty 
— — — — $6.88, © >The | 

admirable eontrivance of Gps mercy appears in this 

_ diſpenſation ;- this ſhews the riches of his grace, that 
he ſhould be at ſo much coſt to pi naſe = 
not with corruptible things, as fav 

9. ee uo ptecious biood of his ow ſor 
Eph. i. 6, * To he pris of the gory n 

grace, he hath made us acce | 

5 beloved; in whom we have redemption thro 
- © his blood, the — buf fins, — 
$6: the riches of his grace. > he 2 22 
Having diſpatched the tes: les 1 propef 
ed to be ſpoken to, I ſhall ſhew what 'uſe ao 
1 make of this divine attribute. * 
Uſe x: We ought wich thankfulneſs to ee 
tedge and admit the grear mercy of Gop u It 
us view it in all it's dimenſions; the height, and 
length, and breadth of it: in all the variety and leinds 
ol ic; — Oe In 

Thoſe miſeries that lye upon others, as 
us that we eſcaped them. "Jew merey that ſpares w. 
It is of the Loxp's mercies that we are not con- 
= DEE; eee his corpaltions fail-not.'t It 
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OS. 7 
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remper anc diſpoſition, A weld of jay and bowels 


and reyengfl if de look abroad. inch word, 


| more, and chin aun flug more beokden 60 ig. 


How many things 
— ee — havens.» o 


ee — the mikey ey * walker domme 


that upon-2- generous: — ley 


_ ways obliged hy intereſt and delf-love,. and a dear 16 
when —— 


— — — — | 
encompaſſed with the mercies of Gon they come = 
* paſs us about on every fido;- we are crowned w 
« lovingkindnefs, and tender mancies. It ia mer- 
ey that feeds, us, and clothes us, and that -proſerves 
us. But, above all, we ſhould thankfully acknow+- 
ledge and admire the pardoning .merey. of Gn 
Pfal. cii. 1, a, 3. where David daes, as it were, 

muſter up the mereies of (op, and make a cata- 

logue of them ; he ſets the pardoning merey in the 
front; „ Blefs-the Lonp, O my ſoul, and all that 
4e is within me bleſs his haly name. Bleſs the Lonp, 
Om foul, and forget not nenen mw 


« forgiveth gll-thy inquities.?*. : 0 
If we look. into our a eee e 


and ſee how bull the earth ini he habit 
* cruelty; we ſhall admire tho merey _ 


muſt concur a make. our hearts 
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SERM. own ſufferings, or when in danger or probab ity o 
5 ein che like condition our ſelves; — motives 
and obligations are neceſſary to awaken and ſtir up 
this affection in us. But Gop is merciful and piti- 
ful to us out of the mere goodneſs of his nature; 
for few of theſe motives and conſiderations can have 


any place in him. This agel of fim and tender 


object, without any other inducement. The mer 
cy of God, many times, doth not ſtay till we be ac: 
tually miſerable; but looks forward a great way; 
and pities us at a great diſtance, and prevents out 
miſery. Gop doth not only pity us in great cala 
mities; but conſiders thaſe lefler evils that are upon 
Go nerciful to us, when. we have deſerved 
all the evil that are upon us; and far greater, when 
we are leſs than the leaſt of all his mercies, when 
we deſerved all the miſery that is upon us, and have 
with violent hands pulled it upon our own. heads, 
and have been the authors and procurers of it to ou 
ſelves. Though Gop, in rsd us nature, be 
at an infinite diſtance from us; yet his mercy is neat 
to us, and he cannot poſſibly have any ſelf-intereſt 
in it. The diyine nature is not liable. to want, or 
. injury, or — a is ſecure of; bis eee 


never ſand. in act: . or elit rom ws, — 
|  _ and yet hepikies us., % 0 69% 
No if we conſider the vaſt difference) of this af 
fection in Gop and us, how tender his mercies are, 
and how ſenſible his bowels; and yet we who have 
fo many arguments to move us to pity, how-hard 
our hearts are, and how unapt 2 * 
Were ern of the rock, . 5 | 
4 


there's but a finite | 


= DTT Hm PwSwea *7”' Aro SS =D * F or © 


e mercy on G5. 


{ 
| 


the ne 1 milſtone; ſure, when we duly! confiats SER 4 
this, we cannot but admire the mercy of Gov. e 3 


How cruel are we to creatures below us! with hot 
little remorſe can we kill a flea, or tread upon a wort ? 


partly becauſe we are ſeture that they carrot! hurt 


nge themſelves upon us; and partly be- - 
cauſe they are ſo deſpicable in our eyes, and ſo far 
below us, that they do not fall under the conſidera- 
tion of our pity.” Look upward, proud man I and 

take notice of him who is Dove thee : thou didft 
not make the creatures below thee, as Gop did; 
ſtance between ' thee and the 

meaneſt creatures; but there's an infinite diſtance _ 
between thee and Gov.” Man is a name of dignity, 
when we compare our ſelves with other creatures; 
but compared to Gop, we are worms, and not 


« men;”” yea, we are nothing, yea, leſs than no- 


thing, and yanity.” How great then is the mer- 
ty of Gov, which regards us, who are ſo far Below 
him, which takes into conſideration ſuch inconſider- 


able nothings as we are! We may fay with David, 


Pfal. viii. 4. Lonxp, what is man, that thou art 


mindful of him, or the ſon of man, that thou 
« viſiteſt him ?” and with Job, chap. vii. 17. What is 
4 man, that thou ſhouldeſt magnify him, and hn 
thou ſhouldeſt ſet thine heart upon him? ? : 


And then how hard do we find it to forgive't thoſe 
who have injured us? If any one have offended, o 
provoked us, how hard are we to be recohciled? 
How inindful of an injury? How do anger an re- 


venge boil within us? How do we upbraid men i with 


Kit faults? What vile and 1000 ſubmiſſi on do we 
require of them, before we will receive them into 
favours and uf gate them peace? And if we forgive 

tink that is much; but if an offene uff 
thy provo- 


Len. the diſc ciples of our rien, * he =; 
emphatically. „ in the pe- 
| x ye the Lozp's prayer, yet they had very nar- 
row ſpirits as to this 3 Xvi. 2 1. Peter comes 
to him, and aſks him, 40 How often ſhall my bro. 
MW, ther fih againſt me, and I forgive him ? till ſeven 
4 times f! He thought that was much: And yet 
we have great ns. to pardoning and forgiv- 
ing others, becauſe we are obnoxiou to Gon and 
one another: we ſhall many times ſtand in need of 
| from Gop 9 and it may be our own 
aſe; and when it is, we are too apt to be very in- 
to our ſelves, and conceive good hopes of 
N we would have our ignorance, 
and inadvertencies, and miſtakes, and all occaſions, 
and temptations, and provocations conſidered ;. and 
when we have done amils, upon ſubmiſſion, and ac- 
knowledgment of our fault, we would be received in- 
to favour : but Gop; who is not at all liable to us, 
how ready he is to forgive! If we confeſs our ſins to 
him, he is merciful to forgive: he pardons freely; 
And ſuch are the condeſcenſions of his mercy, though 
he >the party offended, yet he offers pardon. to us, 
ſceches us to be reconciled: if we do but come 
towns bim, he runs to meet us, as in the] 
| of the prodigal, Luke xv. 20. What reaſon have 
ve then thankfully to acknowledge and admiee the 
| | mercy of Gop to us? Le. 
Ie 2. The great mercy. of Gov. to us, ſhould 
| tir up in us ſhame and ſorrow: for ſin. The judg- 
ar Gow atay toadk 36.7 bur the cooflertien 
of Gop's-mercy ſhould rather melt and. difſalye us 
into tears: Luke, vii. 47. the. woman that wa 
8 s fert virh her tears, — wipe them 14 
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but fin againſt mercies, and after we have re 


ſtrate, and ſet off one another; in the great go 


& @ OP © 


rebel againſt our ſovereign ; bot es we fin nina 


eee Dee was, 15 ſhe 8 - 


de loved much, werd ed 2. 3 bets 


- her. We W 
have deen cortitinced 


and nicks ut welent? * freud grieve ws dae | 


ſhonld offend and provoke a Gov ſo gratious and 


merciful, ' ſlow to anger, and f6 ready to 


them, is attended with one of the greateſt aggravi» 
tions of fin. And as 


confideration is more apt to work upon' hitthan' na- 


ture, than that of kindneſs ; and the greater mercy has 


15 a Gov't ge G 
| ceived, Mereies after ſins ſhould touch our hearts, 


e org oof 
fins, ſo it ſhould raiſe our ſorrow for then. No 


been ſhewed to us, the greater our ſins, and'the 
greater cauſe of forrow for them;  contraries do i. 


neſs and mercy of Gop to us, we fee the great evil | 


of our ſins againſt him. 

Every ſin has the nature of rebellion and diſobe- 
dience ; but {ins againſt mercy have 1 
them, Whenever we break the hwy of Gop, we 


mercies of Gop, we injure our benefactor. This 
makes our fin to be horrid, and aſtoniſhing, Ka. i. 
2. Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for 


— 9 


* the Loxy hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and 


_ brought up children, and they have rebelled againſt 


* me.” All the mercies of Gop are aggravations 


of our ſins; 2 Sam. Xi 7, 8, 9. © And Nathan 
* ſaid to David, thou art the man. Thus ſaith the 
Loxp Gop of Iſrael, anointed thee king over I-. 
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'The mercy of G Gov, 


$6 rael, and Ldetiewnd: thee out-of the hand of Saul; 4 
1 «, and 1 gave thee thy maſter's houſe, and thy maſter's 
br wives into thy boſom, and gave thee the houſe of 


, Hrael and of Judah; and if that had been too lit- 


40 tle, I would moreover have given unto thee ſuch 


and ſuch things. Wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed 


6 the commandment of the Loxp, to do evil in his 
4 fight?” Gop reckons up all his mercies, and from 


them aggravates David's ſin; 1 Kings xi. 9. he takes 


notice of all the unkind returns that we make to his 


and it is the worſt temper in the world not 


| mercy: 
| to be wrought upoh by kindneſs, not to be melted 
by mercy: no greater evidence of a wicked heart, 
| bag hr 1 


Let favour be ſhewed to the wick- 


10 
* wy fy e he ws mee ee 850 


Ut 3. Let us imitàte the merciful nature of Gov. 


| This branch of Gop's goodneſs. is very proper for 
our imitation. The general exhortation of our Sa- 
vious, Matt. v. 48. Be ye therefore perfect, 7 | 
ven as your Father which is in heaven is perfect; 
is more particularly expreſſed by St. Luke, chap. vi. 
36. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father alſo 
“ is merciful.“ Men affect to make images, and 


impoſſible repreſentations of Gop; but, as Seneca 


faith, Crede deos, cum propitii eſſent, fiffiles fuiſſe. 
We may draw this image and likeneſs of Gop z we 
may be gracious and merciful as he is. Cnz1sT, 


who was the expreſs image of his Father, his 


whole life and undertaking was a continued work 
of mercy; he went about doing good”. to the 
ſouls of men, by preaching the goſpel to them; 


and to the, bodies of men, in healing all man- 


ner of diſeaſes: there is nothing that he recom- 
mend more to 3 n 


us 


F m i » ; 1 


The parable of the prodigal ; of the Sa . 
tan; of chai ee ee eee thoufn 


der and com 


| vious, Micah vi. 9. He hath ſhewed the: W 


b . 4 te 


can ſee crucky c exerciſe 


bles doth he uſe, to ſet forth ay „ 15 
us, with a deſign to draw us to the imitation of it * 


talents. We ould imitate Gop-in this, in being ten. 


| This wales ATurs [ 

to which poſitive. ec religion muſt-giye 
way. Amos vi. 6. I deſired mercy, and not ſacti- 
« ficez” which is twice cited and- uſed by our Sa- 


man, what it is that the Lon thy Go requires 

< of thee; to do juſtice, and love mei Forint to 

« walk humbly with thy Go. 
This is always one part of abe deſtripripatatiy e 

good man; that he is apt to pity the miſeries ant 


e wee ee . 26. He is ever 


merciful, and lendeth. He is — 5 
not only to men, but even to. he ee, 5 
Prov. xi. 10. A righteo "EgAIC 


to the nature 106 e dun 2 wing moron = 


fition, not to be affected with the miſeties and-fuf= * «© 


ferings of others; how unlike is this to * che Father ef 
<4 mercies, and the Gon of confolation!*?. When we 
and nn My 


like is hits to . ange. is very e af 1 
tender mercies l But to rejoice at the miſeries | 
of others, this is inhuman and barbarous. Hear 7 We 


how Gov. threatens Edom for EY 2 iſe 2 
wen ee _—_—— lah ver 10; 14H © 


** 


An need of mercy from Gov. Gov. ncnaly ee 


Gov' 3 and doth ſtill 
merciful to us. Had it nap Mga png 


cies of Gov to us, we had all of us long fince been 
miſerable. — ARE Bon, 


we ſhould ſhew it to others. The apoſtle uſeth 
r thoſe that 


| by eee x want, becauſe we have had ſuch 


experience of the mercy and love of Gop to us; 
1 John i. 16, 17. © Hereby perceive we the love of 


4 God, becauſe he laid down his life for us. But 


* whoſo hath this world's good and ſeeth his bro- 


4 ther have need, &c. how dwelleth the love of 


« Gopin kim?** That man hath no ſenſeꝰ of the mer- 
ey of Gop abiding upon his heart, that is not merciful 
to his brother. And it is an argument why we ſhould 
Forgive one another; Eph. iv. 32. Be ye kind one 
to another, tender heartec » forgiving one another, 3 
even as Gop for Cunisr's fake hath forgiven 

«© you,” Chap. v. 1. < Be ye therefore followers of 
* Gop, as dear children. Col. li, 12, 13. Put 
6 on therefore (as the elect of Gop, holy br. 
<6: ed) —_— of mercies, Kindneſs, moon arte 


4 have « quarrel againſt any : cm as Gunn _ 


gave you, ſo alſo do ye.” 
And we continually ſtand in.need of nhl 
Co btw We are liable one to another, 


wn a ae . 
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forgive not men their treſpaſſes, 


pect, that with what meaſure we mete to others, 
« with the ſame It nnn 3 
To reſtrain the eruelties hee plencies of 


E = that | 


very often, in this world, —— p 
on their awn heads, and their violent dealings upon 


their own pates. o ; 
But if men were not thus liable to one another, e 


all-ſtand acct eps If we be mer» 
ciful to others in ſufferinę 
have injured us, Go will — he will par- 


eee eee Prov. nt 6. « By mercy and. 
7 2 Sam. i. 26. 
» With the mexeidub: . —— merci 


«truth 1 


66 ful. Prov. xiv. 21.“ He that hath mercy on the 
r— Prov. xxi. 21. eee 


* — + 


we expect, but that che merey of Gov will eve n 
that he will . forget to be gracious, and ſhut up in 


anger his tender mercy. Matt. vi. ug. mo 


% your Rn: forgive your weſpaſſes 
2 dreadful paſſage, St. James ii. 13. 
have judgment without mercy, tact Sn 
© no merey. How angry is the Logp with the | 


n who . to as: 


» — . 
— 
, 


MTS os e 
one another's pity and compaſſion; and we muſt ens SO, | 


” 


them chat 


— 8 


,3604 due are ef Ge 
akir-he had forgiven him fo great a Aber 2 700 
find in the parable, Mat. xviii. 24. He owed him ten 
thouſand talents, and, upon his ſubmiſſion and: in. 
treaty to have patience with him, he was moved 
with compaſſion, and looſed him, and forgave him 
all: e ſooner had this favour been done to him 
by his Lozv, but, going forth, he meets his fellow. 
ſervant, who owed him a ſmall, inconſiderable debt, 
an hundred pence ; he lays hands on him, and takes 


SERM. 
Sen. 


him by the throat, and roundly ds: payment 


of him: he falls down. at his feet, and uſeth the ſame 
form of ſupplication that he had uſed to his Loxo ; 
but he rejects his requeſt, and puts him in priſon. 


Now what faith the Lok p to him? ver. 32, 33, 34. 


O thou wicked ſervant, I forgave thee all- that 
9 Aare becauſe thou deſiredſt me. Shouldeſt not 
e thou alſo have had compaſſion on thy fellow - ſer· 
Dun even as I had pity on thee? And his Lonb 
% was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, 
<< till he ſhould: pay all that was due unto him.“ 
Now What application doth our Sa vioux make of 


this ? ver. 38. So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Fa · 


ther do alſo unto you, if ye from your hearts fy 
« give not every one his brother their treſpaſſes,” 


erful motive and argument to us to-forgive oth 


The. greateſt: injuries that we can ſuffer from men, 
i me compare them. to the ſins that we commit 4 


= | ther in weight nor number; hone bus ac.an hw 
Ard pence to ten thouſand talents.” If we would be 


ns great 3 many injuries z though e eee 
W doth to us; 


5 * 


* ” .-Gop's readineſs to forgive us ſhould be a pow- | 


ke Gop, we e ſhould ae, the greateſt injuries 3 


36 o5 4 
one ; rreſſion and fin,” cl 85 
Ex. Xxxiv. 5 Ila. = 77 ke will have mercy, he dee 
| « will abundantly pardon.” . We would not have 
Gop only to forgive us ſeven times, but ſoncnty; | 
times ſeven, as often as. we. offend Ams ſo . 
we forgive our brother. : 
And N 2 this a c 
Gov i is “ ready to forgive us, Neh. ix. 17, And. 
we ſhould do it heartily, not only in word, when 
we retzin malice in our hearts, and while we ſay we:  - 
forgive, carry on a ſecret deſign in our hearts of re-. 
venging our ſelves when we have opportunity : but 
ve ſhould from our hearts forgive every one; foro, 
Gop doth to us, who when he forgives. us, cafts- 
our iniquities behind his back, and throws them 
& into the bottom of the ſea, and blots out . 
<« preſſion, ſo as to remember our iniquity no more. 
If we do not thus, every time we put up . 
petition to Goh, ? forgive us our treſpaſſes, as ve 
1 * forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us, we do not 
of pray for mercy, but for judgment; we N his. 5 
/ Vrath, and do not put up a prayer, but a dreadful . 
r- imprecation againſt our ſelves z we. pronounce the 
- i fintence of our own condemnation, and ene © 
„Cod not to forgive us. 2 
Uſe. 4. If the mercy. of Gop be c gen un 
may comfort us againſt deſpair. - Sinners are apt to 
be dejected, when they conſider. their unworthineſs, 
| the nature and number of their ſins, and the maß 
heavy aggravations of them; they are apt to ſay, 5 3 
with Cain, that their ſin is greater than can be for- 
* given.” But do not look only upon thy fins, but 
upon. Ks of Gop. Thou canſt not be too 
ſenſible of the evil of ſin, and of the deſert of it; 
buy es nn our HON we muſt e 
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er bur phy Gen confider 415 "he u 5 
tude of Gopꝰs tender merces: we have been great 
finners, and Gop is of great mercy ; we have mul- 
 Eplied' our provecations, and he multiplies to pardon, 

Do but thou put thy ſelf in à capacity of mercy, 
wa xenting of thy fins, and forſaking of them, and 
_thow haſt no reaſon to doubt but the mercy of Goy 
will receive thee; If we confeſs our fins, he ij; 
® merciful and faithfut to forgive them. If we had 
offended man, as we have done Gob, we might 
deſpair of pardon; dur it is Gov, and not man, 
chat we have to deal with : and his ways are not 
= our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts: 
<. but as the e eee ſo 
_ are. Ms ways above” our ways, : un N choughts 
4 above our thoughts.“ 

* We cannot be more injurious 10 wb chan by 
12 of him, as if fury were in him, and, 
_ when we have provoked him, he were not to de ap- 
penſed and reconciled to us. We diſparage the good- 
neſs and trutfi of Gop, when ve diſtruſt thoſe gra- 
Gous declarations which he has made” of his mercy 
| and goodneſs ; if we do not think that he dorh 
heartily pity and compaſſionate ſinners; and really de- 
fire their happineſs. Doth not he condeſtend fo low 
as to repreſent himſelf afflited' for the miſeries of 
men, and to rejoice in the conyerfion of x finer? 
and ſhall not we believe that he is in good earneſt? 
Doth Cunts weep over impenitent' ſinners, becauſe 
e they will not know tlie things of their peace? 
and canft thou think he will not pardon thee, upon 
chy repentance? Is he grieved tliat men will undo 
chemſelves, and will not be ſæved? and canft thou 
| e orgive'? We cannot ho- 


your 2d 425 0 Wig more, tha ahi — #2 
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“ verſaries, 


aght opinion of. # hi rden nd rt we ferry 2 
11. it is fd, what. 8 + Gop rakes'p bs” Angie 5 


enkel thou: doſt b ts 
T0 's mercy, thou haſt no reaſon to 


2 of it ; 2. he that thinks that his ſins are 
more, or greater than the mercy of Gon can pedo, 
roaſt mint chas. there may, hs ware war dg ene | 


8 10. 3 10 


Uſe 5. By: way ok canton; nit eee 


ous ſinner. ; If there be amp that" treſpaſs upon the 


goodneſs of Gon, and preſume to encourage them. 
ſelves in fin, upon the hopes of his mercy ; let ſuch 
know, that Gon is juſt, as well as merciful. Aged | 
of all mercy:is an idol, ſuch a god as men ſet up ii 
their own imaginations but not the true Gop, 
whom the es deſcribe. To ſuch eden 


ſeripture deſoribes him after another manner; Nah: 35 
1. 2. 55  Gop:1 18 TY Os 


3\the Lann neagrch, and 
* furious; oe ile take vengeance on his ad · 
and reſerveth men foo ee 777 
any man abuſe the mercy df Gon, to ( the ſtrengths 
ening of himſelf in his on wickedneſs, and bleſs 
© himſelf-in his heart, ſaying,” 1 ſhall have peace; 
though Ir walk” in the imagination of mine heart, 
and add — to Coſy the Logp will 


3608 


he - Swine 


BB M, ee jealiſyfall dsds ces un 
— al che curſes that are written in this book ſhall 
1 lye upon him, and the Lonp will blot out hi 


name from under heaven, Deut. xxix. 19, 20. 
Thoug h it be the nature of Gop to de cl 


yet: the — 5 of his mercy is regulated by his wif- 


dom; he will not be merciful to thoſe that deſpiſe 


: his mercy, to thoſe that abuſe it, to thoſe that are 


are prepated: to receive it; Iſa. lv. 7. © Let the wick- 


reſolved to go on in their ſins to tempt his mercy,and 
make bold to ſay, Let us ſin, that grace may a 


hound. Gop deſigns his mercy for thoſe that 


10 thoughts, add gm: unee the Logo, and he vil 


io have mercy, and to our Gop, for he will abun- 


5+ dantly pardon. The mercy of Gop is an enemy 


N ug as well as. his juſtice z and it is no where of- 
fered to countenance fin, but to convert the ſinner; 
and is not 1 cy, 


tended to encourage our impenit 


but our repentance. Gop hath no where faid 
he will be merciful to thoſe who, upon ts Games 
his mercy, are-bold with him, and MG offend 
him; but the mercy of the Loxo is upon them 
, that fear him, and keep his covenant, and re- 
te member his commandments to do them. There 


46; is forgiveneſs with him, that he may be feared y” 


but not that he may be deſpiſed and affronted. This 
is to contradict the very end of Gop' s mercy, which 
is, to lead us to repentance, to engage us to leave 


. qur-ſins, not to encourage us to continue in them. 


Take heed then of abuſing the mercy of Gop: 
we cannot provoke. the juſtice of Gop more, than 


by preſuming upon his mercy. - This is the time of 
Gop's mercy; uſe this e ee neg- 


lecteſ £3 * 3 engean 


. mercy of Gov, 


Rom. B. 
125 ann — df . er 


1 not knowing that the goodneſs of Gop leads hg 


<« repentance? And irene up unto thy ſelf wrath 

« againſt the day of wrath, and the tevelation of 
. « the righteous judgment of 'Gop ?** Naw is the 
manifeſtation of Gop's mercy; but there is a time a 
coming, when the righteous judgment of Gop will 
be revealed againſt thoſe who abuſe his mercy; © not 
« knowing that the s of Gop leadeth to re- 
« pentance. To think tine the goodneſs of Gop 
was intended for any other end than to take us off | 
from fin, is a-groſs and affected ignorance that will 
ruin us; and they who draw any conclufion from the 
mercy of God, which may harden them in their fins, 
they are ſuch as the prophet ſpeaks of, If, xxvii. · T f. 
% A people of no underſtanding ; therefore he that 
made them will not have mercy on them; and he 
that formed them will ſhew them no favour." 
Mercy itſelf will rejoice in the ruin of thoſe that abuſe 
it, and it will aggravate their condemnation. There 
is no perſon towards whom Gop will be more ſevere - 
ly juſt; than towards ſuch. The juſtice of Gov, 
exaſperated and ſet on by his injured and abuſed mer · 
cy, like a razor ſet in oil, will have the keener edge, 
and be the arper for it's ſmoothneſs. Thoſe that 


made the mercy of Gop their enemy, muſt er- 
ey the vorſt his Jaltice © can do e . PE 
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ctions of the ancient prophets, and.of he 
ape Jes of our Lon p and Savious, .c ncern 

3 general judgment of the world, which by cate 
perhaps, by the apoſtles themſelves) had been thought 
to be very near, and that it would preſently follow 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; bur he tells them, that 


5 before that, there would ariſe a certain ſoct, _ 


of men, that would deride-the expectat 
ture judgment, deſigning, probably, the Car 


dans (a branch of that large ſect of the 2 


of whom St. Auſtin expreſly ſays, that they denied 

the reſurrection, and, conſequentiy, a future judgment; 
Theſe St. Peter calls ſcoffers, ver. ii. 4. Knowing 
<< this firſt, that there ſhall come in the laſt days 
< ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts, and ſaying, 

* where is the promiſe of his coming? The word 
: is meryſex la, which ſignifies a declaration in general, 
whether it be by way of promiſe, or threatening. 


What is become of that declaration rg ſo fre- 


* * the goſpel, | 
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cept only that men die, and one generation 


3 all things continue as they were fromthe = 
« creation of the world; that is; the world con- 
rinues ſtill as ir was from the beginning, and thi 


no ſign of any ſuch change and alteration as 9 5 


told. TO this kranſiere ce _ * cen} 
be wits, rr preat ignorance, bock of che 


condition of the world, and of the nature of Gum. 


They eee e — 


4%; ape: the creation of _—_ when 


2 & , » | 
* *s 


ad — — 4 
—— was no ways ineredible And 
han ag 1 


perfection of the divine 
nally the ſame, axtoufitd: years, and one < 


n N — a word ſome Foe? 


mange an end; ver. 8. Be not ignorant af 
*chis-one ding, chat mam 


« ay.“ „Tha Wm was a common” 


ſaying | 
among the Jews, to ſignify; "that" to the eternity of 


Gon, not REA . 0 
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SERM, hut as yeſterday, ben ia d ö 


in ihe night, And the fon of Sirach likewiſe, 
| Ecelys. xviii. 10. © As a drop of water to the f 
« and as a grain of ſand to the ſea-ſhore, ſo are: 
thouſand years to the days of eternity. The like 
expreſſion. we meet with in heathen writers; to the 

5 * god's no time is long, faith Pythagoras: And 
5 EG Plutarch, the whole ſpace of a man's life, to the 


— 


of the flownefs of the divine vengeance, (the very 


an indiviſible point to an infinite duration.“ And 
therefore, when the judgment is to be eternal,” the 


an objeftion of no force, againſt either the certainty, 
or the terror of it; for, to eternity, all time is equal- 


of finners begins, if it ſhall never have an end. 


of a future judgment, and the coming of it, though 


therefore he gives ſuch an account of it, as doth not 
1 the truth and faithfulneſs of Gop, 
W en argument: and+demonfiration- ef tn 
= goodneſs. , Admitting what they ſaid to be true, 
= mat goo; delays. judgment for a great while, yet 
1 this gives no ground to conclude that judgment will 
= never be; but it ſhews che great goodneſs of Gon 


day, r comes, and eſcape that 


ing his promiſes”: that +" 


4 


* gods,is-as nothing. And in his excellent diſcourſe 


| St. e heep-upond dwleath this paler 
5 that a thouſand, or ten thouſand years, are but a 


delay of it, though it were for a thouſand years, is 


ly ſhort; and it matters not when the puniſhment 
2. But becauſe the eee 
it be nothing to God, yet it ſeemed long to them: 


W ee as x" 


to ſinners, that he gives them ſo long a ſpace of re. 
| ; hae 6 hep may proventehs terros of tht 


1 | ruin, . which will certainly overtake, ſooner-or later; 
—_— nn rage 2 ů 


bd wad > > m@a© ae  ,.. 
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ea 
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the en of ae, were an e e it and 4 
lay of puniſhment; and an- ill interpret; tion 
them, and delays judgment, on purpoſe to give 


40 ; 18 long· ſuffering tO: us-ward, not willing that any: = 


r K NAFLE 


| here foretold by the apoſtle, argued, that becauſe 
our Logp delayeth his coming to judgment ſo long, 
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never come. This is a falſe nenn the de- 
of the 
ee of 'God to ſinners, who bears long with 


men time to repent, and, by repentance, Ie bs 
their own eternal ruin; . God is not ſlack: „ 
ing his promiſe, as ſome men count flackneſs ana 


« ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould: come-to-repen«: | 

5 tance,” in ide andi theſe-y 'ords, I ſhall do. 

theſe three things: xv OW 
Firſt; I ſhall conſider the 8 and long-ſuffers 


ing of Govp, as it is an attribute and perfection of 
the divine nature; Gop is long: ſuffering to 


9a. --- a ; 


Sead Bien Mee, e 
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aden 


fi 


and the delay of judgment, is no juſt ground why 


ſinners - ſhould hope for impunuy,, as the ſcoffers, 


ſecreforeng would never come;**Gov'is not ſlack cons: | 

** cerning his promiſe, as ſome men count flackneſs,'* 

Thins: I will conſider the true reaſon of Go 
long · ſuffering towards. mankind; which 


the apoſtle. here gives; he is rie 


ward, eee ee ſhould periſh, 2 
Fit, 1 conlide the patience and long fer. - 


ng of Gov — mankind, as it is an attribute 


ion of the divine nature; Gos is 1 


2 kuſfering de decade "7 lo: A of this, | 
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— of Gov.» 950 e 5 „ 
II. That this is a 8 — Hines nature. 
III. L ſnall give fome proof and demonſtration of 
r Jang huering of Gov wo 


; 


= „de Hebrew og . eee 
ger long, or that is long before he is angry. In the 
nem mene i is ſometimes expreſſed by the word 
ee, which ſignifies Gop's forbearance, and pa- 
tient waiting for our repentance z ſometimes. by the 
word N. which ſignifies Gov? s holding in his 
wrath, | and refiraining himſelf from puniſhing ; and 
mes by je ia, which ſignifies the extent 
4 his patience, Waden attetings? and forbearing 
for a long time the puniſhment due to ſinnerss. 
| 2 —— Unipladuriago fe 
_ nefs; in; or F » men 
1 fins'y the deferring of deſerve pu 
niſhment in whole, or in part, which, if it be ex- 
_ _—_ 2 mg it ee his ee 


* 


 ingfte — of —— in. 
tante of Gov's patience; ſo that the patience of 
. Gop takes in all har ſpace of repentance which Go 
© | ag —— 
ments and afflictions which befal ſinmers in this life, 
audi are ſhorr of cutting them off, and turning chem 
into hell, eee e ee eee 
erf 1 r Gop . . 5 
4 os A 


to it. It is a principal oodneſs, _ 
which is the higheſt and moſt glorious perfection of 


e make all his glory to paſs. 


/ 9 ; av 
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« becauſe 1 not. "x proce fo the- 
Ild Thing 1 propoſed; which was to ſhew, ; that 
patience is a perfection of the divine natüre. 5 
It is not neceſſarily due to us, but it is aA to the 
perfo&ion of the divine nature, and efſentially belongs 
branch of Gob' t 


all other; and therefore wealways find it in ſeripture, 
in the company of Gop's milder and ſweeter attri- 
butes. When Gov would give the moſt perfect de- 
ſcription of himſelf, and, as he ſays, to Moſes, 
before us; he uſually 
does .it by thoſe attributes which declare his good- 
neſs ; and patien 
xxxiv.'6. © The Eoty paſſed by before Moſes, and 


* proclaimed, The Long, the Loky God, merei- 


ful and gracious, long-ſufferings, and abundant in 
&« goddneſs and truth. Pal; NXNVI. ts But 
« thou, O Lens, art a Gp fall of compafnen, and 
« gracious, long-ſuffering, and plefſteous in mercy 


and truth. Pſal. elfi. 8. The Tory is merciful 
| © and gracious, ſl0 / td anger, And Plefitcous in ther- | 
« oy.” And "the fates: you find Fal. _ 8. + =o 


nab iy, 2. Laps Ur. 13. 4 ara ae e Peng ; ? 4 * Ai 1 2 
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« the gülley, Ex, lv. 7. 


in the laſt place; a ae 800d 5 


neſs, and me And patience are ts. firſt and Pri- 

—— and it is only when theſs fat 1 

love ns effect upon us, bue ars ated by u: to the 

ene of Gu Laws im an Apen —_ 

_ hats taken fla? 20171 We 
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poodheſs, 


e is always one of them, Exod, 
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bear and to reſtrain our anger; 
paſlion is impotency and folly, but patience is power 


„ viſdom; Prov. xiv. 29. He that is flow to 


<< wrath, is of great underſtanding ; but he that is 


_ # haſty of ſpirit exalteth folly ;'? Prov. xvi. 32. 


He that is ſlow to anger, is better than the migh- 
5 ty; and he that ruleth his ſpirit, than he that 
5 taketh a city.” Rom. xii. 21. Be not over · 
« come of evil, but overcome evil With good. N 
bei impatient is to be overcome, but to forbear anger 
and revenge is victory. Patience is an argument 
of great power and command of our ſelves; and 
therefore Gop himſelf, who is the moſt poyerful 
being, is flow to anger, and of infinite patience , 
and nothing doth more declare the power of Gop, 
than his patience; that when he is provoked by ſuch 
vile and deſſ picable creatures as we are, he can with- 
hold his ay from deſtroying us. This is the ar- 
gument which Moſes uſeth, Numb. xiv. 17, 18. 
that the power of Gop doth. ſo eminently appear in 
. „ And now, I beſeech thee, let the 
power of my Lon p be great, according as thou 


* haſt ſpoken, faying, the Loxp is gracious, and 


* Jlong-ſuffering.”” And yet power, where it is not 


4 reſtrained by wiſdom and goodneſs,” is a great tem · 


ptation to anger; becauſe where there is power, there 
is ſomething to back. | it, and make it good. And 
therefore the pſalmiſt doth recommend and ſet off 
the patience of Gop, from the conſideration of his 
power; Pſal. vii. 11. Gop is ſtrong, and p patient; 
“ Gop is provoked. romaine Gop is ſtrong, 
2 ee Patient's 98s” he is ee eee 


jalouſy, 27 i we : were. —— r — 


eblrved by he fon of Srach, Eccha.x. 18. «Pride 
at 3 2 : 


«© was not made for man, nor furioti 
% him that is born of a eat $o-that,an 
ger and impatience is every where 
where there is power, impat 

a thing too mean for omnipotency; and where there 
wants power, ORs above. mee 2 
weak and ir potent 
there is Du anger is, 


purpoſe. 'S chat Patience i is ev 
GW; W in wn primes man. 


T6 How mendeal —— 

y offend and prov I 

with Our iche ies, as the ex | 

If, xliti, 24. « tho haſ made we to ferve "ich thy 

Every fin char we commit. — to che diving 
empt of his authority: by de 


ing ſubmiſtion: wo his — we queſtion his omnipre>. © . 


ſence, and ſay, doth Gon ſee? and is there know 
e the moſt WE on — acknowledge: 


noe Goy patient, when *.the whole "ak 42 
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ce 4s) below ity: — 
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; 2255 in wickedneſs,” — <* the pag is averſ 
— « with violence, and “ is full of the habitations of 
$ cruelty ?*” when he who is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, and is ſo highly offended at 
the fins of men, hath yet the patience to look upon 
. e them that deal treacherouſly, and to hold his 
| * peace ? when the wicked perſecutes and de- 
e vours the man that is more righteous than he?” 
wheneven that part of the world, which profeſſeth the 
name of Gop and Cxrrsr, do, by their vile and a · 
bominable lives, * blaſpheme that e and _—_ 
n iereby they are called??? 
Erery moment Gop hath greater nes done to 
um, and more affronts put upon him, chan were 
ever offered to all the ſons of men: and, f | 
vocations are trials of p. 


| are eum and fo heinous for if deere 
riſe according to the dignity: of the perſon injured, 
and the meanneſs of him that doth the injury, then 
no offences are o great as thoſe that are committed 
by men againſt Gop, no affronts like to thoſe which Ml * 
afs Ares to the divine ee continual pro- t 
k us creatures. And is not this an ar- r. 
patience; that the glorious majeſ- , 

bear — wer a 

el 

kin? tha be whois eur great enefaftor th 10 
3 affronts "tho ws depend up cc 
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th 
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n 0 rere e hell, wich all che nations than 
s  % forges San i exche gate 
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juſtic en | 
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ricorious cauſe we s judgments.” To this 
— with ſevere puniſhments, 
that the dread of them may make us afraid to of- 


us. over, Rue: 8 epe 
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po his Nlownels to rath, after he manner o men. 
he is repreſented as keeping ade ay. tht he 
may not be tempted to deſtro us :Exad; * 
2, 3. where he tells Moſes that ſend an 
py angel before denz dee enen in che - 
« midſt of thee, leſt 1 conſume, hes in her,... 
When Daniel prayed for the d \ 

ple of Hrael out of Nr 


7 re @ vw = © Q. 


of their deliverance. 


and en. buy — affction, he. 7 
takes time to do it; he pallhby. ;provocatis 
ons, and waits long in *Xpeciation,ys | 

pentance, we will prevent his agnes 
* ened and heard, (ſaith Gop in the prophet. 


4 
bs. 
WY 


® = 


A 


ah) but they ſpake go right: no man ra d ; CE 
him of his wickedneſs; ſaying, what have I dene 
He is repreſented as waiting;and liſtening, to hear 
Tang peniteng; wand would pvp: from — 9 
ee to conſider what 1 hath. Hoe and 5 
face: eee ee "For this | 5 
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6 9 When We Bote this wk; he db it 
ith much reluctance: Hoſea xi. 8. << How ſhall 
„ give thee up, Ephraim? how ſhall I deliver | 
«thee; Hrael? mine heart is turned within me, and 
« my 1 are kindled together.“ He is re. 
many eſſays and offers before 

rende 46 k: Eil cvi. 26. Many a time lifted 

* he up his hand in the wilderneſs to deſtroy them.“ 

He made as if he would do it, and let fall his hand 

* Dan, * he could nof find in his heart to be ſo 
5 rithholds his judgments till he is wea- 
ry of bekhng in, as the expreſſion i is Jer. vi. 11. til 

he ean forbear no longer; Jer. xliv. 22. So that 

« the Loxp coul no longer bear; becauſe of the 
« evil of your dings, and becauſe of the abormina 

* tions which ye have committed.“ 

(à.) Gop is cafily prevailed upon not ws putt 
When he ſeemed reſolved upon it, to deſtroy the 
murmuring Iſraelites, yet how often, at the inter- 
eeſſion of Moſes, did he turn away his wrath ? That 
he will accept of very lo terms to ſpare a very wick- 
ed people, appears by the inſtance of Sodom, where, 

hoes had been but ten righteous perſbns, he would 
not have deftroyed them for the ten's ſake. Yea, 

when His truth ſeemed to Wave been pawned, (at 
leaſt in the apprehenſion of his prophet) yet even 
then repentance” took him off, as in the cat uf Ne. 
neveh. Nay, how glad is he to be thus prevented 
with what joy does he telf the prophet the news of 

Alab's humiliation! . Seeft thou how Akab hum- 

4 bleth himſelf ? Becauſe he kambleck hinnſelf, 1 wil 

not bring the eri in his drs.“ TE 

b- 7 When he” ,mfherk;” 9 

oh | rigor 


* 8 7 K E 


E SS. 


TS 8 


4 + ; 
om 


zor? 


” Ig 
\ 
* 


« ug after our fins, nor rewarded us according to 


2 our iniquities, nor ſo much as he can. He doth 


not let looſe the fierceneſs of his anger, nor pour 
forth all his wrath, Pſal. Ixxviii. 38. being full 


« of compaſſion, he forgave their iniquity, and de- 


«+ ſtroyed them not; yea, many a time turned he 


« his anger away, and did not ftir up all his wrath.” * 


(6.) After he hath begun to puniſh, and is 
ed in the work, he is not hard to be taken off. 


3823 
rigorouſly, a —— not ſo much as we SERM. 
deſerve; Pfal. cili. 10. = He hath not dealt with ES 


*. 


is a famous inſtance of this, 2 Sam. xxiv. when — 


had ſent three days peſtilence upon Hrael, for David's 

fin in numbering the people, and, at the end of the 
third day, the angel of the Loxp had ſtretched forth 
his hand over Jeruſalem; to deſtroy it; upon the 
prayer of David, it is ſaid, that © the Loxp repent- 
« ed of the evil, and faid to the angel that deſtroy- 
* ed, It is enough; ſtay now thine hand.“ Nay, 
ſo ready is Gop to be taken off from this work, that 


he ſets a high value upon thoſe who ſtand in the gap to 


turn away his wrath ; Numb. xxv. 11, 12, 13. Phi- 
„ nehas os ſon of Eleazar, the ſon of Aaron the prieſt, 


* hath turned my wrath away from the children'of 
Iſrael (While he was zealous for my fake ameng 
them) that I conſumed not the children of Iſrael 
in my jealouſy. Wherefore ſay, Behold, I give un- 


to him my covenant of peace. And he ſhalt have 


« it, and his ſeed after him even the covertint of an 


* everlaſting prieſthood ; becauſe he was zealous for 


* of Iſrael.” That which Gop values in this action 
of Phinehas, next to his zeal for him, is, that he 


„ 1 | 5 | ; + % ; | 
| * his Gop, and made an atonement for the children 


turned away his wrath, and e ee n 15 


for the children of Iſrael. a 
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3624 . 'The patience of Gov. | 
2 4 5. And laſtly, . The patience of Gop will yet py 

fer with farther advantage, if we <A ing ſome 
eminent and remarkable inſtances of it; which are 

ſo much the more conſiderable, becauſe they are in- 

ſtances not only of Gop's patience extended to a long 

1 time, but to à great many perſons... The long: ſuf: 
9 fering of Gop waitcd in the days of Noah upon the 
ho whole world, as, is probably conjectured, for the 
ſpace of an hundred and twenty years. Go bore 

with the people of Iſrael in the wilderneſs, after they 

| had tempted him ten times, for the ſpace of forty 

rs Acts xiii. 18. And about the time of for- 

e ty years ſuffered he their manners in the wilder- 

neſs.“ And this inſtance of Gop's patience wil 

"he; the more remarkable, if we compare it with the 

great impatience of that people; if they did but want 
fleſh or water, they were out of patience with Gop; 
when Moſes was in the mount with Gon but forty 
days, they preſently fall to make new gods; they 
had not the patience of forty days, and yet Gon 
bore their manners forty years, Gop had- ſpared 
Nineveh for ſome ages; and when his patience was 

even expired, and he ſeems to have paſt a final ſen- 
tence upon it, yet he grants a reprieve for forty days, 
that they might ſue out their pardon in that time; 
and they did ſo; they turned from their evil ways, 

e and Gop turned from the evil he faid he would do 

5 them, and he did it not.“ 

But the moſt remarkable inſtance of God 's i 

| faffering i is to the Jews, if we conſider it with all the 
circumſtances of it; after they had rejected the Son 
of Gon, notwithitanding the purity of his doctrine, 

ff and the power of his miracles ; after they had unjuſt- 

ww ly condemned, and cruelly © murdered the Lonp of 

1 „ life,” yet the patience of Gap ne the ruin of 0 

that people forty yur, * ' k 


T, he fatheice of Gop. 362 5 


| Beſides all theſe, there are many inſtances of Gon's OEM. 


patience to Particular perſons: but it were endleſs — 


to enumerate theſe; every one of us may be an » 
inſtance to our ſelves of Gop's long-ſuffering. 
I ſhall only add, as a farther advantage to ſet off 


the patience of Gop to ſinners, that his forbearance 


is ſo great, that he hath been complained of for it 
by his own ſervants. - Job, who was ſo patient a man 
himſelf, thought much at it; Job xxi. 7, 8. Where 
« fore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty 


e in power? Their ſeed is eſtabliſhed; in their ſight 
with them, and their offspring before their eyes. 


Jonah challengeth Gop for it, chap. iv. 2. Was 5 
« not this my ſaying, when I was yet in my coun- 3 
te try? and therefore I fled · before unto Tarſhiſ n 


4 for I know that thou art a gracious Gop, and mer- 
« ciful, ſlow to anger, &c. Jonah had obſerved 


Gov to be ſo prone to this, that he was loth to- hoe 
ſent upon his meſſage, leſt Gop- ſhould diſcredit his 
prophet, in not. being ſo good (hall 1 tay) = oe: | 


as his word. 


I have 8. 0 the fiſt thing Ipropaſed'r to o penn | 
to, viz. The great p tience and DIY of 
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We Lon i ber Heat concerning bis REN (a 


ne men- count flackneſs.) but is long-ſuſfering to us: 
wund, nat willing that any nnn t that 


ler pen ee * | 


bg 


I 


SERM. 
CXLIX. 


as into ai wes; in 11 
nee ue T propoſed to de theſe three 


5 Firſt, — the patience and Jong-fuffering 
oß Gon, as it is an attribute and perfection of the di- 
Wu ov is long: ſuffering to us - Ward. 
to ſhew, that the patience of Gop, and 
che dela 22 is no juſt groun 


e 8 


tience and i long-fuffering towards mankind z ** He 


„ is long ſuff 
„ < ſhould periſh, 
© cance.”*: I have already ſpoken to the 


Firſt of theſe, namely, the patience and long-ſuf- G 
fering of Gop, as it is an attribute and perfection of 


the divine nature. I proceed now to the 


Second thing I propoſed, namely, to ie, 
6969 NOS is 


* 


8 Long * Gop is not. 


ering to us-ward ; not willing that any . 
but that all ſhould come to repen- 


nne. 


er . . & 
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: The potience of Gay - 26% 
no juſt ground why ſinners ſhould. hope for umpunic $EBMy © 
i; * Gop ig nor. lack cop ung = 
« ſome men count ſlackneſs 8 5! "IO 
fers, here mentioned by the apoſtle, did. 
and maliciouſly. reaſon, that becauſe 
lyed his coming to judgme 


* | would never come. 1 ee fs FF 7 ar f ; 
here was, indeed ſune rerence for this object 5 
becauſe the Chriſfians did generally apprehend. chat 
4 the day of j judgment Was very near, and that add 
4 immediately LH He. deſtruct | 23 
andi it forms, che di iples, th F 05, were; of — 
. perſuaſion before our Saviour” $ death; when-ous' 
$aviovs diſcourſing to them of che deſtruction of 4 


the temple, the 1 — es pro, queſtions to * 
Matt. xiv, 3. And as he fat upon. the mount. of 
« Olives, the diſciples came unto him privately, ya 
ing, Tell us when ſhall theſe rhings be; and 
. ſhall be the ſign of thy 8 ming, and of the end of © | 5 
FF. the world? When ſh eee ae 8 4 


fore, viz. uction of Jerul and the 
bien f d. fe emple 3. that o lainly the .meany 
of the firſt queſfion; to which, they ſubyai 
. 55 
45 to judgment. Land of ths end. of the world 5 
which, in alf probability, . tg. the forms, | 
becauſe they uppoſed that the 
follow the 7 and therefore tl 
ſerve them, both: and it appe 2 


en: 


- 


| 3648 HOG Ne Patience of Gon. 

5 ERM RM. arid likewiſe to wean their affections from this mod, 
ä ao they chought to be ſo near an end. 

One thing, indeed, our Saviouk ſays, which 
(had they not been prepoſſeſſed | with another opini: 
on) does ſufficiently | intimate, that there might be z 
| | conſiderable ſpace of time betwixt the deſtruction of 

EE Jeruſalem and the day of judgment; and this we 
| ind only in St. Luke, chap. xxi. 24. where, ſpeaking 
of the miſeries and calamities that ſhould come upon 
_ the Jews, he ſays,” * They ſhall fall by the edge of 
RD the Hon, and be carried into captivity into all 
| "_ and Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden down of 
l «te Gentiles, until the time of the Gentiles be ful- 
[ 46" filled,” So that here were a great many events 
L fotetold, 'betwixt the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and 
LE the end of the world, the accompliſhment whereof 
' might take up a great deal of time, as appears by 
| the event of things; Jeruſalem being at this day fil 
trodden down by the Gentiles, and the Jews ſtill con. 
tinuing diſperſed over the world: but the diſciples 
it ſeems, did not much mind this, being carried . 
way with a prejudicate conceit, that the end of the 
world would happen before the end of that age; i 
which they were much confirmed by what our Sar 

vioun, after his reſurrection, ſaid of St. John, up 
cafion of Peter's queſtion concerning him; Ieh 

Ni. 21, 22. Lonp, what ſhall this man do! 

hs Insvs ſaith unto him, if I will that he tarry till 1 

come, what is that to thee?” Upon which words 
of our Saviovs concerning him, St. John himſelf 

adds, ver. 23. „ Then went this ſaying abroad + 
* mn mon the brethren, char char diſciple ſhould not 

« die; that is, that he ſhould live till the coming 

ef our Lon, and then be taken up wich him into 
wen; from all which they * (as they 
wy thought) 


a. 
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before the end of that age, whilſt St. John (= 


3620 


;ht) concluded, that the day of judgment would 8 E R RI. 


— | 


Was alive: but St. John, who writ. laſt of Mes: Yao! 


ea WY miſtake, "which. was current among the Chri 


of ſo he takes care to rectify ir, telling us, that 1 708 
de ſaid not, he ſhould not die ; but if I will that he 


ch vangeliſts (as Eusebius tells ny 158. lived till alter ihe | 


n tarry till I come, what is that to thee? He tells 
on us, that our Saviour did not affirm that he ſhould 
ol not die; but, to repreſs St. Peter's curioſity, he ſays, 
o « If it were my pleaſure that he ſhould'not die ar 
3 4 


5 all, but live till ] come to judgment, what is that 


80 
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this third chapter, which ſeems to be a new epiſtle 


2 A 


oP. 


this the ſcoffers twitted them with in that 


Bo 


the time fixed for Cnx1s7's coming to 


till after that time. St. Peter, indeed, did not live 
ſo long; and cherefore Grotius thinks that this epi · 
{tle was writ by Simeon, or Simon, who was ſucceſ- 


bved to die ume of Tran. 925 
L have been the longer in e e 


by itſelf) takes notice of this miſtake, about the near- 


* Where is the promiſe of his coming? Therefore 


for of St. James in the biſhoprick of, Jeruſalem, and | 


tar we might underſtand where, che ground and 


*. 5 . : "gp 8 


* to thee And St. Peter likewiſe (or whoever | 
was the author of this ſecond epiſtle, or at leaſt of 


nes of the day of judgment, as that which gaye oo. 
fl caſion to theſe ſcoffers to deride the expedtation of a 
ON- future judgy ent among the Chriſtians, becauſe they 
les, had been already pes 4 about the time of it; and 


ö in the learned Grotius oonjectures very probably, that 
Sa- Wl this laſt epiſtle (contained in the third chapter) Was | 
up- Wl written after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which was 


and therefore there could be ng ground the this Got | 


ä 
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8 


E , i wat ich aches,” 

But herein they” argued very fly, 
| Seren hall poſitively and dba be 
rue d Amd c: N far ws e from | 
11 "char he dad pa old his diſciples that the 
| 0 to himſelf, ch he had not imparted 
to any, 105, per ie e bh ihre, nor to the 
So hirſelf; Mark All. 32, 33. 4 But of that dy 


and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
_ 6 '\which are in heaven, neither the Son; but the Fa- 
cker. Take ye heed, watch and pray; for ye know 
We not when hs time is.“ So that If they preſumed 
male any conjectures about the time when the 
0 u ep fl ese would be, they did it without any 
warrant from our Eory!: it was great preſumption | 
in them to determine the time of it, when our S4- 

| — fo expfeſly” tokd them that the Father 
had reſerved” thus as 4 ſecret, which he had never 
municated eo any, 3 e- 
But cher 
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= LE H= for all tharz and the delay of it was 
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_— _ = long wee co dee wo TP, s 


ſuffering of our Lr — 25 
© our belove | brother Pull fo, 2cording” de e 7 | þ 
* wiſdom give) uned hin, hath unteren ufte z —w£ | 
42 bur the fſe and. check ef chem ie, wit. | 


« We to o repentance?” Go 4 
and merciful deſign in his patience t6\finners : fe is 
good, that he may male us to, and that **his good - 
5 * neſs rer ,d, to repentan e. He defers puniſh- 
pu t he may give nen tit 
berhink 8 En to return to 4 better mind: 
* he winks ar che ans of man, dat ef man re- | 
4 pent, ſays the ſon of Suach. The patier | * oY 
Orp ame n mie cure and recovery: of thoſe who "ave 3 
te 7 and reſolutely e n * ee 8 i 
© This. the primary end and intention of G0 
to ſianers; . | 


17 T dur 


< * 4 4 i ö 3 


ze | . patience of 30D. „ 
SARA and impenitency; he hath _ 4 
Wenner tf dich he will It infallitly attain: he will hereby. glorify 
che riches of his mercy, and vindicate the righteouſ. 
. neſ$ of his juſtice : the damned in hell ſhall acknoy- 
ledge, that the patience of Gop was great mercy and 
- goodneſs to them, though they abuſed it ; for Gop 
does not loſe the glory of his 'patience, though we 
E loſe the benefit of it, and he will make it ſubſervient 
cdWdo his Juſtice one way or other. Thoſe great offen- 
ders whom he ſpares, after there are no hopes of 
their amendment, he, many times, makes uſe of, as 
." inſtruments for the puniſhing of others, as **. rods of 
his wrath, for the diſcipline of the world; and 
be often reſerves thoſe — are incorrigibly bad for a 
more remarkable ruin. But, however, they are re- 
- ſerved to the judgment of the great day; and if, 
- after Gop hath exerciſed much patience towards ſin- | 
. ners in this world, he inflicts puni hment on them in 
5 dhe next, it muſt be acknowledged to be moſt juſt; 
for what can he do leſs, than to condemn thoſe who 
would not be ſaved, and to make them nd 
_ _ who'ſo obſtinately refuſed: to be happy? 7 
Before I come to apply this diſcourſe concerning the 
patience and long ſuffering of Go to nee. 1 muſt 
ttemovye an objettion or wo- 
b I. The ſeverity of Gop to ſome "why in this life 
e e e ſinners in the next, ſeems co 
. ie what dect been fad , cerni 
4 tence and long · ſuffering. * ar „ 4 
A far the ſeverity of Gon towards penitent 
- den in che next life, this doth not at all contradiet 


ſuppoſe Aa — a Rr will not 
— * * 1 _ day of warts PR 


100 N 
* 


9 ; po tience o —_— 6 
pe the next world his juſtice and ſeverity wills n. 4 
are place: and therefore the puniſhment of - ſinners womny - 
in another world, after Gon: hath tried them in this 


and expected their repentance, is no ways contraty | 
to his patience and goodneſs, and very agreeable to 
) his wiſdom and juſtice z for it is no part of goodneſs, . 

e to ſee itſelf perpetually abuſed; it is not patience, 2? 
t but ſtupidity and inſenſibleneſs, to endure to be al- 8 

- ways trampled upon, and to bear to have ee 


f and juſt laws for ever deſpiſed and contemned. ©. 
$ _ Andjas for his ſeverity to ſome ſinners in this Wes 

f 25 to Lot's wife, to the Iſraelite that gathered ticks” 

d 
1 


on the ſabbath-day, to Nadab and Abihu, to Uzzah,” 
ro Ananias and Sapphira, and to Herod. Agrippa; 
nin all which inſtances Gon ſeems to have made quick 
WM work, and to have executed judgment ſpeedily: to 
- WH theſe I anſwer, That this ſeverity of Gop to ſome : 
n few, doth rather magnify his patience to the reſt of 
3 mankind ; he may be ſevere to fome ſew, for exams 
0 ple and warning to many, that they may learn to 
e make better uſe of his patience, and not to treſpaſs 
ſo boldly upon it; and, perhaps, he hath exerciſed 
much patience already towards thoſe to hom at laſt 
he is ſo ſevere; as is plain in the caſe of Herod, and 
it may well be ſuppoſed in moſt of the other inſtann ns? 
ces; or elſe the ſin ſo ſyddenly ae puniſhed, 
was very heinous and prefiumptuous 
nd ſpreading: nature. and of dangragus; example. 
Lot's wife ſinned moſt preſumptuouſiy againſt an 
expreſs and: an eaſy command, and vhilſt Gon was 
de 3 extraordinary 


. the — che 'divine Spirit, — the authority of 
tte firſt publiſhers of it, might not be contemned: 
That of Uzzah was upon the return of the ark of 
_ Gop from among the -Philiſtines, that the people 


Ss might not loſe their reverence forit; after it had been | 
Py taken captive. - So that theſe nece ary ies to 


few, in com of thoſe many that are warned 
by them, are rather vs oo bad we 8 b ere 
than objestions againſt it. 
I. It is objected, That «Gov: 4s not defire 
"Mie" ruin of ſinners, but their repentance, whence 
- corhesit to paſs that all are not brought torepentance? 
for who hath reſiſted his will? To this I anſwer, | 
1. That there is no doubt but Gop is able to do 
this. He can, if he pleaſeth, conquer and reclaim 
the maſt obſtinate ſpirits ; he is able out of ** ſtones 
4” to raiſe up children unto Abraham. And ſore, 
times he exerts his omnipotence herein, as in the con- 
verſion of St. Paul, in a kind of violent and irreſiſti- 
dle manner: but he hath no where declared that he 
; will do this'ro all ; and we fee plainly, in experience 
that he does not do it. 5 
2. Gop may very well be fad, 1 byes: hs wil 
ing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
hs * come to repentance, when he does, on his patt, 
. What is fufficierit to that end; and upon this ground 
5 ure © every where repreſents Gop as defiring 
; | of ſinners, and their obedience to his 
bes: Dee. v. 29, O that there were ſuch an 
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| been any thingoriitingon! his part cabas was: Fa oa AR * 


done; And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 


« and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, hetwint mt 
and my vineyard: what could have been do,, 
«* more to my vineyard, that I have not done tu itÞ - 

“ wherefore when I looked that it ſhould bring forth 


$6 


grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? God max 
juſtly look for the fruits of repentance and obedience 
from thoſe to whorr nen, 


e chanand.t Auch H fo, h. HI Ye 
; - : . 
4 . een 
82 e Hh 


3. The true reaſon why' wen do not. 
perth wr ares 


gives of — offi Wks and there 
ſequent upon it. Pſal. IXxxi. 13. O that 


4 * 


1 


e. 
ple had hearkened unto me, and Iſrael had walk - 


ed in my ways B ut my people would not heark-" 
en to my voice, 2 Iſrael would none of me. 
Ezek. XXIili. 11. Why wilt ze die, Ohouſs off 
. © Ge Prov. i. 29, 30,31: That they : 5 
„and did not chuſe the fear of the Ldab. 
#4 TIT EAR. none arrays counſel; — 
q ſpiſed alkmy reproof. Therefore they: ſnall dat of 
the fruit of cheir ern age, and be filled wum 
. en devices.“ The ruin of, ſinners 2 


Y n * 200 my 
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= ing * aid: e provoeations. e a 

ny every one of us take to our ſelves thoſe words, ⁵ „ 
e e eee that we | 

< are notconſumed, becauſe his nr ne fail not.“ 1 
They are 5* renewed every morning. Whenever ; 
we ſin (and © we provoke Gop every day”) it is 
of his?“ patience that we are not deſtroyed :** and 
when we ſin again, chis is a new and greater inſtance 
of Gop's patience. The mercies of Gop' s patience 


N 
| 
are no more to be numbered than our ſins: we may a 
0 
( 


fay with David, How great is the ſum of them? 
The goodneſs of Gov'in ſparing us, is, in ſome re- 

| ſpect, greater than his goodneſs in creating us; be- 
cauſe he hed: no provocation not to o make us, but: we 

| provoke him daily to deſtroy us. 

II. Let us propound the» patience. of e far's 
pattern to our ſelves. 5 ſays, That Gop 
7 ſets forth himſelf in the midſt of the world for our 
s imitation, and propounds to us the example of 

his patience, to teach us not to. men bp 

es haſtily upon one another; > + +7 

AL Let us comply with the defigh of Gente 50 · 

tience and long · ſuffering towards us, which is to 

7 bring us to repentance.” Mea are very apt to 

: abuſe 1 it to a quite contrary. p purpoſe; to the encou- 
raging themſelves in their evil ways. So Solomon 
— Eccl. viii. 11. Becauſe ſentence. againſt 
* an evil work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore 

| « the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them ta 
« do evil: But this is very falſe reaſoning; for the 

e any Gov n ſin, ne as his 


25 8 to convert the ee Rom: . 45 | 
| 3 three whe odneſs, and. 


a 4A qo, BY __ SS ö 12 ba » Fa, — 


the ge 1 0 © 
Patience in Go ſhould 8 repentance in a. £ : Is 


us by Gop to repent and be.ſayed 3 2 Pet. i ill. 15. 5 
„ Account that che long-ſuffering of Cop is falra- 


inferiors upon their ſuperiors, hath ſomething, 3 init 
that is grievous : how much 1 


tience hath waited a long time upon us, not only 
to be thruſt away with contempt,” but to have that 


his: — — am ulice, and 
N nn to wrong ti 


and we ſhould look upon it aa an opportunity 


tion. They that do not improve the patience 
of Gop to their own ſalvation, miſtake the true 


meaning and intent of it. But many are ſo far from wy 5 


making this uſe of it, that they preſume upon it, 
and fin with more courage and confidence becauſe 
of it: but that we may be ſenſible of the danger of 
this, I will offer theſe two or three conſiderations 
1. That nothing is more provoking to Gop, t 
the abuſe of his patience. Gop's patience waits for 
our "repentance z and all long attendance, even f 


voking muſt it be to the great 7 — alter he hath | 
laid out upon us all the riches of his goodneſs and 
long· ſuffering, to have that deſpiſed ? aſter his pa- 


which ſhould be an argument to us to leave our fins, 
abuſed into an encouragement to continue in them; 3 
Gop takes an account of all the days of his patience 
and forbearance z Luke xiii. 7, Behold, theſe t 

| 1 ing fruit on this fig· tree, and 5 


« none: cutit down 3 why cumbereth it the ground??? 
2. Conſider that the patience of Gop will have an 
end, - Though Gon ſuffers long, he will W 
| i rovoke Gon ſo l long, till he gan 


= hopes of our — king 1 dom will. — put 
à period to it; then the patience of his mercy wil 
, Tererinine. How often would I have gathered 
3 and you would not.? therefore your houſe i 
s Teft unto you deſolate. And the patience of 
"Gop*s judgments will x determine; WII 
'&ſhoul; they be ſmitten nigh more 4 — will id oy 
4 mere and more.“ "Fea 
e Mey eee e ul che pet ce 
Sob, as I may fay, grows impenitent, and then 
Gut rum will make haſte, and deſtruction ** will 
come upon us in a moment. If men will no 
come to repentance, the day of che Lozy wil 
* come as a thief in the night, as it follows in the 
nent verſe after the text ; the judgment of Gop wil 
fuddenly furprize thoſe” w ho will not be 1 by his 
7 Conſider hat idtkbog wit baer and ag- 
gravate our ruin, than theabuſe of nc) Het ee 
2 —— TOO patie , His % eh 


it ye will nogide.celinh 


b 1 their — 


= . — 


ben . ay of Go's Patences 2 11 
more inſlame the wrath. and diſpleaſure 
of Gov againſt: us, than his abuſed patience, — 4 
r «qr "a oil, though it 


—— | 


r ene 
pen ce, it will but prepare us e ler- 
ble ruin: after Gop hath kept a long in 5 5 
lia heres 3 9 —— — forch «ih the 


Leit. 2 Xxvi. nd. «6 3 — ll ome 
the Iſrael): walk contrary to me, and if 
ned by all theſe things, I wil 

% puniſh y ah ri ene 6 26. 

« I will Ying 

« according to 
accuſeth ſinners; how: afer a lng — patience, 55 
his mercy comes in againſt us, and, inſtead of ſtay- 8 
ing his hand, adds weight to his blows; Rom. ix. 
22. What if Gop, willing to ſhew his wrath, and 
* to make his power known, endured with much 
6 * long-ſuffering the veſſels of wrath fitted for de- 
* ſtruction?”* They upon whom the patience of 
Goo hath no good effect, are ©. veſſels of wrath, pre- 
Fe fitted for deſtruction. If ever G '* 
4 y his wrath, and make his anger known, ge 
do it in the maſt ſevere manner upon thoſe ꝗWñ-o 
Vol. VIII. 8 have 


——— Wie ae, 


FR 
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ee abuſed his patience dor thelb, in 


miner, 165 bo ne 7 95 yn 


2s JU 
| | Mi To conclude: 9 ra, 
| and-coriſider how-long the patience of Gop hath 
waited 1 i us, and borne with us with forme, 


| 4 — onions vr 
. he tecovered us in ſuch a fickneſs,” when the phyfci 
8 an gave us up for gone? And what uſe have we 
made of this patienee and long ſuff Set Gov w 
wards us ? It is the worſt termper'in the world, not 
fo be melted by kindieſs, not to be bl 
* dieß, not to be tamed 
upon, neither . the patience of hiz 


of Kis ju nts, n 
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R Mae againſt an evil work is not 
ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the lan of men 5 1 
Bo in them to. do WR. oe 


| pda erg ws dan that. 5 SER, 


| world lies in wickedneſs, and that iniquiry 
every where abaunds 3 and yet nothing is mare cers 
tain, thick enen the ty, and 

un ſhed. | excepting thoſe who | . 
ve aan acetate light of their 
own minds, and have put the candle of the Lon ds. 
which is in rere under à buſhel, do believe that 
there ! is a in the es * whoſe hain nature and - 


** neſs 4 han; iniquity, 3 = his ae 
the ways of man, and he ſeeth all his goings ;. 
chat © chere is no darkneſs, nor ſhadow of death, 
if "Where the: wolte of iniquity neee 


r FF r ©5£E a7. 5 


8 
Ong 


Al. except thoſe whoſe conſci 
E122 , as ic were, with an hot iron, are cone 3 
5 — — 4; 

ckedly, Every man, from. | 


15 own liberty, and that Gon layn upon men no neceſo 

60 uy of ſinning, but that whenever we do amils, it is OW 
Wu det and we chu to-do fa;. and fo fat 1 

e * 


PER — Os ering f Gov. 


* ham gies —— ſin, that he | 

8 given all imaginable 1 to it, by 

2 the movers and terrible threat N as one 

would think ſufficient „ from it. 

| and to drive it out of the world; and to make' his 

=—_ threatenings the more awful and effectual, his pro- 

| | *__ vidence hath not been wanting to give remarkable in- | 

ſtances of his juſtice and ſeverity upon notorious of. 

fenders, even in this life; and yet, fer all this, men 

do, and will ſin; e are zealouſly ſex an 

bent upon it, | 1 88 

OE Soar hers is the mondes 4 aries 8 

ners ſuch heart, ang makes:thent fo-velolute- and yi 

© _ daunted in fo dangerous a courſe. Solomon gives 

us this account of it; at the puniſhments and 

of Goo follow: . 

ard are long before they overtake the ſinner. “Be- 

cauſe ſentence againſt an evil work in not exeout 

< ed ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of e men 

+. are fully ſet in them to do evil. | 

The ſcope of the wiſe man's diſcourſe is this 

. that by reaſon of Goy* s forbearance and long-ſuffer- 

ing towards ſinners in this life, it is not ſo eaſy to 

diſcern the difference between them and other men 

this life is the day of Gop's ——— the next 
—_—————— mpence. 

becauſe Gop doth defer and moder- e 

ment of ſinners in this eee e weight 

of his judgments to the next; becauſe, through the 

long · ſuffering of Gov, many: Grout: inner ve and Ml 

die without any b: y of Gos 

wrath and 5 © therefore the 4 

. ne in them 

; $#-cadoenL?” A 0 a 

* reed he exe won fr word from be 


0 - 


S 
FIRES 


E BESET B STC 


ginal, 3 . Betas et, | 
| «© recompence to-an evil work, therefore the hearts. — 
of the ſons of men are full in them to do evil? 


not preſently check and control ſinners, be 


* 


FTF 


that is, becauſe men are not oppoſed, and -contra- 
dicted in their evil ways, becauſe divine juſtios doch 


ſentence is not immediately -paſt upon chem, and 

judgment executed, therefore the heart of the ſons 
of men is full in them todo evil; chat ia, therefore | 
men grow bald and preſum 


Hebrew word which we eee ia « is Ruly ſet bo 


them, we find Eſth. vi. g. where Ahaſuerus 


taps Ka ns Who is he? and where 


ſume in his heart to do ſoFf 
Gn n wn, ful to do ſo,” Fervet in iii cor 


| forum bominum; ſo ſome render it, the heart 


“f men boil with wickedneſs, are ſo full of it, 
that it works over. Men are reſolute in an evil 
courſe, «their hearts are ſtrengthened and Hardeued 
jn them to do evil, — a er ke 
The tranſlation of the LXX is atical. — 
hp di, — — - 


is fully perſuaded and aſſured to do evil. All 


theſe tranſlations agree in the main ſcope and ſenſe, 


viz. That ſinners are very apt to preſume upon the 
rwe of Con; and to abuſe it, to the har- 


g of themſelves n 


: 2 a 0 
mays, Inche handingf "this, I ſhal! 


- Firſt, brieſly ſhew that it is ſ. 


4135 — this dae co pas and vpo 


> 10 done as & SER . 


Ns fem n arſe. the . 
world, is all-ages, does give e kae, 
Fhus it was with the old world, „hen the long 40 5 
| —— days of Neah, while he t 
was atiark; for tho(pace of anhundred and 8 
twenty years,” x Per. ii. 20. Forthewickedneſsvf I 
N 1 
l 


man, which was great upon the earth, a general 
was threataned; but * e ee and delayed his 
judgment a great while: hereupon they grew ſecure 
in their impenitency, and went · on in their courſe, as | 
i they had no apprehenſion of danger, no fear of the 
judgment threatened. So our Saviour tells us, 
Matth. xxiv. 38, 39. As in the days that were be 
Eo fore the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
1 * marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
5 * that Noah entred into the ark, and knew not un- 
„til the flood came, and took them all away!“ 
And ſo it was with Sodom, Luke xvii. 28. And 
« likewiſe alſo as it was in the days of Lot, they eat, 
they drank, they bought, they ſold,” they- plant- 
ed, they built. And ſo, our Savigue- telb 
us, it will be in the end of the world; Even thus 
4. ſhall it be in che day when the ſon of man is re- 
vealed. ee e e Paul, Rom, | 


ma — — — 2 


— 00 S K. „ 


V 

« that the mods ef: Goals Madoc — to repen- il © 

« tance? But after thy -hardneſs. and impenitent 0 

heart, rreaſuroſt-up 40 thy n Wrath — he | 1 

| . en a > 
4 Y 

| men to 8 — is to 5 


. heats impenineney. 8e dle St. * 


11 
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at- 
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confirmed in i wicked Ways, upon —— 


Gop's patienoe, and becaule he delays the puniſh- 
hs r Wu) 1g 


a . 
And there is amn en 


a 
n —— ar a 


en £4 dad mae n rear war . 


ä 2 % 


— 


0 


> 


„they 
thing in eee ö and his delay of 
puniſhment, which makes them _ for 1 m 


3 5 > + 28 * 5 * W *5 
$4 At a 7 2 * 3 


n 04 


| chest falle toner which: wicked men dray 
from the delay of 2 and to diſoover the 
a and thoſe wachse f not go, dan 


cine — of n d _ 
Ul ſpeak Yiefly 2 Se 


| | to themſelves, indie,; [Gop deth not take. a ſpeedy 
| | 8 Y upon the: workers of iniquity, t. j 4 
3 for if th he would ſhew himſel, W « 


= 4 
* . * 


1 e when it f 
ſy for him to vindicate himſelf by a ſwift 5 ſpeedy. — 
n 0 Thus 2 repreſents the atheiſt, „ $ 
probatque, gud ſt: faftum, dum | negat. be, ddt, 
Lean. „ Selius. affirms, there are no gods, and. 
* that. hravess; is an empty lae, and Propes ** 
6e becauſe, whl * he denies Gap, hs ſees him ' = n 
very happy and proſperous condition.. 

And here it is worthy our notice, at, en, 
debe der the men reaſon. F irt, they would 
hays no jk Jn hou 1 puniſh 


"07 #0 


* 


DS 


m Gy | Sis s revenge, : 
paſſion, kick ca it is offended f — of 2 
cannot adi fell: and forbear puniſhment. for a „ 
neceſrily — * witlews and goodneſs, e : 
tience; it doth in no wiſe contradict the perfection OY 
of thedivine nature to bear with ſinners, in ex elta - N 
tion of their repentance and ee des 85 
3 15 6 a iten | | ; 


= 


5 — 


. 
N * 


„ in Ft. time; NN es iful wy, 
| round of ahi, ghas becauſe Gop is b mach bec- T 
4 Fade wicked men deſerve, they will not allow | 
| to be at all. D dey n 4 here r ae 
. ys: Others er from the delay be Pon 1 
F v niſters 1 
che world, and regards de good and bad aalen 
. 1 ps; 
FA 


* 
— 


E of men. e dee : 
le yet if he do not egard re 
; Fund * 


1 7 are 28 ſe ind ee to do Whit Hey a, & if chere 
were ho Gop; and upon this ground, the ſcripture 
tells us, many encourage thethſelves in their wick- 
edhels ; Plal. Fry. 5. © They Encourage therifelves | 
« in M evil wider they :ommune of laying ſnares | 
_< priviy; chey fy, Who Hall e them?” And 
nice expreſly; Pal; xiv. 4, 5, 6, 7. How long 
| Ke „ fill! they utter ad ſßeite hats things, and al 
ET. © beak i Pieces thy people, O Lond; ahd af 
1 eritage. _ They "tiny: the" WIGoW UA 


dhe ſtranger, and u the fatherleſs. Vet 
2 they fay, The Lox» ſhall not Se, neither tha 
the Sep of Jacob regard it,” And if this were 
i, wal y  choourage therhſclves. I h I | 
were true which Eper 1 
0 Know F 
« far removed from us; ri | contented ith | | 
« lt, and not at all concern 3 
bus + Raitt IN - 
trample religion under their 
fekt, Abe inet an regard to the laws df it. | 
Bur kt us feb how they _ infer this from the long: i 
| and tion of the ator : 
80 ſee tl E Ungar wb fiele i | 
vera h A orice that ate iitietly detott 4 
and virtuous, yea, many times, to be in a more p ; 
:  perous and flouriſhing condition; they are n yp 
_ ** trouble like other nie er are they plagte I * 
8 „ eee ben Gov, rf * il © 


an FW, ä 85 Feste ag Fra. 4 


15 Keen the long-ſuBering gf 


which not only che ſripture © Ws | bur. the hea” - 


- does n ment and xen OP 


"a ſolemn and. publick arial e 
te gre ing of . 6: So py ml 8 
ſers of his patienge and lang- Tuff ering, when he will 


Ent ad 61 -Þp 


= @& ſe 3 Tm a& om oo , e.. AL VN / d . ow 


7 2 a ll i ger, Mt we 


men in this life, 


Gop, and t 


then were able to give from the, 1 . 
„ Aa Fog ny wh T0 
ly, that this lift n ee of prog and _— ES 
ways” 1 3 any a check — hens and ; 


— oi 8 46h . 
men, e 

tience, than of puniſhments and 5 e $60 
therefore it is very ; 


the honour of his- juſtice upon the deſpi- 


570 ti 2 — E: to break ST 7 2 = 
tc teouſneſs as ch de noon- 1 
mean tune the providence e hep þe fat „ 


panther. 105 
hich was 


z which, as St. fer tells us, Oy 


exam ple, uffering the vengeanceofe. 


© gdly,Another 555 and atheiſtical inferefite which, 


ener are to make from the delay of puniſhment, 
wy is, that there is no ſuch difference 5 good and evil 
= «is pretended"; becauſe they do not ſee the good! 

undd bad actions of men difference 


in their re 85 
Juſtice doth not preſently manifek k 


hecauſe divine 


of reward, therefore they cannot believe, that 


the difference between good and evil is fo ra 


and evident. 


For anſwer 0 this: Not torinfift pon the dk. 


ference which the providence of Go ſometimes 
makes between them in this life, I appeal to the 
conſciences of men, whether they do not ſecretly 
and inwardly acknowledge a clear difference between 
good and evil. Are not the worſt of men apt to 


conceive better hopes of ſucceſs,” when they are -. 
bout a juſt and honeſt undertaking, than when they | 
are ingaged in a wicked delign ? Do not bad men 
feel a ſecret ſhame and horror, when no eye ſees 
them, and the wickedneſs they are about to commit 


doth not fall under the cognizance and cenſure of any 


human court or tribunal ? Have they not _y 

checks and rebukes in their own ſpirits, much di | 
bance and confuſion of mind, when they are enter⸗ 
Priſing 2 wicked thing ? And does not this plainly 


y are guilty to themſelves chat the: 


ut Banden which they ought not to do? 


It is very true, that moſt men are more ſenſible of 


5 bo cone an 1 when they feel the ill _ | 


nſequences of ir, IE pul 
1 : A. 5 


elf; and «every. tranſgreſſion and diſobedience” 
doth not immediately © receive a juſt mW es 


2 e upon bunt nature,” = 
no man, tethaining a man, can quite Qefice "and" 5 85 
blot out the difference of good and evil. So that 
if men will but attend to the natural Aeneas. 
ſuggeſtions of their own minds, 2 eat 5 7; (i 
by infer, from the delay of puniſhment, that there 
is no difference of good and evil. e 
But becauſe thoſe A Als ie a WA. „ 
npariſon,' there being not many in the world ar 
rived to tliat degree of blindneſs, and height of i  _ 
piety, as to diſbelieve a Go, and a providence; and 
[ think none have attained to that perfect conqueſt . 
of conſcience, as to have loſt all ſenſe of young c 
evil; therefore I ſhall rather inſiſt, DE 
II. Upon thoſe kind of reaſonings cen _ - 4 
ordinary and common among bad men, and where- 1 
T they cheat theraſelyes 1 275 eee N 1 
1. Becauſe ſentence againſt anevil work i is not — 
dily executed, therefore fin is not ſo great an evil. ER 
2. Therefore Gop is not ſo highly offended. and n 
provoked by i ww. Or, R 
3. Gop | is not ſo _ in his own n nature, whe | "3.2 
Is « only repreſentde.. „5 
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1. 4 by a future repentance, in our old age, = 45 

ly *. che hour of death; by ſome ſuch falſe reaſonings 
y IN # theſe; which men think may probably be colleied 
fm the patience” and long ſuffering of Gov, they 
pf - Fe eee ure: 
a . — the puniſhment of fin is deferred, 

11 rel Leonclude 

a 


0 it is t Þ grear n 1 8 


ei Kahan do ox fe the ill effects of i at. dn al 
—— things go well and proſperouſly with them, no le 
L than with thoſe who are ſo ſtrict and conſcientious ; 
1 gg Ir hope e ſu oy 0 
| 0M as Mi 1 ly e are 8 
- themſelves. For a Dope this, wes ig 0 
E 4 1.) Conſider ſeriouſly what fin is, and then thy 
: t ſee reaſon enough to call it a great evil, To fy 
againſt Gop, is to contemn the greateſt authority in 
the world, to contradift the greateſt holineſs and 
| Purity, to abuſe the greateſt goodnels, and to pro- 
yoke almighty juſtice to take vengeance upon thee, 
nnd to make thee as miſerable as thou art capable 0 
being. To fin againſt Gos, is to be diſobedient to 
_ . thy ſovereign, and unthankful to thy beſt benetze- 
tor, and to act contrary to the greatelt obligati 
Els | againſt thy beſt reaſon anc rryeſt intereſt; to di 
- oblige thy kindeſt friend, and &9 gratify thy work | 
and bittereſt enemy; it is to. Gterder thyſelf, ty 
create diſquiet to thy own mind, and to 
do the greateſt miſchief poſſible to thyſelf ; to de- 
ptive. thyſelf of the greateſt happineſs, and to draw 
down upon thyſelf extreme and eternal miſery. And 
i 1 we call a great evil, if this be not, which 
contains in it all the kinds, and all the aggraations 
of evil that can be, and hath all the cirg of 
uglineſs and deformity in it that can he imagined? 
e.) Whatever fin be in itſelf, yet from hence 
0 e can. in no viſe conclude, that it is nat a great eib 
| becauſe the puniſhment of it is deferred for a while; 
1 ſrom hence indeed it follows, that Gop is very good in 
0 deferring the pu t which is due to thee for thy 
fins, but by no means that fin is not very cyil. The 
| nn ER MG 
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te of th keinoubicſs of Men. for which he u S ERM. 
ſentenced. The great evil of fim ig evident, 2 


cauſe the Holy and juſt Gop hath forbidden it, and 
declared his Hatred and deteſtation of it, and threat - 


ened it with moſt ſevere and direful puniſſiment; 
but that Gov reſpites the puniſiment Which is due 
to ſin, and does not immediately take vengeance up- 
on ſinners, but affords them a ſpace, and mains; 


and opportunity of repentance : 


this doth not at 
leſſen the evil of ſin, but is father att = Sravation 


it; that we ſhould offend and provoke that 8 
who is ſo patient and long. ſuffering towards us, 16 


very loth to bing thoſe evils upen us, Whith We 


ae ſo faſh and forward to pull dewh upon ourſelves; 
2. If Gop dgth not immediately puniſh fin upon 
the commiſſidn of it, and inſtantly let fly 


ar the 
ſinner, this they would anger (6 . 4 apt tay he 
is not ſo, highly offende 
he were, he Would marhfeſt his diſptaſife 

it, by the luden and violent effüſions of his rack, 


For aufer to this, J dente cheſs eus things a 5 


be confideted : | 
(1.) That Gs biene, in his word, every + et 


plainly declares to us his great diſpleaſure againſt = 
in; Pfal. v. 4; 5. * Thou aft not 4 Gob chat 


« haſh pleaſire in wickedneſs; neither ſhall evil (well 
« with thee, The fool Thall net ſtand in * 


© ght; thou lateſt all the Workers bf i 


Thou art not a Gop that haſt pleaſure in witkeds' 
and leſs po- 


} 


_ neſs. 99 The words gen helene, 
den than is meant and intended, diz! That Gob » 
io fat froth taking pleaſiire in the fins of men; that © 
45 els eu — at gr ya bj 


and profoked by ity if 
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SER a 0 declare him to be highly dffended at it? When he 

ay, that he will come in flaming fire, to render 

s xengeance to all them that know not the goſpel of 

< his Son and that they *©* ſhall be puniſhed with 

_ < everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence of the 

+ Loxp, and from the glory of his power. Can ve 

think that all the threatenings of Gop's word, and al 

thoſe. direful curſes which are written in his bock, 

ſhall return empty, without doing any execution; 

thou that now flattereſt thyſelf in vain and groundle 

| hopes, that none of theſe evils ſhall come upon thee, 

when thou comeſt to ſtand before the great Judge of 

the world, and to behold the killing frowns pf bis 

countenance, and to hear thoſe bitter words. of eter- 

nal diſpleaſure from the mouth of Gon himſel, 

* Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared: 

< for the devil and his angels; thou wilt then be. 
lieve that Gop is heartily angry and offended with {M 
thee for thy ſins.. We ſhall find in that day, tha Ml 
the 4108 nog Gop's word, which we now 
hear ſo ſecurely, and without terror, had a full ſg · Ml - 
nification; or e that no words could convey 
to us the terror of them. What the ſeripture fays 
of the happineſs and glory of the next life, is true 
| _ alſo of the miſery . and / puniſhments; of the other Ml | 
world, that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard 
$6. neither have entred into the heart of man, thoſe l 
terrible things which Go hath reſerved for th | 
t 
t 
I 


2 workers of iniquity.” 2 
But, above all, the Anal: r of the: Fa 
of Cop, When ſin was but imputed. to him, area 
demonſtration of Gon's implacable hatred" of ſin; 
for that rather than fin ſhould go unpuniſhed, Goo - 
vas pleaſed to ſubject his own Son to the Hufferings f 
due to it: this plainly ſhews, that he hated fins I P 
m 3 . But, ; 


— 
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* is But, (adly,) Gop may conceive a very great FR SERM. 
„ pleaſure againſt ſin, and be highly incenſed and pro- — 
1 yoked by it, and yęt ſuſpend the effects of his diſ- 
*F | pleaſure, and defer the puniſhment of it for a great 
he while : and to imagine otherwiſe, argues a groſs miſ- 


We take of the nature of Gop, ariſing from our not 
1 conſidering the attributes and perfections of Gop 
*, in conjunction and conſiſtency with one another. 
> WM When we conſider one attribute of Gop ſingly, and 
es ſeparate it from the reſt, and frame ſuch. wide and 


ee, large apprehenſions of it, as to exclude his other 
, perfe&tions, we have a falſe notion of God; and the 
reaſon of this miſtake is, becauſe, among men, an 
eminent degree of any one excellency doth common- 
ly ſhut out others; becauſe in our narrow and finite 
nature, many perfections cannot ſtand together; but 
it is quite otherwiſe in the divine nature. In infinite 1 
perfection, all perfections do meet and conſiſt toge- 
ther; one perfection doth not hinder and exclude 
another, and therefore in our conceptions of Gop, . 
we are to take great heed that we do not raiſe any 
one attribute or N of ou upon the ruin nl 
the reſt. 
So that it is a falſe imagination of Gov, ei we 
ſo attribute juſtice or anger to him, as to exclude „ 
his patience and long ſuffering: for Gop is not im- a 
potent in his anger, as we are; every thing that 
provokes him, doth not preſently put him out of pa 
tience, ſo that he cannot contain his wrath, and = 
bear immediately to revenge himſelf upon ſinners. 
In this ſenſe Gov ſays of himſelf, Iſa. xxvii. 4. '66 Fury 
is not in me. There is nothing of a Tak and 
ungoverned paſſion i in the wiſe and juſt Gop. Every ©. » 
fin indeed kindles his anger, and provokes his dif. 
pleaſure againſt Why and. by our repeated and conti- 
.. 3 A 
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"4656 | The lat lars 1 Gov. TO. 
SE 2 * nued offences, we ſtill add fuel to his wrath; but it 
doth not of neceſſity inſtantly break forth like 1 
confuming fire, and a devouring flame.” The Þ 
holy and righteous nature of Gop makes him neceſ. ; 
ſarily offended and diſpleafed with the fins of men; IM | 
; but as to the manifeſtation of his wrath, and the ef- 
fects of his anger, his wiſdom and cnodneſs do re- 
gulate and determine the proper time 790 e 
5 ces of puniſhment. J 
3. From the patience of Gov, ad the delay of 
| - puniſhment, men are apt to conclude, that Gop is 
not ſo ſevere in his nature as he is commonly repre. 
Fnted. It is true, he hath declared his fpleaſie 
againſt ſin, and threatened it with dreadful puniſh- 
ments; which he may do, in great wiſdom, to keep 
the world in awe and order : but great things are 
likewiſe ſpoken of his mercy, and of the wonderful 
delight he takes in the exerciſe of his mercy : ſo that 
notwithſtanding all the threatenings which are de- 
nounced againſt fin, it is to be hoped, that when 
ſentence comes to be paſt, and Judgment to be exc- 
cuted, Gop will © remember mercy in the midſt of 
< judgment,” and that mercy will triumph over 
te judgment; and that as now his patience ſtays 


_ ns . ˙ ( ˙·(— yo — gs tws . . 


his hand, and turns away his wrath, ſo at the laſt, ( 
the milder attributes of his goodneſs and mercy will t 
interpoſe and moderate the rigour and ſeverity of his 5 
Juſtice; and of this his great patience and long-ſuf- , 


fering towards ſinners for the preſent ſeems to be 
ſome kind of pledge and earneſt : he that is fo flow 
do anger, and fo loth to execute puniſhment, may 
- probably be prevailed upon by his own pity and good- . 
neſs to remit it at the laſt : and this is the more cre- 

dible, becauſe it is granted on all hands, chat no pers 
fon is * execute his fire enings, as he to 
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mills good his promiſes ; he that promiſeth paſſeth 8 3 k M. 

a right to another; but he that threateneth keeps 3 
the right and power of . what he pleaſeth in 
his own hands. 


I ſhall ſpeak a ketle more fully to 8 beconſa it 
is almoſt incredible how much men bear up them- 
ſelves upon vain and groundleſs hopes of the bound- - 
leſs mercy of, Gop, and © bleſs themſelves in their 


„hearts, ſaying, They ſhall have peace, though 


© they walk in the imagination of their hearts, 


« to add drunkenneſs to thirſt * that is, though 
they {till perſiſt in their vices, and add one * of | 
ſin to another. fs 

Now, for anſwer to "I 85 8 FE 

(i.) Let it be granted, 8 does 
not neceſſarily infer the certainty of the event; and 
that the thing threatened ſhall infallibly come to paſs z 
no perſon is obliged to perform his threatenings, as 
he is his promiſes; the threatenings of Gop declare 
what fin deſerves, and what the ſinner may juſtly ex- 
pect if he continue impenitent and incorrigible. But 
then we are to take notice, that repentance is the on- 
ly condition that is implied in the threatenings of 
Gon, and will effecually hinder the execution of 
them: Jer. xviii. 7, 8, 9, 10. At what inſtant. 
* I ſpeak. (ys Go) concerning a nation, and con- 

< cerning. a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
* down, and to deſtroy it; if that nation - 
* whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I 
« will repent of the evil that I thought to dounto 
« them. And at what inſtant” I ſhall ſpeak con- 
* cerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to 
build and to plant it; if it do evil in my fight, 
e and obey not my voice, then will I repent of the 


* N wherewith I faid I would . „ 
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f. Now if when Gov hath promiſed to do good to a 
—— people, ſin will hinder the bleſſing promiſed, and 


bring down judgments upon them, much! more e when 
it is particularly threatened. 

But as to the caſe of final i impenitency and 5 
lief, Gov, that he might ſtrengthen his threateningz, 
| hath added a ſign of immutability to them, having 
confirmed them with an oath ; I have ſworn (faith 
* the Lonp) that they ſhall not enter into my 
<« reſt”: which, though it was ſpoken to the unbeliev- 
ing Jews, the apoſtle to the Hebrews applies it to a 
final unbelicf and i impenitency under the goſj pel, of 
which the infidelity of the Iſraelites was a type and 

figure. Now though Gop may remit of his threaten- 
ings: yet his oath is a plain declaration that he will 


not; becauſe it ſignifies the firm and immutable de- 


termination of his will, and thereby puts an end to 
all doubts and controverſies ee the ns: 
of his threatenings. 


(.) It is certainly much rhe wi and ſafeſt way, 


to believe the threatenings of God, in the ſtrictneſi 


and rigour of them, unleſs there be ſome tacit con- 


dition evidently implied in them; becauſe if we do 
not believe them, and the thing prove otherwiſe, the 
conſequence of our miſtake is fatal and dreadful. It 
is true indeed, that Gop by his threatenings did in- 
tend to keep ſinners in awe, and to deter them 
from ſin: but if he had any where revealed, that 
he would not be rigorous in the execution of theſe 
 threatenings, ſuch a revelation would quite take of 
the edge and terror of them, and contradict the end 
and deſign of them; for threatenings ſignify very 
ittle, but upon this ſuppoſition, that in all probabi- 
' Hty they will be executed: and if this be true, it is 
the greateſt madneſs and folly i in the world to run o 
Wn. of TE” EP 
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2 (3. 3 As for thoſe large declarations which the 8 E 15 M. As 

d Kenne makes of the boundleſs mercy. of Gop to 

n ſinners, we are to limit them, as the ſcripture . 
done, to the time and ſeaſon of mercy, which is this 

» life, and while we are in the way. This is the day. 

$, of mercy and ſalvation; and when this life is ended, 

8 the opportunities of grace and mercy are paſt, and 

th the day of recompence and vengeance will begin. 

W Now Gop tries us, and offers mercy to us; but if 

v. we obſtinately refuſe it, judgment will take hold ofus. 


And then we muſt limit the mercy of Gop to the 
conditions upon which he offers it, which are, re: 
pentance for ſins paſt, and ſincere obedience for the . 
future: but if men continue obſtinate and impeni- 
tent, and encourage themſelves in ſin from the merey 
and patience of Gop ; this is not a caſe that admits 
of mercy, but, on the tontrary, his juſtice will tris 
umph in the ruin and deſtruction of thoſe who, in- 
ſtead of embracing the offers of his mercy, do 455 7% 
ſpiſe and abuſe them: He will laugh at their ca- 
% lamity, and mock when their fear comes; when _ 
60 their fear comes as deſolation, and their deſtruc- 
« tion as à whirl- wind; when diſtreſs and anguiſh. 
cometh upon them, then they may call upon him, 
“ but he will not anſwer ; they may ſeek him ear- 
« ly, but they ſhall not find him. If we deſpiſe 
« the riches of Gop's goodneſs, and long-ſuffering, 
and forbearance, he knows how to handle us, 
and will do it to purpoſe; with the froward he 
* will ſhew himſelf froward, and will be in a more 
eſpecial manner ſevere towards thoſe who take en- 
couragement from his mercy, to diſbelieve and de- 
ſpiſe his threatenings. And this Gop hath as uy 
told 8 as words can expreſs any thing, Deut. xxix. 
195 20. And if it come to on Ha that when he 
| | 0 3 „ 
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SER * M. c& heareth the words of this curſe, he bleſs himſelf 
an his heart, faying, I ſhall have peace, though! 
* walk in the imagination of my heart, to add drun- 
* kenneſs to thirſt : the Loxp will not ſpare him, 
but then the anger of the Loxp, and his jealouſy, 
4 ſhall ſmoke againſt that man, and all the curſes 
that are written in this book, ſhall lye upon him, 
. and the Lon 5 ſhall blot out his name from under 
& heaven. Whatever right and power 'Gop hath 
reſerved to himſelf about the execution of his threat. 
enings, he hath plainly declared, that, of all athers, 

thoſe who encourage themſelves in a finful courſe, Ml | 

from the hopes of Gop's mercy, notwithſtanding his WM | 

ſ 


| threatenings, ſhall find no favour and mercy at his 

hand : whatever he may remit of his threatenings to 
others, he will certainly not ſpare thoſe who belicve Ml « 
3 largely concerning the mercy of Gop, not with a il « 
mind to ſubmit to the terms of it, bot to * 33 
ſo much the more upon it. ? 
(A.) God hath not been wanting to ſhew ſome e- 
markable inſtances of his ſeverity towards finners in I K 
this world. As he is pleaſed ſometimes ta give good i 
men ſome fore-taſtes of heaven, and earneſts of their A 
future happineſs ; ſo likewiſe by ſome preſent ſtroke, IM g 
to let finners feel what they are to expect hereafter, MW ne 
ſome ſparks of hell do now Wind then fall upon the Ml 4; 
ü conſciences of linners. That fear which is ſome - i 
times kindled in men's conſciences 1 in this life, that 2 
horrible anguiſh, and thoſe unſpeakable terrors which IM « 
Tome finpers have had experience of in this world, f 
may ſerve to forewarn us of © the wrath which is to « 
come,“ and to convince us of the reality of thoſe I 4, 
8 of the torments of hell, by ** the worm 64 
that dies not ok and the fire that is not quenched.” || « 


* miraculo _ which fwallowed up the ny 5 
ee of 
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. world, 3 hell which was rained down from FRY SE 8 . 
f ven, in thoſe terrible ſhowers of fire and brimſtone, — 
to conſume Sodom and Gomorrah ; the earth open= 
E ing her mouth upon Corah and his ſeditious company, | 
; to let them down, as it were, quick into hell: theſe 
Q and many other remarkable judgnients of Gap, in 
$ ſeveral ages, upon particular perſons, - and upon-ci- _ 
„des and nations, may ſatisfy us, in ſome meaſure, of 
r the ſeverity of Gap againſt ſin, and be, as it were, 
h pledges to aſſure ſinners of the inſupportable miſery 
(- and torments of the next life. | 
Z, 65.) The argument, is much ſtronger the other | 
© vay, that becauſe the puniſhment of ſigners is de- 
4 layed fo long, therefore it will be much heavier and 
Us ſeverer when it comes; that the wrath of Gon is 
o growing all this while, and as. we *© fill up the 
ye « meaſures of our ſins,” he fills the vis of 
« his wrath : Rom. ii. g. and according to thy hard 
and impenitent heart, treaſureſt up to thyſelf wrath, 
“ againſt the day of wrath, and the revelation of 
« the righteous judgment of Gop.”” Gop now _- 
keeps 1 in his diſpleaſure; but all the while we go on _ 
tent courſe, the wrath of Gov is cont 
nually increaſing, and will at laſt be manifeſted by 
the righteous judgment of Gop upon ſinners. (Ga 
now exerciſeth and diſplayeth his milder attributes, 
his goodneſs, and mercy, and patience : but | 
will not always hold out, there 1 is a dreadful day a 
coming, wherein (as the a * 
* ſhew his wrath, and make his power known, 
after he: hath. e endured with much Long gan ring 
» the veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtgugtion,”? 4 
this long time of Gop's patience gnd-forbearancg 
* his wrath, is | | | 
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55 s E 2 M. this long Preparation doth portend a much mote 


dreadful execution: fo that we ſhould reaſon thus 
8 from the long-ſuffering of Gop; Gop bears with 
us, and ſpares us at preſent, and keeps in his anger; 
therefore if we go on to provoke him, time will come 
when he will not ſpare, but his anger will flame 
forth, and His Fealouſy ſmoke againft us. This is 
but reaſonable to expect, that they who in this world 
forſake their own mercies, the TE of ge in the 
next ſhould forſake them. 
4. Another falſe concluſion which men tw fon 
4 the delay of puniſhment, 1 is, that becauſe it is delay- 


ed, therefore it is nor ſo certain: the ſinner cleapes 


for the preſent, and though he have ſome miſgivings 
and fearful apprehenſions of the future, yet he hope 
=_ fears may be greater than his danger. 

It is true, indeed, we are not ſo certain of the 
Y mikey of wicked men in another world, as if it were 


Preſent, and we lay groaning under the weight of it: 


ſuch a certainty as this would not only leave no place 


for doubting, but even for that which we properly 


and ſtrictly call faith; for ** faith is the evidence of 


. . things nor ſeen.” But ſure we have other facul- 
ties beſides ſenſe to judge of things by; we may be 


ſufficiently certain of many things which are neither 
preſent nor ſenſible, of many things paſt and future, 
upon good ground and teſtimony: we are ſure that 
we were born, and yet we have no remerbrance of 
it; we are certain that we ſhall die though we never 


had the experience of it. Things may be certain in 
- - their cauſes, as well as in their preſent exiſtence, if 


the cauſes be certain. The truth of Gov, who hath 
declared theſe things to us, is an abundant ground of 


& aſſurance to us, though they be at a great diſtance: 
© thecentainty of things is not ſhakes by our wavering 


belief — * „„ 0 


\ 
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Beſides, the very light of nature, and the com- SERM, 
mon reaſon of mankind, hath always made an. een, hd 
tray inference-from the long-ſuffering of Gop, and 
the delay of preſent puniſhment. Though. men are 
apt to think, that becauſe judgment is deferred, there- - 
fore it is not certain; yet the very light of nature ert 
hath taught men to reaſon otherwiſe ; that becauſe 
Gop is ſo patient to ſinners in this life, therefore ö 
there will a time come when they ſhall be puniſhed; 
that becauſe this life is a time of trial and forbear- 
ance, therefore there ſhall be another ſtate after this 
fe, which ſhall be a ſeaſon of recompence. And 
by this argument chiefly it was that the wiſeſt of the 
heathen ſatisfied themſelves concerning another ſtate | 
after this life, and anſwered the troubleſom objecti- 
on againſt the providence of Gop, from the unequal 5 
adminiſtration of things in this world, ſo viſible in 


the afflictions and ſufferings of good men, and the 


proſperity of the wicked; viz. That there would be 
another ſtate that would adjuſt all theſe matters, and 
| ſet them ſtreight, when good and bad men ſhould 
receive the full recompence of their deeds. 
The 5th and laſt falſe concluſion, which men 8 
draw * the long-ſuffering of Gop and the delay 
of puniſhment is this; that it is, however, proba- 
bly at ſome diſtance, and therefore they may ſin yet 
a while longer, and all this danger may be prevented 
time enough, by a future repentance in aur old age, 
or at the hour of death; and they are confirmed very 
much in this hope, re they ſee men much worſe 
than themſelves, great criminals and malefactors, 
upon two or thee days warning, to perform this 
work of repentance very. ſubſtantially, and to die 
with great comfort-and aſſurance of their ſalvation. 
This! is the moſt common deluſion « of al the xeſt, and 
Vor. Fs Fn 17 2 N * 
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8E 3 M. hath been; Lam afraid, the ruin of more ſouls than Ml «« 
* = all che other which I have mentioned; they may have Ml «+ 
ſlain their thouſands,” but this * it's tenthouſands,” Ml , 
For anſwer to this, be pleaſed ſeriouſly to lay to 
Uhente theſe following conſiderations, moſt of which! I d 
ſhall ſpeak but briefly to, becauſe I have, 8 ag _ a 
a 1 ſpoken largely to them. t 
(=) If there be a future judgment, chen! it is cer. n 
bin, at how great a diſtance ſoever it may be. That 9 
which ſhall be a thouſand years hence, will certaihh t 
be; and it is but very ſmall comfort and encourage. Ml « 
ment, conſidering the vaſt diſproportion between Bf t 
c 
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time and eternity, to think, that after twenty or forty 
years ſhall be paſt and gone, then muſt I enter upon 
eternal miſery ; then will thoſe intolerable tormenn 
begin which ſhall never have an end. ; - 
(2.) But it is not certain that it n Ae 
when we put from us the evil day,“ it is many 
times nearer to us than we are aware, and when we 
think the judgment of Gop is at a great diftance, 
* thejudge*? may be near, even at the door.“ 
Our times are not in our own hands, but we are per- 
fectly at the diſpoſal of another, who when he plea- 
ſeth can put a period to them, and cauſe our breath 
to ceaſe from our noſtrils, and- we ſhall not be; 
„There is no man hath power over the ſpirit, to 
< retain the ſpirit ; neither hath he power in theday 
“ of death,” faith the wiſe man a little before the 
text. Thou dreameſt, perhaps, of many years conti- 
nuance in this world, and, perhaps, in the height of 
this vain imagination, the decree is ſealed, and the 
* commandment come forthꝰ to ſummon thee out 
of this world, and thou art juſt dropping into that 
| "a; which thou fancieſt to be at ſuch a diſtance ; 


wt chou art "_ te wen * the NE 
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46 of many years, Gop'may ſay to thee, Thous ZR R' 1. 


« fool, this night ſhall thy ſoul be 1 of thee,” Fe 
and then, where are all thy hopes? . | 
(3.) Suppoſing the evil day were at a confiltrable 


diſtance, yet men run an infinite hazard in venturing 
all the hopes of their ſalvation upon a future repen- 


tance; for what knoweſt thou, O man! but thou 
mayſt be ſurprized by a ſudden ſtroke, which may 
give thee no warning, leave thee no ſpace of repen- 
tance ? a violent diſeaſe may ſeize upon thee, which 

may diſorder thy underſtanding, and ſo weaken all 
thy faculties, as to render thee unfit for all reaſonable 


operations: at the beſt, how unfit are we for the moſt 


ſerious work of our lives, when we are hardly fit to 
do any thing? Old age is a very unſeaſonable time for 


repentance, when we are full of weakneſs and infir. 


mity, and our minds are crooked and bowed down 


recovered to their firſt ſtreightneſs ;; much more is it 
an- improper time for this work, when ſickneſs and 
old age meet together. There are two things in 
which men, in other things wiſe enough, do uſuall7 
miſcarry; in putting off the making of their wills, 


and their repentance, till it be too late. Men had 5 
need then be of ſound underſtanding and perfect 


memory, when they ſet about matters of ſo great 
confequence in reſpect ta their temporal and eternal 
concernments : eſpecially when wy have the happineſs 


of all eternity to take care of and provide for, chey | 


had need have their nee about them, and 


all the advantages of leiſure and conſideration, to. 


make a' ſober reflection upon their paſt lives, and 
make up their accounts with Gov, and to ſet, all 


92 right between him and them; and it is Well, 
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SER M. ſo ſhort and imperfe&, ſo confuſed and huddled 1 up; 
6 will at laſt be — as a tolerable atonement for 
the crimes and miſcarriages of a long life. e 
(4. ) Suppoſe thou wert ſure to repent beſote thou 
3 leaveſt the world, and to do this work throughly, 
which no man can promiſe to himſelf that deliberate. 
y delays it; yet this can be no reaſonable encourage- 
ment to go on in an evil courſe, becauſe we do but 
hereby aggravate our own trouble, and treaſure up 
much more ſorrow and affliction to ourſelves againſt 
the day of repentance, and conſequently fin on, in 
hopes of being hereafter ſo much the more troubled 
and prieved for what we have done; as if a man 
ſhould go on to break the laws, in hopes of a more 
ſevere and exemplary puniſhment”: ſure this can be 
no encouragement or ground of Tops to any regen: 
able and conſiderate man. 
Laſtly, As to the encouragement whichmen ah 
from the ſudden repentance of great criminals and 
malefactors, and their dying with ſo much comfort 
and aſſurance; if this be well conſidered, there is 
little comfort to be fetched from ſuch examples. For, 
- 1ſt, Though a ſincere repentance in ſuch circum- 
| ſtances be poſſible; yet it is almoſt impoſſible for 
the party himſelf concerned, much more for others, 
upon any good ground, to judge when it is fincere, 
Gop who knows the hearts of men, and whether, if 
they had lived longer, they would in the future 
courſe of their lives have juſtified and made good 
| their repentance and good p75 ay" knows 
the ſincerity of it. 
But, 2dly, no certain judgment is to be made 
- From che comfort and confidence of the party con- 
2 for the buſineſs is not, what comfort and 
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for it: and whereas men are apt piouſly to ſuppoſe, 8 KR . 
that ſo extraordinary a comfort and aſſurance is 


wrought in them by the ſpirit of Gon, nothing is * | 


more uncertain; becauſe we ſometimes ſee thoſe who 
give no ſuch teſtimony. of their repentance, to.die 
with every whit as much courage, and comfort, and 
2 perſuaſion of their ſalvation, as thoſe that 

But this, certainly, is not from the ſpirit of 
no a natural obſtinacy and courage may carry 
men a great way; and falſe. and miſtaken principles 
may fill men for the preſent with as much comfort 
and confidence, as well grounded hopes. In the church 
of Rome, great numbers of thoſe who haye led very 
wicked lives, after a formal confeſſion and abſolution, 
and ſome good words of encouragement from the 
prieſt,” die as full of peace. and comfort, to all ap- 
pearance, as the beſt of men. 

Indeed. it is very natural to men, who find them- 
ſelves. in a deſperate condition, to be ſtrangely eleva; 
ted and raiſed, upon any hopes given of eſcaping {o. 
great a danger as they apprehend themſelves to be ing 
een if theſe hopes be given them by a grave 

man, of whoſe 88 and judgment they have a ve- 
nk opinion. When men have the ſentence of 
death in eg ay as all wicked kvers muſt: have, 
they are naturally apt to be overjoyed at the unex- 
pected news of a pardon, _ '.. -- 

To ſpeak my mind freely in this matter, * 8 
no great opinion of that extraordinary comfort and 
confidence which ſome have, upon a ſudden repen - 
tance for great and flagrant crimes, becauſe 1 cannot 
diſcern any ſufficient ground for it. I think great 
humility and dejection of mind, and a doubtful ap- 


prehenſion of their condition, next almoſt to deſpair - 


of it, would much better become nm, 0 


3668 | 
2 * their caſe is really ſo very doubtful in itfelf. Thereis 
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great reaſon for the repentance of ſuch perſons, and 
it becomes them well; but ] fee very little reaſon for 
their great comfort and confidence, nor does it be- 


come their circumſtances and condition. Let them 


exerciſe as deep a repentance as is poſſible, and * bring 


4 forth all the fruits meet for it that are poſlible 
nn ſo ſhort a time; let them humble themſelves be. 


fore Gop, and pray inceſſantly to him day and night 


for mercy; make all the reparation they can for the 


injuries they have done, by confeſſion and acknow- 
ledgment, and by making ſatisfaction to the parties 
injured, if it be in their power, by giving alms to 


the poor, by warning others, and endeavouring to 
reclaim them to a better mind and courſe, of life; 
and for the reſt humbly commit themſelves to the 


mercy of Gop in JESUS CHRIs TN let them imitate, 


as near as they can, the behaviour of the penitent 


_ thief, the only example the ſcripture has left us of a 


late repentance that proved effectual, who gave the 


' greateſt teſtimony that could be of a penitent ſorrow 
for his fins, and of his faitly in the Sa vioux of the 


world, by a generous and couragious owning of 


him in the midſt of his diſgrace and ſuffering, when 


even his own diſciples-had denied and forſaken him: 
but we do not find in him any ſigns of extraordinary 
comfort, much leſs of confidence; but he humbly 


commended himſelf to the mercy. and goodneſs of 
his Say1ovs; ſaying, © Lord, remember uy _ 


" £ thou comeſt ow ho 1 er ph | e 


A. @ 


. SERMON cli. 


- 

m The Br Par > of Gov. 

18 — 55 h 3 ” 
"2 | ECCLES. vi, 11. Ao I 
ht Becauſe PR! againſt an evil work is not POE Y 
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0er i in them to do evil. 5 


es 
to THAVE conſidered i men are to abuſe s FRM. 
to the long-ſuffering of Gop, to the hardening and nr 
e; encouraging of themſelves in fin, and whence this 
he comes to paſs ; where I conſidered the ſeveral falſe 
te, concluſions which ſinners draw from the delay of 1 he 
ent Wl puniſhment, as if there were no Gop, or providence, 
fa or difference of good and evil; or elſe, as is more 
che Wl commonly pretended, that fin is not ſo great an evil, 
ow and that Gop is not ſo highly offended at it, or that 
the Cob is not ſo ſevere as he is repreſented z that the 
of MW puniſhment of fin is not ſo certain, or however, it is 
nen at a diſtance, and may be prevented by a future re- 
m: pentance: all which I have ſpoken fully to, and en- 
ary: deavoured to ſhew the fallacy and eee 5 
bly of them. J ſhall now proceed to tze . 
of Third and laſt thing 'I propounded, which; was, 
to anſwer an objection to which this diſcourſe may 


ſeem liable; and that is this. If the long-ſuffering 
of Gop be the occaſion of men's hardneſs and im- 
penitency, then why is Gop ſo patient to ſinners, 
when they are ſo prone to abuſe his goodneſs and pa- 
If fience? and how is it goodneſs in Gop to forbear 
ith er io long, when this forbearance of his is Ho 75 
1 a 5 
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8 BY R | up to miniſter to them an occaſion of their farther mil. 


"4 ef and greater ruin ? It ſhould ſeem according to 


this, that it would be much greater mercy to the 


greateſt part of ſinners, not to be patient toward 


them at all; but inſtantly upon the firſt occaſion and 


provocation, to cut them off, and ſo to put a ſtop to 
their wickedneſs, and to hinder them from making 
themſelves more miſerable, by increaſing their guilt, 
and © treaſuring up wrath to themſelves * the 
« day of wrath.” _ 

This is the objection, and becauſe it ſeems to be 
of ſome weight, I ſhall endeavour to return a ſatiſ- 


factory anſwer to it in theſe following particulars, And, 


I. I aſk the finner if he will ſtand to this? art 
thou ſerious, and wouldeſt thou in good earneſt have 
Gop to deal thus with thee, to take the very firſt ad- 


vantage to deſtroy thee or turn thee into hell, and 
to make thee miſerable beyond all hopes of recoyery? 


Conſider of it again. Doſt thou think it deſirable, that 
Gop fhould deal thus with thee, and let fly his judg- 
ments upon thee ſo ſoon as ever thou haſt ſinned? 
If not, why do men trifle, and make an objection 
againſt the long-ſuffering of Gop, which they would 


| be very loth ſhould be made good upon them? 


II. It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that the long 


ſuffering of Gop toward ſinners is not a total for- 
bearance : it is uſually ſo mixt with afflictions and 


judgments of one kind or other, upon ourſelves or 
others, as to be a ſufficient warning to us, if we 
would conſider and lay it to heart, to ſin no more, 


< leſt a worſe thing come upon us; leſt that judg- 


ment, which we ſaw- inflicted upon others, come 


| home to us. And is not this great goodneſs, to 


warn us when he might deſtroy us, to leave room 
for a retreat, when he 9 — — 1 
_ | 


ners, to awaken them out of e 5 Pu- e = — 


. by. ſickneſs or by. health, by plenty or by want; 


5 0 ering Jes — 
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niſheth them gently, that we may have no g aig 

to hope for impunity z he makes: examplesiof” . 

in a more ſevert and remarkable manner, that others 

may hear, and fear, and be afraid to commit the 

like ſins, leſt the like puniſhment overtakes them 

he whips ſome” offenders before our eyes, to me 

what ſin deſerves, and what we alſo may zuſtiy er 

pect, if we do the ſame thing; and will . 5 

a warning to us but our on ſuffering sg 
Nay, Gow doth uſually ſend ſome jud dement or 

other upon every ſinner in this life; he lets him el 

the rod, that he may know that it is an evil and 

© bitter thing to ſin againſt him.“ He exertiſetłt 

men with many afflictions aud croſſes, and: difap- 

pointments, - which their own conſciences tell tllemi 

are the Juſt gy ej their deeds) and by cheſe 


avoid date blows 3 whew! mercy: alone will 
not work upon us and din us, bur being fed to the 


full, we! grow! wanton: and fooliſh; : he 
phyſick to us by affliction, and by adverſity endes 155 
vours to briug us to conſideration and a ſober mind; 

and many have been cured this way, and che judge 
ments of Gon have, done them that good, whit 
lis mercies and bleſſings could not; for Go would 


ſare us any way, by his mercy or by his judgu 


what we | deſire; or by what we dread; ſo def 
rous is he oft our repentance and happineſs, that he 
kaves no method unattempted that may probably 
do us good; he ſtrikes upon every paſſion in the 
heart of man; hie works upon our love by his good- 
neſs, i a Ca 

aa ra 17 A | fears, 

Ss 5 


2 — gin * Gon: 
. fears, firſt by his, threatnings, and if they be hog 


45 effectual, then hy his judgments; he tries. every af. 
i eien and takes hold of it, if by any means he may 


draw us to himſelf; and will nothing warn us, but 


Fhet will "ys us, and reader . e an 


| And . any ſinner be free frm Pabel alice 


and ſyfferings, yet ſin never fails to carry it's own 
* puniſhment along with it; there is a ſecret ſting and 


worm, a divine Nemeſis and revenge, that is bred in 


the bowels of every ſin, and makes it a heavy pu · 
niſhment to itſelf 5 the conſcience of a ſinner doth | 


frequently torment him, and his guile haunts and 
dogs him wherever he goes; for whenever a man 
commits a known and. wilful ſin, he drinks down 
poiſon, which though it may work lowly, yet it 
will give him many a gripe, and if no means be 
uſed. to expel it, will deſtroy him at laſt. 8 fob 
Ss that the long-ſuffering of Gop is willy onde: 
ed, and there is ſueh a mixture of judgy | 
as is ſufficjent ta awaken ſinners, and much more apt 
to deter them fi rom ſin, then; to eee them, to 
go on and continue in it. 
III. Nothing is farther "Eve, thei intention of 28 
5 chan to harden men by his long: ſuffering. This tho 
ſcripture moſt expreſly declares, 2 Pet. iii. 9. He 
is long: ſuffering to us: ward, not willing that any 
t ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repent- 
605 ance.” He hath a very gracious and merciful 
deſign in his patience towards ſinners, and is theres 
fore good, that he may make us ſo, and that we 
may 'ceaſe- to dg evil. The event of Gop's long 
| ſuffering may, by our on fault and abuſe of it, 
prove our ruin; but the deſign and intention of 


i, Pup, repeptance. py winks A the fins of 
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de men "(faith the ſon of Syrach) « that they ray 8: 
380! ftepent.* He paſſeth therfi by, and does not 
take ſpeedy vengeance upon finners for them, that 
they may have tirne to fepent of them, and td Hake 
their peace with him, while they are yet in the way, | 

. Nay, his long: ſuffering doth for only give ſpace. 
fe fepentance, itt is a great argument and encous | 
agement to it. That he is ſo loth to ſurprize fin- 
ners, that he gives them. the liberty of ſecond 
thoughts, time to reflect upon themſelves, to Lonſi⸗ ; 
der what they have done, and to retract it by re- 
pentance, is a 2 ſafficlene intimation that he hath no 
mind to ruin us, that © He deſires not the death of 
« a finner, but rather that he ſhould türn from his 
'« wickedneſs arid live.“ And ſhould not this gbod- | 
a neſs of his make us — 70 that we have offended im ? 
doth it not natural ly lead and invite us to repent= 
| ance? what other interpreratiofi, can we make Sf | 
his} Patience, what other uſe in reaſon mould ve | 
make of 1 its 125 to texem and return, chat we ma may 
be ſaved? ' ME N 
3 "There | is nothing "E the. tonglatfring of 
God, that is in truth any grotind of encouragerhent | 
to men in any evil courfe ; the proper. and natural. 
tendency of Gov's goodhek is to lead men to re- 
þentance, and by repentarice to ta bring them to hap- | 
pineſs; Rom. il. 4. Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of 
his g6odneſs arid parkerice, a atid long-fuffering, no not 
_ 9 5 that the goodneſs öf Gop, leadeth thee. 
to repetitance'? T This St. Peter, with, relation I 
to theſe very words of St. Paul, interpfets, leading 
to falvation ; 2 Pet. ili. 15. And account that 
the long- Auffering of our Lonb is falvation, as 
5 our beloved brother Paul alſo hath written un- 
_ 0 pon Now where did St. Paul wrde 812 
d 17 — 2 
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of Goo leads to repentance? It is not only Wl 
= Sreat ignorance, and a very groſs miſtake, to think 
that itÞ the deſign and intention of Gop's patience. 
5 and long - ſuffering to encourage men in ſin; but 
3 lkeyriſe to think, that in the nature of the thing, 
* e can bave any * to make men.enily 


| hroug 2 long fig a „ 
1 s we hardened in their evil WAYS, is wholly 5 
14 2 — to cheir abuſe of Gon goodneſs; its 
neither the end and intention, nor the proper and 
natural effect of the thing, but the eee 
of it, through our own fault. And is this any real 
ohjection againſt the Jong une of Gop t May 
not Gop be patient, though ſinners be impenitent ? 
May not he be good, though we be ſo fooliſh asto 
make an ill uſe of his goodneſs ? Becauſe men ae 
apt to abuſe the mercies and favours of Gon, is it 
therefore a fault in him to beſtow them upon us ? b 
it not enough for us to abuſe them, but will we chal- 
lenge Gop alſo of unkindneſs in giving them? May 
not Gon uſe wiſe and fitting means far our recovery, 
becauſe we are ſo fooliſh as not to-make a wiſe uſe of 
them? And muſt he be charged with our ruin, be- 
cauſe he ſeeks by all means to prevent it? Is it not 
enough to be injurious to ourſelves, but will we be 
to Gop alſo ? When Gop. hath laid out 
the riches of his goodneſs and patience upon finners, 
will they challenge him as acceſſory to their ruin 7 
As if a fooliſh. heir, that hath prodigally waſted the fair 
eſtate that was left him, ſhould be ſo far from blam- 
ing himſelf as to charge his father with undoing him. 
Axe theſe 6 the 1 
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we thus rechte the Loan, foaliſn people and l 4 = I 


theraſelves by. their abuſe. of it; let the bla cen 
he Where it is due, and let God have the glory af 
his goodneſs, .thoug x nem refuſe the beaek monk 
vantage of it. 

VI. Aad Lefty, bur becauſe this obje@ion pinch- 
ech hardeſt in one. Point; viz. That Gop « 
foreſees taat a great many will, abuſc his logg ſuffen- 
ing, to the en | of their guilt, and the aggra- 
vating of their condemiiationʒ and how is his, long- 
ſuffering any mercy and goodneſs to thoſe, -who he 
certainly fore-knows will in the event be ſo much the 
more miſerable, for having had ſo much patience 
extended to them? Therefore for a full anſwer, L 5 
deſire theſe fix things may be conſidered .... 

1. That Gop deſigns. this life for the trial of. our 
abeclence, chat according as we behave ourk 
may reward or puniſh us in another world. 

2. That there could be no trial of n 
any capacity of rewards and puniſhments,” but up- 
on the ion of freedom and liberty; * 
that we do not do hat we do upon force — 
celſity, but upon frre choice, 5 

3. Thar Gov, 'by vie af-the de aaa 
of his knowledge, does clearly and certainly foreſee 
all future events, even thoſe which are moſt contin- f 
bent. ſuch as are the arbritrary actions of free ani 

This I know hath been denied, 

but withour ns: ſince it is not only contrary to 
the common apprehenſions. of mankind from the ve- . 
ry light of nature, that Gop ſhould not fore-k. 
future events, but to clear and mae 3 
ad that in ſuch inſtances forthe eat which lt 

2 1 ä | deny 
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: be TOE Hering of TY 
Sha God's foreknowledge 1 in general of the futiits 


actions of free and voluntary agents, I mean, thit 


the r expreſly declares God's determinate fore- 
'knowledge of the moſt wicked actions; as the cru. 


cifying of Cuxis r, who is faid, according to the 


determinate counſel and fore-knowledge of Cop, ta 


0 have been by wicked hands crucified and lain, 


4. That the bare fore · Knowledge of things "I 


| tak no more influence upon them to make them th 


be, than the ſight and knowledge of things preſent 
Hath upon them to miake them to be preſent. I may 
ſee or know that the ſun is riſen, without ſeeing tle 


cauſe of it's riſing ; and no more is bare knowledge 


of future events the cauſe that they are, whieh they 


are. And if any man aſk, how God can certainly 
fore Know things, which depend upon free and a. 
bitrary cauſes, unleſs he do ſome way decree and de- 


termine r 1 anſwer, that this is not a fair and 


reaſonable demand, to aſk of men, who have bit 


| finite underſtandings, to make out and declare all 


'the ways that infinite knowledge hath of knowing 
and of fore-ſeeing the actions of free creatures, with. 
out prejudice to their liberty and freedom of ad- 


ing. However, it is of the two much -mote cre- 


dible to reaſon, that infinite knowledge ſhould cet- 
i tainly fore-know things, which our underſtandings 


cannot imagine how they ſhould be fore-known, thai 


that Gop ſhould any way $be the auttior of fin, by 


| determining and decreeing the wicked actions of 


men. The firſt only argues the imperfe&ion of our 


| underſtandings ; but the other lays the greateſt ble- 
miſn and 2 1 ape that can be vpowr the dire 


nature. 
So that this difficult controverſy about che Gai 


. of Gon is brought to this point, whether 
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The Jong-ſu Hering of - Gap; 3 
man had better believe, that infinite knowledge's 


may be able to fore-know things in à way which = 


our fo underſtanding cannot comprehend : : or to 
aſcribe ſomething to Gop, from whence it .-if 
unavoidably. follow, that he is the author of fin 
The firſt is only a modeſt and juſt e of 
our own ignorance ; the laſt is the utmoſt and greats. 
eſt abſurdity that a man can be brought to; and to 
ſay that we carinot beligve the fore · Knowledge of 5 
Gov, unleſs we can make out the particular manner! 


of it, is more unreaſonable, than if an ignorant man 


ſnould deny a difficult propoſttion in Euclid or Archi- 
medes to be demonſtrated, beeauſe he knows ot 
how to demonſtrate i . e 
6. And conſequently SE WOT RA 3 15 ty 
may very well conſiſt; and notwithſtanding Go s 
fore-knowledge of what men will do, g may y by 
as free as if he did not fore-know it. And, 1 
Laſtly, That Gop doth not deal with men ac- 
cording to his fore- knowledge of the good or bad 
uſe of their liberty, but according to the nature and 
reaſon of things; and therefore if he be long-ſuf- 5 
fcring to ward ſinners, and do not cut them off up- 
on the firſt provocation, but give them a ſpace and: 
opportunity of repentance, and uſe all proper means 
and arguments to bring them to repentance, and b 
ready to afford his grace to excite good reſolutions 
in them, and to ſecand and aſſiſt them, and they 
refuſe and reſiſt all this; their wilful obſtinacy and 
impenitency is as culpable, and God's goodneſs and; . 
patience as much to be acknowledged, as if Gp 
did not foreſee the abuſe of it; becauſe his fore- 
fight and knowledge of what they would do, laid 
x0 neceſſity upon them to do what they did. 
2; a printe had the privilege of fore-knowledge ay 


Goo 
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— many of his ſubjects would certainly incur the penal. 


Tr Gee _ did n 1 areas 
ty of his: laws, and that others would! abuſe his good. 
neſs and clemency to tham; yetcif he would! govery 
like free: and: reaſonable creatures, he ought to 
make the ſame wiſe laws to'reſtramtheir exorbitancy, 
and to uſe the ſame clemency in all caſes that did 
fairly admit of it, as if he: did notatꝭ all foreſee whar 
chey would db; nor ow: they: would abuſe his cle- 
mency.;; for it is nevertheleſs: fit: to make wiſe and 
reaſonable: laws, and to govern with equity! and. cle. 
mency, though it were certainly foreſoen that they 
that are governed would act very: fooliſhlycand: un- 
reaſonably in the uſe of their Hbertyr. Its grrat good 
neſ in Cop to ge men the means and opportunity 
of being ſaved, thiough they ahuſe thin goodneſß to 
their farther ruin; and: he may be heatrily: grieved 
for that folly and obſtinaty in men, whichche'cers 
tainly fareſees will end in their ruin; and may with 
great ſeriouſneſs and ſincerity-wiſh theyi would do o- 
therwiſe, and were as wiſe to db good ar they are 
wilful to do evil. And: thus! he is repteſented' io 
ſcripture, as regretting the miſchief: whichmen wil · 
fully bring upon themſelves 3 O that they were 
&&. yriſe, O that they would 88 1 8 (and cout. 

us der their ue 2 „35 ² ˙ hs, 
goodnaſh of 


: "And. this is ſufficient to vindicabt che 
Gat in his patience; and lang-fuffering:to, ſinners, 
and: to make them wliolly guilty of ali that bells 
chem for their wilful contempt and abuſe of ii. 
I Hhall draw {inie-infivenccs Gm chis holed 
courſe upon this argument. 
EI, This 5 hows oh ery WWW RN pere 
diſingenuity of men, who take orcaſion to harden 
r hemſelves . 
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S © my, 


ſhould it and ſoften hein i Thou bat Anne, 


and art liable to the juſfice of Gop, ſentence is' gone 
forth, but Gop' reſpites 1 the execution of it, ane hath 


granted thee a reprieve, and time and *opportunit 
to ſue out thy pardon, Now what uſe ought w . 


reaſon to make of this patience of Gop towards us? 


Weought certainly <* to break off our ſins by a ſpeedy. 
© repentance, left iniquity be our ruin; immediately 
to ſue out our pardon, and to make our peace 
«with Gop; while we are yet in the way, and to 
reſolve; never any more willmgly to offend tliat G 
who is fo gracious and in I, ſo long-lufferi ng and 
full of compaſſion. "Bur what, 525 do men commort- 
ly make of it? They take occaſion to confirm and 
ſtrengthen themſelves in their wickedneſs, and to 
reaſon themſelves i into vain and groundleſs hopes * 5 
impunity. Now what a folly is this, becauſe pu- 
niſhment doth not corne, therefore to haſten it, and | 
to draw it down upon ourſelves ?” Becauſe ithath' not 
jet overtaken us, therefore to go forth and meet it? 
Becauſe there is yet a poſſibility of eſcaping it, there- 
fore to take a certain courſe to make it unavoidable? 
Becauſe there is yet hope concerning us, therefore to 


make our caſe deſperate and paſt 'remiedy ? See ho. 


unreaſonably men bring ruin upon Geenen; ſo 
that well might the Pfalmiſt aſk that queſtion, Have 

all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? 
But their folly and unreaſonableneſs is not ſo great 
but their perverſeneſs and diſingenuity is greater. To 
fin, becauſe Gov is long-ſuffering, is to be evil; be- 
cauſe he is good, and to provoke him, becauſe he 
ſpares us ; it is 12 with God, and to contend 
with his goodneſs, as if we were reſolved to try the 
utmoſt” ſength of his patience; and becauſe Gov is 
"V0 FM. - mm 
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The lang ſaffering of Gop. 
lech to. puniſn, therefore to urge and importune bim 
to that which is ſo contrary to his inclination. 


eyil and danger of thus abuſing the long · ſuffering of 
Gop. It is a provocation of the higheſt nature, be. 


Sauſe it is to trample upon his deareſt attributes, tha: 


which he moſt delights and glories in, his goodnek 
and mercy ; for the long ſuffering of Gop is hi 
goodneſs to the guilty, and his ory $9, thoſe who 
delerve to be miſerable. 

Nothing makes our ruin more pertain, Sap e 
o and more intolerable, than the abuſe of .Goy's 
goodneſs and patience, After Gop had born long 


With that rebellious people, the children, of Ifta, 


| 9, 9. Harden not your hearts, as in the proyo- 
** cation, in the day of temptatian in the wilderneß: 
* when your fathers proved. me, and ſaw my. works 


and notwithſtanding all their murmurings, all ther 


infidelity and impenitency, had ſpared them ten 


s, at laſt he ſets his ſeal. to their ruin, Heb; ii. 


5 forty years. This was 2 high provocation in- 


deed, to harden. their hearts under the patience and 
long ſuffering. of God, after forty years trial and ex. 
perience of it; v. 20. Wherefore I was grieved 
< with that generation, and ſaid, They are a people 


F that do err in their hearts, for zhey have not known 


« my Ways. And what was the iſſue of all this? 
Upon this Gop takes up a fixed reſolution to bear no 
ARE FER ths hut to cut them off from the bleſ- 
he had. promiſed to beſtow upon them; 5* He 


2 n that they ſhould. — 


Le de A fen te n chews de 


4. to his reſt. To whom ſware he, that they ſhould 
e not enter into his reſt, but to chem that believed 
* not?” Or, as the ward may be rendered, to them 


4 


® 


II. This may ſerve to convince men of the great! . 
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— more certain, ſo more ſpeedy and more 
intolerable. We think that becauſe Gop fuffers long. : 
he will ſuffer always; and becauſe puniſhment is de- 
layed, therefore it will never come; but it will come 
che ſooner for this: fo our Loxp tells us, Luke ii. 
When the fervant faid, His Loxp delayed his 
coming; the Loxp of that fervant mal come 
* jn a day that he looks not for him, and at an hour 
« when he is not aware, and ſhall cut him in ſunder, 
« and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites.” 
None fo like to be furpriſed by the jadgment of Gon. 
sthoſe who treſpaſs fo boldly upon his patience. 
III. To perſuade us to W a right ufe of che 
patience and long: ſuffering of Gov, and to comply 
vith the merciful end and deſign of Gop therein, 
1. It is the deſign of Gop's long⸗ ſuffering, to 
give us a fpace of repentance. Were it not that Go 
had this deſign and reafonable expectation from us, 
he would not reprieve a finner for one moment, but 
would execute his judgments upon him ſo ſoon as ever 
he had offended: this our Sa vroux declares to us 
by the parable of the fig-tree, Luke Xii. 6. Wee 
it not that Gop expects from us the fruit of 
tance, he would © cut us downꝰꝰ, and not ſuffer us, 
ow. eumber the ground“; after he had © waited 
three years, ſecking fruit and finding none, he 
4 < rertf en ir one year more, to ſee if it would bear fruit. f 
2. The long-ſuffering of Gop is_a great encou- 
been to repentance. We ſee by his patience 
that he is not ready to take advantage againſt us ; 
chat he ſpares us hen we offend, is 4 Very good ſigh. 
that he'will — if we repent. Thus natural 
1 17 B 2 light 


The n. ak oD. * 
L light would reaſon, and ſo the king of Nineveh,.a L. 
» heathen, reaſons, Who can tell if Gop Zim 1 


F © repent?” But we are fully aſſured of this by the gra-. 


” ſays © 5 * have we done? How « * 


cious declarations of the goſpel, and the way of a= 
and forgiveneſs which is; therein eſtabliſhed through 
faith in the blood of Jzsuvs CuRISsT, who was made 
Ea propitiation for the ſins of the whole world. 

23 We herefore the ag een of Gop Sous de. 


5 7 repentance: :” for this-i is the pant ye Goo! s pati- WM © 
ence; He is long-ſuffering tous - ward, not willing n 
< that any ſhould periſn, but that all ſhould come Wl h 

« to repentance. He hath no pleaſure in the death MW v 
cc of the wicked, but. that the wicked ſhould turn d 


« from his way and live.“ Gop every where ex- 

. preſſeth a vehement defire and earneſt expectation of { 
our repentance and converſion; Jer. iv. 14.0 
&« Jeruſalem ! waſh thy heart from wickedneſs, that 
« thou. mayeſt be ſaved. And chap. 13. 27. 
40 Wo unto thee Jeruſalem ! wilt thou not be made 

& clean? when ſhall it once be? He who is ſo par 
5 tient as to the puniſhment of our ſins, is almoſt im- 
patient of our repentance for them; Wilt thou 
not be made clean? when ſhall it once be?” And 
can we ſtand out againſt his earneſt deſire of our 

happineſs, whom we have ſo often and fo long pro- 
voked to make us miſerable ?_. 

Let us then return into dns and chin: 6. 
nouſl what our caſe and condition is; how ve 
have oed, and how long the patience of Gov, — | 
ſuffered our manners, and. waited for our 
and how inevitable and intolerable the miſery of thoſe 
muſt be who live and die in the contempt and abuſe: 
of it; let us heartily repent of our wicked ves, Na 
have 
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grace and patience. 


25 | , 2 , 


ye bern af Our „ and what area R 4. 
ve taken to undo ourſelves? 8 
Let us ſpeedily ſet about e bade wie ; 


not know how long. the patience of Gop may' laſt, 


This day of Gop's/gtace and patience will have 
an wp therefore, as the prophet exhorts, Iſa. ly. 5. 


1 


pa the opportunities of our ſalvation be continued to 


« Seek: the Loxp while he may be found;; and- call | 


6 upon him while he is near. | Now; Gop. 
oully i invites ſinners to come to him, and is ready to 


receive them; nay, if they do but move towards 


him, he is ready to go forth and meet them half 
way; but the time will come, when he will bid them 
depart from him, when they ſhall c Ye Lon, 


* Logp, open unto us, and the e : of: . ” 


ſhall be ſhut againſt them. 


All the whils eee 2345 . work, 


thou ventureſt thy immortal ſoul, and: putteſt thy e- 


ternal ſalvation upon a deſperate hazard ; and ſhould 


Gop ſnatch thee ſuddenly away in an impenitent 


ate, what would become of thee ? Thou art yet 


in the way, and Gop is yet reconcileable, but death 


is not far off, and perhaps much nearer to thee than 
thou art aware; at the beſt thy life is uncertain, and 
death will infallibly put a eee day of Gon 8 

Repentance is a work ſo necel 
no man ſhould loſe ſo much — as to deliberate, 
whethef he ſhould ſet about it or not; de neceſſariis 


nulla eff deliberatio z * no man deliberates about what 


- wv Ms. 


work of ſo great — and concernment, ** 
the delay ober infinitely lene 


ning it, What has greater ally 2 d 


ry, that a | 


* 
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5 sun i be das for men 0 1 venture their immortal ſouls, 


aud to run an „ee e Seer | 


hftmg conſrauene ?? 

This day of Gop's patience/is the great opporty- 
 niry-of our ſalvation, and i we let it flip, it is never 

tu be recovered: if we miſ.· improve this time of our 
life, we ſhalt not be permitted to live it over again 


to improve it better. Our ſtate of trial ends with | 


this life, after that Gop will prove us no more; then 


we ſhalt wiſh, O chat Thad known in that my day, 


& they are hid from mine eyes; therefore to day, 
_ <--whilſt"it is called to day, harden not your hearts, 
<< make no tarrying to turn to the Lok, and put 


net off from day to day; for ſaddfnly ſhall the 


«© wrath of the Loxp break forth, and in thy fe 
*curity thou ſhalt be deſtroyed ;' exercife repent- 


46 ance in the time ann nnn 
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Jon 5 har ſites once; rubice have I beard 1h that 
Power belongeth unto —_ eee 
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N ain the aecributes of Gop, T have on- 
| fidered thoſe. which relate to the divine under- 
ſtanding, to which I: reflrred hiv knowledite and wiſ⸗ 
E ee e 
BE | VIZ, 
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The power of Gol. 
viz, Gan's juſtice, unh, holineſs, and goadneſh: ö., 


I come now to conſider his power of 4 ing, which = — 
is his omnipatency: ; this 1 fall peak. to NPs es 
words. 1 * Sealy | 
In the beginning of this Plalm, David declares that 
Gov was the great object of his truſt and confidence, 
and that all his hopes and ation of ſafety and 
deliverance were from him, v. I, 2. And this makes | 
him challenge his enemies for all their miſchievous 
qualities and devices againſt him, as vain attempts, 
v. 3, 4. Hereupon he chargeth himſelf to continue 
his truſt and confidence in Gop, from whom was all 
his expectation, and who was able to ſave and deli- 
ver him; v. 5, 6, 7. And from his example and 
experience, he encourageth and exhorts all others to 
truſt in Gop, v: 8. and. that from xo arguments... 
1. Becauſe. all other objects of our truſt and con» 
33 are vain and inſufficient, and will fail thoſe 
that rely upon them. If we rely upon any thing 
in this world, it muſt either be perſons or things; 
but we cannot ſafely repoſe our truſt in either of theſe; 
Not in perſons: they may be reduced to one of theſe 
two heads, either high or low : Thoſe that are of a 
mean condition, it would be in vain to truſt them; 
they that cannot ſecure themſelves from meanneſs, can - 
not ſecure others from miſchief, · men of low degres 
are vanity: But the great ones of the world, they 
would ſcem to promiſe ſamething of afliſtance andſex 
curity to us; but if we depend upon them, they will « 


fruſtrate us, ** men of high degree are a lie. As fr 


the things of the world, that which men uſually place 

their confidence in, is riches; theſe are either got by 
unlawful, or lawful means 3; if they be ill gotta by 
epprefſion TI 22 ſeaur- 


hat Wi hore Fic Ry by place our hopes in them, 
"if ric eaſe; ſet not your hearts upon them. 
ET 4 * that is, yourbope 3 for e ee 
my ny of the —— 9 Eo dh 


a5 See, We me ae Hay of upon any one, 
in whom theſe two things concur, a power to help 


nefs to meine him ſo to do. Now 
David tells us, that both theſe are own in Dok 
88 and do in a peculiar manner 8 tol um 
Me 
mall Peak to that which Davic 4 11 
ground of our confidence, the EG Gov! rho 


85 s to. — — which he brings the teſt» Ml | 
„ asif it did er 60 Wire particul; 

Fladen of Go ad then again — 4 are k 
how to reconcile c G ob's ing this | 
myſteries i in theſe 8 — which are 5 
plain ſenſe ; for Tunderſtane no more by it but this, 
chat Gop hath ſev ral times "this; he fre- 
iently declared himſelf by this attribute, *"once, Ml 
yea twice, that Is, he hath ſpoken i it often and , 
- David heard it often. This is anfwerable to that Il 
Phrat of the Latins, Camel argus erum 5 and it's  * 

—_ vſudlin al writers, to uſe 2 certain ni mber for an un- 
| . 


N 7 wach thee; th 


ar! 


bles. Eccleſ. xi. 2. Give a portion to ſeven, df . 
« alſo to eight that is, diſtribute thy charity to 
mand 3-000 and which is neareſt to this, Job „ a 


« Once have 1 ſpoken, but I will not anſwer; yea 
« twice, but I will proceed no farther::”* that is, 1 
eee. friends ; and xxxiii. 
14. Go ſpeaketh once, yea twice, in a dream, in 
« 5 "widen of the night ;** that 1 is, G0 reveals him- 
ſelf in ſeveral ways and manners to men; ſo here 
* Gop hath ſpoken once, . yea twice, that is, Gov: 
bath often declared: this. And if I would be ſo cu- 
tious to refer to a particular declaration of Gop, I 
ſnould think, that it related either to the preface to 
che law, I am the Lon p thy Go,“ that is, the 
great and powerful Gop, that brought thee our of 
the land of Egypt; or rather to the declaration 
which Gop made of himſelf to Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, by the name of the Almighty Gon, Gen. xvii. 
1. Concerning which revelation of God, it is ſaid 
expreſly, Exod. vi. 3. I appeared unto Abraham, 
* and Iſaac, and Jacob, by the name of Gop Al- 
« mighty, but, by my W was I. not 
known to them.. 

Bar chan which len a thrqumins 
ſition itſelf, that power belongs to Gop ;“ that is, 
that the excellency of power, power in it's higheſt : 
degree and perfection; ne eee ee a 
that is, that omnipotence is a f 0 . 


of the divine nature. of. na | 


„ =o Say Tee 
- Firſt, Whas va e co underſtand bythe mnipe 
tence of Gop. - 


- Secondly, That this pecfation belongs to:Govs 


Firſt, Wha areare.cqundertiand by the mage 
tence of rn 
3 Vol. VII. 5 l 1. As 


7 


; * 


The power 7 __ 


nk ee dee 1 | 
I. As to the principle, it is an Alten 60 60 0 


as the doing of which fpeaks power and per. 


feftion 3: that is, whatever is not repugnant either to 


the nature of things, or of Gop 4 whatever does not 


imply a contradiction in the thing, or an imperfecti. 


on in the doer; an ability to do all things which are 


conſiſtent witwwitſelf, and with the divine nature and 


perfection; by which we muſt mean an executive 


power, the effect whereof is without himſelf, for 
what he is ſaid to do within himſelf, the acts of hi 
underſtanding and will, as we conceive his will to be 
diſtin& from his power, are not to be referred to his 
omnipotence. To have a right conception of omni« 

tence we muſt imagine the moſt perfect active prit- 


riple that we can, and it is ſtill ſomething more per. 
fect than that, or any —_ we ee * 


auer conception, N 
12: Let ysimagine a principle from dich all obs 


power is derived, and upon which it depends, and 


to which it is perfectly ſubject and ſubordinate. 


2. A perfect active principle, which can — nit 
anly what any finite being or creature can do, but 
what all beings joined together can do; Bays a 
n all can do. 

g. A perfect active principle, to whick nocking 
can — any conſiderable, much leſs effectual reſ 
ſtance, — can check and countermand at ples · 
ene, eee 
cher powers that we can imagine beſides this; be. 
cauſe we cannot imagine any other power, that Þ 
Rives an; and does nat depend it 
things in a moſt pete runner and can dll ting 
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at once and in an inſtant, Ae eich und webe SER 
but do one thing at once, and the greater and more . 
confiderable it is, the more time it will take us to do 
ic, and we find it the harder and more difficult to be 
done; but Gop, to whoſe knowledge all things are 
preſent at once, and together, and the acts of whoſe 
will are as quick and perfect as of his underſtanding; 
hath a power anſwerable to the perfection of both; 
and therefore it is as eaſy to him to do all things, as 
one thing; at once, as ſucceſſively, and in time. For 
this is the privilege of an infinite ſpirit, that it does 
not only act without hands and material engines or 
mſtruments, as every fpirit doth, but without mott- 


on from one place to another, becauſe he ts every 


where, and fills all places; he acts per modum vulun- 
atis, as if his actings were nothing elſe but a willing 
that ſuch a thing be done, and ipſo fatto every thing 
is ſo, as he wills it ſhonld be, and when he wills it 
ſhould be; as if things did ſtart up into being, or 


vaniſh out of being, as if they did break forth into 


being, and ſeulk again into nothing, and undergo 


the beck of his will.” And this is the moſt per- 
feſt way of acting that can be imagined, which: the 
ſcripture ſeems to expreſs to us when it repreſents Gov 


” © making things by his word, upholding alk thingy 
by the word of his power, 
the word, and ſay, Let fuch a thing be, and 
it was ſo; as if there were nothing more requi- 
red to the doing of any thing, bur an expreſs act of 
the divine will, which is all we can underſtand by 
Gop's ſpeaking, by and voice, and fay- 
„Let things be** ; but the leaſt that it can ſig- 


C2: 


Ay, el ae manner 1 ; 


asifhe did bur ſpeak 


"ap 5 85 . The Rue of - Gon: : 


"SBRM whereby Go i is able to do things in an inſtant, a. «. 
ct — N 
—ſoon as a word can be ſpoken. yep ep Fe 
And as he can do all things at once, ie wi 
5 inſtant ; ſo with eaſe, without any pain or laborious 
endeavour; for what is it chat can object any difculty 
to him? At the firſt creation of things there was 
nothing to reſiſt him; and ſince the creation, there is 
nothing but what was made by him, and conſequent- a 
. ly all whoſe power is derived from him, and depends I in 
upon him, and is fubje& to him, and being finite IM co 
and limited, isinfinitely unequal to the infinite pow- U 
er of Gop; ſo that we may imagine the divine pow- en 
er would paſs through all the reſiſtance that all creat- cc 
ed power can make, and all the difficulties. it can WW n: 
object to it, with more eaſe than a bullet paſſith tl 
through the thin Airs or app wound e tt 
a net of cobweb. . 
5. The moſt Fc nftive grinelgls we can fie 
| Sine, the utmoſt bounds and limits of whoſe perfec- · 
| tion we cannot imagine, that is, when we have ima- 
 _ ginedit to be as perfect, and to act in as perfect 
manner as we can imagine, yet we have not reached 
the perfection of it; but after all this, that it can 
do many things more than we can imagine, and in a 
manner much more perfect than we can imagine. 
This is the omnipotence of Gop ito to * pr znelpte 
which hath no bounds and limits. | 
II. As to theexerciſe of it, it is — limited by 
the divine will and wiſdom. The divine will deter- 
mines it to it's exerciſe, the divine wiſdom directs, 
and regulates t the exerciſe. of it; that is, Gop exer- 
ciſeth his power willingly, and not by neceſſity, and 
in ſuch manner, for the producing ſuch effects, and 
n order to ſuch ends and purpoſes, as ſeem, beſt to 
his wiklom. Hence he is 1 „to àct all things 
* "I * according 


* * 
* 5 2 


oO „ - 282288822 K 


- 


3 rs Yo 


as 


r F 7 


„ 5 . „ F YT 


— 


4 that it was not made, and cauſeth a thing to have 
been, ſo as that it hath not been 


| IE 8 of. Gov. 
« a to his good pleaſi 


« ing worde counſel of his wills 55 ' that is, freely and g 
wiſely. : IS * * 
As to 8 extent * hy e ee 1 aid its was. an 
ability to do all things that are conſiſtent the? a, E 
and with the nature and perfection of Gop.... '- ks | 
Firſt; that are conſiſtent with itſelf, that i 18, Wit 


a power: to do all things. It is a — — 


imagine, that omnipotence can do that, which, if it 
could be done, would render all power inſignificant. | 
Upon this account, the divine power is not ſaid to 
extend to the working of any thing which implies a 
contradiction, and the terms whereof ſpeak. a repug- 
nancy to one another; and mutually deſtroy one ano- 
ther, and the doing whereof is contrary to the na- 
ture of the thing which is ſuppoſed to be done, that 


is, is nonſenſe, and cannot be imagined to be. For 


example, that a thing ſhould be, and not be at the 
fame time. For. a power to make a thing to be, ſo : 
z it ſhould not be while it. is, gnif thing; be- 
cauſe ſuch a being as is not, is nothing 3. 2 


make ſuch a being, would be to do nothing, and 


conſequently ſuch a power. would ſignify.- nothing. 
So likewiſe. we cannot ſay, that the divine power. can 


cauſe, that the ſame thing ſhould be made and not 15 
be made, that that which hath been, ſho 
have been; for the power which makes china tt 


een does nothing; and 
conſequently is no power. Nor can we ſay, that 


the divine power can effect that any thing ſhould be 


made by itſelf, . that is, be the cauſe, of it's n be- 
t would. be to caulg that a thing ſhould by 


be befring it is, that is, be, when it is not, which 
ſignifies nothing. We cannot ſay that the divine 


*. 


te acc 3 | 
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4692 n of Gov.” 
8 Power can effect, that twice two ſhould not me 
n. for that would be to cauſe that things ſhould 
not be what they are, if they be at all, which is to 
cauſe that things ſhould be and not be at all, when cit 
they are, which amounts to nothing. ea 
We cannot ſay, the divine power can 8 ot 
ſound to be ſeen, and colour to be heard; for that 
would be to make colour and ſound all one, that is, 
things that differ, to be the ſame while they differ, 
which is to make colour and ſound not to be colour 
and ſound while they are ſo, which is to do nothing, 

and canſequently-argues no power. EO E62 

We cannot fay, the divine power can make tha 
which is intrinſically and eſſentially good to be evil; 
and on the contrary : or that which is neceſſarily 
true to be falſe; and on the contrary, For to make 
that which is intrinfically and eſſentially good to be 
| evil, is to make that which is always good to be 
fometimes evil, that is, to be evil whilſt it is good, 
' that is to make good and evil all one; which is to 
bring two things together, which ſo ſoon as they 
Ado exiſt, deſtroy one another, which is to no pu- 
| : Poſe, becauſe it is to nne e 
the ſame reaſon of true and falſe. e 
We cannot ſay, eee Gop as 
that the ſame thing ſhould be hot and cold, dead 
and alive at the ſame time; becauſe theſe deſtroy 
one another, and if they were both, neither 6 
7 them would be, Rs beg ee e 
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ee! that the ſame. body ſhould- be in two 
Nen poſtures, ia, mad a; welt; and in ie. 
ae 
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em grant theſe contradictions, but then . fly 


She goin nar 


tal places, which are the nu of cram: SEAM; 
ſubſtantiation}; for, for the ſame body to be at the — _ 


ſame time in two ſeveral places, is to be limited and 
circumſcribed by each of theſe, that is, ſo to be in 
each of them, as not to be in the other, or in any 
other; ſo that if it be in this place, it is not in:that, 
nor in any other beſides this; if it be in that place, it 
is not in this, nor any other beſides that; but if it 
be in two, it is both in this and in that, and there» 
fore in neither of them, nor any where elle; 0 
that a power to make a body to be in two plates at 
once, is a power to make it to be no where, that is, 
not to be at all, which is no power; and there is 
the ſame reaſon of the ſame body's being in contrary 
_—_ or in motion and at e or in two ep 
at the ſame time. NAI x 

So that by all theſe. e it n chat 2 
power to do any thing which implies a oontradiction, 
and is repugnant- to the nature of things, — | 
nothing, and the ſuppoſed effect of it is only to 
bring terms together, which if they could be brought 
together, ſo ſoon as they meet, will mutually take 
nnn 
and to no purpoſe, ct n 

I hawe de More explicitly laid. open thesen 
kictiona, with relation to the groſs doctrine of tran- 
ae wee 
kw they ſhy deny, hat tel coneradidions fol 
low from that doctrine, and uſe pitifulſhifts whe” ang 
them; but being not able to ſatisfy them 
way, if tho worſt ſhould come to the worſt, th 


369 . 
83 as many contradictions in the doctrine of the Thi 
ip, which all Chriſtians believe. And thus they 


eddie ah Gov. 


Z ä chriſtianity, to defend popery; and if they 


cannot perſuade men to be papiſts, do what they 


cun to make them atheiſts, or at leaſt, to hinder 


tkem from being Chriſtians : but there is not fo 


5 much maliee in this objection, but there is as little 
ſttength. Is it any - contradiction, that the ſame 
thing ſhould: be three and one in ſeveral dere! 


is all that the ſcripture teacheth concerning 


| the Trinity : but if -men will .undertake to explii 


this more particularly than Gop thought fit to do, 
and do it in ſuch a manner as that they cannot free 
themſelves from contradiction, let them look to it, 
the chriſtian religion is not at all concerned in this, 
farther than to cenſure ſuch mens boldneſs and cu. 


by Bur againſt 1 FRO img 


contradiction from the compaſs and extent of the 


divine power, there are two objections which are 
more conſiderable, and deſerve to be taken notice of. 
I. We grant Gop's fore-knowledge of future 
events, which ſeem to us to be impoſſible to be fore- 
known ; now why may we not .as well grant that 


Soy can do things which ſeem to us impoſſible to be 
duone by any other power, as fore-know things which 


ĩt is impoſſible for any underſtanding to know? For 
 why-ſhould we pretend to know the utmoſt of what 


|  nfinite power can do, any more: than the utmoſt of 


* 8 
* 


__ the paſibilixy-of n * contingen- 


wunindiatire-underhanding en nom | 
Anſ. Tknowno reaſon but cate; har 
be granted. if there were an equal neceſſity of 


granting the poſſibility. of thoſe things, which ſeem 


to us impoſſible to be done, that there is of grant 


0s 


A 


i, 


) be 
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believe. to be a divine revelation, expteſly tells us; 
that Gop doth foreknow them, and gives us inſtances 
of it in ſeveral prophecies and predictions. Now if 
any man can ſhew me as expreſs texts which ſay, 
that God can make a body to be in two places at 


once, I will believe it, though I do not fee ho W 


it is poſſible; becauſe it is reaſonable I ſhould believe 


that infinite power can do many things, the poſſibi- - 


ly of which my finite underſtanding cannot reach. 

Now whereas the papiſts ſay, the erpt ure hath ſaid 
that from which this neceſſarily follows, viz. * This 
is my body; this is not enough, unleſs they could 
either prove, that it is neceſſary to underſtand all 
texts of ſcripture in a rigorous and ſtrict propriety of 
the letter, without admitting of any trope or figure 
in the words; which they do not pretend: or elſe 


| ſhew a clear reaſon,. why this ſhould be underſtood 
ſo, more than a thouſand others ; which they have 


not done, and I think never can do. 
But if fe be farther argued; if we grant in one 


al, that thoſe things which ſeem to be contradifti- 


ons to us may be poſlible, why not in all caſes ? 
Unleſs we had fome certain way of diſtinguiſhing | 


between ſeeming contradictions and real ones. And 


if we grant all contradictions poſſible, then there is 
no reaſon to exempt. theſe from the extent of the 
divine power; but we may ſafely ſay, that the di- 
vine power can make a thing to be, and not to e 
at the ſame timb. To this I anſwer © 
1. Ido not grant, that any thing, which Cer 
me to be a contradiction, ought to be granted by 
me to be poſſible, unleſs I have NON aſſurance and 
WG EEE EE | eg greater 
7. 
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We muſt grant the poſſibility of fore-knowing fi 3 rl. 
ture contingeneies, becauſe the ſcripture, which we 
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greater reaſon to beben it 60 be pelle chan | 


—— have to believe it to be a contradiction; for ex- 


ample, ſuppoſe it were clearly revealed in ſerip- 


ture, that two bodies may be in the ſame place and 


at the ſame time (which is not, nor any thing like 
it) then having a revelation for this, and no revelati- 


on that it is not a contradiction, I have higher aſſur- 


ance and greater reaſon to believe it poſſible, than that 


itis a contradiftion ; and conſequently I have reaſon | 


to believe i it is no contradiftion, and that from thence 


it would not follow, that the ſame thing may be, 


* 


and not be at the ſame time: but though in caſe of 
divine revelation, I may believe that to be no con- 
tradiction, which ſeems to me to be a contradiction 
yet I am not without great neceſſity and clear evi 


duence to offer violence to reaſon, and affront the 
faculty of underſtanding which Gop hath endowed 
me withal, by entertaining any thing which ſeems to 
me to be a contradiction; which the papiſts do in the 


buſineſs of tranſubſtantiation, without any evidence 


of 1 and conſequently without neceſſity. 


But if this were revealed in ſcripture, that the 
fins thing may be and not be at the ſame time, 1 


could have no reaſon to believe that, becauſe I could 


have no aſſurance, if that were true, that the ſcrip- 


tures were a divine revelation, or that it were to be 
believed if it were; for if it were true, that the ſame 

thing may be and not be, then a divine revelation 
may be no divine revelation, and when I am bound 


to believe a thing, I may be bound at the ſame time 


not to believe it, and fo all things would fall into un- 
- certainty, and the foundation of all aſſurance, and 


o all duty and obedience, both of faith and ne 


would be taken away. 


The 2d oh ys: is from the power of creation, 
„„ „ which 
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matter; and yet ſpirit, if it were r made of any thi hit 


an 


—— 


which is 8 acknowledged to be amekive. SEAM: 
ſomething out of nothing; now ſay the objeftors, Cons 


this ſeems as palpable a contradiction as any thing elſe. 155 
Anſw. To us indeed, who converſe with material 


things, and never ſaw any thing made, but out ef 


pre-exiſtent matter, it is very hard to conceive. how -. 


any thing ſhould be created, that is produced out of 


nothing: but every thing that is ſtrange is not a con- 
tradiction. It is ſtrange to us, and hard to conceive, 
that there ſhould be ſuch a thing as a ſpirit, who 
never ſaw, nor can ſee any thing but matter; and 
yet we grant there are ſpirits. It is hard to us to 
conceive how any thing ſhould be made, but out of 


pre · exiſtent, cannot be made of matter: but if we 
will attend to thoſe common dictates of reaſon, which 
every man, whether he will or no, muſt àſſent to, 


we may eaſily underſtand creation to be poſſible, and 


free from contradiction. For the . of _ 
Iwill proceed by theſe ſteps. 
1. The true notion of arention in the bringing of 
ſomething into being, which before had no being at 
all; for the phraſe of making ſomething out of no- 
thing, or out of no pre- exiſtent matter, does miſlead 
our underſtanding into odd conceits, 4s if nothing | 
could' be the material cauſe of ſomethir 
ere could be what is material. 5 

2. Every one muſt grant, that e is; "os 


ve ſee that things are, however they came to be. _ 


3. Every one muſt grant, that ſomething is of 
WA whether e, or that being: which we. call 


8 


4. Every one muſt 1 that that BEV 8 
ieſelf was en ; thy een can ONS? to be of 


1D e . 
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lat once was not, might ſometimes be brought into 
deing by another, than how a thing ſhould: be al- 

_ ways of itſelf; for that which once was not is ſup- 

poſed to have ſomething before it, by which it 
might be made, though 'not out' of which it was 
made ; but that which was always neither had nor 
could have any thing by which, or out of which it 
could be made. And hy cannot a ching come 
into being, when there Was nothing before it, out 
of which it was made, as well as a thing be always, 
when there could not be "any e before 1 oy out of | 
5 which 1 it ſhould be? N 
Secondly, I exempt thoſe thirigs KG 2 extent 
of omnipotence, which imply imperfection, which 
are contrary to the nature and perfection of Gob, 
both natural and moral imperfections; ; for theſe alſo 
deſtroy power, becauſe they are not arguments of 
power, but of impotence. Natural imperfections; 
| as to die, to be ſick, to be in want, to eat, to ſleep, 
do forget, & c. Moral imperfections, thoſe which 
contradict the holineſs of Gop, as ſin and vice, or 
to compel any to fin ; which contradict his goodneſs, | 
"HT as to be cruel which contradict his truth, as to lie, 
* . to deceive, to break his Promiſe, to deny himſelf ; 
| | Tit. i. 2. 2 Tim. ii. 13. Jam. i. 13. he is ſaid to 
be dreipag G. waxy ; contrary to the conſtancy 
and imeutability of his nature, as to change his 
decree, to repent ; contrary to juſtice and equity, as 
for ever to ſpare and to pardon obſtinate ſinners, 
eternally to puniſh 1 innocent and good men; for theſe | 
are moral imperfections, and contradict the holineſs, 
and truth, arid goodneſs, and juſtice, and immuta- - 
bility of the divine nature; and that diſtinction be- 
tween Gopꝰ's abſolute and ordinate PR that is, 
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FER Gon; hath an. ne. power a doing — | 


things, which yet upon ſuppoſition of his decree, 
or promiſe, or goodneſs, or juſtice, he cannot do, 

is vain and frivolous, unleſs men mean by it only 
this, that ſome things, which argue an imperfeRiony 
do not imply a contradiftion, which is moſt true, but 
both theſe are abſolutely. _ pally. impoſſible to 
GOD. I proceed to tne = 

Second thing I cance ther this beten! bez 
longs to Gop ; and this I ſhall e,, * 

I. From the dictates of natural light. 

II. From the ſcripture, or divine 1 

I. From the dictates of natural light. This y was 
one of the moſt uſual titles which the heathens gave 
to their ſupreme deity, eptimus maximus ; next to 
his goodneſs they placed his greatneſs, which does 
chiefly appear in his power; and they did not only 
attribute a great power to him but an omnipotence.. 
Nikhil eft quod Deus efficere non poteſt; ſaith Tully de 
Div. Now their natural reaſon did convince them, 
that this perfection did belong to Gop by tae, three 
arguments. . 
1. From thoſe two great. e reſſie 
of his power, creation and providence; for the 
heathens did generally acknowledge the making of 
the world, and the preſervation and government of 
it, to be the effects of power, determined by good- 


1 * * 
1 — 1 2 


neſs, and regulated by wiſdom. Hence they gave 


thoſe titles to Gop of opifex rerum and rector mundi. 
I fay generally, I except Ariſtotle, who ſuppoſed 
the world nat to have been made, but to have been 
from eternity; and Epicurus with his followers, Who 
aſeribed the regular and orderly frame of nature to a 


happy caſualty and fortunate concourſe of atoms: 


= gong ee ** 
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of nature, this ſtately fabrick of the world, and the 


Wy, upholding and preſerving of it, as an argument of 
8 inviſible power. And ſo the apoſtle 


tells us, Rom. i. 20. that by the light of nature, 
the inviſible things of Gop were clearly ſcen by 


2 che things d were made, even his cmd power 


«and godhead. 
. Becauſe all other perfections without this would 


be inſignificant and ineffectual, or elſe could not be 


at all. Without this goodneſs would be an empty 


piece of good meaning, and not able to give any 


without power to effect them, would be an uſeleſs 


demonſtration of itſelf; knowledge would be an 
idle 2 and wiſdom to contrive thing, 


thing. There would be no ſuch thing as juſtice, f 


EZ and puniſh. ; no ſuck thing as faithfulneſs; if he had 
vidence, for it would be in vain for Rae 


the divine nature were without a power to reward 
not a power to perform what he promiſes; no pro- 


power to take upon him IRC ITS: nn 


in the affairs of the world. 


3. Without this chere could be no es Take | 


away the power of Gop, and thete can be no foun- 
dation of faith and truſt, no reaſon for fear; all ar- 


guments from hope and fear would be taken away; 


we could not expect any good, nor fear any harm 


right to command, but power to back thoſe com · 


| that hath this power,, to reward and puniſh, to 


from an impotent being that could do nothing. 
The ſanction of Gop's laws would be taken away. 
To give authority to laws, there muſt not only be 2 


mands; the grand ſecurity and laſt reſort of all go- 


vernment and authority is power; James iv. 12. 


There is one law-giver, who is able to ſave, and 
© to deſtroy.” None can be a law-giver, but he 


make 
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thoſe places which call upon all creatu 
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make men happy or miſerable, to frre, o to deſt 5 


to him, if they did not believe he were able to ſup- 
ply their wants, and relieve them in their ſtraits; Nec 
in bunc furorem omnes mortales conſenſiſſnt alloguendi 
ſarda numina & i IC - deos, Sen. There would 
be no encouragement for men to ſerve Gon, if they 
did not believe that he were able to reward them, 
and bring them to happineſs, and to defend them . 
againſt all the enemies e _ 
ſhould not be in the power of the moſt dus 
ſpirits to hinder them of their happineſs. 3 
II. From fcripture-or divine revelation. np 0 
ducing texts to this Pup I will proceed by theſe 
ſteps. 5 ik {SSR  - 
1. Take notice of eich in PN n 
power, and might, and ſtrength to Gop. Pſal. xxiv. 
8. © The Loxp ſtrong and mighty. So gire-with 
power; the mighty Gop; thine iggthe 2 greatneſs 
gdom, and the 
« power, and the glory.“ Of the — nature are 
es to aſcribe 
this to Gop; © Give unto the Loxp, ye mighty, 
© give unto the Loxp glory and ſtrength." 
2. Thoſe which aſcribe this to Gon in an eminent | 
degree. Job ix. 4 . „He is mighty in ſtrength ; . 
tc excellent in power, who is Wan ee e 
“ Lorp Jehova is everlaſting ſtrength. , 5 
3. Thoſe texts which aſcribe ſuch Weener as 
tranſcends any human or created power. Such as 
thoſe which expreſs all the power which men have 
" be derived from GOD; John xix. 11. Thou 
% couldeſt have no power at all, except it were 


« given thee from above. And thoſe which ad- 


ae EY of Gov a ove of men; 


Luke 


„ SERM. 
Men would not pray to God, nor make any addreſs Cu 


3708 


SERM. 
CLII, 


We p, Ma eee 
with men, are poſſible with Gop ; he is able to 


do exceeding abundantly above all chat we can 


40 aſk or think. Eph. iii. 20. 2 Chron. xx, 6. 


Job ix. 4. 1 to his mighty power, 
bo: whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, 
Phil. iii. 2 1. Dan. iv. 35. Thoſe which declare all 


things to be equally caſy to him, and nothing diffi- 


cult; There is nothing too hard for thee, Jer, 


XXIIi. 17. 2 Chron. xiv. 11. 1 Sam. xiv. 6. 


Rev. iv. 8, 11. xv. 3. xvi. 7. xix. 26. Job xlii. 2. 


4. Thoſe which aſcribe all power to him, by 
che titles of almighty, all- ſufficient, Gen. xvii. 1, 


1 N e- F xix. 6. Mark 


27. Luke i. 
we” have diſpatched what I propoſed. upon this ar- 
gument, give me oo. to apply ali in the e 
iculars. 


Uſe. Tir, abe a e ee of Gov? 8 * 


tence may cauſe terror to wicked men. All this 


power which I have deſcribed, or rather, which is ſo 


| great that I cannot deſcribe it, is engaged | againſt 


Ganers 4 Ei Pomen and he mad is againſt all 
that forſake him, Ezra viii. 22. And who 


knows what thoſe is ſignify, ee. 21. 


© Who knoweth the power of thine anger?. As is 
ee thy fear, ſo is thy wrath.” There is no paſſion 


in the heart of man more infinite than our fear, it 


_ troubles us with jealouſy and ſuſpicion of the utmoſt 


that may happen; but when we have extended our 


feats to the utmoſt, the power of Gop's wrath 


reacheth farther. Whenever we ſin,” we challenge 
the Almighty, and dare infinite power to do it's worſt 


to us; 2 xv. 5. > (ns of the wicked man 


d againſt Gap, and 
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extremely happy or miſerable for ever ?** Will ye pro- 
« yoke the Lorp to jealouly ? are ye ſtronger than 
« he ?** Becauſe he doth nothing againſt thee for the 
preſent, thinkeſt thou he can do nothing? Nah: i: 3. 


* He is flow to anger, and great in power, and will 


not acquit the wicked. There is a day coming, 


when the Son of man ſhall come in the clouds of 
« heaven, with power and great glory. | 

Secondly, The conſideration. of Gov's omnips- 
tence ſhould check the pride and vaineonfidence of 
men. What have we to de provide: What have 
ye that we have not received? Where then is 
* cauſe of boaſting ? Who may glory in his ſight ?** 
Thoſe that have the greateſt power ſhould remem- 
ber whence it is derived, and render back the glory 


of it to the fountain of it. Pſal. xxix. 1. Give 


„ unto the Loxp, O ye mighty, - give unto the 
“ Lokp glory and ſtrength. So likewife/it ſhould 
take men off from relying upon their own ſtrength, 
which at the beſt is but an arm of fleſh,*” as tlie 
ſcripture calls it, for the weaknefs of it. ed Ren 
ſee, that many times ©* the battle is not tothe ſtrong ?** 
That things are not done by ___ and by power; 
but by the ſpirit of the Lon p.“ When he appears 
againſt the moſt potent, their hearts melt within 
them, and there is no more ſpirit left in them, as 
1 — Joſh, v. 1. 
Thirdly, We ſhould make this omrüpotence of 
Cop the object of our truſt and confidence, This is 
the moſt proper uſe we can make of this doctrine, as 
David does in this Pſalm ; and' this was uſed for's 
form of blefling the-people in the name of God; 
Pal. cxxxvi. 3. The Lonp that made heaven and 


Vow VI  - C * earths, 
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8 ERM. * earth, bleſs thee,” And David, when he : 
= — nifies Gop's deliverance of his people from the mill 
titude of their enemies, reſolves it into this, our 
e help ſtandeth in the name of the Lox D, who made 


e heaven and earth. Thus did the great pattern 


fidence in Gop in a very difficult trial ; he ſtaggered 
not at it, becauſe © he believed Gop, who quicken- 
eth the dead, and calleth thoſe things that be not, 

* 28 though they were: therefore againſt hope he 
believed in hope, &c.“ Rom. iv. 17, &c. Thi 
gives life to all our devotion, to be perſuaded that 
« G2D is able to do for us exceedingly above what 


* dom, the power and the glory. bb, 5 
I hall only caution two ce as to our relan 
on the power of Goo. 


promiſed that he will engage and employ his omni- 


from the Almighty, we muſt walk before him, 
and be perfect, as he ſaid to Abraham. Good 
men have a peculiar intereſt in Gop's power; hence 


mighty one of Iſrael.” If we do what Gon re- 
: _ quires of us, we may expect that he will put forth 
his power, and exert his arm for us; but if we dif 
obey, we muſt expect he will manifeſt his _ a- 

 gainſt us, Ez. viii. 22. When we © do well,” 
may commit the Pd of. our "fouls to him,” 

1 Pet. iv. 19. 

II. Our expectations hoy the. een or 
: Glow muſt be with ſubmiſſion to his pleaſure, and 
goodneſs, and wiſdom ;. we muſt not expect that 


- "oy will manifeſt his mover when we think there is 
; : * 


and example of faith encourage and ſupport his con- 


« we can aſk or think, and that his is the Ang 


I. Labour to be ſuch perſons, ini Goo hath 


potence for their good. If we hope for any good 


he is called © the ſtrength of Iſrael, and the 


The je ſpirituality of rbe divine nature. : 570 A 
occaſion for it4- but when it ſeems: beſt to him, he 
will ſo employ his neee as to e his 
dur goodneſs and wiſdom. _ 
ide And with theſe two cautions, we may. rely upon | 
em him in all our wants, both ſpiritual and temporal; 
on- oy his divine power can give us all things that 
red “ pertain to life and godlineſs * 2 Net 1. 3 
en· may truſt him at all times, for the omnipotent Gon 
ot, neither ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth; the Almighty | 
he MW © fainteth not, neither is he weary : truſt ye in the 
his Wl © Loxp for ever, for in the Lox en is ever- 
bt laſting aun e | 
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hs DE JOHN iv. 24. = 

50d Gos 15 a s puri, and they that wworſaip bim, "I 

5 yy worſhip him in ſpirit and in | truth.” 

re- F HESE the words af's our Savioun to SERII. | 
th the woman of Samaria, who was ff 3 


dif- WW to him of the difference between the Samaritans and 
-. the Jews concerning religion; ver. 20. Our fa- 
ve © thers worſhipped in this mountain; but ye ſay, 
1, that in Jeruſalem? is the place where men ought to 

5 7 worſhip.”  Cuni1sT tells her, © the time was 
of MW © coming, when the worſhippers of Gop ſhould = 
and neither be confined to that mountain, nor to 
hat WF © Jeruſalem ;- but men ſhould worſhip. che father In 
e's | ſpirit in truth; when this carnal, and cere- 
n 18 E 2 - monual, 
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monial, and ee de e Gop ſhould "HORS 


ed into a more ſpiritual, a more real, and true, and 
ſubſtantial religion,. which ſhould not be confined to 
one temple, but ſhould be univerſally diffuſed through 


the world. Now ſuch a worſhip as this is moſt a- 
| greeable to the nature of Gop z for he is a ſpirit, and 


5 thoſe who worſhip him, myſt. worſhip him in 
* ſpirit and in truth. In the words we have, 
Firſt, A propoſition laid down, Gop is a ſpirit. 
Secondly, A corollary, or inference, deduced from 


I it, e they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 


* ſpirit and in truth. I ſhall ſpeak of the propoſii- 


on, as that which concerns my preſent deſign ; and 


_ afterward | ſpeak ſomething to the rorollary, or infe- 


rence, deduced from it, together with ſome other in- 
ferences drawn from this truth, by way of application. 
Firſt, * That Gop-is a ſpirit.” T his expreſſion 


bs. ſingular, and not to be parallelled again in the 


ſeripture; indeed we have often mention made in 


tte ſcripture of © the ſpirit of Gop,”” and . the 


.5* ſpirit of the Loxy,” which ſignifies a divine pow- 
er and energy; and of the holy ſpirit, ſignifying 


the third perſon in the Trinity; ; Gop is called ** the 


„ Gop of the ſpirits of all fleſh ;** Num. xvi. 22. 
- XXV1L 16. much in the ſame. * as he is called 
the father of ſpirits,” Heb. xi. 9. that is, the 


creator of the ſouls of men; but we no where meet 


with this expreſſion, or any other equivalent to it, 
that ! God is a ſpirit,” but only in this place; nor 
had it been uſed here, but to prove, that the beſt 


worſhip gf God, that which is moſt. proper to him, 


is ſpiritual: ſo that the thing which our Saviour 


here jntends, is not to prove the ſpiritual nature of 
Son, but that his worſhip 
_ Indeed is * * ben chat it ſhould. * 


Ougnt to be ſpiritual 


Wr . 2 . = SL IE = 
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* to be men, and to partake of the common noti- 


us philoſophy, nor ſolicitouſly inſtruct us in thoſe - 
things which are born with us; but ſuppoſeth the 
knowledge of theſe, and makes uſe. of theſe. com- 


ing Gop, and the immortality of our ſouls, and the 


| knowledge as to practice; and therefore we need 


nobis alio modo intelligi poteſt, nifi mens quædam ſoluta 


n ame waere ef Geh. hut . e br 


The jþi caality of the 4 nn 2 
win | any where. aid in ſcripture, that Gop is SEAM | 
% ſpirit, it nme of a Go; no.. 
it is-neceſ]; Ee erk Ae | 


and the like; or that the ſcripture ſhould propa tare 
the being of a Gop. All theſe-are manifeſt by the 
light of nature, and if the ſcripture mentions them, 
it is er abundanti, and it is en to ſome 
farther purpole. | 

For we are to know, n a faiptuns ſuppoſerh | 


ons of human nature, and therefore doth-not teach 


mon principles and notions which are in us concern- ; 


life to come, to excite us to our duty, and quicken 
our endeayours after happineſs. For I do- not find 
that the doctrine of the immortality of the ſoul,” is 
any where expreſly delivered in ſcripture, but taken 
for granted; in like manner, that the ſcripture dot 
not ſolicitouſly inſtruct us in the natural notions which 
we have of Gop, but ſuppoſeth them known to us; 

and if it mention them, it is not ſo much in order to 


not wonder that this expreſſion, which doth ſet forth 
to us the nature of Go, is but once uſed in ſtripture, 
and that brought in upon occaſion, and fob another 
purpoſe, becauſe it is a thing naturally known. Plato 


ſays, that Gov is @rupe]@-, without boy. In ke 


manner Tully, Nec enim Deus ipſe qui intelligitur 2 


(© libera,, ſegregata ab 'omni concretione mortal ; 


vine nature. 
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.. © mind, intirely free from all mortal compoſition 5 


7 mixture. oe And Plutarch after him, vs L 0 Oeog, 
xupig oy ed., rig. To apiyets Warns VANE, Hindu 
wb ovpmreneſjueroy, © Gop'is a mind, an ab- 
e ſtract being, pure from all matter, and diſintangled 
& from whatever is paſſible or capable of ſuffering,” 
So that natural light informing us that Gop is a 
ſpirit, there was no need why the ſcripture ſhould 
inculcate this: it is an excellent medium or argu- 
ment to prove that the worſhip of Gop ſhould chief- 
ly be ſpiritual ; and although it was not neceſſary 
that it ſhould have been mentioned for itſelf, that 
zs, to inform us of a thing which we could not o- 
therwiſe know, yet the wiſdom of Gop, by the ex- 
preſs mention of this, ſeems to have provided a- 
gainſt an error, which ſome weaker and groſſer ſpi- 
rits might be ſubject to. You know Go is pleaſed, 
by way of condeſcenſion and accommodation of him- 
ſelf to our capacity, to repreſent himſelf tous in ſcrip- 
ture by human imperfections, and gives ſuch deſcrip- 
tions of himſelf as if he had a body, and bodily - 
members; now to prevent any error or miſtake that 
might be occaſioned hereby, it ſeems very becoming 
the wiſdom of Gop, ſomewhere in ſcripture expreſly 
to declare the ſpiritual nature of Go p, that none 
through weakneſs or wilfulneſs might entertain grofs 
apprehenſions of him. In ſ] yung: to this 
tion, I ſhall, DOTY 
"Hi Explain what is meant by a rte F 
II. Endeavour to prove to you, that Gop is a ſpirie, 
III. Anſwer an objection or two, 
IV. Draw ſome inferences or peo from the 
whole. |  . 
ede the runde of the-notion of pn. 3 
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tion of it, as that it is ſuch a ſubſtance as is penetra 


ble, that is, may be in the ſame place with a — 


and neither keep out the body, nor be ke pt out by iii — 


and that the parts which we imagine in it cannot be 

divided, that is, really ſeparated and torn from one 
another, as the parts of a body; but I will give you 
a negative deſcription of it. A ſpirit is not matter, 
it doth not fall under any of our ſenſes, it is that 
which we cannot ſee nor touch; it is not a body, not 
fleſh, and blood, and bones; for ſo. we find ſpirit in 
ſcripture oppoſed to fleſi and body; Iſa. xxxi. 3. 
Their horſes are fleſh, and not ſpirit.“ „ S0 Luke 


XXIV. when CHRIST appeared to his diſciples: after 


his reſurrection, they were terrified, and ſuppoſed _ 
it had been a ſpirit,” v. 39. But he ſaid, Be» 
hold my hands and my feet, that it is I myſelf, 


handle me, and ſee, for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and 
bones, as ye ſee me have. The moſt uſual de- 
ſcription of a ſpirit is by theſe negatives, it is not a 
body, hath not fleſh and bones, doth. not conſiſt of 
matter, or of any thing that falls under our Lula. , 


that we can ſee or tou en. N 
II. For the proof of this ms that « G 9 
“is a ſpirit.” This is not to be proved hy way ok 


demonſtration; for there is nothing before Go, or 
vrhich can be a cauſe of him; but by way of convic- 


tion, by ſhewing the abſurdity of the contrary. The | 
firſt and moſt natural notion that we have of Gop, is, 


that he is a being every way. perfect; and from this 
notion we muſt argue concerning the properties 


which are attributed to Gop, and govern all our 


reaſonings concerning Gop by this; ſo that When 


any thing is ſaid of Gop, the beſt way to know 5 
whether it be to be attributed to him, is to inquire . 
"RI it ene or nat; if it be. it belong: 


„ en $f in us be moved from him: 
and if any man aſk,” why I fay Gop is ſo, or ſo, a 
| ſpirit, or good, or juſt? the beſt reaſon that can be | 
given is, becauſe theſe are perfections, and the con- 
ttuary to theſe are imperfections. So that if. I ſhew 
tat it would be an imperfection for Gop to be ima · 
1 ye ee dee we 


— dy' a body, or matter, — con | 
tradict four great perfections of Go. 
1. His infiniteneſs, or the immenſity of his being. | 
Grint'me but theſe 'two things, that there is ſome- 
2 thing in the world beſides Gop, ſome other matter, 
as the heavens, the air, the earth, and all thoſe things 
'  Shich we ſee; and grant me that two bodies cannot 
de in the ſame place at once, and then it will evi- 
dently follow, that where · ever theſe are, Gop is 
mnut out; and conſequently Gop ſhould not be in- 
finite, nor in all places; and ſo much as there is of 
mother matter in the world beſides Gop, ſo many 
0 breaches there would be in the Anm any | 
Aus . „ 
| web The knowledge ind -wikdom af 8 Mean 
not be imagined how mere matter can underſtand, 
ho it can diſtinctly comprehend ſuch variety of ob- 
Jects, and at one view take in paſt,” preſent, and to 
come. Tully, ſpeaking of ſpirits, ſaith, Auimorum 
eee eee eee pu: Tho their original : 
* cannot be found upon earth; for, ſaith he, 
* there is no material or bodily thing, Quod vim 
memoria, mentis, cogitatianis habeat, quod & præti- 
rita temat, & futura provideat,' & completti . poſit 
| e.g ne ines * 5 the 
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« which can retain things paſt, foreſee things fu-$ EM | 
tr ture, and eee, things h all — * 3 5 
« powers are purely divine ts 
3. Freedom and liberty. For the laws of mat · 

ter are neceſſary, nor can we imagine any æũᷣ reg ij 

any arbitrary Principle in it. This puzzled the Epi- 

cureans, as we ſee in Lucretius, for if (ſays he 

« all things move by certain and neceſſary laws, and 

ce there be a connexion of the parts of matter unt 
each other, ſo that if you move this, that muſt 
et neceſſarily be moved; whence, Gark he, is li- 
. © berty?” Unde of ber inguam fatis avulſe volun- 


7 a4 TT. 7 & 7 &@ & vo, 


- MW 7a; © whence is this principle of will, whoſe mo- 
„ (tions are not under any law of neceſſity.” . 

8 4. Goodneſs. This follows from the feces > 
t for he is not good who does not know what he does, 


* nor does it freely; ſo that take away underſtanding 
$ and liberty, and you take away goodneſs; now tak 
away from Gop infiniteneſs, and knowledge, and 
f WM liberty, and goodneſs, and you diveſt him of his 
N glory; you take away his moſt eſſential perfections. 
7 So that theſe great abſurdities following from the 
ſuppoling of Gop to be mere matter or body, y 

- are to conceive of him as another kind of ſubſtance, 
that is, a ſpirit. So that I wonder that the author 
of the Leviathan, who doth more than once expreſly . 
affirm, that there can be nothing in the world, but 
what is material and corporeal, did not ſee that the 
neceſſary conſequence of this poſition is to-baniſh. 
Gop out of the world. I would not be uncharita- 
ble, but I doubt, he did ſee it, and was content 
with the conſequence, and willing the. world ſhould 
entertain it; for it is ſo evident, that by ſuppoſing 
the divine efſence to conſiſt of matter rhe immen- 
ſity of the divine nature is taken away; agg] ir is alſo . 

Vol. VIII. e 10 

8. | 
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S EM. ſo utterly unimaginable how mere matter ſhould | un- 
derſtand, and be endowed with liberty, and conſe- 
= quently with goodneſs, that I cannot but vehemently 

- ſuſpect the man who denied Up to be a ſpirit, either 
do have a groſs and faulty underſtanding, or a very 
ill will againſt God, and an evil deſign to root out 

of the minds of men the belief of a Gop. I come 
in the . 

III. Place, to 0 nd the objections. 

I. Obj. Why then is Gop repreſented to us fo 
often in ſcripture by the parts and members of mens 
bodies? Anſ. I ſhall only fay at preſent, that all 

_ theſe deſcriptions and repreſentations of Gop are 
plainly made to comply with our weakneſs, by way 
of condeſcenſion and. accommodation to our Capa- 
Gn. - 
bs Obi. How is it ſaid that © man was 25 af. 
e ter the image of Gov,” if Gop be a ſpirit, of which 
| there can be no likeneſs nor reſemblance ? Anſ. Man 
is not ſaid to be © made after the image of Gov,” 
in reſpect of the outward ſhape and features of his 
body; but in reſpect of the qualities of his mind, 
45 holineſs and righteouſneſs, or of his ſaculties, as 
underſtanding and will; or which the text ſeems 
| Moſt to favour, in reſpect of his dominion and ſove- 
reignty over the creatures; for in the two former 
reſpects the angels are made after the image of Gov. 
Now this ſeems to be ſpoken peculiarly of men; 
Gen. i. 26. Let us make man in our own image, 
* after our own likeneſs, and let them have domi- 
64 nion over the fiſh of the ſea, and the fowls of the | 
5 « — ee : 
IV. Icome now to draw ſome 8 or  corol- 
laries from hence, and they ſhall be SPY, ſpecular 
tive, * * 
Fir, 


ſhall ſee Gov, that is, have a more perfect knowledge 


Le n of Be divine narure. 


1 irſt, ſpeculative inferences. e 
1. That Gon is inviſible. The proper robjet of Es 
fight i is colour, and that ariſeth from the various di. 

poſition of the parts of matter which cauſe ſeveral 


reflections of light; now a ſpirit hath no parts nor 
matter, and therefore is inviſible ; 1 Tim. i. 17. 
„* Unto the cternal, immortal, inviſible, the only 
« wiſe Gop.”* Heb. xi. 27. © He endured, as ſee- 
ing him who is inviſible; as ſeeing him by an 
eye of faith, ho is inviſible by an eye of ſenſe. - 


1 Tim. vi. 16. 00 Whom no man hath ſeen, nor 


« can ie... 

When Moſes and the elders of Ifracl are - aid. 10 
have ſeen Gop, and Jacob to. have ſeen him face 
4 to face, Exod. ii. 9. Gen. xxxii. 30. it is meant 
of an angel covered with divine glory and majeſty, 


as we ſhall ſee if we compare theſe with other texts. 
When Moſes is ſaid to have : ſpoken to him face to 


5 2 that is familiarly; and ſo Micaiah, 1 Kings 

xxii. 19. is ſaid to have · ſeen Gop upon his throne; 
« and all Iſrael ſcattered up and down ;** this was in 
a viſion. And it is promiſed, that in heaven we 


of him and full enjoyment; as to ** ſee good days, 


is to enjoy them. Thoſe texts where it is lad, 
No man can ſee Go and live, Exod. XXxili. 


20. and John Jy r No man hath ſeen Gov. at 
* any time, do not intimate that Goo is viſible, 


though we cannot ſee him; but ſeeing is metapho- > 
rically uſed for knowing, and the meaning is, that 
in this life we are not capable of a perfect knowledge 


of Gon. A clear diſcovery of Gon to our under- 


| ſtanding would let in joys into our ſouls, and create 


e in us too n tor frail MES to bear. R 


. 
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2, That he is © the living Gov.” Spirit and 
— — le are often put together in ſcripture. : 


3- That Gop is immortal. This the feriprure 
attributes to him, 1 Tim. i. 17. * To the king 
immortal, inviſible.” 1 Tim. vi. 16. Who only 
. hath immortality.” This alſo flows from Gop's 


ſpirituality ; 2 fpiritual nature hath no principles of 


Corruption in it, nothing that is liable to periſh, or 
decay, or die. Now this doth ſo eminently agree 
to Gop, either becauſe he is purely ſpiritual, and 


immaterial, as poſſibly no creature is; or elſe becauſe 


he is not only immortal in his own nature, but is 


not liable to be reduced to nothing by any other, be- 


cauſe he hath an original and independent immorta- 


lity, and therefore * apoſtle doth attribute it to him 
in ſuch a ſingular and peculiar manner ; Sat Who on | 


* hath immortality.” 
Secondly, practical inferences. A 
1. We are not to conceive of Gon as having 4 


. MY or any corporeal ſhape or members. T This 


was the groſs congeit of the Anthropomorphites of 
old, and of ſome Socinians of late, which they 
ground upon the groſs and literal i interpretation of 
many figurative ſpeeches in ſcripture ' concerning 
| Gop, as where it ſpeaks of his face, and hand, and 


arm, &c. But we are very unthankful to Gop, who 
condeſcends to repreſent himſelf to us according to 


our capacities, if we abuſe this condeſcenſion to the 
blemiſh and reproach of the divine nature, If Gop 


be pleaſed to ſtoop to our weakneſs, we muſt not ;. 


therefare level him to our infirmities. 


2. If Gon te a ſpirit, we are not to workkip | 
Go o by any image or ſenſible repreſentation. Be- 
Eeauſe * God is a ſpirit, we are not to liken him to 

any y thing that is corporea] ve are not to 2 : 

i - 


. 
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him by the likeneſs of any FT NE TS 
66 above, that is, aer Wars, e x 
ith,” that is, of any beaſt; «or in thine: 


2 ters under the earth, . that is, of any fiſh; as it 8 


is in the ſecond commandment.” For, as the propher 5 
tells us, there is nothing that we can liken Gop to; 


Ia. xl. 18. To whom will ye liken Gop ?%or - 


« what likeneſs will ye compare to him? We de- 


baſe his ſpiritual and incorruptible nature, when we | 
compare him to corruptible creatures; Rom, i. Li22, 
23. Speaking of the heathen idolatry, *'Who pro- 


* feſling themſelves wiſe, became fools, and chang 
* ed the glory of the incorruptible Gop- into an 
j mage made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
* and to four-footed beaſts, and creeping things? oh 
* They became fools x * this» UTE f 


to liken a ſpirit, which hath no bodily ſhape, 


things that are corporeal and corruptible. So that 


however ſome are pleaſed to aaa the matter, - 


eannot ſee how the church of Rome, which worſhips . 
Gop by or towards ſome image or ſenſible repreſen- 
tation, can be excuſed from idolatry ;' and the church 
of England doth not without very juſt cauſe chal- 
knge the Romiſh church with ity and ahn it a 
3 of ſeparation from her. 

. If © Gop be a ſpirit,” han: we ſhould: wor- 
RF Tip hum in ir and in duch“, This is the in- 
ference of the text, and therefore I ſhall ſpeak a lit- 
tle more largely of it; mne is 


meant by worlhipping i in ſpirit and in truth, and 


ſew you the force of this conſequence, how it fol- 


lows, that becauſe © Gop is a ſpirit,” ATI 8 


muſt be worſhipped i 


in ſpirit and in truth.“ 
r. For the explication of it. This word ſpiric is 


ſo 
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FRAN. ſo it is oppoſed to letter, by which name the doe. ch 
trine of Moſes is called; 2 Cor, iii. 6. Who hath 
made us able miniſters. of the new teſtament, not. I « 
« of the letter, but of the ſpirit; not of the ky Ml | 
which was written on tables of ſtone, but which 4 
CuxisT by his ſpirit writes in the hearts of believers, IM ... 
Sometimes to the worſhip of the goſpel ; and for I of 
is oppoſed to the fleſh, Gal. iii. 3. Having be- it 
gun in the ſpirit, are ye now — perfect by the Ml g 
« flefh ?““ that is by the works of the ceremonial Ml tu 
law, which is therefore called fleſh, becauſe the prin- Ml ce 
cipal ceremony of it, circumciſion, was made in tie 
| fleſn, and becauſe their ſacrifices, a chief part of their Ml n 
= worſhip, were of the fleſh of beaſts ;_ and becauſe Ml 0 
Q the greateſt part of their ordinances, as waſhing, Ml +, 
and the like, related to the body. Hence it is the Ml m 
apoſtle. calls the worſhip of the Jews, * the law of ar 
. a carnal commandment, Heb. vii. 16. and Heb, r 
x. 10. - Carnal ordinances, ſpeaking of the ſervice il of 
of the law, © which,” faith he, ſtood in meats, 1; 
and drinks, and divers waſhings, and carnal ord- gh 
n nances. Now. in oppoſition to this carnal and ;; 
; comemanial worſhip, we are to © worſhip Gop in the I ne 
« ſpirit.” The worſhip of the Jews was moſt a th 
bodily ſervice ; but we are to give Gop a reaſonable MI n 
ſervice, to ſerve him with the ſpirit of our minds,” n. 
as the apoſtle ſpeaks ; inſtead of offering the fleſh th 
of bulls and goats, we are to ** conſecrate our- iſ «« 
% ſelves to the ſervice of Gop ; © this is a holy Ml ,; 
and acceptable ſacrifice, or ** reaſonable ſervice.” Il 
And in truth.“ Either in oppoſition to the falſe MW 1 
7 worſhip of the Samaritans (as in ſpirit. is oppoſed to il ,, 
| the worſhip of the Jews) as our Savious tells the d 
woman, that they worſhipped they knew not WW te 
Ye what; 1 or 2 rather think) in oppoſition to (c 


the 


The 7 raſh ty f the divis ne nature. ; 
* ſhadows of the law ; and ſo it is oppoſed, 15 in 


„The law was given by Moſes : but gre 3 
« and truth came by Jrsus Cnats r.? f 


Not that the external ſervice of Gop is here ex 
duded, not that we are to ſhew no out ward rere. 
rence to him: but that as under the law, the ſervice 
of GoD was chiefly external and corporeal, ſo now 
it ſhould chiefly be inward and ſpiritual ; the Wor- 
ſhip of Gop under the goſpel ſhould chiefly be ſpiri- 
tual and ſubſtantial, not a carnal, and bodily, and 
ceremonious devotion. | 

_ 2dly. For the force of the conſequence, ir doth 
not lie in this, that juſt ſuch as Gob is, ſuch muſt. 
our worſhip of him be; for this would exclude all 


bodily and outward worſhip 3 our worſhip of G 


muſt therefore be inviſible, eternal, &c. for ſo is he; 
and beſides, the will of Gop ſeems rather to be the 
rule of his worſhip,” than his nature : but the force 
of it is this, God is of a ſpiritual nature, and this 
is to be ſuppoſed ro be his will, that our worſhip 
ſhould be as agreeable to the obj ect of it, as the na- 

ture of the creature who is to give it will bear; 
now faith CHRIST to the woman, the Jews and 

the Samaritans limit their worſhip to a certain place, 
and it conſiſts chiefly im certain carnal rites and ordi- 

nances; but, ' faith he, though Gop hath permitted. 
this for a time, becauſe of the carnality and hard- 

* neſs of their hearts,” yet the time is coming,when Z 
a more ſpiritual, and ſolid, and ſubſtantial worſhip 
of Gop is to be Etrvadgeed, which will be free from 
all particular places and rites, not tied to the temple, 
or to ſuch external ceremonies, but conſiſting in the 


devotion of our ſpirits, even the inward frame and 


temper of our hearts; all outward circumſtances 
e thoſe of the two ſacraments which are 
a 1 85 „ "FO 


The ſpirituality of the divine nature, 
e being left by the goſpel to as great a liberty, 
as natural neceſſity and decency will permit. . 
| We muſt worſhip Gop, and therefore it is natu- 
1 neceſſary 5 we ſhould do it ſomewhere, in 
ſome place; now ſeeing ſomebody muſt determine 
this, it is moſt convenient that authority ſhould de- 
termine it according to the conveniency of cohabitz- 
tion. We muſt not be rude, nor do any thing that 
is naturally undecent in the worſhip of Gon; this 


authority ſhould reſtrain; but farther than this If 


doubt not but the goſpel hath left us free; and to 


this end, that the leſs we are tied to ee obſer- 


vances, the more intent we ſhould be upon the ſpi- 
ritual and ſubſtantial parts of religion, the conform- 
ing of ourſelves to the mind-and will of Gop, en- 
deavouring to be like unto Gop, and to have our ſouls 
and ſpirits engaged in thoſe duties we perform to 
him. So that our Saviour's argument is this; 


4 Gop is a ſpirit, that is, © the moſt excellent 


* nature and being,“ and therefore muſt be ſerved 
with the beſt. We conſiſt of body and ſoul, it is 
true, and we muſt ſerve him — * our whole man; 
but principally with our ſouls, which are the moſt 
excellent part of ourſelves ; the ſervice of our mind 
and ſpirit is the beſt we can perform, and therefore 
moſt agreeable to God, who is a ſpirit, and the beſt 
and moſt perfect being. 

So that the inference is this, that if * Gov be 
« a ſpirit, we muſt worſhip him in ſpirit, and in 
4 truth; our religion muſt be real, and inward, 


and 8 and ſubſtantial; we muſt not think to 


put off Gop with external obſervances, and with 
bodily reverence and attendance; this we muſt give 
him, but we mult principally regard that our ſervice 
of him be reaſonable, that is, directed by our under- 
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Pkg n our affections. Our 8 BR E My 
religion muſt conſiſt principally in a fincere love and = — — 


affection to Gon, Which expreſſeth itſelf in a real 
conformity of our lives and actions to his will ; and 
when we make our ſolemn approaches to him, in the 
duties of his worſhip and ſervice, we muſt perform 
all acts of outward worſhip to Gop with à pure and 
ſincere mind z whatever we do in the ſervice of Gop, 
we muſt do it heartily as to the Lozp.” . Gon | 
ia a pure ſpirit, preſent. to our: ſpirits, intimate to 
our ſouls, and conſcious to the moſt ſecret: and res 
tired motions of our hearts: now becauſe we {erve _ 
the ſearcher of Se. we muſt ferye him with our. 
Indeed if 1 we e did lie Gor paly do be 3 of 
men, a pompous. and external worſhip would be yer | 
ſuitable to ſuch an end; but religion is not intended 
to pleaſe men, but Go: and dereore it muſt. be 
rituals and inward, e! real. . 
And where ever the external part DE religion 8 
principally regarded, and men are > hes = 
ar de. Gov with outward. pomp | and ceremony, 
than in ſpirit and in truth, religion degenerates 
into ſuperſtition,” and men embrace the ſhadow of re- 
lgion, and let ga the ſubſtance. And this the church | 
of. Rome hath done almoſt to the utter ruin of chri- 
ſtianity ; ſhe hath clogged raligi , and the wor- 
ſhipof. Gop, with ſo many rites and ceremonies, un- 
der one pretence or other, that the yoke of Cagisr 
is become heavier than that of Moſes ; and they have | 
made the goſpel a more carnal commandment than 
the law; and whatever Chriſtians or churches are in- 
tent upon external rites and obſcrvances, to the neg- 


lect of the weightier parts. of religion, 3 
meats and 1 c. to the 8 ES - 
6 0 18 | 
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n n the en of Goy 
| advance a religion as contrary to the 
nature of Gov, and as unfuitable to the genius and 
Ty of the goſpel as can be imagined. 
It is an obſervation of Sir Edwin Sands, that as 
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pitiful and childiſh ſpirit that is predomiriant in rhe 

contrivers and zealots of a ceremonious religion. 
deny not, but that very honeſt and devout men may 

be this way addicted; but the wiſer any man is, te 
better he underſtands the nature of Gop and of rell 
| gion, the farther he will be from this temper. 

As xeligion that conſiſts in external and little things, 
doth moſt eaſil gain upon and poſſeſs the weakeſt 
minds, and whoever entertain it, it will enfeeble 
their ſpirits, and unfit them for the more generous 
and excellent duties of chriſtianity. We have but a 

Finite heat, and zeal, and activity; and if we let out 

much of it upon ſmall things, there will be too little 
left for thoſe parts of religion which are of greateſt 
moment and concernment ; if our heat evaporate in 
externals, the heart and vitals of as oo will mier. 
fibly eool and deckde. 

How ſhould we bluth, who are Chriſtians, that we 

le ve not learnt this eafy trurh from the goſpel, which 
even the light of nature taught the heathen 3 Cults 
autim drorum ft optimus temple ase. atgue 

cms. pleniffimul; Tue pietatis, ut tos ſeniper pur, 

4 4 incorrupt: ee voce veneremur, Tully. 

n The belt, the fureft, the moſt chaſte, and moſt 
d devour worthip of the gods, is that which is paid 

* them with 2 pt re, fincere, and yncorrupt mind, 

© and words tt tepreſenting the thoughts of the 

„ # Compoſitum jus fees ann, 8c.” 

Gop wich a * _ holy frame of 

| * ſpirit 
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et Gable. bring a heart cha is bye genroully hopet 


te and he will accept of the plaineſt ſacrifice,” 


4. 


And let me tell you, that the ceremonious worſhip 


of the Jews was never a thing in itſelf acceptable to 


Gop, or which he did delight in; and though Go 
was pleaſed, with their obedience to the ceremonial 
law after it was.commanded, yet ant; tly he did 
not deſire it; but that which our 3 faith 
concerning the law of divorce, is true likewiſe of 
the ceremonial, that it was permitted to the Jews 
6 © for the hardneſs of their hearts, and far their prone- 
neſs to idolatry. Gop did not command it ſo much 
by way of approbation, as by way of condeſcenſion 
to their weakneſs ; it was becauſe of © the hardneſs 
* of their carnal hearts” that Gop brought them under 
che law of a carnal commandment,” as the apo- 
ſtle calls it. See Pfal. li. 16, 17, Jer. vii. 21. _ 
The reaſon why I have inſiſted ſo long upon this 
is, to let you underſtand what is the true nature of 
CurIsT's religion, and to abate the intemperate 


heat and zeal which men are apt to have for external 


and indifferent things in religion. The ſacrifices 
and rites of the Jews were.yery unagreeable and un- 
ſuitable to the nature of Gop, Pfal. I. 13. « will 1 


© eat the fleſh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? 
Spirits neither cat nor drink; it was a very unſuita - 


ble way of ſervice to kill oxen and ſheep for Gov 3 


and there is the ſame reaſon for all other rites, which 
either natural neceſlity or decency doth not require. 8 


Can any man in earneſt think, that Gov, r 
ſpirit, 1 pleaſed with the p pompous. bravery and pa 
geantry which affects our ſenſes? So little doth Goo 


value indifferent rites, that even the n exter- 


nal ſervice of God, and outward reverence, where 


e from ee ſpirit and truth, from 
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| ſervice in the number of the moſt heinous fins. 
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„ een heels ü chene tö ie indifpeniable i 
of Cnxlsr, are fo far from being acceptable to Gop, 


that they are abominable; nay, if they be uſed for 


a cloak of ſin,” or in oppoſition to real religion, and 


with a deſign to undermine' it, Gop accounts es 


Lou, who ſpend the ſtrength and vigour of your 
ſpirits about external things, whoſe zeal for or a- 
gainſt ceremonies is ready to eat you up; you, who 


hate and perſecute one another becauſe of theſe things, 
and break the neceſſary and indiſpenſable commands 


of love, as an indifferent and unneceſſary ceremony, 
c go and learn what that means, I will have mercy, 
de and not ſacrifice, which our Saviour doth fo 


| often inculcate, and that Rom. xiv. 17. The 


& kingdom of Gob is not meat and drink, &c.“ 


And ſtudy the meaning of this, Gop is a fpirit, 
<« and they that worſhip him, muſt MAD wo in 
10 Fee e e 1 
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The immenſity of the divine nature. 


| Whither ſhall T go from thy foirit ? Cn 


» 1 flee from thy preſence ?* If I aſcend up into heaven, 
thou art there; if I make my bed in hell, bebold, 


thou art there If I take the wings of the morning, 


3 dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even 
_ there fall thy band lead ne, and Ni eee 
hall bold ne. | 

HAT ener which T laſt diſcout- 
| ſed of is moſt abſolute, and declares his eſ- 
ſence moſt n Thy the 5 of _ dr 
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Te immenſity of hs FIR nature 
&« vine nature. I ſhall in the next place ſpeak of S ERM. c 


choſe which relate to the manner of his being, im- 

menſity and eternity, that is, the infiniteneſs of 
his eſſence, both in reſpect of ſpace and duration; 
that the divine nature hath no limits of it's being, nor 


bounds of it's duration. I ſhall at the preſent ſpeaæ 
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to the firſt of theſe, his immenſity, and that from 
theſe words which I here read to you, Whither - 
« ſhall I go from thy ſpirit, &c. The meaning of 


which is this, that Gop is a ſpirit, infinitely diffuſing 
himſelf, preſent in all places, ſo that wherever I go, 


G ve cannot flee from his preſence. I 
« ine che grave,” che place of ilence and obſcurity; 


« I aſcend into heaven, he is there; if I go 


« he is there; (for that is the meaning of the ex- 


preſſion) 8 if I make my bed in hell, if I take the 

% wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt 
parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead 

me, and thy right hand ſhall hold mf e | 

if my motion ſhould be as ſwift as that of the light, 

which when the ſun riſeth darts itſelf in an inftanr 


from one part of the world to another, over the earth 


and the ſea, the remoteſt parts of the world which 


are unknown to us, yet would Gop be preſent to 
me in the motion, and all along as I go muſt I be 
led and upholden by him; ſo that all theſe expreſ- 


ſions do but fignify to us the immenſity of Gop's | 


eſſence, that his beings? is ann diffuſed and os 
ſent in all Places. | 


in ſpeaking to this attribute-of Gov's immenſe, 5 


I fall firſt explain it to you a little. 
Secondly, prove that it doth belong to him. 


-  Thitdly, aa objection or two that may be 


made againſt it. 


bons, dens fave d dodrinal inferences from it 


OW | 


1 
8 
_ Firſt, for the explication of it. - By che iner 


elf beyond what we can imagine; ſo that you can- . 


_hmits, ſo as to fay, thus far his being reacheth, and 


The immenſity of the divine nature. 
Fiſthly, make ſome uſe and improvement of it. 


fity of Gop, I mean, that his being hath no bounds 
2 but doth every way ſpread and diffuſe it- 


ſo as to ſay, here he is, but not there ; nor by any 


no farther ; but he is every where preſent” after 2 
moſt infinite manner, in the darkeſt corners and moſt 
private receſſes ; the moſt ſecret cloſet that is in the 
whole world, the heart of man, - darkneſs and pri- 
vacy cannot keep him our ; the preſence of another 
being, eee 6h which is the groſſeſt ſub- 


| ſtance, not exclude him; the whole world 
doch not Ee but he fills all the ſpace 


minds. 


which we can imagine beyond this viſible . 1 


infinitely more than we can imagine. 
.” Secondly, for the proof of it, I thall attempt it, 
1 From che natural notion, ee our 


II. a e lation. 
III. From the inconvenience of 8 
1. From the natural notions and dictates of our 

alle. We find that the heathen, by the light of 


nature, did attribute this perfection to Gop. Tully 


tells us, De Nat. deor. that Pythagoras thought, 


Daun ofſe animan per naturam rerum omnem intentum 
£9 commeantem, © That Gop is as it were a ſoul 


in 1. 2. de leg. that this was Thales his opinion 


paffing through and inſpiring all nature. Mia 


which he commends, Homines exiſtimare nr 


nos omnia cernerr, deorum ommia eſſe plena, That 


e So Sen. epiſt. 


<© men ought to believe, that the gods ſee all — 
95. 
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5. Ubs 
E preſent and at band,“ & de Benef, 1 


Quocunqne te flexeris, ibi illum videdis oc 


tibi; mibil ab illo vucat, opus ſuum ipſe implet : 


w Which way ſoever thou turneſt thyſelf, thou ſhalt 
* find him meeting thee, nothing is without 


from the expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt hereQ. 

II. | From feriptute and divine reve 10 Aden 
* Behold, the heaven, and Waser 5 ea. 
ens wh 


If, Ki. 1. „ Thus ſaith che Loxp, behold, 
« yen is my th 


| Df prin rms mt 
4 erer places that I al tes him, faith theLoap? 
. do not I fill heaven and earth, ſaith the Loxp 2” ? 


Amos ix. 2, 3- * Though they tiginto hell. thence 


2h they be hid from my fight in 
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he alt his own work.” Net much amen 


mor contain the.“ Ich xi. , 8, 9. 
Canſt thou by ſearching find out Go? eanſt 
4 thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 


one, and the earth in my foot⸗ tool: 0 
* * where is the" houſe” that _— — and 


id take them; though they climb 
up to heaven, thence will T bring them down. 
4 And though they hide themſelves in the rop” of 
* Carmel, TAtf uk cd — thence: 
© and rhous eb 
tam of the fea, thence will I command the ſerpent = 
* ind he ſhall bite them. Atte xvi.” 25, 28. 
Though he be nor far from every one of us. For 
" in him we live, and move, and have our being; 
ns certain alſo of your own. eat Adee ad, for 
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his being, his perfections cannot be proved by 


eee eh geb 0 

III. From the inconveniencies of the contrary, 
And this is the moſt proper way of proving any of 
Gop's perfections; for as J have told you formerly, 
there being nothing before Gov, nor any cauſe of 


of demonſtration, but of conviction, by ſheving the 
[ abſurdity of the contrary. The firſt and moſt eaſy 


notion that we have of Gop, is, that he 1 is a being 
that bath all perfection, and is free from all imper- 
fections; ET nains the immenſity of Gop's 
eſſence . is a. perfection, or which is the ſame, that 


C the contrary is an per on, Ido ſufficiently row 
the thing intended. 


No to ſuppoſe the — eflence to be bee | 
or confined, and his preſence to be any where ex- 
cluded, doth 5 both this n- perfection 
of Gon, his univerſal providence; and the neceſſary 


duty of creatures, to worſhip ad kuf in him 


. and the voluntary manifeſtation and appea 


8 4 of 
S $4 in 1 


Con, inthe. incarnation of Jzsvs CHRIS Tr. 
1. It contradicts the univerſal providence of Gos, 
The univerſal providence. of Gon ſuppoſeth many 


perfections, viz. infinite knowledge, and infinite 
power, his omniſcience and omnipotence, neither of 
| which can be imagined-without omnipreſence. We 
find that all finite beings have a finite knowledge, 


and a finite power; and it cannot be conceived how 


infinite underſtanding and power can be founded any 


where: elſe, than in an infinite eſſence. _ To have an 


infinite. knowledge of all things, even thoſe things 


| All, things, 
Creatures, 120 e care of Xf them, ſeems 


| 
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which are moſt =_ and hidden, to be able to do 
to ſteer and govern the actions of all 
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— of the divine nature. 


2. ne the neceſſary duty of the dra. SB. 1 . 


8 which is to worſhip Gop, to depend upon 


him for every thing, and in every. thing to acknow- * 35 * | 
ledge him. Now all worſhſp of Gop is rendered 


vain, or at leaſt uncertain, if Gop be not. preſent to 


us to hear our prayers, to take notice of our wants, 


and receive our acknowledgments : it will much 
abate our confidence i in Gop, and our fear to offend _ 
him, if we'be uncertain whether he be preſent to us 
or not, whether he ſees our actions or not. | 

3. It contradicts a voluntary manifeſtation ad p- 
pearance of Gop in the incarnation of CnRIST. He 


that ſuppoſeth Gop not to be every where preſent 


by his eſſence, muſt in all reaſon confine his preſence 
to heaven, and ſuppoſe him to be preſent elſewhere 
only by his vertue and power: but if this were ſo, 
how could the divinity be eſſentially united to the 
human nature of Cuxisr, which was here u | 
earth? How * is Gop with us; how does <« he 
“pitch his tabernacle amongſt men * if his cflential 
preſence be confined to heaven? £4 : 

Thirdly, I come to anſwer ee aint this 
doftrine. Son, £ 

There are two objeions weng this, 

1, From reaſon, 

2, From ſcripture. Be 

1. Obj. Reaſon will be rot to coggeſt, 1 this ” 
is a diſparagement to the divine nature, to tie his 
preſence to this vile dunghil of the earth, and ſordid 


5 | 


* 


fink of hell. This is a groſs apprehenſion of Gon, 


and a meaſuring of him by ourſelves. Indeed if we 
look upon Gop as capable of injury, and ſuffer- 
ing, and offence, from the contagion of any thing 


| here below, as we are, then indeed there were ſame 


ee inchsobjoion Hae he is $I = 
ye e e H by being, 
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SER N. being, Mens ſegregata ab omni concretione  mortali 
A mind free from all mortal compoſition or mix- 
e ture; Tully. Made abi cf IU, 
5 difcrcangiat' from every thing paſſible as Plit, 
Thoſe things that are nauſeous to our ſenſes, do not 
affect him: darkneſs is uncomfortable to us, but 
AI the darkneſs and the light are all one to Him.“ 
8 Wickedneſs may hurt a man, or the ſon of 
* man;' but © if we multiply our tranſgreſſions, 
* we do nothing to Gop,” as Elihu ſpeaks, Job 
Xxxv. 6. Nothing can diſquiet or diſcompoſe his 
happy and bleſſed nature, but he converſeth here in 
this dark and troubled , world with leſs danger or 
Uiſturbance, or any impute mn ag than the fun. 
x beams. | 
he Object. Does not the ſeripture tell us, that 
* Go ſits in the heavens, and dwells on high,” 
that © heaven is his throne,” and that *'it is the city 
of the great Gop ? Doth not the Loxpꝰ's prayer 
teach us to ſay,* ** Our father which art in heaven?” 
Is he not ſaid to © look down from heaven,” and 
* to hear in heaven his dwelling-place * Is it not 
faid, that he doth not dwell in temples made with 
56 hands? And does not Solomon, 1 Kings viii. 
27. put it as a ſtrange queſtion, © will Gon indeed 
*« dwell on the earth?“ Is he not ſaid to come 
down and draw near to us, and to be afar off from 
us? Now how does this Mee. th immenſity and 
1 1 
For anſwer to this, 1 ſt Aiſtinguiſh the ed 
of Gov. There is, iſt, his glorious preſence, that 
is, ſuch a preſence of Gop as is accompanied with 
an extraordinary n anifeſtation of his glory, and 
that is eſpecially and chiefly”. confined to heaven, 
in Fefpert or hich it is called his ſeat, and ori] 


. PR of the Sta: 
and. * the habitation of his glory.“ Some 3 RRM. 


of this Was in the temple, which is the reaſon of So- 


lomon's admiration,  ** will Too; indeed dwell « on 
cc earth . 

. 2dly, There is his den 1 which diſco; | 

vers itfelf by miraculous effects of his favour, and 
goodneſs, and aſſiſtance, and thereby he is ſaid to 
« dwell in the hearts of good men, and ©. with 
e them that are of an humble and contrite ſpirit,” 
Ifa, lvii, 15. and in reſpe& of this he is faid 0 | 
e draw near to us, to look down upon us; 
and in reſpect of the abſence of this to be IT far from 
. us.“ 
- ol There is. his effential Nha avg which) is 
_ and alike in all places; and this is not ex- 
cluded, by thofe former expreſſions which the ſcrip- 
ture uſeth to denote to us the glorious an e 
preſence of Go. 

Fourthly, to make 3 inferences; I vil; men- 
tion only ſuch as the ſcripture here takes. notice of, | 
ſpeaking of God's immenſity. 

I. Inf. That Gov is a ſpirit. This neceſſarily 
flows from his immenſity; for if the eſſence of Gd 
be every where diffuſed, the divine nature muſt be 
ſpiritual, otherwiſe it oould not be in the ſame place 
where body and matter is, but muſt. he ſhut. out of 
the world. But this Iſpoke more largely to, in my 
diſcourſe of Gop's being a ſpirit. - This the Pſalmiſt 
obſerves here, Where ſhall I go from thy ſpirit ??* | 
If he were nor a ſpirit, -we might ** go from him, : 
and hide ourſelves from his preſence,” „ 

II. Inf. That Gon is incomprehenſible, has hich 7 

is infinite cannot be meaſured and comprehended by 


that which is finite; and this alſo the Pſalmiſt takes 


notice. of, in che verſe before my text, Such 
| 2 1 „Eno. 


1 WS 
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The immenfity of the divine nature. : 
&* knowled ge is too wonderful for me, it is tigh, 7 


1 —— cannot attain it. 


III. Inf. That 605 is omniſcient, if Gov be 57 


where, then he knows all things, yea even the hidden 
things of darkneſs, the ſecrets of our hearts; nothing 


can be hidden from an infinite eye; he is preſent to our 
thoughts, intimate to our hearts and reins ; this the 


1 Pſalmiſt takes notice of, 1, 2, 3, 4. and T2 verſes. 


IV. Inf. That Gop is omnipotent. He can do 
« all things.” Diſtance limits the power of crea- 


tures, and makes their hands ſhort; but Gov is 


every where, nothing is out of his reach ; and this 


alſo the Pſalmiſt intimates in the text, v. 10. © Even 
there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 


hold me.” 


Fifthly, the uſe and improvement I I ſhall make of 
this, ſhall be, | 

1. To awaken our fear of him. | 
2. To encourage our faith and Gree in kim. 
1. To awaken our fear of him. The conſidera- 

tion of Gop's preſence ſhould awaken in us a fear of 


reverence. The preſence of an earthly majeſty will 
awe our ſpirits, and compoſe us to reverence ; yea 
the preſence of a wife and good man; how much 


more ſhould the preſence of the great, glorious, the 


_ wiſe, and the holy, and the juſt Gop ſtrike an awe 
upon our ſpirits? Where-ever we are Gop is with us, 


we always converſe with him, and live continually in 


his preſence ; now a heathen could ſay, cum Diis 


verecund? agendum, We muſt behave ourſelves 
< modeſtly becauſe we are in the preſence of Gov.” 
And it ſhould awaken in us a fear to offend Gov, 


and a fear of the divine diſpleaſure for having offend- 


1 foul of man, and is the W that ig wrought 


ed him. Fear is the moſt wakeful paſſion in the 
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The immenſity of the divine nature. 
npon in us from the apprehenſions of a deity; it 
flows immediately from the principle of ſell·Preſer. 


vation which Gop hath planted in r age eos 


ture; we have a natural dread and horror for every 
thing that can hurt us, and endanger our being or 
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happineſs; now the greateſt danger is from the 


greateſt power, for where we are clearly over-match- 


ed, we cannot hope to make oppoſition nor reſiſ- 
tance with ſecurity and ſucceſs, to rebel with ſafety: 


now he that apprehends Gop to be near him, and 


preſent to him, believes ſuch a being to ſtand by 
him as is poſſeſt of an infinite and irreſiſtible} power, 


and will vindicate all contempt of the divine majeſty, 


“hold of us, and we ſhall ſay of every place, as 
Jacob did of Bethel, Surely Gov is in this place, 


| andviolation of his laws. If we believe Gop to be 
always preſent with us, Fear will continually take 


© how dreadful is this place? When we have at 


any time provoked Gop, if we believe the juſt Gop 


is at hand to revenge himſelf, and if we believe 


the power of his anger, we ſhall ſay with David, 
Pal. Ixxvi. 7. Thou even thou art to de feared? 


« and 1 45 may ſtand before thee when thou art 
« angry ?”* Pſal. cxix, 120. My fleſh trembleth | 

< becauſe of thee, and Iam afraid of thy judgments. be 
Sinners conſider this, It is a fearful thing to 

« fall into the hands of the living Gop,“ and every 


time you ſin, you are within his reach. Let then 


the conſideration of Gop s preſence deter us from 
ſin, and quicken us to our duty. The eye and pre- 


ſence of a ſuperior will lay a great reſtraint upon 
men; the eye of our prince, our maſter, or our 
facher, will make un and or aan e Jo-any 
thing thar-is fooliſh or unſeemly: And will we do 
en, viich ve heult fr 


d 


Wie immenſity of the divine nature. 


11275 to Wa before a grave or wiſe perſon, - yea before 4 
— child or a fool? Did but men live under this appre- 


henſion, that Gov. is preſent to them, that an holy 
and all-ſeeing eye beholds them, they would be afraid 
to do any thing that is vile and wicked, to profane 
and pollute Gop's glorious name, by a trifling uſe of 
it in cuſtomary ſwearing and curſing, - Wheneyer 


you fin, you affront Gop to his face; and provoke 


omnipotent juſtice, which is at-the door, and ar 
to break in upon you. 

And the conſideration of this ſhould eſpecially ra 
ter us from ſecret ſins. This is the uſe the Pſalmiſt here 
makes of it. If we believe that © Gop ſearcheth 
< us and knows us, that he knows our.down-itting, 
e and our up- riſing, and underſtands our thoughts, 


* ofir off, that he compaſſeth our path, and our 


c lying down, and is acquainted with all our ways, 
© that there is not a word in our tongue, but he 
© knows it altogether, that he hath beſet us behind 
tc and before, that the darkneſs hideth not from him, 
< but the night ſhineth as the day, and the dark- 


ic neſs and light are both alike ;** I fay, if webe- 


heve this, how ſhould we live in an awful ſenſe of 
the majeſty which is always above us, and before us, 


and about us, and within us, and is as inſeparable 
from us, as we are from ourſelves, whoſe eye is up- 


on us from the beginning of our lives to the end of 
our days! did men believe that Gop is always with 


them, that his eye pierceth. the darkneſs, and. ſees 


through all thoſe clouds with which they hide and 


muffle themſelves, and pries into the moſt ſecret re- 
ceſſes of their hearts, how would this check and re- 


ſtrain them from * deviſing miſchief in their hearts, 
e or in their bed- chamber? The holy preſence, 


and the pure eye of Gop would be to us a thouſand 
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emes more than to have our Wie or our aſter, RN 
or our prince, or him whom we moſt revere, to ſtand 


by us. Did but men repreſentare fibi Deum, make 


« Gop' preſent to them,“ by living under a continual 


ſenſe of his preſence, they would, as the expreffion 


of the wiſe man is, * be in the fear of the Lok all 
« day. Magna Hes pectatorum tollitur, # Pecca- 


turis teſtis adfat : aliquem babeat animus quem ve- 
reatur, cujus authoritate etiam fecretum fuum ſan#ius 


facit; © The main hope of ſinners is to remain un- 


« diſcovered, let but ſomebody be privy to their 
« deſigns, and they are utterly diſappointed; ; it is 
ce fit for the mind of a man to have an awe of ſome 
© being, whoſe authority may render even it's pri- 
« yacy more ſolemn.” This is the character of 


wicked men, Pal. lexevi. 14. that they have not 


«* Gop before their eyes. One great cauſe of all 
the wickedneſs, and violence, and looſeneſs that is 


upon the earth, is, they do not believe that Gop is | 


near them, and ſtands by them. _ 
And as the conſideration of Gop's pst Modi | 


deter us from ſin, ſo it ſhould quicken and animate | 
us to our duty. It is ordinarily a great encourage 


ment to men to acquit themſelves handſomly, to have 
the eyes of men upon them, eſpecially of thoſe whoſe 


applauſe and approbation they value. Gop alone is 


emplum theatrum, he is a greater theatre than the world, 
and it ſnould be more to us that he ſtands by us, 


than if the eyes of all the world were fixed upon us. 
Seneca advifeth it as an excellent means to promote 


virtue, to propound to ourſelves, and ſet before our 
eyes ſome eminently virtuous perſon, as Cato or 


Lælius, ut fic tanquam illo ſpeftante vivamus, '&S 5 
2 tanquam ilio vidente faciamus: . That We 


4 m live juſt as a * Were * upon us, and 


IP 


eB ds all things jſt 1 . beheld us.” How 
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much greater incitement will it be to us, to think 


ad” Gop looks upon us, and ſees us, and really 


ſtands by us, than faintly to imagine the preſene of 
Lælius or Cato? 

This ſhould have an influence upon all the dues 
we perform, and the manner of performing them, 
that we do it to him who ſtands by us, and is fami- 
liarly acquainted with us, and is more intimate to us 

than we are to ourſelves. This Cic. in I. 2. de leg, 
looks upon as a great principle of religion, fit igitur 
hoc per ſuaſum civibus, & qualis quiſque fit, quid agat, 

. guid in ſe admittat, qud mente, quã pietate religiones 

colat, deos intueri, & piorum impiorumque rationen 

babere: Let men be thoroughly perſuaded of this, 
| © that the gods obſerve, both the diſpoſition and 
e the actions of every particular man, what he con- 
© ſents to, what he allows himſelf in, particularly 
e with what meaning, with what degree of inward 
& devotion he performs his religious worſhip ; and 
e that they ds between the Pious an the 
% impious.” | 

2. To encourage our faith wa 8 in him. 

When we are in ſtraits, and difficulties, and dangers, 
San is with us; when trouble is near to us, Gop is 
not far from us; where-ever we are, how remote 
ſoever from friends and companions, we cannot be 
baniſhed from Gop's preſence ; if we dwell © be- 

* yond the utmoſt parts of the ſea, there his harid 
leads us, and his right-hand holds us. Pal. xvi. 
„ 8. I have ſet the Loxp always before me; be- 


-, < cauſe he is at my right-hand „I ſhall not be mov- 
© ed.“ The conſideration of Gan's preſence is the 


great ſtay and ſupport of our faith, Pla. xlvi. 17 2. 


* and why art thou ſo diſquieted within me? truſt 


K. help in trouble; t erefore will not we fear though MP 
« the earth be removed, and though the mountains 

« be carried into the midſt of the ſea.'* In the : 
greateſt commotions, and the m ſt eminent and 


threatening dangers, this ſhould charm and allay our 
fears, that ** God is a preſent help.” 


This was the ſupport of Moſes his faith in his ſuf: 
ferings, as the apoſtle tells us, Heb. xi. 27. He | 
„eme IRC HA Win eee „ 
To conclude all, whenever we are under any pre- 
fure or trouble, we ſhould rebuke our own fears, and 
challenge our anxious thoughts, with David, Pfal. 
xlii. 11. Why art thou caſt down, O my foul ? 


& ſtill in GOD; believe that Gop is with thee, and 8 
that omnipotent goodneſs ſtands by thee, who can 
and will ſupport thee, and relieve thee, and deliver | 
thee when it bear beſt this wilivi.” 1 
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PSAL. XC. 2. | , 


| Bare the mountains were brought forth, or ever vs 


hadft formed the earth and the world, even from 
ever riafting 4% een thou art Gop. art 


; THE immenſity and eternity of Gov areSBRM. 
| thoſe attributes which relate to his nature, or, _ 
manner of being. Having ſpoken of the former, 1 : 
Paoend men men from theſe words. 
The title of this Pfalm in the “ prayer of Moſes; 
Vor. VIII. ... > — 
8. 5 f 


3746 


SERM. 


and. the providence , of Gon from the | 


i etenit a . 
« che man of Gop.” 3 x BY 5 


2 5 ns ; 
| e Hebrew, 


. 80 pin ing © 0 
it, and as if he had ſpoken too hee of Gop, in in 


ing, that his providence had been exerciſed in all the 


| þe was, 5 befors dhe world, and. he made 5 ” 


“forth; the moſt firm and durable part 
worid; 11 4 moſt eminent and e 34] KY 


to Gor, and ought, to : attributed to the Tine 


everlaſting thou art G. In 1 ak 
| attribute, I thall 


ages of the world, he tells us here in th the. t tex! yh 


from all eternity, and ſhoyld continue to 
the ame. Before the m 


ans were by 


* ever thou had'ſt formed the carth and the world 
before any thing. was created; 40 * from Fe to | 


0 
3 
MW · 7 
* * 


© Firſt, give you the explication "ST 
- Secondly,” endeavour to prove that- it doth belong 


nature. . 14 1 1 T x 5 2 * pies 5 


Thirdly, ee ſome Ee dee from the wha” 

- Firſt, For the explication of it. Eternity i is 4 
duration without bounds or limits: now there are 
two limits of duration, beginning and ending ; „ that 
Which bath always been is without beginning; that 


Which always ſhall be is without ending. Now we 


the continuance of it's being now to c 


may conceive of a thing always to have been, and 


E, chor 


"Won by there be no ſuch thing in the world: and there are 
1 5 _ things which have had a beginning of their being, 
but ſhall have no end, ſhall * continue, as the 


this, 2 — < from everlaſting; before the 


« without beginning or ending. 


1 
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Sbdelen call eternity à parte anie, that is, ars i, 5 1 
tion without beginning; this latter eter i a. 


yoſt, a duration without: nr But eee e 
titely-caken com nd fes af 


have any end; — we nh 868 1 6 Lebe, 
ve mean, that he ahraps was and ſhall be fot ever + 

end of days; bes that, he is from — 1 
« eyerxlaſtin | 


of life, nor ſhall have any 


ting,“ as it is here in the tea. 
It is trite indeed that as to — ſens 


ante, as to his having always been, the ſcripture 
doth not give us any ſolicitous account of it ; it only 
tells us in general, that Gop was © before the wörld 
as, and that ehe created it; it doth not 8 


deſcend to gratify our curioſity, in giving us any 
account of what Con did before he made the world, | 


or ho he entertained himſelf from all eternity; it 
doth not give us — — 
duration; for that had been impoſſible for our ffüre 


ſtandings to comprehend”; if we ſhould have 
aſcended coi millions of ages, yet we ſhould” 
never have aſcended to the top, never have arrived 


at the beginning of infinity; therefore the ſerip- 


tens tg; to inſtruct us in what was 
eceſſary, and ſatisfy our curioſity, tells us 


18 eee e 1 2undations - 
4% of . 3 * 8 
| So thatby the ety of Goo you re to un 


I ſhall not e ene ee dur. a "wy 0 


| | _ faith to the Epi 


oy, * — U conceive. the i immenſity of Gop to be 
; a Points. as his png bean inftn w—— 


F ny pag — of ir ual ola 


nity of. Gop to be a c 
Ren o all imaginable fuceſion of ages — occl 
oge ite, which muſt my gp ee 


| 2 conceive. a 

_ -, Secondly, For the roof 
it two ways. 

1. From the difiazes of amv light and reaſon. 

II. From ſcripture and divine revelation, 


a ee eee : This at- 
tribute of Gop is of all other leaſt diſputed among | 


the philoſophers ; indeed all agree that Gop is 4 
perfect and happy being, but wherein that 


and perfection conſiſts, they differ exceedingly | ; but 
all agree that Go is eternal, and are agreed what eter- 


nity is, viz. © a boundleſs duration: and how- 


ever they did attribute a beginning to their heroes 


and demons, whence come the genealogies of their 
gods z yet the ſupreme Gon, they looked upon as 


this perfection doth clearly belong to Gon, that Epi- 


curus, who had the loweſt and meaneſt conceptions: | 
of  Gop, and robbed him of as many perfections, as 


his imperfect reaſon would let him, yet is forced to 


attribute this to him. Tully de Nat. Deor. lib. 1. 
6, ubi igitur veſtrum beatum 


_ & efternu 3 verbis fignificatis Deum? 
* where. then. your e eternal N 5 
WM. 8 55 S 4 2 W : 


os 


tion dr e, imagine ta uke. We 


OO 0 2 


and umaginable ſpace ; — 


eg ape bon E. 
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without beginning; and it is a good evidence, that 


r rn a Q-..=2* an © 


2 


8 


2 Gon?: „„ 
* which two epithets you expreſs. Goo?” - And SERM. | 
Lucretius, who hath undertaken to- 1 to the, 8 

e enim fr e dim ae het, 8 


mann an of Epi 


: «Je gan ran nn es 


« to paſs an eternity in profound peace and quiet. 
The poets who had the wildeſt notions of G, 
yer they conftancly give them the title of & αjẽ 

the heathen never mention the name of Gop, wich- 
out this attribute, dii immortales ] immortal gods! 
vas their ordinary exclamation; and they ſwear con- 
ſtantly by this attribute, deos teſor Baer 3 


and to mention no more, Tully faith expreſiy, Nos 


9 How can we conceive of Wage but as an et 
© being? 
Now the ebb of this is a 3 


e e , 
to his being; and the more perfect his being were 
otherwiſe, the greater imperfection would it be for 
ſuch a being to dis; o excellent 4 nature to ceaſe 
to be; it would be an infinite abaſement to all his 


other perfections; his power, and wiſdom, and 
goodneſs, that theſe ſhould all be periſhing. Nay 
it would - hinder ſeveral of his perfections, and 


contradict their very being: bis \ſelf-exiſtence z 
had he not always been, he bad not been of him- 
ſelf ; his neceſſary exiſtence; for that is not neceſ-, 
ſuily, which may at any time not be, or ceaſe to 


be what it is; and it would much abate the duty 


of the creature; we could not have that aſſurance 


Deum nifi ſempiternum intelligere qui . 8 
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SERM bes, who thould be the diſpenſer 


No theſe edles and inconveniencies fer 
£ Mts denial of this perfection to Gop, is ſuf 

_ ficient evidence that it belongs to him; for I told 
you the perfections of Gop cannot be proved by way 
of demonſtration, but only by way of convittion, 
by ſhtwing the abſurdity of the contrary. 

II. From ſcripture and divine revelation, There 
are innumerable places to this purpoſe which ſpeak 
of the eternity of Gop directly, and by ante: 
by conſequence "thoſe words, 2 Pet. iii. 8. One 


* 


« day with the Lozp is as a thouſand es and 
2 E thouſand years as one day; which words, 
however interpreters have troubled themſelves about 


them, being afraid of a contradiction in them, yet 
the plain meaning of them is this, that ſuch is the 
Infinite duration of Gop, that all meaſures of time 
bear no proportion to it; for that this is the plain 
meaning, appears by this xcth Pſalm, out of which 
they are cited, for a thouſand years in en. ſight 
are but as Yeſterday, when it is paſt, and as 2 
_ © yatch in the night,” that is as the time paſt, as 
a few hours ſlept away, for that is the meaning of 
« x watch in the night,“ that is as nothing; now 
St. Peter's converſion of the words, © one day is 


t az. 2 thouſand years, and a thouſand years as one 
« day only ſignifies this, that the longeſt dura 
tion of time is ſo inconſiderable to Gop, that it is as 
the ſhorteſt, b aaa 


ity of —_—— 

But directly, the cnpene bepenely ene 

| this attribute, he is called the © everlaſting rH] 

Gen. xxi. 33. The eternal Gop, Deut. xxxiii. 

5 and which is to the ſame purpoſe, * * that 
_ © inhabiteth 
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4 fhall wax old like a 


which ſpeak. 
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178 ohabicath eternity, Ila. Ivii. 13. And this ax SER . 


it is attributed to him in reſpect of his being, ſo in 


reſpect of all his other perfections, Pfal, . ill. 1 7. N 


« The mercy of the Loxkp is from cy 
4 everlaſting, Rom. i. 20. (his eternal power. 9 


+ Tim. i. 27. * The king eternal.” | Thoſe doxo, | 


3 which the. ſcripture uſeth are but acknow- 


dgtments of this attribute. i 15 Bleſſed be theLonp 
9170 Neh. ix. 5. © To whom be 
«gh ory. and honour, and dominion, for ever and 2 
Gal. i. 5: and in many pee... 


or, ever 4 and ever, 


E * we may refer all thoſe places 9 oY ak 
of him as without beginning. Pſal. xcili: 2. Thon 
Mich. v. 2. “ Whoſe g o- 


LC 


© ings. forth. have been from everlaſting.” Hab, > 


12. Art not thou from everlaſting ! 0 Long wo = 


And thoſe which ſpe al of the perpetual conti Ee 
of his duration ; Pal. ii, 24, 25» 266 33. - 46 Th * 


« years are throughou 
© haſt laid the foundations of the « 


« periſh, but thou ſhalt endure ;. yea all of them 


3 ſhalt thou change them, and they Gall be change 
«Od; but thou art the ſame, and * ye 
© have no end.. | 


f 


And thoſe. which ſpeak. 9 as 8 i 
the lat; Ia. xliii. 10. Before me there was no 


Gon formed, neither ſhall there be any after me, 
„Jam the firſt, and I am the laſt, and beſides me 


© there is no Gov.” And to mention no more, thoſe 


of time, paſt, . preſent, and to come, Rev. i. 
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ut all generations, of old thou 
© heavens are the work of thy hands; 1 mall : 


ent, and as a veſture; 
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of his being, as co: exiſtent to all difs » 


5. „ I am alpha, and omega, the beginning, and = 
| * the ending, aich the Log p, which. Th, = 
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8 een Em: 
I. Some doctrinal corollaries. 
II. Some Vie inferences. 

I. Doctrinal corollaries, that you. Ion 
the en of Gop depend one upon another, 
and mf be deduced one from another.. 
I. Corol. From the eternity of Gop we may in- 

fer that he is of himſelf, That which: always is, can 
have nothing before it to be a cauſe of it's being. 

2. Corol. We may hence infer the neceſſity of his 
being. Ir is neceſſary every thing ſhould be, when 
it is; now. that which e ee neceſ- 
| fary, becauſe always „„ | 
3. Corol. The immurability of the divine nature; 
for being always, he is neceflarily, and being neceſ- 
„ he cannot but be what he is; a change of his 
being i is as impoſlible as a — Therefore the 
Pfalmiſt puts his immurability and eternity together. 
Pal. cii. 27. But thou . and thy 
years ſhall have no end. 
+ TI. By way of practical infer 


1. The conſideration of Gop's eternity may ſerve | 


for the Rapport of our faith. This Moſes here uſeth 
as aground of his faith ; ** Loxp, thou haſt been 
_.« our dwelling place, in all generations, before the 
mountains were brought forth, &c.“ Pal. Iii 
6. Truſt in him at all times, ye people. His 


4: immenſity i is an argument why all ſhould truſt in 


bim, he is 4 preſent help to all; and hy they 


ſhnould truſt in him at all times, his eternity is an 


argument, Deut. xxxiii. 27. The eternal Gop 
js thy refuge, and underneath are the everlaſting 
— 2 arms.“ There are two attributes which are the 
+: proper objects of our faith and confidence, Gov's 
. —_ and "POLL both thele are hy 
„ 8 66 


a 


2 


im & -* 


4 


Freese 2 


as it i8 — in: ds Name? 5 110 his power is 
| eternal ; the apoſtle. ſpeaks of his eternal power, 
as well as godhead 3 Rom. 4. 20. Ia! Xxvi. PR 
Truſt ye in the Log for ever, for in the Loxy 
« —— is everlaſting ſtrength.” * Iſa. xl. 28. 
<« The everlaſting Gop, the Lonb, tlie Creator of 8 
the ends dere anyt fainteth. e — 4 


in man L be a —— our e 115 5 
good will towards us may change, his power may 
faint, and he may grow weary ; or if theſe con- 
| tinue, yet they that have a mind and a power to 
help us, themſelves may fail; therefore the Platmiſt 
, WM uſcth this conſideration of mens mortality, to take 
us off from confidence in man, PAI. cxlvi. 3, 4. 
« Put not your truſt in Princes, nor in the ſon” of 
7 « man, in whom there is no help; his breath 80 | 
a © eth forth; he returneth to his e earth, in that very 
8 « day his thoughts periſh.” Iſa. ii. 22. Ceaſe ye 
6 from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils ;' for 
* wherein is he to be accounted of ?* The greateſt 
of ths: ſons of men ate but © lying refuges 'to the 
<, everlaſting God ; they are * * recen eds 
« to the rock of ages.” Pt Os N 
And this may ſupport our fuck; not only in he 
man to our own condition for the future, but in re- ; 
ference to our poſterity, and the condition of Gop's 
church to the end of the world. When we die we 
may: leave ours and the church in his hands, Who 
lives for ever, and reigns for ever. The enemies 
of Gopꝰs church, and thoſe who have the moſt ma- 
licious deſigns againſt it, whatever ſhare they may 
have in the affairs of the world, they-can but do- 


der l. | miner 
. ö 5 


ei miner for 6 while they muſk, and that very 


CLV. 


Co karen” 2 Cor. v. 1. As the pr 


« day their tho | ruſe e ropes © 


“ Gop, is for ever and l 
2. For the encouragement of our obedience. We | 
ſeri the Con who can give. us an everlaſting eward. 
2 reward of the next life is. called © eternal lfe, 


eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. W. 17, 
"ternal ſavation, Heb. v. 9. 4 An eternal ins 

u e Heb. ix. 15. That place where good 
gr folio genes» called, «© Everlaſting 
Luke xvi. 9, eee th 

omiſe of our 

future reward is founded in the goodneſs of Gon, 


5 and the greatneſs of it in his power, ſo the duration 


6f it in his eternity. Now what an encouragement 
is this to us, that we ſerve him and ſuffer for him 
who lives for ever, and will make us happy for 
cher? When we ſerve the great men of this 
world, though we be ſecure of their affection, yet 


we are uncertain of their lives; and this difcou- 
rageth many, and makes men worſhip the riſing 


fun, and many times takes off mens eyes from the 
to his ſucceſſor : but he — ee ſerve 
king everlaſting,” as. the apoſtle calls him, 
la will live to diſpenſe rewards to all thoſe. m 


faithful to him. 


3. For the.terror of wicked. ann. "The feneznce 
which ſhall be paſt upon men at the day of judg- 
ment, is called © Eternal. j dom it, Heb. vi. 2. 
becauſe it decides e eee, ſtate; the puniſhment 
that ſhall follow this ſentence, which ſhall paſs upan 
the wicked, is called, Eyerlaſting puni ſhinent, 


Matth. xxv. 36. Everlaſting fire,” Marth. Py 


41. © Ever defirudtion, 2 Theſſ. ii. 9. 


” ® The vegans of xa fp,” Jude 2. « The 
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wicked: ce to be tor 


2 of it in his eternity. 


— that juſtice which will puniſh and torment 


no more that they can do: but I will fore warn 


WWW 


US —_— of che bottornles b p ts faid, wy to 55 
ſcend for ever and ever,” Rev. xiv. 11. and the, ö 
ented day and night, for ever 5 

and ever, Rev. xx. 10. Now as the upiſhment 5 
of wicked men is founded in the juſtice of Gay 3 Wi 
the greatne of it in his power; ſo the p 


apoſtle faith, Heb. x. gr. © It is a fearful thing to 

85 fall into the hands of the living Gop; becauſe . 

e that ſiyes for ever can puniſh for ever; as 
N demerit of ſin feeds, and animates, and 
— alive tlie never dying worm, ſo the wrath of 
the eternal Gop blows up the eternal flane. 
- How ſhould this awaken in us a fear of the tter- 
nat Gov ! Sinners,” what a folly is it, for © the 
4 pleaſures of fin, which are but for a ſeaſon,” o 


you for ever! As good men ſhall have the everlaſt- 
ing Gop for their reward, and their happineſs; 
ked men Thall have him for their Judge and 
We far the wrath of men, whoſe power is ſhox 
10 4 hoſe breath is in their noſtrils, who can 
affict but a little, and for a little while. Doſt thou 
fear man that ſhall die, and the ſon of man that 
* ſhall be made as graſs? and is not the wrath of 
the- eternal Gop much more terrible? Luke xii. 
3 5. And I ſay unto you, my friends, be not afraid 
4 of them that kill the body, and after that have 


you whom ye ſhall fear; fear him, who after he 
Wi Hath killed, hath power to caſt into hell, yea, I 
u fay unto you, fear him.“ The wrath of man is 

deſpicable, becauſe it hath bounds and limits; che 
fury'of man can but reach to the body, it can go 
WL 1 18K 2 no 


8 ERM. 

| — 
mliults from the infinite excellency of his nature and 
perfection, compared with the imperfection of our 

underſtandings, which is commonly called, the in · 

comprehenſibleneſs of Gop, This you have ex- 


©" no fartherz ie expires with Hil ir cannot fol 
lo us beyond the grave: but the wrath of the 
eternal Gop doth nat only reach the body, but the 
ſoul; it is not confined to this life, but purſues. us 
to the other world, and extends itſelf to all eternity. 
Fear him, who after he hath killed, hath pow. 
« er to caſt into hell,” that is, to inflict Eternal 
torments ; (t yea, I ſay unto you, fear him. 
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Carſ thou 77 35 find. out 3 * 2 (Gar te 
nd out the 2 unto perfeBion?. . 


N creating = 5 3 90. 33 wh 
God, I ſhall at preſent conſider that which re- 


preſſed here in the words of Zophar, © Canſt thou 
<«< by ſearching find out Go? & G. 


There is no great difficulty in the words; 64 Cant 
& thou by ſearching find out Gop,?? Poteſne perveſ- : 
. tigare intima Dei, ſo Caſtalio tranſlates it; doſt thou 
know Gop intimately, and thoroughly within and 
e ? ae thou pierce | into the centre of his 

3 


I 
ti 
h 
| 
cc 


gz. . . So hoo wn. 


. 
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6 5 3 find c n as 5 to er gs * 
Canſt thou find out the Almighty, -u/que ad ultima, 


to the very laſt and utmoſt of him? ſo as thou _ 


canſt ſay after a thorough fearch and enquiry, there 
is no perfection in Go beyond this, there is nothing 
of him now that remains to be known; this he is, 
and no other; that he is, and no otherwiſe; this he 
can do, and no more; hither doth his nee : 
and power, and wiſdom reach, and no farther. 
Canſt thou do this? Theſe interrogations have 
the force of a vehement negation ; as if he had ſaid, - 
«No, thou canſt not; Gop is neee he is 
6 © incomprehenſible.”” .. 

The two queſtions in the text ferns to be wks 
two ſeveral expreſſions. of the ſame thing, The firſt | 
queſtion is undoubtedly general, concerning the na 
ture and perfections of Gop in general ; © Canſt 
e thou by ſearching find out Gop ? Canſt thou 
by the moſt diligent ſearch and enquiry come to a 
perioſh nantes and underſtanding of him? 

cond queſtion may ſeem to be a . | 

| inſtance: to the general truth implied in the firſt que 
tion; he ſeems to inſtance in his power; as if he 
had aud Gob is unſearchable, and then: had in- 
ſtanced in a particul: 
<« Gop, canſt thou by ſearching find out -Gop 2? 
Thou canſt not comprehend the divine nature and 
perfections in general 4 & Canſt thou find out the 
Almighty unto- perfection $** Conſider particularly 
his power, and ſee if thou canſt know the utmoſt of 
that. But J rather think, that the latter queſtion is 
altogether the ſame in ſenſe with the former; and 
that the attribute of Almighty, which is here given 

to erer. is uſed by way of ta and not in- 
= | tended 


perfection, the power of 


e Guts rf 


gi 8 Mtended by wa of inſtance, * —— ta 
. © the Almighty,“ that is, Gop, . unto perfection? ful 
Which way ſoever we take-the words, it is not much G 
c ti 

ens th 

- That Gor i dec lerer 6: wr 

This term or attribute is acer and eats fic 

# | enen between an object and a faculty, between Je 
God and a created underſtanding ; ſo that the mean- E: 

ing of ir is plainly this, that no created underſtand- W 

mg can comprehend Gop, thatis, have'a perfect and « 

exat knowledge of him, ſuch a knowledge as u i 
adequate to the perfection of the object. Or thus, I 


1 the nature and * of Gos are abe rothe un 
be underſtanding d ee 6 parked 
2 Gop knows hiimſelf. 
own underſtanding comprehends his own: 
but he is —— his creatures. 
Indeed, there is nothing more obvious than G i 
for ic he is not far from every one of us, in en we 
* „live, and move, and have our r 


„Sc z 28 


an eternal power and city" are clearly 
* things which aro made,” as the apoſtte cells us; 
but the manner of the being; and properties, and 
perfections of this Gov,” theſe » eanot de compre 
Bended by a finite underſtanding. I ſhall prove ie 
nn and then apply 230 HT 
TI For the . 2 Toit attem t ”_ 
pee Ton — . 75 
; 11 4/4 40 prone aer it. 
Z * "Ih ny of i And I ſhall gre you: 
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4 Who is the bleſſed and only pc 0 
*hath immortality. 1 Tim. i. 17. The only 


dhe an.che gras wha ans opt of knoving ou — 


Gov: in any degree. _ . 
os On the. part of the 3 The —_—— 
the excellency and Perfection of Gop, the works and, 
ways of Gop are above our thoughts and apprehen- 
ſions. The nature of Gop ;, it is vaſt and infinite, 
Job xxxvi. 26. Gon is great, and we know. bm - 
„ not.“ Job xv. 23. ©. Touching the Almigh, 
« tys we cannot find him out.” Pfal. cxlv. 3. « Hig 
« oreatneſs is une: le. | 
The excellencies and perfection of Gop;. E 


menſicy,. 2 Chron, ii. 6. ** The heaven. of heavens | 
« cannot contain him: \ The eternity of his durati⸗ - 


en, from everlaſting to everlaſting he is Gon.“ 


8 e any limits of his preſence, nor 
bounds. of his durstion: the infiniteneſs of his know+ 
ledge, Pſal. cxlvii.. 3. His underſtanding is infi- 


* nite,” When tr the wiſdom and know- 
kdge of Gon, our beſt way is to fall into admirati- 
on, Rom, xi. 35. 0 the depth of the riches boch > 
4 of the wiſdom and knowledge of Gp 

| Whereas the ſcripture ſpeaks of thoſe perfection 
of God, which the creatures do in ſome meaſure and | 
degree partake of, as his goodrieſs, and power, and 
wiſdom, and holineſs, and immortality, it att 
them, in ſuch a peculiar and divine manner to Gon, 
as doth exclude and ſhut out the creature from any 


** Why calleſt thou me good; there is none good 
e but one, that is Gop.”” 1 Tim. vi. 18, 16. 
| who only 


e wiſe Gob, Rev. XV. 4. © For chou only art 
44 597. In fo incanceiveal ae eee © 


claim. or ſhare or title to them, Matt. xix. 16, 17, 


mw} WE can only- underſtand them as he communicates 


them, and not as he poſſeſſes them; ſo that when 
we conſider any of theſe divine perfections, we muſt 
not frame notions of them contrary to what they are 


in the creature, nor muſt we limit them by what 
they are in the creature, but ſay, the goodneſs and 


the wiſdom of Gon are all this which is in the crea- 


ture, and much more which I am not able to com- 


prehend ; the tranſcendent degree, and the ſingulari- 

ty of theſe divine perfections, which are communi 
| cable, is beyond what we are able to conceive. - / 
The works of Gop, they are likewiſe: Ad 

able 3 the works of creation and of redemption. 


Job v. 9. Which doth great things, and _ i 


« ſearchable, marvellous things, paſt finding out:“ 

and then he inſtanceth in the works of Gop, Job 
XXvi. 14. Lo, theſe ate part of his ways : But 
* how little a portion is heard of him? and tlie 


4s thunder of his voice who can underſtand ? 80 
that he tells us expreſly, - we cannot find out the 
works of Gop, ve do but know part of them. -The 
queſtion which he puts, Job xxxvii. 16. Doſt 


thou know the wondrous works. of him that is 
1 perfect in knowledge??? can only be anſwered by 


* words of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. civ. 24.0 


% Lord, how wonderful are thy. works Linwif 
« dom. haſt thou made them all.“ The work of 
redemption ; in this there ſhines forth ſuch wiſdom, 


- mercy, and love, as our underſtandings cannot, reach; 


this work is called © the wiſdom of Gop in a my- 
_ ©ſtery,” hidden wiſdom, ooPia dm] la 1 Cor: 


. The mercy, and grace, and love of it is call 


gh The riches of Gop's mercy, and the excecd- 


” * riches of his e rü ü. 4, 7. Now | 


"riches 


* 
+ | * 


W-. of © Got a | 
niche — earner che utmoſt of chem, SERA * | I 
panperis off mimerare.” Eph. ii. 18, 19. That: 

ye may be able to comprehend vir ele whit © 5 55 1 
« 22298 1 „ — —_ 


Ense er this love, e e 
hend it and know it, r it paſſeth knowledge; ye 
the effects of Gop's power and love, which he mani: 
feſts in believers, are unſpeakable ; for · he is able to 
&* do for us exceeding abundantly above-what' we 
hoy * boſe aſk or think, according to the power which 
ketli in us, Eph. iii. 20. The peace which 
5 guards their fouls < I underſtanding,” Ph. 
1 Thoſe joys which fill their hearts are not i 

oy be expreſſed; 1 Pet. i, 8. we read of my  —-- 
_ <<: unſpeakable and full of Sage 1 © 
Ay ho fs inconceiveable ;-it is that 
which © eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor halt 
& entered into the heart of men, which Gop en 

| « lad up for us. „ N i 

The ways of Gop's enki ee, 

traced; Mil. Ixxvi. 19. « Thy way is in the ſea; and 5 
thy paths in the great waters, and thy footſteps . | 

* are not known.” Ecclef, itt. 11. No man 
| * can ding eu de work: ae Gos maketh from: . 
UW r 3 . 
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3 ee without relation to the whole 
I ſeries of his diſpenſation ; we cannot ſee the whole | 
of God's providence at one view, and never ſed 
i from the begining of the works of Gop to the end ?? If 
| tlierefore our knowledge of the yen rank br. „ 
imperfect, — and falſe ju . | 
” = 5 - You, „„ 


v 
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ture gives this deſcription of them; 
are is far from kn 


deſigns of providence; for our ways are not as 
4 his ways, nor our thoughts as his thoughts; but 
10 as the heavens are high above the earth, ſo are his 
„ ways above our ways, and his thoughts above our 
1 thoughts, The Iv. 8, 9. The ways of Gop's 
mercy, Pfal. ci. As the heavens are high above 
Lethe earth, — si Gop's mercy.” Pſal. cxxxix, 


7 18. Ho precious are thy thoughts unto me? 
0 ho great is the ſum of them? If I ſhould eount 
them, they are more in number than the ſand.” 
And the ways of Gopꝰs denen the ſeverity and 


greatneſs of his j is not known, Pſal. xc. 


+ Who knoweth the poker of thine anger? And 


. "who _—_ 3 before thee whenchou art angry ; - 


Pl. xxxvi. 6. Thy N en wean deep!” 


Rom. xi. 33. How unſearchable are his Judg- 


ments, and his ways paſt finding out Pr Theſe are 


the inſtances on the part of the obje&t. "1 
2. On the part of the ſubject, or the perſons ca 
pable of knowing Gop in any meaſure, The per- 


fect knowledge of Gop is above a finite creatures 
_- underſtending..” Wicked men ate ignorant of Gov, 


and full of falſe apprehenſions of him; . rs 
that * know not Gob,“ 2 Theſſ. i. 7. Wicked men 


owing Goy to perfection, that 
ty any true knowledge of him; for 


2 — himſelf is, ſo will Gop ſeem to be to 
him; the idea and notions-which men have of Cop, 
x bot the pit en 

frue knowledge there is required likeneſs ;. 0 


e of their own © To a 


W 
there 


te us, pang * or 8 
- OT 
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| and he cannot reliſh Pats things; even thoſe na- 
| which wicked men have of Gov, are 


of a foul and impure heart; ſo that there is no queſti- 
on of them, whether they comprehend Goo or not. 
But good men < cannot. find out God, they 
hays, ſome falſe apprehenſions of. him; all their ap- 
| prehenſions are dark, have much of obſcurity. in 
. them ; they know Gop to ſalvation, but not to per 
5 fection; in this life we do but know Gop in part, 
that is, in r of hamm which our 
nature: ü gf RY 
„ ice . the e th 
: 1 juſt 1 men. — = though they have 


perfect knowledge of him, they cannot pervgſtigara 
alina, e of Cob the cherubims 


| g which the angels deſired to pry into... In hea- 
[= — A which is in part ſhall be done away, that 
| is, our knowledge ſhall be as perfect as our natures are 
ble; but it ſhall be finite. When we ſhall “ dee 


| face to face, that is, have an immediate 1 
| Gon of him, . and ſechim as he is, that is, not hay- 
| 0 | ings tinctured by any luſt or paſ- 
bon that may kene our mind, or miſrepreſent the 


IS, « we ſhall ſee, him, he · 
V . 
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; becauſe his mind © na Ws 


| : firangely. t. and. obſcured by the temper. of 5 8 
ö the man they are lux ſepulta in opacd materid, light. - 
d and hid in matter and darkneſs, in the blackneſa 


| true apprehenſions of Gop, yet they do not arrive to 


CLVI. 


SER M. * cauſe we hall kim 55 "yer 1 ve. aall have 
retain er ts and finite bade bn agg. 
II. By way of conviction. . 
en we of finkee ſpirit; heperfetion and the 
act upon matter, and move that which can n ens 
reſiſtance to a ſpirit? Doft thou know how they can. 

move themſelves to « great diftaiice in a mom 
and dart themſelves from one part of the world t6 
| another ? Doſt thou know how man is © formed in 
the loweſt parts of the earth, as the Pſalmiſt ex- 
preſſeth it; and the curious frame of our bodies is 
vrought from ſuch rude principles in ſo dark a ſhop? 

Cunſt thou give an account how the ſoul is united to 
the body, by what bands or holds a ſpirit is — 
and intimately conjoined to matter? Doſt thou know 
how thy ſelf underftandeſt any thing,” and canſt bs wich * 
ä A ar a ets with · 


knowledge of hl be oo turd for thee 4 5 
| rehenfible, who 
poſieſcth all theſe perfeRtions which he communi: 
cates, and many which cannot be communicated to a 
ereature? If in natural and ſenſſple things, mexime 
RE pars mum que ſeimus, et minima pars cafum que 
1 neſcimus; how much more is it true of Gop, that 
b0dur ignorance is more than our knowledge ; when | 
A the whole earth and all the creatures bear no proper. 
| tion to him? ot, Th, Hf Ne erben v. une 


F 


+ 


« Gos is greater than our hearts,” and therefore a6 
he knows more than we do, as the apoſtle reaſons, 
1 John iii. 20. ſo he is AE 
wu; eee eee ding 


well mete Abe — nod — 
waters in the hollow of thy hand, and o 
the duſt of the earth in x little urn, and 
in ſeales, and the hills in 2 little balancey 
circumſcribe Gop in the narrow limits of - 
ts, or to bring that which is ipfinite-withs 


2 Tim. vi. 16. „ He dwelleth in light which no man 
« — 2 — no man r _ nor 


' Pehenlibleneſs of the divine- nature. If the nature 1 5 

am perfections, and ways, and ere al 
noenprehenſible, and paſt finding out; 

| Life calls for our admiration, and venera 
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2 Zach. ix. 17. Mir odneſs, 
and how great is his beauty? The beſt way to 
celebrate the praiſes of Gop, is that which Nehe 
miah uſeth, Nehem. ix. 5. And bleſſed be thy 
< glorious name, which is exalted above al bleſſing 
4 and praiſe,” Whenever we ſpeak.,or think of 
Goo, we neceſſarily detract from his perfections; 

but even this neceſſity is glorious to him, and this 
Apeaks his perfection, that the higheſt finite wade: 
Sing muſt have imperfe& thoughts of him. 

We ſhould make up in reverence and veneration 
2 we fall ſhort of in knowledge. Reverence is 
an acknowledgment of diſtance; by our.,reverence il 
of the divine majeſty, we ſhould beft awe our. hearts, 
ina ſenſe of the diſtance which is between his m_ 
nature and perfection, and our finite apprehenſ 
Worldly greatneſs will cauſe wonder, the —＋ | 
of earthly. majeſty. will compoſe us to reverence ; 
how mineh, more ſhould thoſe excellencies which are 
beyond what we can imagine ! Iſa. vi. you have 
Gov repreſented <* ſitting upon his throne,” M' 
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